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construction in Bovis subdivision. The photo

was taken August 14 by Steven Dills. Churchi
runs across the top of the picture and new subdivision

L S

1 don’t know about you, bul we've had a
real whizzer of 8 summer, Just a mad, gay,
The Great Gatsby sort of thing.

You know what T mean. You've been
through it. Laitering by the pool with an
extra-dry martini and the golden girls un-
dulaling past with so little on that your eye-
balls pop cut and splinter your sun glasses,

Enchanting evenings on the beach,
waves lapping, the fire glnwi embers,
and just the twonty-four of you, Night, and
myslery, and romance. {By the way, did
F:;II ever iry to glow an ember?) It's guite s

And apeaking of feat, the only lappin

["ve heard this summer is our ahymmttg
stupid cat lapping the sweat off my feet. He
secins lo like it — probably has a sait de-
ficiency problem — and I must admit it

gives me a strange, perverse thrill,

Perhaps by now you realize thal in my
own far from subtle way, [ am suggesting
that we've had a bummer of a summer.

And yay are absolutely, without
qualification, one hundred and twenty-four

per cent right.

- Dh, don’t think it’s been a complete
waste of time. We've aged two years in two
months, which is Tﬂ'le o feat. There's that

" word again, Feet

We haven't just been lying around,
watching the grass grow. This weuld, in any
case, be difficult, since it does not grow
after about the 20th of June. But the dande-

lions are prelty, though short-lived, and the
wild clover has a certaln charm.

No. We've been quite active socially. It
all started after Commencement, iast June.
One of the teachers had a party.

-AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH shows houses under
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Teachers, aflter Commencemcent, are
somewhat similar to Magellan’s sallors,
who after battling slx montha to round Cape
Horn, find themselves a Pacific Ocean and

a tropical island.

It was a good parly, as parties go, and
they go teo long. However, as we soy in the
game when we don't quite know what else
to say, we accepled a ride home with our
restdent artist, who came in for some hot
choeolate and burned a hole in one of the
end-tables as hllghn.-. your eye, when no one
was looking, in the process of putting out a
cigareite.

1 think that started the summer on the
wrong [eot. T seem Lo have a fetish about
foots and feet taday but don't let it bather
you.

~ Well, to get back to-our swinging sum-
mer social ltfe, it's been something. We've
been to a funeral and a wedding. 1've never
had so much kisssing in my lile.

While the funeral was sad, in a sense, it
was also a family rcunion, in another.

Nephews and nieces [ haven't seen in years.

And four of Lthe flve Smileys all together at
once, for the first time in a couple of

decades. The wee Colonel was in Germany.
And the wake had o good touch of Irish in i,

If you follow me.
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roads extend east (left) to it. The new swimming
at the high school may be seen at the top right corner |
of the picture, with Warren Grove (wartime housing)
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And the wedding was n prctl‘f ;1:11:{1 shaol,
too, even though we discovered the happy
couple had been married severn]l hours
before, due {o some stupld, rldleulous
atntute, | got to Kisa not enly the bride, but
her four older sisters, all of them former
siudents of mine. And Lhelr mother.,

Also, a8 0 was o Bo-hai wedding, quite a
few of the guests, ranging from suckling
babes to grandmothers, were former
students.

I like to See them and talk to them. John
H. 15 an artist who gave me, I think, a lucld
explanatlon of how he ks trying to combine

the purely visual, the abstract, and his own .

consclousness. John M., an the other hand,
was about to head for the west conat, but
someone was trying to talk him Into going
lo Germany instead.

Margare! sang some songs thal maoke
the ripples go up and down your spine. She
has granny glasses and a great grin.

Len Is a grave<digger. Gets twenty-five
bucks n day whether he hns lo dig a grave
or not, He offered me a speclal deal, on
some wasteland behind the cemetery. In
September ha's off o England to study bow
to teach in a specinl schoel whose theme s
Awnkeness. We should enll our schools
Assleepness,

Ah! Greal to be young.

Nonetheless, somebady must carty the
hlasted tarch. I've been swimming twice, |
have driven past the golf club once. I've
been fishing once and caught three crap-

ica. My wife just broke three ribs, We've
en wailing for the roofer for three weeks,

And tomorrow, we have gur -Lthird big
socinl occasion of the summer. M
daughter and her hushand are arriving wi
iwenty retarded adults whom they've been
rétraining, for a picnic in the back yard.

" The Free Press Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken from the tssue of the Free Press
of Beptember 2, 1954

Thomas Yateman, Acton, esca In-
Jru:y early Friday evening when the 1534
rraplane model car he was driving rolled
into a ditch about two miles west of town on
Wo. 7 Highway and was damaged to the
extent of about $300,
According to provincial police officer
George Moore, the car's steering
mechanizsm became defective while
Yateman was driving, causing him lo lose
control and plow into the ditch where the
vehicle rolled over,
Born: Marcoux; To Mr. and Mrs. Jean
Marcoux, Aclon, a daughter in St. Joseph's

Hospltal, Guelph, . 1954,
Motkes sod baby are webe T

On Thursday, August 26, a shower was
held in honor of Lorraine (Stover) Gihbs at
the home of Mrs. Audrey McLean in Acton.
Many useful gifts were received,

The employees of Smith and Stone of
Georgetown presented her with a pair of
Elll.{ltleﬂu. & bedspread and an electric

ettle.

Members of the Acton Music Study group
E:thered Thuraday evening last at Lhe
me of Mrs. C. Heller. While meetings are

not held during the summer, the group
wished to honor two of the members who
are leaving Acton before the September
mopeting. 1
and sauceys were ted to Mrs.
g s nd et R e
movy mon onl and Mra.
Hards to Massachusseits.

50 years ago

Takes frem the ixsue of the Free Press
of Augost 28, 1924

The first threshing of fall wheat In
Halton county this season took place
on the farms of J. C. Alton and
Walker Gumby, Nelson township, and
Janothan Vansickle, Trafalgar township.
The wheat is a fine sample, and is yielding
480 30 bymhels to the acre, which is highly
satisfactory. The wheat iz a little above the

TN i ¢, and a0 [
\\h’f‘:;«l and 30 far no sprowuts have been
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Councillor Nicol has been Engagﬂ:d lthis

week in cieaning uE the old cemetery and
making it presentable. This Is very worthy
work and if sulficient support is given the
work Mr. Nicol will see these premises,
which should be regarded with hallowed
feelings. put into the condition which should
always prevail there, Subscriptions toward
this work have been made as follows: W, A.
Storey, $5: Samuel Mclam, Point Edward
35, A. T. Brown $5; Mrs. Charles Atkins, of
Toronto, $5; Andrew Murray, $5;
previously acknowledged, $20. :
Coasting on a bicycle while hanging onto
the back of a truck proceeding along the
Toronto-Hamilton Highway last Sunday

qnight, James DeMelo, 18 years of age, a -

section hand employed by the Canadian
National Railways at Bronie, was instently
killed when a passing touring car swerved
to the left of the truck lo clear it, but

knocked the boy under the wheels of the -

iruck. Both motors came to o stop. The
occupants of the automoblle walked over
and viewed the bedy, but let It lie there, it is
reported, and hastily drove off in their car.
The truck is gwned by the Oakville Basket
Company. Chiel of Police Kerr states (hat
action will be taken to arrest the occupants
of the passenger car in the event of thelr not
returning.

/5 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of August 24, 1893

In the recent annual plowing matches at -

Cartwright, Man,, Mr, Alex Waldie, Jr., son
of Mr. Alex Waldie, Acton, won the first
E‘l.:c. a sllver cup valued at $25 awarded by

rd Strathcona. Another son, William,

also.won a prize for best team and Mr.
William Waldie's son won a valuable prize.

. LAast weex some (wenly young men lelt
Acton for the Rainy River District, and on
Tuesday of this week some eighteen more

took their departure for the Northwest...

Most of them are probably regarded as
making lemporary visits cﬂ:u-ln

vest, bul there is nevertheless the [eeling
that il their Pultiun they will become
premanent residents of Ihe{hrthwest, and

r

the har-

be lost ns residents of Acton. Tuesday's 1ist
included Messrs. William McPhail, John S.
Coleman, Alian Mann, Horace Cook, David
Ellioit, William Forsyth and John Moffal,
to Brandon; John McNabb to Crystal City
Wm. Perrymon and his son Robert, lo
Russeil; Alex Campbell and Angus Keith,

--to Dauphin: Andrew McAlpine, Thomas

Bell, Allan Leichman, Alex Burns and Mrs.
Haggarly to Arden, and Miss Hales, 1o
Winnipeg. It is especinlly hoped Lhat Lhe
property owning citlzens among them will
not leave Acton permanently. Mr. McPhail
is superintendent of Knox Church Suhday
School and an active worker in the
Endeavor Soctety, while Mr. J. 5. Coleman

is o teacher in the Methodist Sunday School -

and an ex-president of the Epworth League.
The best wishes of lhe community go with
the company.
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P.O. is social institution

As far as we know, Acton people
are accepting house-to-house mall
delivery without protest.

Some are saying they'll miss the
daily trip to the post office and the
inevitable chat with friends.
However, the Free Press survey

found most people willlng to have.

house delivery.
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FFree Press

ot 80 in Yellowknife, North
West Territories, There the
residents are demanding an end to
Ottawn's plans to abolish post
office buxes and start home
delivery at the end of September.

They say there will be no
delivery on Saturday and that
much of their mail will be Jeltvered

Luditorial Page

a day later. -
And they declare that their
present system with its 2,000 post
office boxes and general delivery
wickets is a soclal institution.
Home delivery is due to start in
Acton Sept. 8. Does anybody hera
agree with the  people of

Yellowknife?

4 The Acton Free Press, Wed., August 28, 1974

Severadal candidates for the
honour of the smallest United
Church congregation in Canada are
listed in the current issue of The
United Church Qbserver.

One is Tahsis Inlet, on Van-
couver Island, which has a Iay
minister, an official structure and
three congregations with o total of
13 members—but only ecight of
them are still residents. Another is
Bamfield, on the west coast of

Smaller churches remain

Vancouver Island, which has a
minister and an organization, but is

't of o lurger official charge. Its
ocal membership has recently
climbed from seven to 12,

Baldwin’'s Mills, in Quebee's
Eastern Townships, has eight
members and an organization, but
only a summer student as minister.
Upsala, in northwestern Ontarlo,
has only four members, but no
minister or organization,

To count officially as a pastoral
chorge, a congregation must have
an officlally recognized
organization and a valid ministry.

The article makes us wonder
again Why the church hicrarchy
ingisted Churchill congregation
should dissolve and join with Ae-
ton, The community church there
was the happy result of the con-
troversy. :

Our readers write

Swimmer blows her stack

Editor,
Acton Free Presa:

[f this letter had been wrilten last week,
I might have been minus a Lypewriter as
the resuit of o resoundlng explosion.
Temper! Temper|—aond all because 1 was
tnformed by 8 kid young engugh to be my

randchild (she should be go unlucky!) that
cowld not swim in the beach area of old
Fairy Loke. [ have dog-paddled in Acton’s
nd for 50 years, and never before have |
een warned to stay out of the water.

Reason for -the edicl? There was o
awimminﬁ cinss {n progress, on a warm
mormning, Involving three [nstructors and no
more than half 2 dozen young bodies for
whose learning welfare, the whole beach
arca was cordoned off with buoy ropes. °

This aren happens o provide the unlﬁ
safe access to dunking water on the par
side. Elsewhere, a water baby encounters
mud, stones or weeds ond guck.

Before last Tuesday's conirontation,
Georgetown tecnager versus (Old Battle-
Axe, the latter had heard rumers lo the
effect that the gencral public, kids and
adults, were banned (rom the sandy sectlon
of F'ﬂlr?' Lake, in the interest of something
called “a water salely program'' - quote
from Halton Hills reercation department.

Cynical and all as I am about regional
government, I found this rumor hard to
credit, despite reports from an {rate mother
of a i5year-old boy, and a browned-off
husband whose spouse was maore or less
told to hang her clothes on the hickory llmb,
but don't go in the water,

The mom, & hard-worklng citizen had
dispatched son and younger daughters to
the park for lunch and a swim, a family
custom since the yeungsters grew old
enough to look after themselves. Boy-in-
charge tangled verbally with one of the
Instriciors, As a result the LAY was called,
Mom decided That was That ; ne more a.m.
park outing for her kids,

Last Tuesday, I learned for myself about
the out-of-bounds rule, I admit freely—to
use a corny expression—I over-reacted. In
plain English, I blew my stack.

When the young spokesman for regional
bureaucracy itdormed me politely that the
class would soon be over, ‘and you can go in
then’, this rellc of a less privileged
generation announced blunlly: that she was
going into Lhe water—now. Which she did,
while the instructor twittered: "We can't
allow it. We can't allow 11"

It would be cosy to report that the girl's
frantic injunctions ca me lo repent and
conform to the image of a nlce, old lady.
Alas, this senior citizen sometlimes known
as OLD BAG, and worse, ran true to form.
“Try and stop me', she snarled, and
plunged into the drink, whlle budding
Officialdom f[iguratively pranced with
[rusiration and lamented aloud, her
protests inaudible to the rebel swimmer,
whose thick skull was encased in a tight
bathing cap.

Brief swim over, 1 hailed an Acton
lifeguard and quizzed her about 'this idietic
rute and who dreamed it up.’ She explained
extra bodies in the swim area distracted
learners, and besides because of weeds it
was unsafe to swim outside the buoy line.
“Sorry you [eel this way, but we just can’t
aliow i1.” .

Still boiling, the OLD BAG served notice
that *“no chit of a teenager is going to tell
me when and where to swim. ['ve been
swimming in this pind for 50 years, and will
continue to do 50, regardless of rules.”

A call later to the Recreation olfice,
Georgetown (natch) Hallon Hills (har de
har) conflrmed that the park instructors
were enforcing a rule hat at top level.
Therefore, although the out-ol-bounds
restriction is in my opinion unfair tp the
general public, the girls were within their
rights 1o shoo Old Mcanie away.

Mr. Collison (Doug) recreation chlef
explained the lake was programmed
morni for water safety, am. hours
being rlﬁ least desirable of the day. The
Acton caller wanted to know how come—as
sgme people consider mornings the best
time for daily dips. Furthermore, everyone
is not free for various reasons to trip down
to Falry Lake afternoons.

Why, cuntli:num:ldﬁnzient Baby Snmk]s
was the park wadlng I getting only
limited ILE!I this aummpn?'?? ﬁ.ﬂ &Ilism

reminded Oldd Actonite wha did not need
remincling, that the shallow pool was
deslgned for wading rather thon swim-
ming. Yet belore pre-regionnl together-
ness, it was used continwously for swim
lessnny.

I would like to clurify one point: I do not
fauit the teenage waler safety instructors
for the job they have done this summer, If

sslng observation counts for unythlng,
hey are n credit Lo the "Ree’ department.
Polite, helpful and patlent with their young
chorges.

y gripe Is agalnst a rule that pennllzes
the general publie for the benefit of a few
youngsters. It should not be necessary lo
rope off the enlire beach area for swim
lessuns. For one thing, the morning ban
drlves pre-leen kids to Lhe opposite side of
the [mnd where they jump from piled-up
picnte (ables into 15-foot depths. ‘The olher
morning I asked a ten-year old: “Not very

- safe here, i3 L7

Her reply: "*No, it's kind of deep. Bul we
can’l swim on the nlher side.”

| concede readily that unrestricted
swimming in the beach area would pose
wroblems for instreclors and learners.
‘here are always a few clowns who apoll
things for the majority. A total ban, though,
ts carrying recreatinn authorlty too far.

Under normal circumstences, | conaider
mysch o Inwmhmln‘g citizen, who minds
her own husiness. Only lwo sets of cle-
cumslances make me violenl: eruelty to
hirds nand ¢ritters and being pushed around.

Befare reglonal government,
bhurcaucracy wus reaching the stage of
calling for a Heense to blow one's nose, .
Ifeing hedded down with Georgetown dand
Esquesing is cerlainly nol increasing the
Individual freedom of Aclonites. :

At 59 almost, and well over the hill, I
don't skate, tawl, curl, ride, golf or knotk
around a hadminton birdie. My only sport is
summer swimming in Foiry Lake. Hence, |
fiercely resent being told hy a Georgetown
young ‘un that I can't go into home waters,
when the spirit moves me.

Esther Taylor

“Poor little qgirl” replies

Dear Editor:

I wish tocorrect the letter from Anna and
John Conlglio because I am '‘Lhe poor little
girl'"" who bought the jeans,

The poer excuse of a bill which I recejved
was merely an old business card of Milady
Hairstyling with prices of the purchased
articles on the back. These prices were notl
ilemized according to the articles bought.
COther stores say the price cannaot be raised
on old 'stock unless clearly marked or the
cuslomer is informed. A & J's did neither.
The original price tags were taken off by the

store owners as [ bought my clothing.

I ngree with you on one peint, John, “it's
been a long hot summer'’ bul we spend our
time doing jobs for the “'Senior Cilizen's of
Acton, house painting mostly, [ am sure
they would not ﬂp%ll"ﬂ'-"f of us being called
“geabs” instead of S.C.A.P. You stand on
the sidewalk and shout at us walking by.
Have you run out of ways to amusc yourse|f
during the long hot summer?

We are giving to the people, not taking.

“Try it, you'll like it."”
Mary AnnDehaan

Pet of the week

LIGHTNING AND HER FOAL, Sunshine, are practicall

' ] {dof royal des- .
cent, as far as horses Fﬂ. anyway. Lightning is 19-years old and the half

sister of Trigger, that

amous steed belonging to

ally came from Maryland, but now lives on the Cuthbert farm, in retire- .

ment. On Lightning's back is Donny Cuthbert, who is very fond of both -

horses,
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