P e ey T g Rl el e el e = b . g e A
T g =g T 1 0

e

Stron O, viab

Editor of Acton Free Press,
Acton, Ontarie.

As the new councl of Halton Hills s
working to consoildate the interests, needs
and concerns of the three former
municipallties it has been encouraging to
note the way In which you and your staff are

endeavoring to keep the people informed

and still give the new counchl an opportunity

lo prove itseclf,

The council, the commiltees and (he stafi
ore busy, very busy but it I3 not an easy
matter to knit three munieipalities into one

.+ cohesive unit. Enclosed are a few facts that

are not readily available to your readers
which may eliminate some misunder-
stondings.

FOUR AREAS IN THE
REGION OF HALTON:

When it became evident that Reglonal
Government would be established in Halton
County the mnjority of counclllors in the
county supported a two tier aystem of local
government wilh three local areas. Bill 151
created four arcas and perhaps some day
this will prove a wise decision. I know the

former counc!lin Acton favored threc arens.
However that ia history now.

It 18 council's responsibllity now (Lo
provide the ratepayers of Halton Hilis with
the most economical services,

If one felt that it waa wrong lo have four
areas in the Reglon of Hallon how can you
justily a fifth avea for Acton and vicinlty?
Conslder for a moment the flnancial
struggle to provide the necessary scrvices
with & small assessment and o tax rate that
had already climbed to 86.5 milla.

Hew long will it take for all of u3 to
realize that Acton, Esquesing and George-
town are now wards in our new lown and

that council is working In the besat inlerests
of the entire area. Squarely one does not

expect this new council to be in mulual
areemnent in all the major decisions that
must be made. 1 see no reason, given time,
why Halton Hills cannot develop and grow
inta one strong viable area. The new council
has already made conslderable progress in
that direction.

INCREASED RATES FOR
CEMETERY PLOTSH
Previous councils were using tax dollars

Councillor presents his explanations

to maintain our cemeteries, In 1972 we used
$2660.00 (rom Laxes to maintaln municipally
owned cemeteries, In Ward | we had not
revised our rates for plots or services since
1000. Therefore It wons necessary, ag wie
consolidated our former policies In Halton
Hils to eatablish new rates. Rules thot
milght permit us tovperate without uAing 1nx
dollars and protect the taxpayers from
people mitside the town who miny wish to usc
our facllities. I'm sure most will agree that
it was algo the proper time (o establish one
sel of rates for all municipality-owned
cemeterlies within the town limits,

STAFEF FOR NEW TOWN

Since Hill 151 clearly stated that all
former employees must be guaranteced o
pasitlon for at least one yeor (he councl
placed the steff from the three farmer
municipalifies where  the majority  of
councll felt that thelr capabilities would
best serve Halton Hilis. If we have erred
adjustments can ond will be made an we
galy more informotion aboul the needs of
the new town and assess fndividual capo-
hilities of siaff. We did  Increase our

engineering  epartment. This ean  he
justificd when you renllze that wards 1 and
2 hired consulting englneers to plan and

aupervise their projects,

TWO FIRE CHIEFS

somie peopile have expressed concern be-
cause we hoave o fire chlef for ench fire area.
They would not know thal originally the
council plnnned to hire three men (o fire
chief and Lwo assistonts,) When Mr. Holmes
resigned as fire chiel of Hallon Hilla, nnd 1
respect hia decislon, councll engaged a fire
chilef for cach flre aren. Inmy opinlon this 1y
n good arcangement and i 1t contlnues to
serve the needs of the people then we have
sived the luxpayers the salary ($12,000 -

§15,0000 of ane pald fireman.

INTERIM LEVY

Recently the taxpayers received thelr
interim [evy and slnee the amount requested
wins aboul the same ns fosl yenr in Ward 1
some people might think we vacd Acton's
tax levy. In 1073 the Actan couned] colleeted
30 mlls ns thelr interlm levy. This year the
act stated that we could nol colleet more
than 56 per cent of the towest levy. Lasl yenr

le Halton Hills seen by Pat

thetax levies were: Acton 86.5; Georgetown
1343 and Esquesing 60.58, ‘This year councl!
tevied 50 per cent of the Esquesing levy for
1873 which ts 30 mdlla. It has been mentloned
earlier that the deloy was caused, no! hy
stolf or council from Halton Hills, but rather
from the assessment department.

Asscasment for 1974: Our sssessment s
ns follows: Ward 1, $10,247.260, Ward 11,
$10 001.170; Ward 111 and IV, $17.550.00:
and with n small assessment from the
{former Oukville area our total s
$47.220,688.00. This means that n mill in the
new town will raise $07,220.00. Last year

when Acton prepared s budget onr mill
would rolse $9.315.00.

For stall and counctl allke that is a hig
adjustment. But | cun agsure you that, ns we
prepare our budgel for 1974, the treasury
department under Mr. Lloyd Peterson, the
finnnce commitiee and the council of Halton
Hills will have the best Intereats of the new
lown andd the taxpnyers when the tnx rate is
struck.

Con you recall the concerns of the peeple
when the County Board of Educatlons were
catabllshed? 1 eon o 1 was personally in:

volved. Yet in the past few years the Schoel
Peard has heen able to greatly improve the
facitlea for education In lalton Hills,
provide o more uniform quality of learning
and stlll reduce the tnx rate for education in
the Acton aren, If thelr tax levy increases
this year 1L will he largely due to the rapld
rate of inflation in which we live to-day.

The counch of Halton Hilla s forced to
catnblish Itaell under the sume high in-
flationary measures, with only o slight
incrense in asscssment from 1873 and an
averoge miil rate for last year of 73.3 mills.

Mr. Editor, T am not n champlon of
Regional Government hul with the rapid
growth which is taking place In Peel and
liziton Countles some changes were
inevltable,

Whnt changes?

Planning, transparlation, pollce, water
nrel waste disposal lo mentlon a few con-
verns, With strong ties lo Ward 1, our former
tawn, [ still muintain that we must glve our
new town on opportunity to develop along
lines that will best provide necessary ser-
vices and meet the needs of the people
concerned. To this goal 1 pledge, along with
olher councillors, my full support.

Garnel W. McKenzie
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NAMED Citizen of the
Year Tuesday, Les
Duby is ictured
happily welcoming
to the inter-
hockey
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Last mayor
honored

Acton's last mayor Les Duby 1s Citizen of the Year for

centennial.

A Chomber of Commerce commitlee selecled him Tuesday
night and went to inform him, but couldn’t find him at home,
And there were no Haltan Hills council meetings. Unusual?

“I'm not parochial!™ said Les when they [inally located

hit - in Georgetown,

Les and Alice Duby, son Lourte with wife Mary L.ou and
their baby Tommy of St. Catharines hoed gone over to visil
nephew Bob Duby, wife Mardell and their new bahby, Brad
They'd just decided to let the bables get to know eachother.

Here Les protested in vainas the Chamber representalives
assurcd him he was to be the guest of honor at the dinner

Saturday, April 20,

In municipal life here 15 years, Les has been mayor for the
past 11 and was elected area councillor for the new lown of
Halton Hikls. Always affable and approachable, he recently has
admitted he's somewhat distllusioned with the new goverm-
mental systems, He's wilh Beardmore, and is & particularly
active member of 5L Alban's church and cholr.

The (irst of many congratulations {o our former mayor

toduy!

Hold Holy Week
services at Knox

Spensored by the clergy
associalion, non-denomin-
ational Holy Weck services
will be held this Sunday
evening, Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings of next
week. Each year these ser-
vices drow together
Christians [rom all con-
gregations, but an innovation
this year is the inter-church
60-voice choir.

Three organists, Belty
Oakes, George Elliott and
Ted Hansen, bhave been in-
volved with the choir and its

practices. It tncludes a good
number of singers from
Churchill communlity church
as well as from the town
groups.
Guest preacher

Guest preacher for the
three gervices Is U. ol
Toronto chaplain for the
Christian Relormed church
the Rev. Morris Greidanus.
e was herc as guest in 1969,
He came as o teenaget from
Amsterdam to Edmonton,
and carned his degrees at
Celvin College and Seminary,

Grand Rapids, Michigan. He
did post-graduate work in
Holland and was pastor ot
Medicine Hat belore
becoming university chaplain
for McMaster and Toronio.
His subject is The Christ snd
the Devil — The Deep
Dimensions of the Suffering
and Victory of Christ.

All services are at Knox
church and begin at 7.30 with
an orgen recital by Dr.
George Elliott until 7.50. Then
a hymn sing will follow, led
by Ted Hansen and Les Duby.

Budget in six weeks

Halton hifts will likely have
a budget within the next six
wecks if all the pieces in the
financial jigsaw fit together,
finance commiltee chairman
G.W. (Pat) McKenzie told
this news ]

The audilors have almost
completed their work with the
1973 budgets of the three
former municipalitics of
Acton, Georgetown and
Esquesing and should have a

resentation ready for the
inance committee to work
with nexl Monday, Mr.
McKenzie said. The com-
mittec needs the consolidated
report 1o hammer out a 1974
budget.

But that doesn’t solve all
the problems. The commiliee

must then gather in all budget
requests, wait for the region
(the grant structure i3 not set
up yet) and amotnts of start-
up grants are not yel
available, before the budget
can be set

“"We are progressing as
rapidly as we can," the
linance chairman said. They
were urged to more vigorous
efforts by Councillor Booth
‘Monday,

Meanwhile Halton Hills can
gel by on the interim levies
collected for some time.
There may be two more in-
terim levies but nol more
than three, the chairman

L.

Mr.

McKenzie said

Acton Billiards
closes this week

Acton Billiards is closed
this week, Owner Mac Jer-
ama, his lease up, has retired
and he and his wife Pearl are
moving [rem Acton to Hamil-
ton. They have been in busi-
ness here for the past nine
YOurs.

Mr. Jerama Is moving his

uipment out this week.
c%lnns for the building are
not known.

It's the former Roxy thea-
tre, and many of the young
people say they'd like to have
a show In town again. After

_Lhe Roxy closed the building

was renovated as a restau-
rant for a while.

Marijuana
charge laid

An gut-of-tgwn man was
charged with possession of
marijuans by Acton police
March 31 at 12,10 a.m. The
incident occurred on Mill St.

E. He will appear in court on
April 10.

says finance chairman

members of council had
vigted Richmond Hill 1his
week and Lhe treasurer there
said Lthey'd be lucky to have a
budget by August il ex-

rience there during the
irst year of regional
government WAS any
criterion. This date was
bandied around by Coun-
cillors Booth and McKenzie at
Monday's meeting of councll
but the finance chairman is
confident they can come up
with a budget in six wecks.

The proposed budget must
go to the commitice of the
whole and then to council
before it can be approved.
“This way everyone has lhe
opportunity to see the budget
before il is passed,” he ex-
plained.

Halton

Halton Hills Caouncil will
face some heavy slashin
when it reviews the capila
budget.

Haltan Hills requested
about $4,400,000- io be
debentured by the ton of
Halton for projects in Halton
Hills.

Regional Publle Works
Committee suggested during
a budget meeting Monday
that those [orecasts be
trimmed by $880,000.

Of the $4.400,000 budget,

about half was recreation and

Ontarie Housing Corp-
oration s very much In-
terested in bullding o four or
five storey senior cilizens’
apariment complex on the

o ai

- senior citizen

sile of the presenl Canadinn
f.egion hall in Aclon, it was
revealed at Haolton Hills
vouncil Monday night.
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NEW CAR OR $3,000 is the choice facing Bruce
Barber, top winner in the 400 Club draw at the
Legion Saturday. Wife Flora and organizer Don
Lindsay share the stage at the climax of the

Bruce Barber takes
400 club $3,000

Four hundred names were
drawn Saturday night from a
drum in the climax of the an-
nttal 400 club draw at the Leg-
ion. A crowd filled the hall for
the elimination draw which
ended with Bruce Borber,
Mason Blvd., the big winner
of the Maverick from L. and L.
Ford or the cash equivalent.

In the running with him till
the very end were second last
and $100 winner Frank Papil-
lon, third Jast and $75 richer
Marg Creasey, fourth Jast for

Slis g

“soft” scrvices. The com-
miltee approved $85,000 for a
well development in Acton,
plus $1.230,000 lor the con-
structlon of a water pollulion
control plant in Georgetown.
Those pmlft'fls are regiona)
responsibilities.

Projccts deemed to be
Halton Hills responsibilities
include $100,000 for a hydro
project: 3300000 for an ad-
dition to the Georgetown
Library; $286,000 for road
work: $172,000 for storm

$50 Jehn Lockery and fourth
Jast for $25 Hon Weldon.
Rruce Barber, who was
hartending &l the curling
club, was phoned and came
over {o Lhe Legion hall with
his wife Flora {or the exciting
last few minutes of the draw.

Take cash
Monday night the Barbers
decided to take the $3,000
cash rather than the new car.
Bruce has belonged to the
1004 Club since it began, and
has had a bit of experience at

tended the meeting Lo further
thelr Intention of extending
services to the Esguesing
portion of their subdivision
adincent to the new hall off
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revenled they had been
negotiating with officinls of
{Inturio Houslng for use of the
kite and property they own

L
., and we

_F
@3‘&

0,

behind it.

The OH.C is also In-
lerested in other ncarby
properly to censtruet a large
senior citizens' development.

. The Acton Leglon property
is on Main St. 5. in (ke town's
main bhusiness section, close
to services and shnrp!ni. it
conslsts of the legion hall

rking lot and house (ront-
ng on Willow 5L

“We hope Lo dispose of the
downtown property,’’ Legion
huilding, chalrman Gard
McCuteheon told council,
have been

- nngulialini with the O.H.C.

~ the
© received

evening. The Barbers two days laler decided
they'd take the $3,000 in cash instead of the car,
Other winners were announced during the
evening of draws and dancing.

being the hig winner. Last
year he look the $500 in the
Minor Sperts baschall draw.
He works at Ajax.

The new car, which had
been erdered through Lo and L
Ford, hadn’t arrived yet this
week anyway,

20 winners
Of the 400 in the club, 20
shared the wealth Saturday.
First name drawn John
Hobhson received $100 Lo start
olf the night. Then every 25th
name got anolher $10 and

these were Arlie White, John
Turkosz, les Duby, John
Krapek, Moe Johnson, Denis
Gibbons, Kevin Conroy,
RRheta Goodwin, Pete Tur-
kosz, Adele Nolan, Bill Dav-
ies, Ann Mulder, Bill Coon,
Ken Marshall and Doreen
Lindsay.

The 400 Club annually nets
abput $5.000 to run six rep
teamns in the Aclon Ontario
Minor Hockey Association for
a vear. Nest of the mone
goes for weekly and final cas
prizes.

trim capital budget

sewers and $300,000 for the
fire department,

Other projects include
$100,000 for an arena roof in
Aclon; $500,000 for an indoor

1 in Georgetown: $150,000
or an indoor pool in Aclon,
$100,000 for & mini-computer
and $1,055.000 for an arena,
theatre and community halt
complex.

The commitlee suggested
Halton Hills cut out 000
worth of capital werk for the

year. Councillor Emie Sykes
told the committee his council
was bheing pressured to
provide a wide variety of
recreation services.

He noted part of the town's
problem come f{rom the
amalgamation of three nreas
into one under regional
government.

Enmmitt!j;t: mmEuI:&egrs
compared the capital el
from Halton Hills to the Qak-
ville forecast, pointing out
that Oakville’s budget is just

slightly higher than the
Halton Hills lorecast,

Committee chairman Jack
Raftis  of Burlington
reminded Sykes that Oakville
had about twice the
population and four times the
asscssment of Halton Hills,
He and others warned Sykes
of the grm'e implications the
heavy budget would have for
Halton Hills.

Halton Hills council will
review the capitol budget and
the committee’s requests for
cuts.

since late {nst year."

Excellent place
Two unsolicitedd offers for
property had been
t the Legion of-
fered it to the O.H.C. for less
than the lower of the two
offers hecause they believe it
would make on excellent
place far senlor citizens. The
O.11.C. purchasing power [s

limited to n maximum figure
based on the number of units
pansible.

(.H.C. officials were
delighted at the oppertunity
to purchase the property for a
genlor citizens’ development,
Mr. McCutcheon told Lhis
newspaper. They gel few
oppartunities to purchase as
desirable a location. 1l the
demand is not there now for
scnior  cilizen  accom-
muxlation then they would
likely keep it in their land
hank until the demand is
there.

l.ogion atiempts to get
involved in Lhe projecl were
rebulfed by the O.H.C. which

ointed oul they were
inanced by both the province
and the federal government.
The Legion may get involved
in furnishing the apartments
but that is still tn the future,
Mr. McCutcheon said.

(dificials of the OUntario
Housing Corporation were not
avallable for comment.

Sign pool
contract soon

Nine months of negotiations
nnd Llans club members can
sce (inalization of the Acton
swimming pool contract in
the offing.

Preject organizer Art
Gordon says the contract
between the town of Halton
Hills and Con-Dign Limited of
Kitchener, will be signed

‘within the next two days. He

sels Aug. 15 as the probable
"swim-off" date with the first

sod Lo be turmed sometime
wilhin the next week.

“But we have (o gel going
on the canvass' says Lion
Gordon wha feels a blitz
throughout the town will be
required to get all canvassers
on the job and receipts in. The
organizers feel Lthat, once the
contract is signed, all monies
will be needed and Lhe step-up
in canvassing for two more
weeks should send bank
receipts up considerably.

Acton pool inches closer

A few more hurdles in the
way of the Aclton swimming
poal were cleared Monday
night, when Halton Hills
council passed a bylaw to
execule an agreement with
Con-Dign Ltd, of Guelph,
authorizing the borrowing of
$100:,000 trom the Main Street
branch of Canadian Bank of

Commerce. Council also
ssed a construction bylaw
_E the pool. ,
Counciilor HRoy Boglh
pointed out the town did not
mtend to spend that amount.
“We're still liguring on
$50.000 of the town's moncy,
bt by altuwinﬁ that much we
are protected,. he remarked.

Woman is principal

Barbara Rennick of Georgetown has beert appo

inted as a

wcipal withun the Halton Board of Education systemt.
" .‘l-lpr;'l. Henmick taught in Stewarllown and Pineview schools
m Esquesing before being named viceprincipal at Robert
Little School 1n Acton last year. _
She has been in Halton County sinve 1968 and has been
imvolyed in a wide variety of committees pnd study groups.

Branch

falls

power off

There were f{ive vehicle
collisions in lown this week,
the most spectacular at noon
on April Fool's Day. A truck
driven by Robert Coales
stnick o tree on Bower Ave.
and a limb crashed down on
the vehicle. Power was
disrupted to two houses. The
hydro men used their holst to
get the big branch off the
truck, owned by L and L
Ford, and tra{{lc was blocked
far a while at noon hour.

The police report on the
inciden! was not yet complete
at press time since the in-
vesti[;entmg officer is ofl for a
couple of days.

Two Sunday

Sunday afternoon at Acton
Blvd. and Peel St a collision
involved cars driven ij
William Finley, 176 Churchiil
Rd., and Sandra Palmer, 99
Main N. The Finley car had
estimated $200 damage, Lhe
Palmer car $350.




