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Crowd of 300 entered the Legion after ceremonies to hear speeches and applaud
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" How | love
- September

If 1 were n young fellow, starting all over
npiuin. [ would try to finagle mysell Into n
ob whoere I could take my bholidays in
September, perlerably stretching them to
nboul the middle of October,

These are the golden months, in this
country. [ know, I've lived here longer than
1 care Lo remember. October {s beautiful,
hut Septemher is bountiful, beneficent and
blessed by a Higher Power. And 1 don't
menn the Hydro.

The nther so-called summer months are
a pain In the arm. June s hot and humid
and mosquitoes. July and August are Im-
poasible: stifilng when you're trying to

sleep. or roining when you're trying to -

canrvm
ovember Is fit only for Remembrance
Day, when even the birds weep, because the
overhead (cloudsy is so low they can’t fly.
December is a hectie, commercialized
mess, when you don't know whether you're
#oing to have a ‘'green” Christimas,
meaning dirty and sloppy and slushy, or a
“white” Christmas, meaning up to your
navel in snow.

January is a long, forbidding month,
something like a long, forbidding school
teacher, with a drip on his nose, frozen. It
promises nothing, threatens muen.

Februnry is shorter, but sneakler. It
snows and snows and it gets colder and
colder. And you get the flu’ and you get
sickening cards from friends who have
gone south for the winter. :

January and February, unmarried,
ﬁ[imwn_ March, which is like something
illegitimate borne by a drab in a ditch.
Occasionally it turns out to be a beputiful
child, but nine times oul of ten, it is
retarded.

April. Brownipg, writing from [taly,
said: *'Oh to be in England, now that April’s
there."” Maybe England. But another poet,
T. S. Eliot, must have been relerring to
Canada when he said: “April is the
cruellest month.” There's not much snow
left, except in the woods and shadowed
::-%Lmter-:i but that's about all you can say
about it.

Then, as most of us know, comes May,
Ah, May the burgeoning of Spring, the little
tender shouots coming out on the trees, the

I'm cleaning up our “Suste”,

She's miil?l l? the fnirtﬁ .

Her smiling (ace, in the porker’s place,
She'll be Lhe ¢leanest there,

Her sides are chemical bacon, g
From the scientific store,

With ev bite the price is right,
What could vou ask (or more?

Her manners at the table

Are now improved a lot,

She {eeds the brood, on chemical food,
with “"hormones’ from the pot.

But, when it comes (0 feeding people,

sun warming up, the troul running, sum-
mer just around the corner.

Girls who have been named May must
be very capriciaus. May can be glotious,
warm, 0 thawing of the frozen Unnadan
soul, a realtzation that you have unec agair
got through a Canadinn winter without
committing suicide,

This year, May showed her other side. T
know n place not too far away where
anglers, on opening day, were casting their
lures onto a thin skin of ice, not water. And
the trout were running, alright. Right un-
derneath the (ce. There is no evidence that
any of them smashed up through the ice to
anatch ot o lure. This year, even the crows
had a phlﬁgmy rasp in their throats when
they cawed. ,

Well, that about takes care of the
Canadian calendar. I've already dealt with
the so-called *'suminer’ months. ’I"nu_r!s;ts
and mosquitoes (n about equal proportions.
The tourists get their blood sucked, and the

mosquitoes suck out blood.

If I hod to choose between a tourist, who
kicked sand in my [nce at the heach, tail-
gated me on the highway, and crowdetd me
off the goll course, and o mosquite, who
merely wanled a qulet (our cunces of my
bload, 1'd have a hard time choosing.

That leaves only September and
October. No tourists, no mosquilpes, no
snow. Just .yellow sunshine, a bountiful
larder of the harvest, warm days, cool
nights when sleep is deep and swecet.

Everything is n, still, in September,
I can visualize o (ishing comp, good food, a
chilly swim, a fire and swecaters, good
conversalion with good [riends. a game of
chess, early to bed ond up early for a try at
the fIsh, seme books, no telephone, no wile,
ne kids. If this sounds like male
chauvinism, it is. '

This is perhaps one of the things the
rmore strident [eminists in our midst ab-
sorbed. Once in a while he must gel away
from his woman. He's not trying to prove
I&Emanhmd or anything psychological like

t.

He's merel tryirllﬁ to save his sanity.
He's sick, right to the heart, of hearing
what Mabel said to Marjoric and what
Marjorie is going to do about Jack, who

A tribute to Susie

She has always done her share,
She made good use of farm produce,
And licked her ptatier bare.

That's why I'm proud of “Susice™
Come see her at the FAIR,

I've woashed her feel and trimmed them

neat, .
I've even fixed her hair.

1 wanl you folk to see her,

All decked up in the rig,

Just say a prayer, that she is there,
For GOD gave ws Lthe PIG.

Victor Smith
R.B. 2 Rockwood.

drinks too much, and what Mable hguihg to
do about her kid, who is smoking pot.

Maybe I'm a male chauvinist, but I'm
not a plg. I've changed diapers, done
dishes, scrubbed floors, fed babies, long
before Women's Lib became fashlonable.

Hut once in a while I have to gel away
[rom my womann, with the other braves, and
exchange male fopperles, foolishness and
far-out stories.

. Today we take a sauna bath, I'll bet that
hundred years ago Bull-With-The-
uffolo’s-Bum and Sneaky With-The-
Beaver took off for o month’s hunting and-
and fishing when they could no lnnfer stand
Myrile White-Father and Mary Six-Bables
gossiping about their babies.

And I'll bet they took it In September.

Others say . . . .

Deconditionalization—what on
earth does it mean? Well, accord-
ing to Terry Mannell of Halton
Region Conservation Authority it
describes money formerly alloc-
aled by the province which now
goes (o Regional Government. The
Region now determines its
distribution. Perhaps it makes
sense when you think about it, We

had ail become.conditioned to our

municipalities and the Region has
deconditioned us, meney and atl!
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The fair is for everybody

Acton Agricultural Society
expects {o add its 61st successful
fair to its long history this
weekend. And for the first time (1
will be a three-day fair, including
Sunday events. This will make it
even more [sol:ular.

The first issues of the Free
Press almost 100 PV’EEI'E ago
reported on monthly fairs, but they
were primarily for livestock.

y'sfairs are for everybody.
The emphasis on entertainment as
well as exhibits add new dimen-
sions to the whole concept of rura)
fairs,

Fairs have actually been in
existence in Ontario since 1702,
when the governor of Upper

The

This week's special section on
the International Plowing Maltch
will, we hope, interest local people
in a unique haﬂlenin that's very
close to home, it will be one of the
most interesting events in Ontario
and right here in Halton Hills, just

Canada, Jehn Graves Simcoe, was

a patron of the first fair at Niagara-

on-the-Lake. Now there are over
240 fairs in Ontario, and they seem
o be getting better all the time.

Fairs nﬁpﬂal to farm people of
course, and these pm{)le EH]DJ‘ a
little friendly competition. And to
those who have left the farm. But
the Acton fair will also be a delight
o people who have only seen n
farm from their car windows. The
mini-farm Pﬂrticuluriy fills & gap
in children’s education, snd their
eyes will be shining as they reach
out and pat the iive animals.

Local talent will be enjoyed, and
Miss Acton Fair will get everyone's

applause., Flowers, sewing, and
wckles from town and country
mes will be lined up in luscious
array. Horges grow more popular
each year,

Booths and trailers are going to
take this perfect opportunity of
meeting many Acton and district
people.

‘Fhe Sherldan traller, for in-
stance, will be conducting a survey
with an eye to starting an Acton
f:umfus. If you're interested, look
for it. A

A nedglnE Oxfam grnug will be
ready to talk to interested people.
And friends will meet friends.

Sce you there!

match is impressive

stith of Georgetown. As well as the
largest diﬂféi? of farm machinery,
there will be cars, home supplies,
cooking and fashion shows, com-
petitions and parades cvery day at
noon. Halton region and Halton
Hills are planning special areas

that will likely interest us even
more than outsiders.

Many people in this district have
driven miles to attend other
matches, Now it's right here - a
great opportunity to see something
that's really impressive.

Should Acton double?

A housing proposal which could
double Acton's size was a mind-

bﬂgiler at Haiton Hills council last
wee

Each of the town's three schoals
already has two portable
classrooms. In how many other
ways would we have to cope with so

many people?

But a more serious problem
than that is the long-range goal.
Should Acton grow much? Can the
Black Creek handle the sewage
cffluent”? Should we he a dormilory
town?

in years past, the Free Prese
would have been attending plan
ning board meetings to hear our

members’ opinions on this vital
rrnpuﬂul, but meetings of the new

{alton Hills planning advisory sub-
committee are closed to the press,
‘Their thoughts go on to council,
lhuup]g,h. via minutes, and we’'ll be
hearing plenty more about this
huge project.

Observation on Renaissance

H.R. 4, Acton,
Sept. 13, 1974

To The Edilor,
Acton Free Press,

Since last March [ have been [ollowing
in the Acton Free Press the campaign of the
FH{alton HRenaissance Committee to
descredit the administrative staff «f the
Halton Board of Education. | am prompled
to write this letter in an attempt to mid a
dimenslon on hehalfl of officinls  who,
becouse Lhey are professionals, cennol
themselves engage in smear taclics. Any
cilizen organization has the right to be
heard on public education concerns and
many 'ﬁuﬂfu roups have participated in
programme development on the invitation
of the Halten Board and its staff, but when o
person or persons carry on a campaign of
denuncilation, buck-shot fashion, using
invective and innuendo to efiect their own
subjective aims, then their project should
be exposed for what It is.

My susplcions in regard to the ethlcs af
the ftena ssance Commilice were first
aroused by the illchosen adjectlves used to
describe Mr. Singleton (Director of
Education for Halton). Any contacts that [
have had with Mr. Singleton left me Im-
pressed with his integrity and competence
as opposed to Mr. Campbell’s opinlon who
chooses to describe him as “ruthless, in-
sensitive, cowardly, intimidating, tyran-
nical.” (Aclon Free Press - April 10th).

These epithets have had to go unanswered
since the Director of Education could not
possibly stoop to engage in this kind of

mudslinging. :
The Ren. Com. has based much of its case

on an “‘every householder™” opinion survey

as indicated by thelr brief to the Board of
Education Emaented Aug. 22nd. For this
reason I will confine my observations Lo an
evaluation of that document in general and
some of its recommendations in partlcular.

In general, the tactic of the campaign
appears to be one where the end justifies
the means: the end being the highly blased
point of view of a small but loud minority

group  and  the  means heing  n
pseudnscientific approach o glve the ap-
pearance of credibility, Let us examine
sopne of the [allacites inbierent in the suryey,
First of all, if o survey is to be used as an
honest basls for inductive reasoning, it
miust bave good research des| go o provide
e checks and balances te minbmize built-
in hins. | see no evidence of such care inils
compilalion Qpdeeod e chaom s made in
this respecty s that the validity  and
relinbitily (the sine qua o nf all resear-
ching) are somewlhit suspect,
The briefl quates o M Reade who was
apparently consuaited with respeet 1o
“research desgn. He is quoteal as follows,
“"However, one must ascertain whether the
557 responses cun be constnied as a randam
sample of the popuolation. The question
must be added, "'Were the respondents
maore motivated to reply becnuse they were
dissatisficd with the status quo than those
whao didn’t reply? . . . anathier point is that
IF {my emphasis) the respanse is random,
there is a 95 per cent probability that the
resulls on any given question are valid.”
Mr. Readoe s quite right but he is not
Eivinﬁ credence Lo this “research”, per se,
ut merely pointing ot pitfalls. The com-
mittee, hawever, aller admitung thit tne
answer to his question is unknawn, blindly
proceeds on the assumption that the sample
13 & random one and therefore valid within
five percent! It is as if having quoted
scripture, any subrsequent statement mist
be true. .
As a matter of fact it is the lack of proper
sampling which gives the survey o
dangérous bias and makes the conclusinns
drawn from it ta be spurious. Il s my
opinion that heediess of Mr., Reade's
warning, the committee succumbed {o the
temptation of phrasing the questions in a
manner likely to elicit emotional rather
than rational responses. Those wlo were
generally satisfied with the educational
system would lend (as I did} to dismiss it as
rehlorie. Anvone with a heef would be apt to
use it ag a vehicle for his dissatisfaction. To
test the sample rondomness a pilot study to
determine the pattern of response s
NCCCS3Ory.

Sfree Press

20 years ago

Taken Irom the lssue of the Free Press

of Seplember 23, 1954 ;

Despite & continvously threatening day,
which concluded with a disheurteninﬁ
shower of raln, abott 3,000 flocked throug
the exhibits, the midway, and the arca
allotted to judging at Acton's annual fall
fair last Sat . This vear's event was
fully a two-day falr, with the midway in full
swing Friday evening, the show which
crowded the arena Friday evening,
Saturday afternoon crammed wilh events
and both a donkey baseball game and dance
on Saturday evening.

Recipients were alightly below last year,
Both days had chilly and damp weather.

The arena was [(illed with many standing
for the acls of the Friday performance.
After president Ray Everdell welcomed the

p. R. Parker lock over as master of
ceremonles for evening.

Winners of the freckled face contest were
Jamie Ironside, William Wragg., Yvonne
Bllitenwyk and June Rennick.

Those who won Lhe prizes for attending
the fair from the greatest distance were
Mrs. Wilson of Crieff, Perthshire, Scotland,
and Mrs. L. E. Crump, London, England.

Three girls, students at Acton high school
last venr, have been awarded Dominion-
Provincial student-ald bursaries. The three
whose work merited the award are Nancy
Lambert, Mary Bralida and Ena Jennings.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of September K, 1924 .

It has at last been decided that two
questions, and 1wo only, shall be sutimitted
to the electors of the Provinee of Ontario at
the Plebiscite Vote on the gueslion of in-
toticating liguors at the election, 1o be held
on (elober Z3 next.

A fairly gow] crowd lurned out on
Thursday evening last ta the Citizens” Band
{‘ontcert in the Town Hall.’ ;

The nnniversary services of the
Methmdist Church will be held on Sunday,
November 3. Rev, Mr. Culp has been
successful in securing Hev., George H.
Willinmson, . 1., pastor of the Meliro-
politan Church, Toeronto, as the preacher
for this cccasion.

' The business men of Acton contemplate
the organization of 4 Hoard of Trade or
(Chamber of Commerce, and will meet in
town hall this evening at cight o'clock to
take the first steps toward the fermation of
such an institution. The purpose is to lake
intd consideration matlers of interest for
the town's welfare; 1o co-aperate with the
Council in securing desirable improve-
ments: 1o investigate proposals for ad-
ditional manufacluring ploces amd any
other matters caleulated to advante the
best material interests of the municipality.

L

Apart from the above, the actual num-

Cbers rrﬂlmlliiin{l is nol as impressive as one
I¢

is lend Ao believe. The questionnalre 1S
called uan “every householder”  aplnion
stryey. The number of responses  (557)
represents about one per cent of the total
households  polled. Therefore when  the
ciaim is made that to the guestion "'in your
apinion are the elementary schools
wleguately  teaching the 3 R's?" the
praportion Feplying **No™ is 68 per cent, nne

st appreciaie that this response has comn
am 68 per cent af the households.

Aunother obscervation supports my.
eritieism nf the number ghme being playe
When a well-advertised forum wns con-
ducted by the Hen. Com. in Acton on May
tst, less than 20 Actonfans were present
tActon Free Press). This represents
sornethlng less than o ground sell of
protest! .

A predominant part of the brlel in
guestion which deals with Hecom-
mendations reveals surprising ignorance of
pcdducational policies, practices upd
techniques of the Halton pystem. For
example - the committee recommends that
a commitiee be appointed to evaluate the
county system while in fact such a group
was set up in 1971 It included 13 citizens
why responded to an advertisement for
moembers, :

Another recommendatlon is equally
redundant; “*we recommend that wherever
the “‘open concept” approach to education
is heing followed, an urtiunni program
along more conventional lines must be
rovided by the Board . . . " Since 1972 the

-Board's policy on optional attendance has

heen in effect,

And so the brief goes on [rom rhetorical
questions and inpuendo to redundant
recommendations, all justified,
presumahbly, by a pseudo-scientific opinion
survey. At the risk of puttinﬁnjrﬁelr In the
same ring with Mr. Campobell, I cannot
resist the mischievous comment that the
term ‘‘Rennaissance” is cerlﬂinlr an ap-
propriate one for 15th century thinking.

E. B. Comfort,

R.R. 4, Acton

75 years ago

Tahen [rom the issue of the Free Preas
of September 14, 1599

Mr. Henry Hortop, Eden Mills, recently
put in new machinery in the mill, which was
Funning last Friday for the first time since
the alterativns were made. Naturally the
villagers  were interested, and were
present in considerable numbers to inspect
the mill.

Pontan's 350,000 civil suit against Lhe
Dominion Bank came to gricf again in Lhe
[}ivisiona) Ceurt yesterday. Last March the
case was dismissed by Judge Sireel al the

" Cobourg Assizes, the plainti{f refusing to go
on after the judge had refused to pnst;]:_ltmn
the trial. The Divisienal Court judge eld
that they could not interfere wilh the dis-
crolion exercised by the trial judge lrE
refusing the application. The bona fides 0
the application was affected by the fact that
when  the lirst application was - made
nothing was said about these WItnesaes,
who were then absent. The appeal was
dismissed with costs.

‘The induction of Rev. L. W. Rous, late of
(:lencoe. into the pastorate of Knox Church,
Gugelph, lakes place this afternoen at Lhree
a'cleck. Rev. R.J. M. Glassford, Moderalor
of the Presbytery will preside; Rev. Mr.
Johnson will preach the sermon; Hev. A.
Blair, B. A, Hussa?nwcyu, will address the
Minister and Rev. H. A. Macpherson, Acien
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