WINTER TIME WESTERN style looks warm and
friendly in the abandoned movie-set town establ-
ished on a district farm where shades of cnwbpy-
days are offset as tracks of modern automobile
ires can be seen running through the village in-

windows.

stead of the typical horse shoes. Vandals have
been a problem in the make-believe stores and
owners of the property have had to board up some

Bill SMILEY

I've Just been reading a book aboul the
Battle ol Britain, written by Peter Tawne
send. He was a World War 1 fighter pilot
amd was in the batile himself,

tie's alse the chap the reyal family
wouldn't allow to marry the then Princess

. Margaret, because he'd been divorced. He
- Wwas probably lucky. Later she married that

pipsqueak photographer called Jones or

. Smith or somethung. He is now Lord Some-
- 1higt-or-other. Mis wife is Princess Nor-

- According lo
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thing-ar-other,

Anyway, s on excellent book, for
imyone nterested in battles that have
changed the course of history. Townsend
has consulted a mass of material from both
German and British records, and gives o
balanced preture of the B, of B, fooking at it
lrom both sudes of the English Channel,

By the way, is anyone interested in the
baitles that changed history, besides e
and a few history buffs? There are quite a
lew ol them, and ohe must wonder what
would have happened to history if the
hatties had boen lost, not won

At least one of them has probably af-
fvted you, personally,

It the Perstans hadn't been slowed down
at Thermopylae and trounced at Marathon,
ey 'd have wiped oul the Greeks. Think
what that would have done to the restaurant
business 1n Canada. Not to mention Jackie
Unassis” §20,000 a week in spending money.

It Brake and his {leet had not beaten the
Armada, hall the people in Canada would
te* Lalking Spamsh, eating garlic and going
ta bullfierhts.

How would vou tike to be out at a butl-
tight this afternoon Git's 15 below oulside).

sttbingd in the shady side of the arena, and
shouting Ole™, at o bulllighter and 1 bhul)
brogen, diterally, into the classic stance of
the bull-ring?

And what about the hattle of the Plains
i Abraham? Il the Limeys hadn™t won that
une, L be happily back in freland right
newy, cnltimg peat in g bop, instead of sitfing
here wondermyg how in the namie of encrgy
Fm poing to meet my Tuel hitl,

Gotarther back, Tf Joan D'Are (Jater 5.
Josen), hadn't fifted the siege at Orleans,
there'd be no French, no Separatiste Party,
o Catiadian problem,

Ancther dandy was the Battle of
Cullxden, where Bonny {retarded) Prince
Clutrhe was beaten by the Epglish. Instead
of the Svattish mvading England in kilts,
they were foreed to invade with thelr
brasns, and they look over the financial
attaws ol the British Empire. Which, as we
il know, are somewhat less than remark-
able.

Back home again, there's the Battle of
\urenston Heights, which nobody knows
much about except the residents of Queens-
e, and dew of them. But this produced a
prval, pure, Canadean image, Loura Secord
chocolites, without which Canada eould
probably not have maintained its integrity,
mationabity, and rotten teeth,

The Yanks have theirs, The Alama, for
example. One of the most stupid affairs in
hustory. (Il anyone ever tells yvou (hat you
are gomg to fieht to the last man, throw
JWAY your pun and begin running in all
dicections, preferably at onee)

There was, of course, the Charge of the
Laght Brigade, which didn't change the

b

vourse of anything, Dot it did serves os o
lasting memarial to the utier stupidity of
the Britsh ruling clusses. And fram that
war wie did et the Cardigan sweater an

e Baelan coat, Nol to be sneered nt, O

Url.

Perhaps you have sensed my purpose in
this Little essay. Or, perhaps, like me, you
lswen't,

Well, ke, t£'s been n bad day, y'know,
it " take an’ put your overpge Canadian
up apsunst seanething, and he'll come up
wiih somoething, ch?

Uh, yead. T remember, [ was wondering
whal would bave happened if we'd lost the
Battle ol Britaan, [t would have been a Jolly
Gl show,

thtler was prepared to make gencrous
terms, and divide the known world with
Breton. Pretty poed deal, 'd say,

But the obstinate, stupid British dectded
lo fight. Amd even worse, they won. The
Lattwatfe did not destroy the RAF. which
had the privilege of being attached to me
vor was b the other way around?) during
the war.

Hesult, Britain is sliding down the sluice
Into econutinie  anonymily. Germany s
naster of Europe, financially,

It pays to lose wars. ﬂurnmnyl :gnd
Japan, the by losers in W.W. 11, arc r:]:imu
an incredible winning streak in peacetime.

Naly won a shert war in Abyssinia,
bombs against arrows, machine-guns
dpaunst spears. She's in her usual moess,

France won'” wowars and is in choos.
Britain ““won'' two wars and‘ couldn’t
borrow o quarter for a pint of bitter.

America won” two wars and the dollar
5 abokt a5 headthy as a wet tissue.

Maybe we should have lost the Battle of
Hritinn, '

“You see things as they are: and
you ask ‘why?' But I dream things
thal never were; and I, ask ‘why
not?” " —George Bernard Shaw.

Back Issues of The Free Press

20 years ago

Takea from the lssue of the Free
Press of Thursday, February 15, 1954

What may have beer o hold-up or in.
timidation attempt by two umdentificd men

was foiled Monday night by Mrs. Anna
Coulson. owner of a general store in Eden
Mills, and her son-in-law Jack (hamber-
lain. After the two intruders were
frightened away empty-haded by the
screams of Mrs. Coulson and the quick
action of her sominlaw, police were
notified.

At a meeting of the local Retail Mer-
chants’ Assocration Monday night the
question of changed hours of business was
aired by 24 of the assocition’s 35 members.
president C. W, Bradiey,
“There’s o lot of divided opinion on the
subjecl.” Some prefer Saturday night
closing and others (avor Monday closing,
while the third group like the present hours.

Questions and answers regarding
drainage problems in Warren Grove were

iven further attention by members of

cton Council and & four-man delegation
for the subdivision Monday night when it
was re-cmphasized that * the projected
SCWage syslem there Is “strictly a sanitary
®ewer”' and that cellar drainage cannot be
ranteed for all homeowners who dig
sements. Forming the delegation were
R. Braida, W. Duval, D. Dills and L.
Masters,

Saturday Bill McCanish made his last run
on the railway. He is a native of Limehouse
who spent his boyhood and early years in
Acton and district. Mrs. James Wilds of
Acton is a sister and greeted him when the
train pulled in to Acton, with her son D. F.
Wilds. He has had 47 years in railroading

Joanne Julian and Norman Turner were
married |n Thistletown United Church.
Mrs. Ralph McKeown, Edith Turner, Ralph
McKeown, Ian Bahlzali and Dr. J. R. Julian
were In the wedding party.

Shella Paul placed second in the Kiwanis
festival in Toronto.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, February 21, 1824,

The suceess of the fancy dress carnival
aml moceasin dance at the skating rink on
situnday everung must have been gratify-
iy to the management as it was enjoyable
v the large concourse of character do-
linators, skaters and spectators. After the
Judping there was a jolly skating party.
Best costumed boy, Martin Beardmore,
Gordon Cooper: girl. Ivy Littley, Phyllis
Cook, comic, H. Hall, Georpe Mason:
vauple, Eva Johmson, Dr. Johnson; Miss
Hunter, Gea Bishop: lady, Laura Scott,
Jessie Anderson; pentleman, Ed Gamble,
Lea Lantey, costumed dancers, Olla Army-
strng, Fred Somerville; Stella MeLam,
Geo.  Bishep. race winners, Bert
Smethurst, Arthur MNenderson, Addie
Hurst, Luey Goldham. John McGregor, Alf
Hishop, Jean Kennedy, Viola Rumley;
obstacle rave, J. MeGregor, A, Cook.

Une day last week while descending the
Slorway at the high school Eugene Mae-
Phersen. son of Chief MacPherson, fell and
twisted his ankle. He is a prisoner in the
house,

Thewomenare as usual setting the pace
toc the men in the matter of getling ready

tor the expected referendum on the Tem-.

perance Act. A very interesting and well
ultended meetimg was held in Xnox Church
tor the purpose of re-organizing the
Women's Christian Temperance Union. A
lirge number enrolled and officers are
president Mrs. (Rev) W. H. Howard:
treasurer Alrs. H. P. Moore. Another
meeling was  held at  Moorecroft,
Appressive efforts will be made to have the
wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of
the community organized for the cam-
[Ehpn '

“Scars of Jealowsy ™ at the Wonderland
Ltamight urder the.auspices of the Women's
Instilute. Mclodrama of the South,
Romance, love, thrilling and educating.

/D years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, Februpry 16, 1839,

The cold snap of the past two weeks was
the coldest weather ever ex perenced in

" these parts. On Saturday the thermometer

tropped to 32 degirees below zero. Cellars
that the frost was never known to enter
before has frozen vegetables ete, during the
paist woeek.

The wiring for electric light is
procecding rapidly. The sole leather tan-
nery was completed Tuesday. The light was
turtid on at the Methedist church Thuyrs-
day evening and is now being ulilized evVery
evening tor the specal services, The con-
trust between this and the former 'coal i)
Lighting 18 great and an excellent test of the
improvement s the fact that a hyminbook
with the finest print may be read any place
n the church wiath ease.

Hev, Thomas Wilson of London
delivered an (Nustrated lecture on “'Can.
mbalism in the South Seas” in Rockwood
Presbyterian churceh Tuesday evening. The
lecture was interesting as well as instrue-
live, |

A couple of vouny fellows who went to
Georgetown one night last week lost their
horse at Silver Creek and came home withe
it him. He was found comfortably housed
by & humane farmer at Ballinafad.

The libraman's report showed 133
members. New books will be purchased to

. e virlue of $150.

The Hatton Rifles will have new cquip-
ment, a russet-colored valise to replace the
oid knapsacks and belts of the same color.
The 2uth Lorne Riftes is one of the rural
corps o which the new equipment will be
(BT .

Mrs. Crawford, wife of the pastor of the
Disciples’ church, has been very ifl. Much
sympathy is felt for them, strangers in g
strange land, having but recently arrived
trom Jhig,

Who gets stuck with the bill?

In May of 1973 a Free Press
edilorial warned residents of Acton
and Esquesing they could end up
helping to pay the bill for a new $1
million Georgetown recreation
complex if the proper safeguards
were not included in the bill im-
plementing regional government.

Recent events indicate the
forecast in the editorial is now
coming to pass. Only the $1 million
recreation complex has escalated
to $2 million and a $250,000 addition
to the library in Georgetown has
been added.

Councillor Les Duby of Ward
One tActon) this week voiced his
[ears about residents here having
lo pay for another quarter of a
millton doliar library facility when
they have only three more years to
pay on their own library.

He speaks fairly when he says
they must be paid for by the

benefitting municipality as un-
derstoud when promises from
Queens Park were being 1 adled
out regarding regional govern-
ment.

Un'fortunately his voice may be

one in the wilderness, There are
other members of council who feel
all  capital expenditures should
come oul of & common pot—and
they may be in the majority,

Although the town of Georgetown |

approved the two projects before
January 1, 1974, the final approvals
were left to the new council of
Halton Hills. Some councillors are
alarmed to think the $2 million
needed for the new arena- theatre
propused opposite the Georgetown
plaza, could cost as high as $5
million before the debenture
payments are completed,

Obviously the taxpayers of
Acton and Esquesing who had no
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such ambitious projects on the
drawing boards will suffer,
although it certainly is true some
parts of the former township would
benefit from the new facilities,

But where do you draw the line?
And who draws it?

That may be the argument
which breaks the camel’s back and

.adds more than a few miils to the

tax bill of Acton residents who will
never benefit from the new arena-
hall or the library because the
Acton facilities exist and are
paid,

[t is time we let our represen-

latives know we support them in
their determination to keep costs
where

benefitting wards of Halton Hills,

they helong—in the

- These  projeets  should be
financed as local improvements

without involving those who will
never benefit from them.

Is. Canadian hockey outdated?

- Two well-known hockey en-
thusiasts, Lloyd Percival, who

. publishes “Sports and Physical

Fitness” and Howie Meeker,
former NHL star, who now con-
ducts a hockey school on television,
have expressed fears that
Canada’s national game may soon
be & sport in which Canadians can
1o longer excel.

Their remarks were occasioned
by reactions of some professional
coaches and managers  to the
suggestion that North American
hockey trainers should pay more
attention to the Russian-style
game. A coach who recently took
over an NHL team explained his
philosophy by saying that what is
needed is not “fancy European
concepts” but a better job of
“playing the game our way.”

Meeker is of the opinion that
coaches and players in minor
hockey are well aware that new
methods and techniques are
required but the establishment is
not coming up with the answers.
“They're hungry for knowledge,
but the vehicle through which such
informalion is given to them just
1sn't good enough. Hockey Canada
and the CAHA are trying—but

there's no way that weekend clinics
once a year are going to get more
than 10 percent of the message
across. They'’re a waste of time."

The Canadian hockey
proponents- who would like to see
considerable change in the way our
teams play the game point out that
the Russians are developing
players who are actually standouts
and insisting on tremendous
physical condition, fast and agile
skating, presumably because these

abilities are more effective in-

winning games than are weight and
the ability to hit the opposition hard
and smash in a cannon-ball slap-
shot.

Percival’s publication also car-
ried in its latest edition an in-depth
cominentary on the role of parents
in the minor hockey field, which
pointed out that some parents do
more harm than good when they
follow the oft-repeated admonition
to ““take-not send"’ their boys to the
arend. The article mentions the
inlerference with good training
which is created by the irate
mother or- father who keeps in-
sisting that their son has to be
given maximum ice time regar-
diess of the strategy worked out by
the manager and its attendant need

for specific players at any given
time,

Mention is made, too of the
terrified kid who is actually afraid
of his father’s contempt should he
fiail to make a good showing on the
ice.

No doubt the great majority of
parents are intensely interested in
the oppertunity offered for their
youngsters and their love is suf-
fictently forgiving to let the boy
know that his best effort is all that
mother or father expect, but
anyone who has attended a minor
hockey game has seen those oc-
casional odd-ball parents who
become screaming banshees,
demanding blood from the op-
position,

The ou.e important purpose of
minor hockey is to teach

youngsters the merits of co-
operation with their fellows, the
value of discipline and obedience—
in other words, those aspects of a
fast and exhilarating game which
will build character and courage.
Winning at all costs is not—or
should not be—the number one
objective.

~—Wingham Advance-Times

Mini-Comment

Halton county board of
educalion has decided that Milton's
new public school will be named
after Robert Baldwin. Ail well and
good, but the Milton Champion no
doubt echoes the sentiments of
most of the townpeople when it
asks the board to reconsider. The
other schools, J. M. Denyes and W.
I. Dick, often named after revered
members of the Community and
the Champion would like to see this
continue,

“Perhaps in the over-all scheme
of things the board doesn’t regard
the use of local names as wise”,
says the weekly paper, “but IN
Miiton the practice was initiated
and we feel it is worthy of con-
tinuing."” |

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853.2010

Business and Editarial Office

Fopegrsdies om LTS W62 py® ook md o wrr o W otiniensday
ar ';i l|..|||'l|||:"ﬂ LY ﬁ|_'1|:1n_ Ortar . AN ees e ot TR
Bandl Dureay et Corculalow the COMA and
OMNHA  Agverioaeg ratey on reguest Sub
wef by payal e -a gfsanc e, 39 o0 0 Conada,
BFO0 m Al counttany QWP e TPan CaAACa 4 Pugle
Lomey B3 genin Seconi? Clath mhall Regoatral on
Mumsbes 3 Adeprtoang 3 dCCeltedt on [hE
et depm R4 om0 ime parnd of  fpDemyrdphec &l
rrEoF . That pofb-owm of She adeerbigopg Y0408 0%
Lun-eT e e frfomeops TR TogERER e B
TSl AL e AIDwdr m Por YR iurm ] ot be
¢ s Fowr bl I e Barance of The advortaapmenl
weell b pd Mt &Y Phe applable rate o The
Eerd] OF & To Dond? WER LA B rnr Achre P e cromad
o SETwiry A B ARIDNg praie. goodit OF A80 vl e
by POY Be wid Albwrstaeg s miorely An oiter
*ahedd, el by D IR AT S ARy Lifbue

Sy Prinhing and Publufing Co Lid
Gaw-d & Doy, Pobdinher
Do B yiler

Adwvertong AManager

Copyright 1974

Haritey ey
E ot

from the financial finagling of
pany, I question the claim that no other
company could build the fort. Had the job
been subject to tender, other teams may
have been assembled, for instance our
Mennonite craftsmen may have shown
inlerest,

honest Jo
strings altached.

Acton is in the same situation,
with our two public school bearing
names of revered citizens. Let's
hope we could name our next
school ourselves. It doesn't take
much thinking to produce
suggestions already.

+ + o+

Wanting to make phone calis to
Georgetown, we arranged to get
another telephone book, which

arrived this week, The book that
includes numbers for the other part

of our new town is called “Halton
and Peel Regions” and includes,
sdys the Ltype on the cover,
Brampton, Caledon, Halton Hills,
Milton, Mississauga and Qakville.

Halton Hills—good. So we look

Oou

up a Georgetown number. Inside
the book there's no listing for
Halton Hills. Not even a clue in
between Grand Valley and
Hillsburgh. The numbers are all

listed in the old way, under
Georgetown,

Okay. We move on to Milton, our
next phone call. No Milton. But at
least there's a clue. Just before
Mississauga, the book tells us,
Milton—see Campbellville-Milton.
Sure enough, there are our Milton
friends under the Csg'

Just as well we aren’t in that
Haiton book. Even estracized in the
Waterloo book, at least Acton
comes under the A’s—and first in
the book! ;

Dear Sir,
This is an open lelter to Halton MPP

Terry (VConnor regarding the National
Heritage “'ripoff”. Come off it, Terry!
Heritage ts another ri

. pelitical plum tree.
picked by Fidinam and Moog. not to speak
E{ \;:indm!ls that fell into the laps of Bales,
(1L
“Blue Machine'" has turned out to be a big
"Green Machine'” workin
te further the finances of
the party bag-men. For lesser fry it
grinds out jobs as Regional Chairmen,
seats an the Niagara E.sca{ﬁummt Commis-
sion, in general, jobs for

fruit picked off
vious piums were

cough. Yaremko, McNichol. The big

a1 full capacity
€ party elite and

e boys.
Getling back ta National Heritage, aport
€ com-

AsS ta:l]:n ers we have the right to an

or an honest dollar with no

William A. Johnson
H.R. 2, Rockwood.

tepresentative
back your electorate who have indicated to
us, by means of their Rate Payers Rroup, a
very strong opposition to commercial
gravel pits,

Erin & Erin Twp.,
Concerned Citizens Assoc.,

{There follows a copy of letters sent to Mr.
W. G. Davis. Premier of Onlario (M.P.P.
Peel-North), and John Hoot. M. P P

( Wellington-Dufferin, and interested par-
ties.

Dear Sir: :
As you are aware, lhere is a major con-
frontation belween commercial ave]

companies and the citizens of Erin Village,
Enn and Caledon Townships.

AS our Association feels you are abreast

of this situation because these potential pits
will have a great effect on your constituents
in Caledon and. Belfountain and points
south, we
your position on this controversy.

request thot you inform us as to

We realize you asre not our® elected
would hope you would

Yours truly,
W.D. Wright,
. Chalrman.




