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SECOND SECTION

Cottage curtains business booming at D

Ingenuity would be the
w::rg to describe the am-
hitions of an Acton district
housewife who operates a
hooming enterprise from her
1834 stone home in Dolly
Varden and conjoys every
moment of its involyement,

Susnnne Appleford is the:

onergetic lady who declded to
make her findings of a need
for ruffled cottage curtains
inte o home-based business,
While living in her previous
lbme in Onkville Mra. Apple-
ford discovered the purchase
of quality ruffled curtains to
be nt a premium with the oni

ones procurable, with the loo

of genuine ploncer authen
ticity, through an American
aales catnlogue. “*“Which,”

~ Moss

sald the ambliious lady, "are
not very well made.”

The Oakville home of the
Applefords had been one of
history, the ariginal {first
Knox Presbyterian Chureh en
Willlam Street converted into
a double house. Il was while
decorating the windows In the
vintage home that Susapne
discavered the difficulty of
finding rulfled curtalns.

*] couldn't find what 1
wanted in department
stores,” anld Mrs, Appleford.
"“In trying (o gel someone or
some store to have them

made up [ kept running Into |

snags.'” Repartedly, drapery
stores were nol Interested
and it wns only through in-
vestigation she was able to
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OPENED GARDEN :

CENTRE FOR
ALL YOUR

GARDENING NEEDS!

» Garden Tools and Equipment

e Complete Line of Fertilizers

e Flower and Vegetable Seeds

e Lawn Furniture and Ornaments

¢ Barbecues and Equipment, Etc,
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get someone to make the
curining for her.

Costa of having the simple-
type curtalns custom made
was teo coxpensive con-
gldering the materifal used
and ita cost per yard and Mrs.
Appleford was not happy. On
someone's suggestion she
ardered through a 1.5, firm
hut found Lhe  duly
dissatisfactory as well as the
finished merchandise.

Annlversary

it wos with her knowledge
of the requirement of a
manufacturer of the pioneer
muslin curtains that Susanne
Appleford moved with her
family to her present Acton
residence in June, 1972, She
had decided she wanted some

Hardware

kind of work which she could
da from her own homo and,
meshing her recognition of a
need for a cottage curtain
Industry in Canada with her
own unleashed encrgles she
contrived Lhe iden o mttlnﬁ
up a business working *with
people an oppoaed to "for”
somceone else,

February of "74 marked the
first anniversary of the cnter-
prining business venture,
According to Susanne Apple-
ford, Cottage Curtains (the
firm name) {8 thoe only
businesa of its kind in Canadn
and offers custom-made
curtnins which are falthfu)
reproductions of those used
by our mncestors in colonial
times.

OPENING WEEK

SPECIALS

(March

27 to April 3)

GARDEN MASTER

A lady who could not sew,
with little knowledye of {he
eraft of helng o seamsiress,
she aoplied her abllities Lo
nrnunmn . Through enquiry
she found other ladles In-
terested In homo-work nndd
able o rew with thelr own
machines.

Ruffling was the mnjor
prablem overcome by mare
of the local lady's Ingenulty,
Mra. Appleford explaing her
gearch for o ruffler moachine
from ns for away as New
York but Mnal contact with Y
and W Machine in Teronlo
was where shg procured o
junked  Singer  sewlng
machine in thelr warchouse,
nnd It worked. |

Todlny Mra. Applelord has
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While you are in browsing through our selection

of Garden Centre and General Merchandise don't
forget to take time out for a free cup of coftee on us

and fill out an entry blank for the Grand Opening
DOOR PRIZE of a DISSTON CORDLESS ELECTRIC

GRASS SHEARS (Draw to be held April 3)
During our Official Opening Day Celebrations

(March 30) the ladies will receive a Free (arnation
and the gentlemen a Free Lawn and Garden Book

four women working on the
curtnlus In various stages of
completlon. Some hove had
previous industeinl machine
experience and apply thelr
know-how o curtaln
musembling with case, Cal-
ting and rvulfling are com-
teled In Mrs. Appleford’s
wine, and sent ot lo the
women to be pleeed together
i sewn. Coam p]ur,l_*d artleles
nre returned to the Appleford
home  for  mafling  ond
distribution to costomers.

The industrious  buslness
lody tells of origlnal nttempts
to operate o catnlogue-type
ageney but found that most
jeaple ;,:rl'h'r the personal
touch. Hight now much of the
busineas 18 projeeted from
Toronlo with such places as
Niagura-on-the-Lake and St
Catharines, nlsa Interested in
procuring the unlque window
dreasings.  Places  where
restorations are tnking ploce
nre providing clientelle for
Mrs. Appleford who I8
dellghted with the response
her praduct has recelved.

“1 had o difficult thne
finding bleached cotton which
WRE an ainthentic
repraductton of  colonlal
Limes,” she suid, explainin
her search through hundred
of yards of materials which
had the same eolorlng nnd

roperties ns the rew] thing,
ven experimenting wil
ploncer recipes used by our
ancestors (o remove fettering
from potato and flour bags
hefore the material wos mode
Into curlaing and clothes wus
plitempted by the ingenjous
lndly who can now boast
yome of her malerials are
being used in the Jog cabin at
the Hallon Countly museum.

Booming

An Ottawn Universily grad
with & BA in philesophy,
Susanne Appleford enjoys the
challenge of home business.
“Look™, she sald recently,
“muny small buslnesses are
failing but thls endeaveur of
mine is moving ohead very
fnﬂtli!

Antt she's right, business is
increasing  steadily with
many cuoatomers coming In
from Onkville nndd
surrounding tdistricts.

Her chitdren,Michele 9,
Amy 3, and Robert7 arc all
interested but not loo in-
volved in their mother’s
husiness ambitions, they are
too young, Thelr father, how-
ever, is keenly a veen] hack-
bone, encournging and proud
of his wife's pchievements.

The head of the English
department as  Strectsville
High School feecls thal his
wile's accomplishment 8 no
small item and pmudlr talks
aboul how she applies herself
and manages efliciently.
Duncan Appleford is, at the
present time, on a year-off
study Sabbalical, working
toward his M.Ed. Also am-
hitious, BPuncan writes,
sculpts and has already
published a text book on
sclence fiction.

At their rural bome the
couple is interested in pine
Canadian furniture. They
refinish fine old picces for
sale, as well as for their own
hame, .

At the present time
Susanne i5 engaged in
working out quilt problems, a
newer  aspect of her Cottage
Curtoin business. She says
she is branching out into dust
ruffies, pillow shams and
varigus other items 1o e
added to the list of saleable
items. Other materials on the
markel are also now bein
used with ginghams an
patterned cottons being
worked into the original
curtnin designs.

Pricedless

Cost of the curtains, ac
cording to Susznne, who
cncourages people to  visit
and see her establishment,
are minimal as compared to
attempting to make them
aneself. She s iates that,
by purchasing in quantity it is
casier to provide lower prices
than for individuals to buy
materials in  measured
amounts.

Recenmtly a move to Fergus
has presented itself for the
Appieford family. With the
sale ol quills escalating and
orders for all items in-
creasing. the proprictor of
Caottage Curlains sees the
move as an opporfunily lo
expand. "'We won't be [eaving
for a few months,” she says
but cxplains the prospective
home n Fergus will be an
ideal arrongement f(or full-
time business operatlon,
Gourmet cooking products,
and other exciting items wil

SALEES OF BEAUTIFUL hand-made quilts are acceleratin

at the

Collape Curlains eraft shop located at Dolly Varden. Amy App eford, 3,

happily watches her mother Susannc

stone home which lends itself as the place where i
curlains are created as faithful reproductions of those used by our an-
ceslors in colonial times., :

tuft one of the quilts in their 1834

authentic muslin rulfled

Need accommodation
plowing match visitors

Halton the Hospitable—
thot's us thls yenr. We're
used o seving swarms of
Sunday crivers, picnicers,
riders and walkers from
other areas passing through
our counlryside throughout
the more enjoyable summer
months, but what would
happen if they decided Lo stop
and “set a spel]™?

Where could we put them
for a night or lwo or three?

Just ask Spencer Wilson,
R.IL.Na. 1, Norval. He has
had six months to ponder the
problem  with another six
manths to sart it all out.

i1alton Hospiiallty

Hundreds of visitors to the
recent Canada Farm Show in
Torenlo stopped at a booth
displaying i %ign
“Enjoy Halton Hospitality at
the International Plowing
Malch, Seplember 24th teo
Zath, 19747
Come Scptember,
thousands of people will do
just that. An estimaled 250 to
00 thousand witk Mock to this
area for the five day match.
coming from all over Canada,

the .S, and  Hritain.
Plowbaoys from lreland are
also expected this year.

Foremost in the list of
evepts 18, of course, lhe
plowing compelition in-
volving 300 people, 275
tractors, and 25 horses. There
will ilso he horseshoe pit-
ching, lug-ol-warring, and the
famous 100 ocre Tent Cily,
housing Innumberahle food

hoolhs, and display booths,

not  to mention  the  daily
parade—""One of the best
you'll see anywhere,” ac-
cording to {he Plowmen.

All this will take place daily
on the Ernig Heid Farm, just
sputh of Georgelown on 1D
Sideroad,

Hut at the end of the day
what do the 30 Lo 60 thousand
visitors expected eiach day
o? The majerity will drive
back home, but at least |00
will lake uT the invitation to
enjoy  Halton hospitality
overnight.

Knowing this, Mr. Wilson
whao is in charge of billetting

i busy. The maoin problem is
that Huaston Hifls itsell has
only one molel and the few
hotels can only accomoddate o
limited number of |]1:m le.
Rooms hove been booked af
the Mohuwh ltaceway, and in
Oakville and Burlington

Mr. Wilson stoled “"We're
poing o hoave te depend
meostly on hornes, We need at
feast 15 homes that can
arcommaodate on average of
four people with overnight
lodging for one night or one
week, with maybe breakfast,
toa. The folks usually have
supper al the grounds ™

Fifti,- homes have already
been lined up that can take
between two and cight people,
bt there's still many more
needexd.

Mr. Wilson checked the
figures again, Two hundred
and fifty to three hundred
thousand, then said rather
sadly *"And that's not even
counting those with passes.”

There isa genleman with a
hig job.
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be part of the new Fergus
arrangement which, althou
not completely settled, is in
the offing.
Meantime operation Cot-
tage Curtains continues ol the
t residence on Chur-
chill Rd. 5. and, until al}
moves are f[inalized Acton
continues as the home base
. for the unique craft shop.

2 INTERNATIONAL PLOWING MATCH to be held near Georgetown
TS;Ie-,IpT.IzNi-EE was the main topic of discussion Thursday when prw.nngt
match enthusiasts from three counties met at Hornby to discuss las
year’s international and plan the 1974 and 1975 events. From left are host

~ Mayor Tom Hill of Halton Hills, Halton IPM Local Committee chairman
Ross Segsworth of Burlington, local chairman of last year's ma_lch Don
Williams of Lambton County and vicechairman of next year's event
Russell Morrison of the Kegion of Durham (Ontario County).
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