Praesident asks residents’ patience
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Sludge bed odor at Beardmore
75—Ministry
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01.D SLUDGE BEDS OF UNKNOWN DEPTH WHICH ARE NOW BEING FILLED IN
HAVE BEEN THE MAIN SQURCE OF UNPLEASANT ODOR AT BEARDMORE,

Anti-smell petition
signed by residents

A ﬁtttlnn hos been migned
by about 400 Acton resldents

p feol It's time the Beard-
more amell is eliminated.

According to Mra, Brian
Iredale of Poplar Ave., in
itio Crescont, the petition was
triggored by one partlcularly
bad evaning nbout four woeks
ago, 'ut .]uut the beginning of
summer.” She and her hus-
hand were puttering aboul In
thely garden, when the tor-
rible amell begun to permeate
the #ir, moving right into the
house and remaining for al
igast an hour.

5 v o Vile o,

It waa just vile. We calied
the air management branch
and complained.” According
lo Mrs. Iredalo, air manage-
ment had enid carlier that, If
enough realdents complain
they act on such wmatlers,
“The esmell ia so atrong aor-
ound here sometimes it just
aticks in your throat and you
can't do anything about (L.”
sald Mrs. Iredale.

She teld of discussing the
rank odor of the nlght in ﬁﬁ
tien, with her neighbar, :
Barclay Smith. . Smith
phoned Mra. Ron Mellon
across the road, and asked if
sho had called the alr man-
:ﬁemml branch. They learn-

that all had, but without
resulls, The next day Mrs.
Mollott, Mrs. Smith and Mra.
Iredale decided to comb the
nelghborhood with r petition
to try to have the cﬂm?‘m}r
responsible dg somethin
conatructive &bout the am

Mra. Iredale anid she and
her husband moved to Acton
from Georgamwn flva years
ago and didn’t kmow right off
there - was such a terrible
smell. She feals many people
in har vicinity have com-
nlalned individually for years
nover realizing how strongly
their neighbors feit about €.
‘““The smell has always been
bad, sometimes worse than at
other times,"” she said, “'but
there weren'l enough people
backing complaints ™

if she had not heard
that the Beardmore Company
-~ was working on solutions to
the problem, Mrz, Iredale
said she doean't {eel the com-
pany is actually doing any-
thing about the cause. ‘‘Be-
cause,” she said, "they have
been promising for the last
two or three years and it
hasn't bettered in that time."
' She feels the company’s pro-
mises to clear up the smell is
to quiet pecple down. “‘bDut
that doesn’t get rid of the
smell,” ahe said.

Bob Holmes

“In Kingham Hill distvict
we've had 998 . 100 the resi.
dents signing the petition,"
said one ¥
raized in Acton. Bob Holmes
said he debated about pur-
chasing a home in Kingham
Hilt area partly because of
the amell but was led to be-

Moss

man who was.

lleve the promises of the
Aeardmore Company and
newspaper reports that they
were golng to get rid of the
amell,

*“We just don't think they're
(Boardmore Co.} working
hard enough trying to find a
golution,'’ said Mr. Holmes
who saild he purchnsed his
home on Kingham Rd. ap-
roximately one yoar and
our montha ago. Ho sald the
smell wasn't 0 bad for
awhlle but the one the people
In this area are now gotting ls
worse than It ever was when

* hewas a kld moving nhuhgt the

town. ‘1 can't describe ihe
dlllerence,” he sald, bul ax-
lainad It s worse than con be
magined eapecially on
particularly bad nights.

Mr. Holmes feels, ""It’s rub-
bish to believe that the
Beardmore com has re-
duced the smell,"” and sald
the smell around now s even
worse than last year. He
doean’| believe reports of the
alr management branch In
Onkville that complaints are
decreasing but is convinced
more ple In Acton are
complaining than ever be-
fore, H

o responae

Mr, Holmes explalned that
the Qakvitle alr environment
office publishes a phone num-
bor to call. “But when real-
dents phone to complain they
geot the answer that an
tor will call back but they
never do,"" sald the man who,
himsell, haa called three or
four times to the deaignated
number, wilth no rulmue He
s&id that many of paulale

rechasing homies in the

ngham area were hot
aware of the asmell before
buying. ‘"Thoae who had

heard, expected something

different.””

Accord to Mr. Holmes,
ihe petition exceptionally
5 response in the Golden

ates apartment bullding be-
side the cemetery. He sald
the spartment dwellers f{ind
the smell gets Into their
apartments and finall
leaves, “but it siaye in .
wavs for some time,"” he ex-
plained.

Ron Mellon

Another frusirated lifetime
resident t8 Ron Mellon of
Crescent St. The Tather of two
Iittle daughters, Ron and his
wile Dianne purchased thelr
Acton home about eight years

:ﬁun says that, for lhahl;rt;!.
ew yoars they weren't -
ered too mu:h}rhm the smell
has become increasingly
worse. He explained t
residents in his area used to
accept the smell az some-

that came about only
Aflter 3 rain. *"Now it's & case
of which direction the wind is
blowing," he said and added,
“it affects different areas of
Acton at different times, de-

Hardware

22 MILL ST.E.- ACTON

pending on wind direction.”

Mr. Mollon Ao b
“"somotlmes, ar T come up the
highway from Millon the
strong order Is completoly
roiten,” The young Acten
man feels Beoardmeoere Ca. i
taking its own time o solve
the problem because they do
nol recognize itm offect on
reuplu. He doesn't think what
he company Is duiqc(tu slve
the cause |n nrklng,
“hecpuse,' mold Ron, “it's
becaming steadily worso,”

One other concern of Ron
Mollon I8 that at one time,

‘resldents could phone the alr

pallution branch in Oakvillo
and get satisfaction with an
inspoctor investigating, ""He
would acknowledge the smel
and osk Beardmore ‘what
they were doing about it. In
sompo cases they would lay a
violation chuarge,” he sojd.
Ron Inxplnl{mﬂi tll?m "lllmel ¥,

o can't gel through even
Euﬂm inapector. And they

seom to be avoiding us,” he

gaid.
fan Mellon is tired of

pecple suggesting i he
doesn't like the smell "he
ghould move. "I like Acton
and we bought & home herc
because we want to lve
here,” he sald, He exprensed
strong feelinga that he and his
family do not wani to move
out but only ask that they can
live in the town without the
constant concern that the
amell s golng to hit at any
time.

Chief organizors of the peti-
tion conaist of Brian lredaole
and Jean Smith of Poplar
Ave., Bob Holmes of King-
ham Hill Estates and Ron
Mellon. Mr. Mellon explains
the purpose of the petitlon i
toc make Acton residenls
aware. The document will be
taken to the local council and
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seeks
chief

Halton Regional Councll is
txpected Lo select an admin-
lstrator In the near futurs. A
comimliitee appointed (o set
guldelines and interview
candidater has been formed
for some time and apparently
Interviewed some candidates.

The administrator wiil
hiave to be responeible for
oversceing operations in the
region and accountable dir-
ectly to counell.

M.P., the alr environment
people, and also to city news-

pers. 'Te see what can be
sccomplished,’' he sald and
relterated that about 400 resi-
dents had olready shown
their interest in getting rid of
the problem.
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Mos! recent complaints by
Acton residenin about un-
ploasant odors belleved to
originate from (ho Beard-
mare Tannery have promp-
ted a ploa for patience from
company president Peter
Dunham and asiurance that
Lhe firm s more than keeping

ace with a Ministry of the

vironment order to have
twe old sludge beds which
cover & total of 74 acres
filled in by the end of 1978,

Mr. Dunham admitted that
an unfortunate mechanical
broakdown in the plant's
threa year ald effluent treal-
ment syslem may have com-

lleated the odor wituation
ast wook, but he explained
that immediste action was
taken to reclily the problem,

Maip mource of odor
remains the two huge sludge
heds which ars no longer
heing used, but rather being
filled In in a dumping process
which began last summaer and
now s about hall completed.

Mr. Dunham said the minis-

larial order {5 belng followed
lo the lottor and that the beda
will be fllled in and the wource
of odor eliminated by the end
of 1075, Even now, he sayws,
the odor I8 docreassing as the
fllling procedura continues,

Harold Seren, Halton-Pee!
officer for the Minlstry of the
Environmenl told the Free
P're<s this week Lhat aince Lhe
ﬂmngobennn last aummer the
number of complaints he has
reccived from Acton and area
roaldonts has been reduced

cansiderably, :

““Acton uwed to he our
number t problam In the
Halton-Peol ares, bul now It's
further down the lisl," Mr.
Soren explained.

He Aupported Mr.
Dunham'a =statemenl that

Beardmore is follawing the
order.

Mr. Seren sald his offlce In
Oakville has heard nothing
officlal abaut the circulation
of a petition by Acton
roesidents,

"“"Whaethor thay have a
petition or not, there's not
much can be ciana." he ox-
piained. "'Any company
working under & government

rogram or ministerlal order
a protected from all prose-
citlona under the Environ:
ment Protection Act."

Although ho sald {napectors
from his depariment have not
recently checked Lho town of
Acton pollution control plant,
Mr. Seren sald no odors were
detected coming from it al
the last check.

“It's notl imposaihle that
once in & while something
could break down in that
oporation toa,' he aaid,
"Onca the Deardmore

roblem s cleared up, we'll
ind out for sure !f tha town
plant has one.”

Some residents, nolahly
persons ilving in apartments
on Churchill Road south near
the town plant, believa it to be
ané of the town's blggest
rources of ador.

Residents’ Ié tter

The follawing Is a lotier
sent Lo CGiordon Trivelt of the
Central Reglon lor the
Minlstry of the Environment
by Roberi Holmes and Won
Mellan, two of the Acton
resldenis complaining about
odors,

Dear Mr, Trivett,

1 would like to comment on
two recent articles [ have
read asscciated with vour
name In two of our local
newsipapers {(Guelph and
(reorgotown),

First I would like to &o!m
out that Beardinore & Co. in
ovned by Packers
and 1 think thet It !s a greal
injustice putting the name of
the company {n print Instead
of the ownera. Maybe it would
be too embarrassing for such
& large fold industry (o be
associated with such a flithy
mess. The story you gave the
press |8 really one sided. It
slmost seems as though you
received all your Information
from the polluters them-
sclves,

The company might have
the right attitude but il is not

olng to solve this stench we
Enve to endure. 1 belleve if
this odour was drifting ecroas
ur yard or some member of
Erllnmmt, there would be
immediate action taken to
have it relieved.

You have n u%arlnrnph in
this article in which you sald
and 1 guote, “the company
has uced to almost rzero
the occaslons when there ina
strong odour.'”” This state-

ERIN SAT.,JULY 20
FOUNDERS’ DAY

No Admission Fee —— FREE Parking

Grounds open 1 fo 6 p.m.

MASSED PIPE BAND CONCERT

Highland ond Old Time Dancers

amusements

ment ia ahsolute rubblah! The
aref I live In receiven Lhis
odour up to three or four
limes during & weelk.

If you think this [s not true
you will find out wher you
recelve & enpg of the petition
ﬁlng arocund the town of
Acton. We have 223 namoes
from our nelghbourhood
slone which i{s almost one
hundred per cent.

Ignored

Many ple who try to
contact the Oakville office
gither get no response at all
or they get a sample of the
’:l'tnnﬂd tnn:;hlﬂnlu that you
» n these news A
Many of us feel lhi:llpfhrl'l
mm Is being Ignored

use of the amount of
revenua that the gwners have
accumulated. We feel that
thers are polltics involved [n
this case and any complaints
are being hypassed on pur-
se. We reallza you may not
ave the siaff available to
post someone in Acton at sll
times but we foel thal your
nititudes towards our com-
piaints are very negative,

The odour in our area s

etting worse insiead of

ter. The progress we've
made rﬁt.lt:ﬂnr complainta
is nil. ybhe il's time we
brought this complete
probiems to the attentlon of
some of mtl;e 4 hlrg!:r
newspapers in circulation in
order to bring this out in the

ppet.
Yours slncerely,

Robert Holmes
Ron Mellon
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Disenchanted...

Continued trom page @

physlcal health of the child during his
wing yeara? To see that he In fed a
alanced dlet ta nurture bano and musele (o
withstand a Jifetimo of wear and (ear,
rather than to allaw him & free choles to go
the ‘coke and chipa' routo?

Parents' duty
“1f you agree — doea It nol follow thal
during thesesame formaltive years, it Is the
parents’ duty o sen that the child is also

"puriitred with a healthy diot of literature

far his mental and spirliual welfare, rathor
than allow him lo drift in free cholco; per-
haps to take the trashy trail to intelleciual
dopravily gr bankrupley!™

The conmunent by M. Rabert Sinclalr in
this connection in the same edition of (he
Journal-Record, in mast relevant;

“The use of professlonals for erileria
and values may be holplul, hut neads to he
tempered with common senso. To bow
dawn to the altar of ihe expert is balh sacri-
lege and l’mlhnrdg‘.! The Inslghts which thay
may bring must be diluted with the recog-
nitton of their vested Interosis and pnwer-
dnmlnutlnlq phllosophy."

Becondly, In the malter of such

umliunnhr reading material being op-
tional, Sinclair agaln makes the paint for
rtuimnuthihly:

“Thera 18 appropriate reading malter
for the apprepriate age. The danger in the
prosent set-up I8 that the chilit in school
could be asslgned printed material for
atudy which ia both contrary lo their value
system and rﬂm!gnnnl tn them. §Peer
pressura and deaire for success could
create agaonizing pressures for (he
student.”

YWhat sludents want

If, as Trustee Jim Clelland noted,
trustees make thelr declsions buased on
what the studenia want, (“that’s where we
place our failth - In the students” -

Clelland), why not tel the students olect the
trunicen, and leave L (o tho trusteok to
flgure pul how ta pay for the aysem, De-
caund here's one parmi who refuses to pay
another cent of properly taxes for an
cducational ayatem run by the children and
deminated by the childish oxperimentation
of the swmart-uleck, sclf-rightecus, self.
impartant, self-sorving hureawerals who
explatt the mmalurity of sur children al
atiir expense o build thelr awn amug and
snug Wttle empires!

Trusteo Tony Gouldyenr abeerved thal
“IL Been K lflﬂfﬂil nul #s mueh hue amd ery
from the comuumily as snme peopla Bug-
lmml'.” Whit does b want, viarchen? hook-
uriings? wlmi::w-mnnnhiulun‘? The publie
amsumes thal our electet trustees will
quietly anif efflejently fulfitl their dutles In
reprenenting the Interests of (hy parents
and  tax-payers wihout having o he
prodded hy [hmrﬂr-prusaur'ﬂ taclics from the
blie. Rut i the trustees are going to cave
n to the preasures of our pajd clvil servanis
andd serve them instead of us, they'll be
hearing enough “hue and ery” to satlsly
them for o long, long 1l

. Conslructlve refornis

sinee e laugehing of the lHenalssancn
Comml{es In late March, we have, at great
exprediture of thwo and resoarces aought (o
thorsughly familiarizo ourselves with the
plrengihe  and  wenknesses of  our
educational systewmy and o prepare con-
sructive reformy proposals for the con-
sideratlon of the Hoord, Wa had hoped that
by “sweel reasonnhleness” such a "brlef”
could be prosented mul negatiated with the
Truaiees. Il if the Trustees only respond
tor “hue sid ery' tncttea from the publle,
we'll have to consider and prepare can-
iingency plans which take this Trustea
attitude Into aceount

Wa sl hope for hettes things.

Ken Camphell,
Chairmean,
The Malton lenulssancs Commiidee,
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Do Your Planting Nowll .

[¢GERANIUMS ,SHRURS
|«BOX PLANTS PERENNIALS
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ALWAYS A BiG SELECTION

OF CUT FLOWERS

L Cpesn? Days 8 Wesk—4 l.ml-”lllmrh -- Phone .“':.'“.
-~ WE WIRE FLOWERS ANYWHERE —

Caroline Flower & Garden Shop

Twa Miles Wesl O Acton — South Side ul Hwy

LAKEVIEW CENTRE’S

]
ICLDEN
ANDREW MURRAY
MOTORS

3 Mountanview Road N
77404

GEORGETOWN

FIRST ANNUAL

Parade at noon

CONTESTS

barbequed chicken

Pioneer & Mistorical exhibits

Limited Stock

CARPET SPECIALS

* LOW LEVEL LOOP on high

dénsity foam backing
* Suggested Retail to '8, 76 sq. yd.

©40 sq. yds. GOLD TWEED

“ 55195 q. yd,

066 sq. yds. BROWN TWEED

¢ 55-95 4. yd.

*48 sq. yds. GANDY STRIPE

239,00 . 0.

* Commaercial quality PROPYLON

SHORT SHAG ivte backing
eOver 200 sq. yds. , assorted

colours

? 38,20 «.ve

% ONE PIECE ONLY 12 x 2V

antique cars
‘picnic tables

Arts & crofts

afternoon entertainment

GALA BA[[ 9 p.m. —show & dance

“Join us in_our community effort in

RED OZITE-DAISY SHAG

* Suggeited Retail

eTo clear at 5250.00

% Other roll ends ond remnantis
33% to 50% off suggested retail

*328.00

YES

We will quote installed prices

YES

We have our installers on staff

VES

We sell and install Armstrong
"Solarian’’ the sunny floor
that shines without wax.

Lo ine | Tl P T

853-2120

3 « STORE ROUARS -
Mon., Tues,, Wed. & Sat, - 8.00 am. to 6.00 p.m.
»  Thurs. & Fri. -8.00 am, 10 800 p.m,
“Service For a Growing Community”’
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and Son Lid

Cor. Wyncham & Macdonnell Sts. - Guelph

Phone B22-6021
“Sarving Gualph and Arek 1or over 30 Years™

el

Lakeview Gentre

FLOORING SPECIALISTS
126 Mamn St N Acton —- B53 1194

recalling a good old fashioned family day.”
ERIN AGRICULTURAL FAIRGROUNDS




