His hobby comes )'n handy_
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Milton man paints IPM signs

One of the buslest men nf
the Internationnl Plowin
Match in Halton next wee
will he Grorge Swann of
Milton, offtcini sign painier
for Ontario  PMlowmen’s
Association,

Fivery year for the past 21
yvears George has spent lwa
weeks at the TPM deing sign
work--—-the week of the mateh
and the preceding week,
That's hls annual fall heliday.

"“It's really just a hobby for
me, I'm not in it for the
money,” he snys. He works as
much as 16 hours & day and
hiv pay is the xame s any
OPA director or staffer-—$10
f doy plus expenpes.

By the time this year's 1PM
iv over, George will have
turned oul over 300 slgns.
There are streel Rigne,
parking signs, leilet slgns,
and rigns ta go on the traclors
[ar aliI the apecinl clhases—
students, junlora, directors,
press, mayors, wardens and
queen of the furrow con-
testants nll plow their fletds
with a traclor bearing one of
George's slEns.

Saven them all

Each year when the match
ends the signs are Puckml in
hoxes and shipped to the sile
of the next year's match,
where they will be vepainted
and re-used. Gearge hales to
throw anything out s0 hr has
standardized sign wordings
and sizes so the boards can
used over and over again with
just a liitle touch-up, or n
change of wording.

And if you'd like in on o
l1stle seceet, he even uses bath
sides of some of his signs. The
front may bear the name of n
mayoralty plowing race
condidate and the bock af the
sign might carry the nome of
n furrow queen contestant,

It was back in 1853 George
{irst went to the International
a5 sign palnter. He was
working at Milton Milting Co.
and local MPP Stan Hali was
on OPA director. A world
match was being held in
{mntnriec and someone wos
needed to make up signs for
the contestanis. Stan knew
George did some painting as
a hobby so he spoke 1o his
employer and  received
permission to “‘horrow’
George for the week,

First hollday

“That was the Nirst time |
ever pot a holiday with pay,”

rins George. He hod o starl
rom scratch that vear and
moke oll the signs for the
mutch—he worked all night
petting  ready  for opening
day. Those signs were Kept n
use cach year untlil 1394 when
they were lost ina serious fire
ot Petechorough, Thut was o
husy vear for ﬁim- he had 1o
mitke up a new hateh.

Stgns are important at the
plowing maich, says the
painter. People like to take
pictures ol plowing con-
testants and it helps if the
cantestant has his name and
homelown painted on a sign

opn the side of his tracior.

“The whole thing 15 for
publicity,” he savs.

George's signs are  also
important to tented city

visitors. "He keeps people
from wandering around in o
dither,” said one newspaper
aceount, reviewing George's
wark.

Some of his sIgns were kepl
hy plowing champlens and
have teavelled with them to
Furope for world matches,
Gearge feels proud to realize
thatl his signs helped dentily
the Canadians in such con-
Lests, :

“Payniin’ Place"

He always points freehand,
firsl marking outl the letiers
ln pencil and then filling them
In with paint. He usually
works in a amall booth at the
rear of the headquarters
buildinF; He calls his IPM
shop "Payntin’ Place™.

Rorn In England, he came
to Cannda in 1928 at the age of
t8 and worked for several

cars on a farm near Miiton.

c farmer was a buicher
and George's [irst sign was
done for the back of his car,
The farmer ran a large feed
bill at Milton Flour Mills so In
the winter when the farm
work slowed down, George
would go to work in the feed
mllt to help pay off the ac-
count. Most winters you could
find him out on the mill pond
cutting lce blocks and haulin
them off with a team o
horses.

In 1837 he was hired to work
al the mill full time. One day

IPM publicist

George has told

If anyone in Hallon doesn’t
know there's a big plowin
match here next week, it’s no
George Swann's fault.

George, a Milton resident
well known (or his sign
painting work and his travels
with the Supoer-
sweettwSherwood  Farms
sound car, is publiclly
chalrman for this yeoar's
International Ptﬂwinfg Match
and has been busy ter aver

. [our years publicizing the hig

event.

As o matter of fact if I
weren't for George, Halton
might not even be hosting the
1974 match. Apparently back
in 144 at the Jocal Hallon
Plowing Match awards
banquet, George wis sitling
at 1 table with Halton's OPA

Jirecter Jack Tayler and

FOMD SAMPLES

Hemember the “pood ald
davs” a1 the ONE when you
could almost make 2 meal out
ol the free food  samples
nanded out ai the foed build-
ing? Well the IPAM doesnt
promise  anything guile so
elabarate or filling, but some
companies will be  giving
away small samples. One is
Superswee! Feeds, a division
of Raobin llood Multifoods,
which will have samples of
meat, pickles, flour, baked
roods and frozen foods at its
ywalth.

Buffalo on show

Three bulfalo (rom Hallon
lRegion Conservalion Author-
iy 's fnmous bocal herd will be
puing o see the Internatjopal
Plowing Match in  Halton
Hills next week, Only they'll
s iU from nside an exhihit
tenl.

Seet Company of Canadn
Lamited Steleor has moade
arrangements 1o borrow &
vearding and two buat{alo cal
ves from HRUAS RO acre bul
falo preserve at Hottlesnake
Paint Park, to complemenl
the Slefec exhibit o the 1P3L

“We expe! thas to be o po-
vel, interesting and certathty
vrowd-pleasimy; display at this
vear's match' sald Steleo
exiubit co-ordinaler J. R
Lamb. Stelco wiltk be deman:

strating how ils stockade
panels can help the feedlot
operater—HRCA's  buffalo
will be inside a stee] stoek-
ade.

PARADES
Colorful  parades are
sehediled through tented city
at 1 p.m. daily during next
week's [ndernationl Plowing
Aatel.

——

HOBRSE POWER

Horses still have o place of

honor at every plowing maleh
and their sure-feoted power
witl apain be featured at next
week's International,
aithough the emphasis s en
plowing by tractar power.

his employer bought a new
truck and asked George if he
would paint the nome an the
donr, “Anid ever since I've
teen husy palnting,”' says the
Court 5t. resident.

Ul al work

He remained at the mi (i
name changed to MIHun
Milling Co. during the war

cars) and stayed on when
Supersweet Feeds purchased
the company {rom Dr. €. A
Martin in 1960, In 1871 he
transferred to Sherwoodd
Farms, Dundas, another
division of Tobln Hooad
Muliifoods, where he worked
na an agrl-products salesman
and serviceman.

Last September he of-
ticially retired aler 16 yoars
with the mill but he stlll foes
aome part time work for the
company. They call George
whenever they need him. And
he's still busy travelling
around Ontarle with the
Sherwood Favms sound coar, o
company car oulfitted wilh
spenkers and o public ad-

resy systiem.

e vigits Milton Farmers’
Market, fall fairs in the
district, horse shows, gnarden
partles and all kinds of publie
ceventa where a sound cor and
recorded musle are needed.
The car and PA system ore
atge in bhlg demand for
parades. Much of this work I8
dene “'gratis’”.

former
champion
Stoultvilte.

Just kidding, bul. ..

“"Bobh was kidding around
with us and said HHalton
should be hosting the IPM one
of these days," says George.
Jack Taylor agreed it wos a
good iden. So George wrotle a
quickinule to the chairman,
“Why can't we have the IPM
in Hallon?"" nnd the chairman
stond up and said George
Swann had ]Iusl informed him
Italton should host the maltch.
From there
snowballed—the
Plowmen
asked for permission in the
spring of 1970 to host the 1974
maten, and won OPA's ap-
provi).

Ever since,

world lnwin[?
Beb Timbers o©

things
Halton
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THE HALTON COMMITTEE has been bus
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“MR, SIGN MAN" at the Internationa! Plowing
¢ars has been George Swann of Milton,
lace™ sign he hangs over his warkshop.

match.

Euhlicil chairman has been
usy telling people about the
Sept. 24-28 event in Haltop
Hills. He and helpers have
attended farm showa in
Toronto, London and (Mtawn

~and miscellaneous publie

events throughoutl Helton and

iis aurroundings, lelling

%mplu to come to Hallon In
4.

Gearge and his committee
hought special Halton TPM
flags, caps bearing the Hallon
insignin, restaurant place
mats, book matches, [opel
hpdnum Limr:lvu:-t calendnrs,
5ENs an
promoting the show. They
arranged 4 squore dancing
demonstration at an OPA
moecting and had the Milton

senior Citizens Orchestea
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promoting the 1974 International Plowing Matc

ever since Halton was awarded the honor of chairman George Re: 1 '
hosling it back in 1970. Here's a booth Halton set up George Swann (who did all the signs) and Ontario

eve_r_ Y

bumper stickers
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Pictured in the booth are Halton Local Committee
chairman Ross Segsworth, sanitation committee
adhead, publicity chairman

renamed  ““Halton  Sod-
husters when they travelled
to events plugging the '74
mateh., .
At midnight

"“Wherever | go, I publicize
it,"” snys George. A couple of
weeks Ago you might have
secn him tocking up o Hir{n
hear Rockwood., . .ot mid-
night, by the light of hla car
headlights. If you visited the
recent Steam-Era in Milton,
everywhere you iurned there
was i sign or a poster or a
bumper sticker promoting

the maieh, thanks o George. ;

And at  an  executive
meeting o couple of weeks
agoe; he went oul in the
parking Job and counted how
many  commiltee workers'
cars had bumper stickers,

“There are 63 cars in the
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Match for the past 21

ictured with the “Payntin’
¢ does nil the signs for the

body about it

rkin% tot and only 13 of
hem have plowing mateh
bumper gtickers,' he told the
roup. “They'te no good to
Euﬂp as souvenire—gel Lhem
oh your cars,’’ he rcolded.

BEAUTIFUL FARMS
Halton's beawtiful forms
are even more beautiful this
yenr, thianks {o the farmstead
anid home Improvement
compelition sponsored h{ the
International Plowing Mateh
commitliee. (ver 100 farmy
enlered  the compelition
where prizes were awarded
for the most tmprovement in
the property. This contest has
been held in the hast county
every year for the past 22
yirars, and to dale more than
A Torms  have ' been

beautified in 1his manher.
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at the ORFREDA show in Toronto last year. Furrow Queen Sheila Armstrong.
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