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Our Media Arts Program has always been can-
cerned with the access of students {o ideas, personali-
ties and current technologies; and the access of the
commupnilies we serve to our facilities, technologics,
faculty and students.

We determined early to use the kind of equipment
that is widely available—Super 8 film, 2" video, 3I5mm
slide and sourtd productlion units; encouraging students
to usc those relatively inewcpemive technologies in
marrying live theatre, music, the electronic media and
{ilm. This makes us accessible to public service organ-
izations, small businesses with limited resources for
media use, elementary and secondary schools where
we complement the work of the teachers and thelr and-
10 visual deparitment, gnd provincial and regional
governmenl agencies,

Sludents receive a thorough grounding in media
produciion: photography, script writing, ¢ine camern
operation, production planning, sound recording and
video assembly; as well as elective choices in graphic
design, theatre expericnce, play production and musie,
The range encourages students {o explore new areas,
new combinations and applications of abilities.

Students initially concerned with film making will
explore the other media amd the performing arts, ex-
amining the interrelationship of these other ar{s with
Etlrm.

This development will be faculty directed initially,
lo provide o basis for produclion experience, but will
ereasingly reflect the expectations of the students
and the communities to which they address themsel-
Y5, '

Our graduates can be found working with major
TV nebworks, [ilm production houses, and opernting
freelance multi media companies. An increasing mums-
ber of them are able to conlinue their work in the com-
munity and can be found with school boards, or techni-
cians, with cable TV companies and with the oudio
visual departments of corporations and government
agencies. In time we expect our graduates to make a
unigue contribution to the evolution of the media in this
country,

Media Arts students come [rem a wide range of
backgrounds, and reflect a diversity of interests. They
are recent graduates of secondary school or adults
developing the skills for a second career. Each per-
ceives the integration of the media and his or her own
capacities in a totally individual way. The best way to

Dasg Berry studies (lm, sound, phote and video
preduciion in xpecial one-year elective in Media
Ars,
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Student Don Wackley lnstructs Grade 8 studenls from Pauline blrrel Public School, Toronto, on

fliming technigues.

tauch on this diversity is to examine the activities,
background and cexpectations of some of our students.

PROGERAM DEVEIOPED AWARENESS

Heather Summerhayes joined the Media Arts
theatre elective after two years in Ryerson's Theatre
Arts Program. Just 21, she has animpressive range of
theatrical education and production experience: The
Banff Schoot of Fine Arts, Ryerson, The Ontario Youth
Theatre Execulive,

Heather has experienced considerable frustiration
with Sheridan's limited [acilitics and its ""hurry up amd
perform’’ attitude to theatrve, But in the process she's
been thrown into production situations with a wide ran-
ge of people;—photographers, slide and sound pro-
grammers, [ilm makers, sound technicinns—most of
whom ace mere interested in their contribution to a
multi-media production than with the stress experien-

ced by an aclress ar director.

It's 2 humbling experience for anyone; but to her
credit Heather s aware of her personal growth in the
Media Arts multi-media environment:

~To the actor, the Media Arts program seems Him
and TV oriented. As a result, 1 have developed a great
awareness of the potentinls of media technology and
have enjoyved the all-too-rare opporiunities to work
with students and staf{ whose attitudes and skiils are
s0 diffcrent to mine,

- *Students and staff here are willing 1o cxperlml:nl
and learn, and this impresses me. | have seen some of
the potentials that film and photography have in the
theatre. As an actor my creative awareness has been
heightened by this recognition. I have realized that
there is much more to preparation than my own work
on stage.”

ST JUST FOR MALES

Laurie McAllister, now in her final year of Medin
Aris is a graduate of T. L. Kennedy 5.5, in Mississ-
auga. She selecled the Media Arts program {or the ran-
ge of production medin offered. Laurie has produced
and directed film, written and performed original
music {or other student productions, and is currently
working with the System Research Group on video
tapes used in its employee training programs,

Laurie is about to discover thal media so far has
been a male's domain. We think she has the potential to
turn that situation areund.

"I have pursued several leads en different jobs.
Two companies gave me verbal replies. Each said the
working condittons were too hot ar dirly or that
production was something a woman would not want to
follow as a carcer. One stated that wemen are not
strong chough 1o carry the heavy equipment required,
But 1 have never heard a female cinematographer
complain about carrving 30 odd pounds of cquipment
ot her back. Not anve since | came to Sheridan have |
asked students in my class to help me carry equipment
or do petty little things like open doars.

“I've always been wvery athletic—the {astest,
the tughest jumper, If anything since coming here, my
physical strength has improved: so has my confid-
Cnce.

A GOOD LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT
Doug Berry, 24, is parl of the Preliminary Year
Elective of Media Arts. That special clective allows
students with very little practical experience in
production to enrol in specially organized courses in

“the fundamentals of film, sound, photo, and video

production, While initially interested in expanding his
skills in music nnd recotding, oug haa increasingly
lound himsell involved in related areas:—community
TV, theatre arts, work with elemenlary school stu-
dents, and film making.

“I eame to Sheridan witlt no real experience in
production. The concept of communication fascinated
me bul | wos alwoys on the receiving end, in my few
months in Media Arts [ have been exposed to view-
points about communications and to opportunities to
work in several media—super 8 {film, sound, 35mm
photography, video tape, I've also had an opportunity
towork wilth perforiming arts peeple as a technical as-
sistant, {'ve found the atmosphere here informal and
exciting-—a good learning environment.™

A COMMUNITY HESOURCE,

Don Wackley is the elder statesman of the Media
Arts student body. At 43, he has maintained an epen-
ness of attitude, an energy level and enthusiasm for
explering new situations that is o working model for
students and faculty alike,

Don is president of the student senate, maintains
an honor standing in his courses and spends three half-
days o week inlocal elementary schools as a volunteer.
In addition he has received an Ontario Arts Council
Grant for wurk in non-broadcast TV, and has several
productions i the mitial planning stages that will oc-
cupy him for the next year or so. Don's experience with
children and the media has been used by teachers in
Metro Toronto, Windser and Detroit as part of profes-
sional study workshops,

Don is currently organizing the efforts of other
Media Arts students to toke {ilm, TV, cartooning anxd
theatre workshop out to the community,

“| want Sheridan to open up even more. Most of us
in Mecdia Arts think that cemmunity colleges should
really be commuruty resources; not just the preserve
ot a {ew forlunate enough 1o be ahle to alford full-time
cducation.

“The recal potential for the colleges is with the adult
community —not for year-long programs, but {or high-
Iy practical and intensive workshops; the kind of work
a persont can apply to his job or leisure time, right
away. [ think the media will have an increasingly
important role in opening up education, Film, TV—im-
ages-~areuniversal languages that break up tradition-
dl structures like age, sex, social and economic ¢las-
563, When you see the kind of work in video a 10 year
old kid can do alter a few hours you kngw that you're
dealing with a range of fundamental human skills and
ot the function of a ‘creative elite’.”

Uon came to Sheridan Lo develop a set of skifls in
hlm and TV. He's acquired many of thase bul in the
sheridan environment he’s become more concerned
wilh making those skills a resource for other people.

Une of the most satistying things beinp discovered
by Media Arts students is that we're nat alone in our
apptoach to media. We've begun o exchange visits,
swdent productions and course outlines with people at
Simon Fraser University, New York University, Rice
University in Houslon, the Film and Television S¢hool
of Australia as well as with individual film, TV, and
multi-media artists across the country.

We're likely to be even more outgoing in the years
to come. I seems thal the Media Arts 1:a:.ﬂ:'n.r:r'.llumt:,ar is
even larger than we suspected.

Prospective students or organiza tions interested in
isang Shendan's facilities may direct their inquiries to
the Media Arts Co-ordinator at: Qakville 843-9430, Tor-
onto 362-5861, Clarkson 823-2110, Burlington 632-7081,
ext. Z15. :




