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“Complete denial of natural justice”

Area citizens ask Premier for impartial hearing on hydro corridor

18 Augtusat, 1874

The Honourable Willlam G, Davis, Esq.,
Q.C.,

Premier of Ontarlo,

Toronto, Onlarlo.

Dear Mr. Premier,

Re: Ontario Hydro - Bradley Geeorgelown
Transmission {ines

ANDRE: Solandt Commission

‘The Globe and Mail report of 12 July,
1974 annnuncirq your Government's
dicisfons as to I{’dm routes bore the
caption *‘Unique public review of Hydro's
planning invited Ey McKeough." -

Our group has now recovered from the
shock of what was aoctually being an-
noumced in the Darcy McKeough lctier
dated 12, July, 1974 just sufficiently that

we now give you our preliminary criticisms
before proceeding to the next neceasary
step in dealing with a province-wide
response,
1. In respect lo our pointing out the
absolute necd to understand and correcl
Hydro planning in 1974 for steps com-
mencing Immediately, we and the
remaining public have been promised
instead an opportunily to look at and to
criticlse the generalitles of far-distant
general planning. The concepts are ino-
tangible, the date of any hearings on them
is projected for sometime in 1973, and the
opporiunily lo spcak ol dAistant Iuture

ssitilitles on a theoretleal level leaves a
E:d taste as the farms and properties of
our arca are belug cut or destoyed by
actualittes.

Long-term planning is necessary, and
we are cunsidering the recrulting of in-

dependent skills (o take a uscful part in
SuCh a process.

2. Mr. McKcough speaks of proceeding
to a vast increase in the nuctear facililies
al Bruce, thereby
of many millions of doliars at thal h:u:il‘letg'ii
and multiplying now oand forever lhe n
to proliferale more and heavier tran-
smission lines across the prime
agricultural and scepic areas of south-
western Ontario. It would appear sensible
to end any increase In capacity al Bruce
and to install nuclear generating capacity
closer to the aclual and projected load
centros, eg. Lake Ontarlo for Toronig-
Hamilton and the Golden Horseshoe, while
RBruce generation could service Nerth
Western Ontarto and Northern Ontarlo. Rt
is recognized, however, that a connectlon
must be made to other 300 kv nutworks.

ain, the Bruce-Essa line, under con-
sﬁﬂrutiun by Hydro, does not appear to
have been linked Into the disclosed plan.

3. It Is indicated thal no enquiry or
investigation beyond the empty, ex post
facto, publlc mecetings of this spring are
intended to be held for Lhe Limchouse-
Orangeville area or the patch from that
arca to Bradley Junction, while all ather
areas would now appear to have some
independent hearings, The announcement
stales that “hearings of necessity”” will be
reteined for this area. This uﬁapnrnnt
concesaion o democracy 18 ln substance
no more than a sop to the appearance of
usefu partlcipatlon, It {s understoed thal
hearings of necessily ure (raditionally
matters af form without effect, and tha
case law Indicales that it s nnlg -
propriate lo find out if the taking awt ority
congiders the work necessary. The (in-
dings from the hearing are then lelt,
cyn%cnlly to the exproprialing authority
itsell a8 the body declding whether or not
to carry out its ﬂlrendyfammd plans.
Looking at the overall “declsioni” nn-
nounced, It would appear that Hydro made

incurring capital cosis

. areas concerned and lauded by

Once upon a time, ! really enjoyed
shopping in supermarkets.

My wife hales shopping of any kind.
Most women, 1 believe, rather enjoy it,
especially for clothes, She'detests it.

Therefore, she'd hand ine a list as long |

as a fool, and off I'd go to the supermarket.
Walking into thal air-conditloning on 2
sweltering summer day was like going for a
cool swim olf a red-hot beach.

Picking up your empty cart was
like getling into a boat to go fishing, or
finding an empty cornucopia to fill.

Then there was the pleasant, leisurely
stroll through the vast maze of goodies.
Past the vegetable counter, where the
contents were sprayed with water to make
them lock *'g -fresh™. Poking through
the mecat counter, with the red light over-
head te make the meal Jook { er.

Along the [rozen-lood secilon, where |
always did some wild impulse buying, like
fiddicheads or {resh shrimp in a gourmet
sauce, -

Into the fruit section, where I'd snatch
up a basket of apples that Jooked as though
they came from the Garden of Eden and
tasted like wel tigsue, Or grab a bag of

~ oranges that iooked as though umg fust
he:hplmkednﬂntmand had about as
m
as a wizened little old lady of 94.

[ ]

juice in them (and a lol more seedsy)

its plana, then held ils nsuperficial
henrings, and then has simply received the
dellberative approval of the Cabinet to go
on and do practically exactly what il had
always planncd lo do, nnd in the way nnd
in the places {irst intended. I 1t {8 correct
thaot the heorings of neceasity themaelves
would be limited to loeal conditlonn, then
you combine lhe mackery of un empty
rocedure with the fact of rmvliﬂn 0
orum where uneighbour will be pilied
against nelghbour In order lo aveld the
direct impact of the lines,

4. It Is perfectly clear that the Solanlt
hearings were focused on the concerns of
those people diveetly alfected by tha east-
weat corvidors, and concessipna wero
made which atfected our area nugutwulf.
A curlous aspect of Dr. Salandi’s repori is
his refusal Lo accept the expert, poulrol
and highly expensive roporl of the. en-
vironmental congultant, Druco Howlell,

cepnceming the Faearpment L‘rnninﬁ. hr!r.
v Iy

Howlett's arganizatlon wis solected ;
Solandt to make an inlenslve rv.tm!{1 of the

fim ns
belng outatandlng in the fleld, Mr. Howlell
was able to recommend an Eacarpment
Crossing ngreeable (o the many thowsands
of vancerned prople ropresenied in the
briels submitied, but [r. Soland! made a
recommendation conflicting  with their
views and Mr. Howleti's. Ne un-
derstandable explanstion for the choice
has appeared In spite of Mr. McKeough's
comment on page 13 of his July Lith, 1994
statement, " Based on copnideration of tha
evidenve presented to him, De. Solandt
made recommendoetions regarding the
route of the B0OKV corridor.” We must
further comment that Dr. Solandt
misunderstood the Implications of the
Hruce to Fsan alternate sinee he suggestod
an additional escarpment crosaing wau
required. Thig of course would not Lo {he

Pondering over the cheese counter and
selecting a ripe Camembert, forgetting the
cheese slices which were on the list.

Then there were the delightful personal
encounters. The bowing and stepping back
and smiling when you almost ran inlo a
little old tady with her cart. The making
friends with sticky bables rlding in the
baskels. The briel interchange with a friend
and the inevitable, “"We must get together
one of these days.”” The polile and friendly
clerks who would gallop a quarter-mile u
and down Lhe aisles to find you one small
item you couldn’t locate. ;

And finally, a pleasant chit-chat with the
cashier, and the cheery willingnegs of the
packers, the boys who put your stuff in bags
and then carried it to your car, even in a
blizzard, refusing a tip, once, then taking it
with Lthanks,

Those were the days. But they're gone.
Oh, the same cnkldy moodmusic comes
over the speakers. The signs and banners
are there, more misieading than cver. But,
by gosh, the price Is NOT right, the service
is lousy, nntPthe old courtesy and leisure-
liness {1 a thing of the past.

 The vegetables are still hosed down, but
now the customer s being hosed as well.
Filty cents for a head of lettuce?

We now walk past the meat counter with
eyes averted, until we come to the hamburg
section and surreptitiously snatch up half a
pound.

The frozen food department is enough to
freeze the blood. In frult, raspberries at
$1.00 a pint, bananas that look beautiful at
ten cents each, and rot overnight. And on

' think is

WILDFOWL on Fairy Lake in-
crcase monthly as ducks, geese
and swan raise broods of young.
Sometimes the north arm of the
Jake resembles a harbor as flot-
illas of fowl congregate for a
~daily feeding by Esther Taylor.

and on. Cheese must be made of angels’
milk.

Service? You might as well be in the
Sahara locking for an casis as in a super-
market looking for a clerk.

There seems to be a big cut-back on
stalf. Hit for the door with a full shopping
cart on a busy Friday or Saturday aFter-
noan and two of the live or six check-out
counters will be closed. You can stand in
line for half an hour. The cheery bays who
used (o do the packing are almost non-
existent, and you're lucky If they put vour
groceries in your cart, let alone take it to

your car. The cashiers are as (rlendly as
computers.

Inside the store, don’t turn your back on
that sweet little old lady you once ex-
changed smiles and apologies with. She'l
run J:u down from behind with sixty
pounds of groceries, trying to beat you to
that “super-speclal’ on aged turnips.

Dan’t try to make [riends with that cute:
kid riding in the basket. He'll probably
throw a half-empty pop can at you, or sling
:h half-¢aten chocolate bar onto your clean

irt.

Oh, dear reader, we are being mani-
pulated by the supermarkets. Whr;gdn u
aying for \hat “‘free" kfncg,

those full-page or double-page ndvertise-

mentis, all that fancy packa 71t s
and it is I, lellow sucker. e Yol

! always knew I was being 'Lnicﬂ in a
supermarket. But it used to be sort of fun.
Now it's a nightmare.

case, but one lesa eroselng could be en-
visnged.

In aharp contrast to the intensive study
af the Nonllcoke-Pickering route, the
Bradley-Georgetown study was conducled
by Hydro officinls themnelves. The very
name “‘Bradioy-Uecorgetown’ Indicales
the proe-<oncelved asnumptions with which
Hydro began and the (indings that
resulled. Obviously Hydro Intended from
the firet o cross the Facarpment nt
Limehouse beskde Qeorgetown, and thelr
rofusa! to give acrlouns conaideration to
auch nllematives as the Bruce-Easa route
as advanced In thelr learlngs Is un.
deratandable. This {a why concerned
cltizens in (he aren from Bradley to Milton
are justifled in thelr fevlings thot the
performance of the so-called “publie in-
ut' s a4 farce, and that the conlrost
wiween conslderation given them  an
compared with thoxe along the Nanticoke-
Piekering routc is highly discriminatory.
It is equally clear that to use the Solendl
ublic hearlngs as an excunoe for having no
mpartial publle hearings whatover before
yaleally embarking on Imu.t-tnhinf for
he Limehouse-Orangueville aren I8 n
completo deninl of netural jusilee. The
cantinuing }mtmrn af !llyllrn acgulajtion
people dealing with landownera In other
]II‘IIIF.‘.E[H shows (hot Iiydeo feels liself
ahliged o take any oppraeach In
discussiona that will i,uml 0o oclually
getting the land thoy want, It Is therefore
slmply pulting tho fox umong (he cliickens
to loave It to Hydro to make the apecifle
land route cholees In the very arcn with
wiidch we huve expressed concern, and In
which there has been no moaningful publie
input  beyond undlaclosed private
nr[fmm:nls as (o line placement and line
swhtching.
The moat slgnificant observation that
we have with respect lo the proposed

- Approac

Hydro carridor Ia ihat |l conlravenes ono
of Hydro's first priorities slated os
recently an Lhelir report No, 5303F, Long
Iuinge Plonning of the Eleclrie Power
Syateru dated February 1, 1974, I*age 10, in
which generallng statlon sites must be
"‘olose lo a mafjor load ecentro,"
Throughout all of tho Bradloy-Georgetown
hearings conducted by the Hydro, thoy
contlnually slressed that the transmission
{inen were helng bullt to servies the locat
oren and provide power uﬂoclflcull to the
Kitchener arop which Is the closest major
lond centre, ¢.g&. 2800 megawalla hy |
and 5600 megawalis by 1093, Needlesa lo
say, all of these remarks by ydro must be
conatrued ns falso or the Government has
erred In Hm route selectlon since the
present ruL-ctml line manken no effort to
the clonest load ecentre, Kii-
chener |8 loft without new supply, ang the
other routes are misploced as a renull.
Ancther lond cenlre, although nol ns
targe, could be comntdered tu be the
soulhern Georgian Bay aren, where the
Hydro are now in Lhe plonning nloges to
acquire further exponded lransmlisston
rights of wny, between Hruce and Fsan.
Curlously, no attempt has heen muade to
pervice elther of these loud arens hut the
wwer laken directly lo the Toronloe-
lamilton nrea,
We munl also oak, if golng (¢ Kitchener
In no loenger o priority, why a route of less
impuct could nol be chonen, e g. that beln
from Bruce to Essa Lo Toranln? Thir coul
have the beneflt of eliminating any new
unrequired corrldors.

It has been continually suggested that
the Emsa-Klelnberg corrldor must he
reserved for the future. Please conslder
that It has a minkmum copacity of 9000
megawaits, of which Hruce would require
only one-third. The remaining #8600
megawaiis of copacily {s equal (o half the

Rowr.r now belng used ln Ontario. Hydro
a8 not demonstrated that this amount of
capacity will be required in the future. We
must oresume thal arineitlea. olher than
minlmum impact, muet have directed the
(:overnment's decislon. Since all of these
points have nol been fully answered, and
roponala have been made which would
avo patiefled the needs of the Bradiey-
Georgetown aludy aren In most part, that
i avelding prime nagricullural land
foliowing  exinting corrldors  and
minimizing the distonce helween
rencraﬂnn and load centres, we cannol
1elp bul feel that the key quention s “Why
did Dr. Solandt change his consulting
englneera’ recommendatlon and permil a
lan which was acceptahle to our aren o
killed by a handful of peo le with the
support of Ontarto Hydrn? "Iils becomen
more difflcull o understand when (he
Hydro Environmentul Study for the
Bradley-Georgetown study nres, even In
[ta present form, did not demonsirate any
henelita far Dr. Selondt's alternate,

it appears oshsolulely essentinl, for the
application of uniform slandarda of justice
und {alr ’JIE}I'. that there be publlc hearings
by n body nol controlled or influenced by
If;dru and wlth power to affect the actual
resulls. I your Government In not willing
lo move wiuntariif lo antisfly such an
obvious and established need, then It
appeurn necessary that facts be put ypon
the Moor of the Leglslature and that a
farmal publle enquiry under the terms of
the Public Inquirtes Act, R.8.0. 1970, C.079,
be demanded.

Yours truly,

Inlerested Citlzens of

North Halton and Wellington,
John. C. Bchnetder.
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Answers letter from jean ‘buyer’

Deat Sir:

In answer lo the “Eunr little girl” from
Inst week who “'docsn’t know who to trust
anymore.” )

Weo think the girl who bought the jeans
and the girl who wrote and signed the letler
are two difierent people. I myself gave the
buyer a btll. How else would she be able to
return after three days and have It ex-
plained? '

_ As far ns Lhe price changes ore cofi
cerned, please compare them with the

Officials scramble
for cover

Dear Sir:

In response lo an article in your paper
last week,

This part of the pvovince must be in a sad
gtale of affairs when its residents have io
iravel to the far north, the west and to the
Rockies lo find clean and sparkling lakes
with trout that élum]p and clean country.

We have our Health Departments, Health
Units, Government Deparimenis, Water
Resource Commissions and Censervatlon
Authorities,

These are a lot of departments con-
situcted of a lot of peeple, costing us tax-
ocﬁerﬁ a lot of money. They ore great at
talking and ielling us what should be done..

They are also greal at spending our money
on signs and equipment to keep our country
clean and our waters sparkling but when a
pollution problem is reported to them, have
you ever watched them scramble for cover.

"7 By the time they figure out who's
responsibility it Is, things are renll;,r in a
mess, Then they tlell ysu tlhnt %ﬁy don't have
enough sonnel to do Lhe xb.

]th_g lhléerreslﬁems of this part of the
province would step allowing sewage, pig
manure, and sows to llve In creek bottoms
plus all the other things that are dumped in
our waterways, and on our land, our {lsh
would jump and our waters would sparkle
ggain and our country would look as
beautiful as it did 40 years ago when 1 was a
boy. ,

Just THINK of all the people who could

be doing something constructive for this

province and saving us a lat of tax dollars.

Just think for a moment!
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. To make

- been substantial and for the most part

rame brand nomes and ‘ym“ i} see that “by
golly the price Is right.™
It's been 4 lo

amusc theselves,
By the way, we are not a “boutique”’.
A.d. Place I8 o jean slore.

Anna Coniglle,
John Conigllo,

Clicky-Dicky

He's a super energelic guy, ‘

He's right there with the news,

When councils mect, and drag their feet,
He gives us all their views,

God bless the little news-hound,
Who pops up everywhere,

Out In the sticks his shutter clicks,
At every county [air.

With his trw box of lenses,
letures certain,

I've even heard he gets the bird,

Behind the bathroom curtain.

He used to get in places,

No one else could go,

He tells the news end gels the views
With the Queenie of our Show.

But times are really changing,
They are kicklng him about,

To hide the news {rom public views,
They lock the newsfolk aut.-

There should be no privale meelings,
For which Lhe public pay,

It's theirs to know who spends thelr dough

In a democratic way.

S0, Let's keep 'CLICKY DICKY"
With his pencils and his pads,

We want the news and cr::ture views,
Just like we always had.

Victor Smith
R .H. 2 Rockwood.

t surmmer and these
poor kids are running out of ldeas on how Lo

Abandoned pUp
hits home

Dear Sir:

(nc hears tales of pupples and kittens
obandoned in ﬂbswredplacn; dumped off
in driveways, lelt to die. [t [ills me wilh
distress. It's not until the act s commitied
on one's own doorstep that the enomity is
realized. -

Last weeltend a just-weaned pup was
hurled screaming out of a car window inlo
our hedge row along 5 Sidercad, as the car
sped away inlo the dark. We tried to con-
vince oursclves Lthe J.» was a frightened
stray, but the nu-undw fects were too ob-
vigus.

Foriunately, the was sical]
urthurt and responded E: oving cap:yﬂe ti.‘.l';
has a happy home with our neighbors.

In this case, the act was a kindness. The
pup is better off in his new home, But what
of the thousands who suffer and die? 1Is il
hot kinder {o have a vet put them mercifully
toslecp? Or, betler still, aveid all unwanted
births by sterilization?

Concerned.

Budget reports
accurate,

To: the Editor of
The Aclon Free Press,

Dear sir; ‘
I have reviewed the reports of the 1974
Budgel of Halton Hills in several
newspapers and found your comments and
editorials to be accurate and very in-
formalive to the general pumliic,
Therefore, on behalf of the Finance
Committee and the Depariment Heads
concerned please accept our sincere Lthanks, -
May your excellenl standards of reporting
be continued in the future since progressive
newspapers play an Important role In
knitting the commumities of Hallen Hills
together.
Yours very truly,
“Pot" McKentie

83,720,000 more in grants for Halton

Dear Editor:

Re: Provinclal Grants to the Hegional
Municipality of Halton.

T have read with interest over the past
weeks the caomments of the press and the
municipal officials relating to (inancial
gssistance provided by Provincial
Government to the new Reglonal
Municipality of Halton and the four area
municipalities.

Many of the comments have related to
the socalled siart-up granis which were
approved for the Region of Halton in the
amount of $1,000,000 or an amount of $#4.8
per capita. Similar grants in other regions
that have been approved to date this year
amounted to $4.44 per capita for the Region
of Durham, and $3.22 per capita for the
Region of Hamilton-Wentworth.

What has not been made perfectly clear, |
believe, Is the increased financial
assistance made available to the new
Region and the municipalities by way of
increases In the unconditional provincial
transfer payments. These increases have
are a
permanent feature of the reformed
municipal structure and will glve the
Region a greater capacity to provide
services to its citizens in 1974 and fudure
years. |

In addition to the special assistance tothe

-Regtunal and area municipalities f{or the

development of regional services and start-
up costs in the amount of $1,000,000, there is
the ongoing increased per capita and

¥

eneral support grant to the Regional
%ﬂhmici iifrpn:rhlm this year shows a sub-
stantial increase in the amount of
$2,770,000. In addition Lhere is the estimated
transitional grants to the area municipal-
ities in the amount of $350,000.

You will note that the total increase in the
financial assistance to lhe Region and the
area municipahties over and above what
would have available under the for-
mer structure amounts to $3,720,000.

In order to more f(ully explain the
assistance made avaiiabie 1o the
this year, I am enc herewith a of
a letter written by Mr. A. Rendall Dick,
Deputy Minister . of the Ministry of
Treaswry, Economics and Inlergovern-
mental Affairs to Mr. Allan M. Masson,
Chairman of the Regional Municipality of
Halton on August Ist, 1974, outlining the
approved financial assistance to Lhe
Region, which I believe is self-explanatory.

! e Lhe toregoing nformation wid
assist in explaining the additional monies
made available to the mmlcipar.l vern-
ments through the Treasurer's po of
sharing the provincial revenues wilh the
municipalities. In addition to the grant
monies mentioned above are the many
other provinclal payments made [or the
pm?i:;un of ﬁn:ncl:’.l asaistance h];.ub tﬂe
mumnic ilies — road programmes, ¢
lihnritp:.l conservation authorilies, the
educational system, elc.

With kindest , I remain,




