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Solandt Commission recommends:

Power corrido

After careful consideration of all the evidence presented
toit, the Commission recommends that the Fmpmed 500 KV
power corrider from Middleport to Plckering should
wherever poasible be located in the Parkway Belt,

‘ihe recommended route is shown in detail (n the above
Mup. It corresponds generally, but with some important
modifications, to Bhi's *'System Q" which Mr. Howlett chose
as his second option. The most important change (rom Bhi's
recommendation is that the Commission pro that the
line be built north from Middleport through the Beverly
Swamp on the right-of-way presently owned Ontarlo Hy-
dro. It then crosses to the north side of Highway 401 and
thenee castward to o transformer statlon near Milton.

Just before renching the Milton Station this east-west route

i joined from the north by the lines from the Bruce
. Generating Station that cross the Niagara Escarpment at
Limuhouse. From the Milton Station t is o southward
link to the Haiton Station, while the main route proceeds
wistward south of Brampton and north of Lhe airport to
Woodbridge, thence eastward across Yonge Street to o new
Parkway Station and thence to a point south of Markham.
‘Pherefore, west from Milton to south of Markham, the route
will be in the “Parkway Belt: Wesl”.

the “Farkway Belt: East’” when it iz designed,

The principal factors that
vecision will be outlined.

720 foot swath through to

way 401 have been discussed
with the public by Bhi in ear-.
lier public hearings and were
the subject of many submis-
sions to the Commission by
municipa
and individuals,

mission supéae
solected by

One of the most important
decisions for people of this
area was the choice of on
Esearpment crossing for the
north-seuth power corridor
from the Bruce power stotlon
which will hook into the east-
west Nanticoke to Pickering
lines.

The Solandt Commission
decided the lines should cross

lic meetings in

From there to the
Cherrywood Stotion a route has been tentatively selected but
it is expected that this section of the line will be included in

influenced this general

The details of the route to
the Limehouse crossing from
the north have been worked
out by Ontario Hydro, in pub-
connection
with the Bradiey Junction to
Georgetown study. The de
tails of the route south of the
Escarpment down to High-

The first decision to be madewas whether to accept Bhi's
general recommendation of following the Parkway Belt or to
reject the “Parkway Route’” In (avour of some modification
of Ontario Hydro's original “*Middle Route”. In approaching
this decision, it was obviously necessary lo consider the 500
KV transmission line as a part of the total land use planning
for the entire area. It is quite tmﬁmsathle to constder this
transmission line in isolation since it is one of the biggest if
not the biggest singe lincar land use that has yet appeared in
southern Ontario. The selection of the route will have g great
and lasting impact on land use planning In the whole area.
Ever since the publication of Toronto-Centred Region
Plan in 1970, the Parkway Belt has figured largely in
discussions of planning in the Toronto region It has caught
the imagination of the public and virtually everyone who
appeared befare the Commission whose Iand would not be
direclly affected by the Parkway Belt strangly supporied
inclusioh of the500 KV transmission line in the Parkway Belt

Bhi's strong recommendation that the {ransmission line
be combined wherever possible with the Parkway Belt was
also supported by a number of professional planners who
ﬂp-ptﬂrui' before the Commission. Apart [rom those whose
land would be directly affected b{- the line the only q:ﬁroitim
came from b few who felt that inclusion of the 500 V line
would intrude upon the park-like aspects of the Parkway
Belt. which figured among the pu of its design,
would converl it instead into a complete utlity cocridor, On
the otlter hand, many pointed out that the inclusion of the 500

ly in the centre of Concession
5 of Esquesing Township. The
Ontaric Hydro study to
recommend a route from
Bradley Junction to Geﬂrﬁ’e-
town also concluded that the
centre of Concession 5 pro-
vides the best approach to the
Limehouse area. from the

anizations
¢ Com-
rts the route
hi approximate-

lities, o

the Escarpment at Lime-
house and proceed south lo
Milton and northwards
through former Esquesing
township in the centre of Con-
cession 5 into Erin township.
This means a 720 foot right-
af-wiy dividing the new lown
of Halton Hills—800 fecl for
three double circuit 500 KV
lines (2-1977, 1-1980F and 120
{eel for two later 230 KV lines.
The report savs:

Almost everyone who hos

considered the problem of
building o transmission line
ncross the Niagura Escarp-
ment hay selected the vicinity
of Limehouse as an area
where o l:'!“l}!ﬁiﬂi’. can be made
with relatively little environ-
mental damage or social dis-
wurbance. However, as is the
ease with all the desirable
erpssings of the Escarpment,
the problems of getting to and
awny from the crossing are

Bruce to Essa route unacceptable

The proposal by a group of
cltizens from North Halton
and Wellington county that
Hydro should use the “R”
route for their towers and a
Bruce to KEssa route Wwas
turned down by the Solandt
Commission. The proposal
could have eliminated towers
from Erin and Eramosa
townships as well as Halton
Hills and diminished the lines
around Milton.

The report says!

“A group of concerned
citizens in Wellington County
and North #alton have
strﬂnﬁly supported “System
R" (four double circuit 500
kV lines carrying power from

both Nanticoke and Bruce -

and crossing the ment
in the 401 corridor). When Bhi
reluctantly abandoned
“‘System R because of
Ontario Hydro's objections to

it on security ds, this
group set out to devise an
alternative plan.”

Briefly, they pro that
one of the three kV cir-
cuils from the Bruce Gener-
ating Station should go
eastward scross country lo
an existing transformer
station at Essa, just west of
Barrie. This transformer
station is on the existing 500
kV line from the no to
Kleinburg and there is at
present ample space in the
right-of-way to put in another
500 kV line from Essa to
Klein . In the course of its
study of the route from
Bra Junclion to George-
town, Ontario Hydro has
already demonstrated that
there I3 a possible route for a
line to the vicinity of
Flesherton, in the north-east
corner of the area studied for

the Bradley to Georgetown
route. From there to Es3a the
group had not studied the
voute in detail but felt sure
that a route could be found
since the counlry is very
hilly, relatively thinly
populated and not the best
agricultural land.”

They argued the use of this
route would gmnﬂ& increase
the security ol the power
transmission from Bruce to
the Teronto load centre and
would make it reasonable to
concentrate the rest of the
Bruce power and the power
from Nanticoke Iin one
corridor parallel to Highway
401, .

“'l:giu {nmmrectin*cd
considerable po r support
at the hearings. As far a%pfhe
Commission wa there was
no one from the area affected

Continued on Page B3
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Principal Recommendations:

Summary of Principal Recommendations:

L. The Recommended Route—The recommended route is
shown in detail oo Map.

* Transmission Tower Deslgn—Siagle shaft, “improved
apprarance” lowers are (o be used throughout the recom-
mended route, except in the section from Middieport Station
to Highway 401 throagh the Beverly Swamp, where iattice
lowers are proposed for use.

1, Upderground Transmission—The Commission coo-
cludes 500 kV underground cable iz nol st present am al
tractive alternative and that neltber the cont noc the security
risk are justilied by lhei:::rt';rttrmtnl in envirenmental

h :

followlng sctioms: :

a} The hearings of (he Solandt Commbssion should be
accepted as adequate public exposure of Ontario Hydro's
plans and adequate justification of the need for the line and,

thercfore. the *hearings of necessity’, required by The Ex-
propristions Act. should be walved In those cases where the
acquisition of property by expropristion s uired.

b While it is a complex legal problem bey the terms ol
reference of this Commission, the Commission recommends
that any exempilions to The Planaing and Development Act
that will belp to speed up the falr and orderly acguisltion of
'::;: for ihis route should in this case be granted to Ontarlo

.

¢} 1o order to obialn the earilest possible approval for the
cvastruction of (be lines from the Bruce Generating Siation
to » new Millon Station and oa to » new Halton Statlon, the
Commissien recommends that, ¥ possible. the pablic
hearings on these sectiom of the Parkway Belt which Inclade
this part of the route for the S0 kY line, should proceed even
before all the "Parkway Belt: West” planning ks complete.

5. A General Data Base for Land Use Planning—There is
an argeni need for ibe centrallzation of nll the data needed
for land-use planning snd coutrel, S0 argaalzed as (o provide
Information not only to government agencies bul also to the
public.

KV transmission line, which will necessitate wideni

r to be in Parkway

of the

Parkway Bell in some arens, would greatly strengthen ils
function of acting as a divider between adjacent com-

munilies.

The "Parkway Route" is also very substantially shorter
than any of the other aiternatives, Bruce tHowlett stated in
his testimmony that analysis of the “Parkway Route™ for the
su0 KV line shows that it is a very satisfactory route from the

epvironmental and sociol

point of

view on purely

geographical grounds. He pointed out that past government

actions had k

ept the area open and comparatively free of

possible conflicts wilh the transmission line. Even if no Park-
way Belt had been designated, he fecls that it would be a
readily defensible route for the line.

The absence of conflicts, combined with the advantages

o joint use of the Parkwaﬁv
whelming case in favour
transmission line. This

Relt corrldor, make an over-
the “Parkway Route" for the
decision to adopt the "Parkway

Koule" fixes the location of the transmisaion Jinc ina general

way from where it enters the Parkway Belt

st enst of

Milton to the end of the *Parkway Belt: Wesl”, just south of

Markham.

~ The selection of the route east and west of these points
imvolved further choices. The section west of Milton im-

mediately poses two very

diiticult choices. The first is

whether to go north through or aroutd the Beverly Swamp,

and thus avoid use of the alternative cast-west rou

sputh of

Rattlesnake Point, and the second is to decide on the number
and location of crossings of the Niagara Escarpment.

narth. This alignment crosses
the Escarpment just west of
the village of Limehouse and
conlinues down the centre of
Concession 5 to a Jjunction
with the east-west lines from
Nanticoke just north of High-
way 401.

In this section, from Lime-
house 1o Highway 401, the cx-
act location of the route and
tower locations should be ad-
justed to minimize Lhe impact
on local landowners. The
decision to recommend o
route running south from
Limehouse to the vicinity of
Milton was not 0N easy one,
since this is certainly a very
attractive part of rural Ont:
ario containing both good
farms and fine rural cstates.

wn of Halton Hills

Hepresentatives of the
Township of Esquesing and
several local residents put
most persuasively the case
against building the line in

this ares. All available alter- .

natives were corefully con-
sidered before the Commis-
sion reluctantly came to the
conclusion that, on balance,
thls was the route that the
transmission line should take.

For this section of the roule
Ontario Hydro requires a 720
fool right-of-way; 600 feet for
three double circuit 500 KV
lines (2-1977, 1-1980) and 120
fect for two later 230 KV lines.
Hecause of the nature of this
aren every effort should be
made to reduce this width if
new technology makes this
possible.

Ii.R. 2, Aclon, Ont.
v March 18, 1974,
Gentlemen:

As mosl ﬁw e will now
have heard, the Solandt Com-
mission has recommended, in
its report, that the Bruce to
Milton Hydro corrider should
cross the escarpment at
Limechouse.

After reading this 93 page
report [ would like to bring to
your attention the
paragraphs which relole to
the decision that the Lime-
house crossing should Dbe
sclected. Although 1 may not
ngree with same of the con
clusions In this report, it is
falr to say that some very
Ezugrcssh-e decisions have

en made.

Because of the complexity
of the problem n brief review
of the overall project might
be in order. The tiydro at the
present time are in the

lanning stages for major

ydro  corridors and
generating stations which
will be required in the next 20
yecars.

An expenditure of greater
than ten billion dollars will be
maie durinF this time to
complete this program. At
the present time it is essential
that o corridor be established
from Nanticoke on Liake Eric
to the Toronto area. It is also
essential that ¥ corridor be
established from Bruce on
Lake Hurpn lo the Toronto
area. The juncture peint for
these corridors is below the
escarpment near Milton.

At the outsel it wus the
hope of most citizens that
these two corridors could be
incorporated in the existing
crossing of the escarpment
with Highway 401. Dr.
Solandt’s remarks relating to
this dual crossing are as
follows:

“Although it is dangerous
to Jgenuralm from a small
and self-selected sample, ]
think it safe to say that public
opinion as heard by the Com-
mission was strongly in laver
of putting all the lines throu [1!1
the nghway 401 corridor In
pecordance with “'System
R'. Ontario ilydro were
strongly opposed to this alter-
native on grounds of both
security and nesthetics. BHI
reluctantly accepted Ontario
Hydro's views on security
and did not recommend
“System R". During the
Commission henrings,
Ontario Hydro were [urther
cross-examined on securily
problems and presented a
convincing but not over-

Ty and Erin township

whclminﬁ case against
ting all the lines together

side Highway 401. In ad
dition, they argued strongly
on aecsthetle grounds against
B:ull ing four double circuit 500
V lines side by side in such a
prominent location. After
carcfully considering all the
evidence presented, the
Commission does nol support
“System R™. The most
!}owurlul argument against
‘System R'' is Ontario
Hydro's view on systems
securlty.”

It is inlermtlnﬁ
however, that this
could be made possible
through additionai (rans-
mission lines from Bruce {o
Essa, although more costs
may result at this time and 1
refer to a recent Hydro
communicate to Dr. Solandt
after the Commission’s
hearings concluded.

[ do not believe that this
sliernate was fully and
completely explored. Par-
ticularly when you consider
the recent information which
indicates that the Hydro will

te note
system

be obtaining a new corrider |

from Bruce to Owen Sound
and from Essa to Collingwood
for needed power frans-
mission. To dead-end these
lines in lhese localions is
contrary to Hydro security
and it is reasopable to expect
that the Bruce lo Esso
corridor wlil be eatablished at
some later date. We therefore
cannot concur with [Dr.
Solandt's most powerful
argument against the dual
crossing as being Hydro's
view on sysiems security.

The second alternate for
bringing these two corridors
o hﬁitﬂn would be a crossing
at Rattlesnoake Poinl for the
Nanticoke line with a
erossing at 401 for the Bruce
line. This alterpate was
recommended by the con-
vironmental consultants BHI
in their rc(gr{ ta Dr. Solandt.

At the Erin mecting Dr.
Walker, the Hydro ccology
sﬁpeciuusll confirmed that for
the Bradley June-
tion - Georgetown  study
arca. the best environmental
route for the Bruce to Milton
bine would be west of Guelph.
We therefore conclude that
both independent environ-
mental studies indicate that
the Bruce to Millon line
should go via the 401 crossing.
It is interesting to note that
the total mileage for both
routes, with the Bruce-401
crossing, is also the shortest.
Dr. Solandt, however, reporls
the following:

j::f_-; Citizens oppose route
Zv/~ through Halton Hills

“Public reaction against
this part of the route was very
strong; many residents on or
adjancent to the proposed
route protested against it
Ontario Hydro and all the
government - ministries that
expressett views on this part
of the route were also opposed
to il. As soon as the Com-
mission was convinced that a
line could he bullt through the
Beverly Swamp withoul
important damage to the
environment, il became
obvious that this alterpative
was preferable to buliding
through the populated aren
between Hattlesnake Point
and Mount Nemo."

[ believe it is fair to say
that public reaction against
afl parts of the route was very
strong. This is confirmed by
the BHI report where 2,672
people preferred the Bruce-
301 crossing while 412
preferred the -Nanticoke-401
crossing.

It wns my understanding
that the choice of the best
route wauld be based on the
facts collected by BHI for
example, in their study area
and the Hydro in their study
arch, A comparison between
the Nanticoke crossing at 401
and the Bruce crossing at 401
has not becn made public.
For anyone to share Dr.
tolandt's conclusions it s
essentinl that this informa-
tion he made available to all
citizens involved.

Copies of this report have
heen sent to Jim Spow MPFP,
John Rool MPP, Mayor Hill
of Halton Hills and Reeve

. l.ang of Erin Township.

1 would expect that Reeve
Lang of Erin would be mars
than pleased to obtain (s
information in view of T
statement of January @, 74
that *“any entry into -
Municipality would
ﬁtrnnﬁly opposed becaus: »
feel that such o roufe we. b
not be in the best interest: ul
the public.” Beth John Huat
and Jim Snow have expres:’
interest in this matter in th
past and [ would hope th
would contlnue to ebtain .
the facts asseciated with this
recommendation.  Lastly
Mayor Tom Hill should b
vitally concerned since the
Hydro corridor will now
divide the new town of Halton
Hills rather than act as 2
divigion of existing com-
munitics which  could be
accomplished if it were o

ss between Kilchener and
wuelph.

Yours very tiul:,

John €. Schneidh -
Interested Citizens of Hav o
& Wellington.

Lines avoid Mohawk

Dr. Solandt recommends
the east-west hydro corridor
should avoid Mohawk
Raceway and Campbellvilie
before running south of 5
Sideroad for o short distance
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to avoid tall towers on the
Skyline,

The report says:

“The commission thercfore
recommends that the lines
from MNanticoke, after

R:m:aini.!, to ‘the north o
Mohawk — Haceway &
described above, should t* .
proceed through the nar -
gap between the north sidh
tlighway 401 and the riv.u;
slope of the Escurpmen
Study of the area indicale:
that since the rifht-nf-wny
required will be only 425 feel
u;&n_ it can be put a good deal
closer to 1Hghway 401 than ss
shown in the Bhi Report. The
cdge of the right-of-way mist
be al least 112 feet from the
cdge of the highway in order
to mect Onatario Hydro's
requirement that the closes’
conductor must be at least 200
fect from the highway.

vas  mentioned,  th:
clearance is necded to protedt
the conductors fram sal’
spray, Having sludied the
area 1 feel that it is probably
passible and desirable to have
the line run south of Lhe Filth
Side Heoad for a shorl
distance, mainly in Con-
cession 6 of Nassagaweya
Township. 1t will have the
substantial advantage of
keeping the line al a much
lower elevation so that the
towers will appear less
yrominently on the skyline.

¢ line in this area should be
limited lo the two double
circuit 500 kV towers Lhal are
now propused. Future 230 kV
circuits should be put un-
derground. The exact deta s
of such a route must ob
viously be worked out by
Ontatio Hydro in co-operation
with landowners and the
munlcipality involved.

“From this E)Enl east and
south to the Milton Station,
the route proposed by Bhi

Continued on Page B3




