SUNDAY OUTING for the Lewis family of
‘Ballinafad is an afternoon of pleasure skating at
Acton arena. Suzanne, 8; Georgia; Scott, 11; and
Jack Lewis catch an hour or two of public skating

more.

MAKE WINTER
AWINNER!

YOU REALLY CAN — WATCH CHANNEL
DATE: FEB.23 TIME: 12 NOON

Every do.l-yourselfer and decorator will enjoy Buildatl’s uni-
que, Informative TV serles called ' You Really Can*. 1¥'s a com.
mon-sense approach to the problems, pleasures and satistaction
of doing-it-yourself, A great “'how-1o" show. . .tune In and watch.
. «enfertaining, educatlonal Interesting!

WITH OUR COUPON
SPECIALS

Cut out the coupons below for very SPECIAL SAVINGS. Lots of stock
on hand. Come early for best selection.

PRICES GOOD UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 1974
SI-BON GARPET

s Level Loop

* Rubber Back

* |Institutional Grade

* Suitable for Kitchens or Playroom
e« 5 Colours

30% o+

ASSOCIATE S¥O0RE

J.B. MACKENZIE & SON LTD.

12 Church St. - Acton - 853-1660
8 James St. - Georgetown - 877-2207

REE. '6.44 Sq. Yd.
Save *1.95 sq. va.

PREFINISHED PANELING?

¢ Custom Jade
+ Natural Laun Plywood with

Painted Grooves
| REE; 4,18 axs shoe
e ) .
I 5 /ouFF Save 63 per shee!

CUSHIONED VINYL
2 wer, T HOORING

e White Backing for Below Grade Appiica-
tion « No-Wax Vinyl Finish «5 Colours

22 % Reg. '3.69 o va.

OFF Save 81*

METAL SHELVING
STANDARDS
& BRACKETS

* Standards—24'‘, 36", 48"
*Brackets—&", 8", 10" & 12¢

20% orr

Open Mon. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat. till 5 p.m.
Thurs, & Fri. till 9 p.m. Georgstown stora only

J.B. MACKENZIE & SON LTD.
12 Church St. - Acton - 853-1660

8 james St. - Georgetown - 877-2207

MACKENZIE £ 2

J.B. MACKENZIE & SON LTD.

12 Church St. . Acton - 853-1660
8 james St. - Georgetown - 877-2207

sq. Yd.

J.B. MACKENZIE & SON LTD.
12 Church St. - Acton - 853-1660
8 James St - Georgetown - 877-2207

« 8 Colours

L

Downtown: Gﬂﬂrgﬂtuwn 877-2207
8 James Str.

Acton 8563-1660

FREE DELIVERY 12 Church Str

CHARGEX

wherever it happens to be available. Erin and
Georgetown have only two hours a week—Acton
has four. A number of skaters think it should be
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SECOND SECTICON

All noh—hockey enthusiasts
please stand up to be counted!

by Celln Saxon

Highly orgunized sports nre
here to stay.  Community
arenns are booked solid feam
November (o April with
hockey schnals, games and
practices for men and boys.
Girls, and even boys, sign up
for a season of figure skaling
lessonas,

Unfortunntely there arc
some prople who don't {it into
this organlzed system and
bike to skate Just for the fun of
it. *

Or the 2,773 children
registered in Acton and
distriet schools, 632 helong to
n structured program al
Avion arend, Tho! Jeaves
2,141 non-participating
yvoungsters o skate in the
four hours a woeek allotted to
plensure sknling, Not to
mention mans and dads and
preschoalers, which abl ndds
up lo inadeguate publle
skating Tocilitles, -

Con'l cover cost

“There's no way puldic
skating, could cover the costs
of the arenn,” said Harold
Townsley, arena monager.
It takes a lol of puariers to
make sp $77,000. That's how
match ice rentals amount to in
gne season. Onty 3 percent of
that comes from public
skating.

One hundred hours of ice
time is avallable ot Acton
arepn every  week., The
skaling club uses up 124 of
those hours. Mothers ol
tots, the police and
preschoolers’ hockey school
each toke up one hour
throughaut the week, and the
schools fill in all the vocant
jee time during school hours.
The rink s available for
rental from midnight til 3
a.m. on Fridays. The
remaining 50 hours is dovaoted
o hackey.

The revenue colleeted fraom
tee rentols cavers 75 percent
of the arena expenses and
only 25 ent is paid for out

- of taxes, Pleasure skoaters are

only covering 3 ?r.-rucnt of the
expenses, but then they are
onty getting 4 percent of the
bonehis.
Outdooer rinks

“What we really need are
outdoor rinks where the little
kids can go to skate and not
be afraid of the big kids,"
said Diane Spiclvogel, former
chairman of the Parks and
Recreation bonrd which was
disbanded Dec, 31 when
regional government took
over. She mentioned a

proposal for the installation
of underground sprinkler
aystems to flood skating
areas on the school grounds
but the plan seems to have
dicd with
haardl. -

“Battling the elements and
flghting city hall,”" Mrs.
Spietvogel nidl her committee
have {riedd In vain for several
years to come up with on
answer. Last winler a rink
ws buill in the park but with
the fluctuating temperatures
it was only usable for about
two weeks. )

"““This year there has been
so much snow 1hat the works
depariment are too busy with
ropd sanding and snow
removal to worry about
anything as small as outdoor
rinks for the kids,"” she
comijtained.

Lhe recrﬂnllgg'-

H. li. problems

Meanwhile Doug Callison of
Halton Hills Recreation
depariment is having his own
little problems over in
Goorgetown. Until Jan. t he
was respansihle only for the
Georgelown  Hecreation,
Suddenly he finds himsell in
charge of the whaele Halton
Hills aperation, including all
of Esquesing and Acton as
well ns Georpetown.  All
tlecisions now ure subject to
reginnal government red

Hipe.

Collison hapes Lo reinstate
the Acton board as the Ward 1
recrenfion commiltee, ond
plans to meet with them soen
to discuss the possibilities of
warking Iﬂfwther.

"I don't disngree that there
should be more pleasure

skating. I think it's a very
valid iden to build outdoor
rinks and get out there and
¢lear the lake,”’ Callison
stated, “'IF you have the staff
anit # goodd winter, great!"

Far Lhe
carnival this month a skating
track was cleared all the way
around the [ake ndding a fitlle
old-Inshiened atmosphere to
the festivities. With a little
imagination and co-operation
from the upper echelon Acton
could do the same thing.

. Flood own yard
“In Georgetown two rinks
were hullt on the same site,

‘one for hockey, the other for

pleasure,” Mr. Collison ox-
plained. “There's a great
demand for hockey. The hi
hoys tnke over the boarde
ared, so the little boys toke

Milton winler .

their sticks onto the other
rink and the pleasure skater
is still at n loss. To have
everything the way they want
it people maoy have tnﬁn back
to the ald method of floading
their own back yards. That's
what T do.”

The hockey eraze is upon us
whether we like it or not.
Although more than hall of
the available ice time nt
Acton arena is monopolized
by hockey, each of the ap-
proximutely 600 players stall
oniy gets one hour o week of
skating time, providing very
little opportunity to improve

necessary skating akills, et
alone hockey techniques,

Which all goes to prove that

even the hockey players could
benefil from more pleasure.
skatling time.

A MINIMAL number of skaters are on the rink during the 1215 hours
ailotled weekly to the figure skating club. Hockey players get 50 hours.

Pleasure skaters arc not as
much in the minerity as some

hockey enthusiasts would like -

us to believe. A number of
Acton and district residents
have cﬁgre&sed the need for
more publie skating facilitics,
gither Iindoors or oul., The
tollowing opinions came from
the Acton Skating club and
from the Saturday evening
amed  Sunday  afternoon
“erowd.”
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Frances Rarens, grade 8,
Robert “Liltle: “Kids have
nothing to do arcund Aclon at
night, 50 a large percentage
would show up for an hour of

ublic skating. Most of us

ang around here anyway.
We might as well be skating.
They should cut down a little
on the hockey."

Mike Swelman, Grade 6,
Robert Little: 1 play hockey
for the Pee Wees. 1L looks like
we get all the ice time, but 1
only get one game a week.
That's only one hour of ice
lime, but it's still unfair to the
girls because they have
nathing to do but watch. They
should start giirls' hockey—
Ritls are cqual in this town,
you know. It's too dangerous
lo skate on the lake, there's
lwo many snowmobiles
teanng around.”

Carol Campbell, figure
skoting club: “The secnior
skaters get five hours a week,
and the intermediates three
and a half hours but they pay
for §t. Hockey slili takes
precedence, Now that the
lay-offs are taking place we

ve had to cut down our
skating club time to make

way for the hig games. Some
familics shovel o spot on the
loke for their pleasure and
then the big boys come along
and play hockey on it. Usually
after the first month of public
skating, participants drap off,
hqcﬂuse they are ool com-
mitted. But in an organized
progrim where you pay for
the scason, there's an in-
centive to keep coming.””

Barh Saville. Acton High:
"Pleasure skating should be
three or four times o week.
They drive a tractor in the
arena, so why cauldn't they
take it outside and clear the
luke? Or build a rink oul-
side?"

Terrl and Bob King, Telpro
Producis: "Hockey is a great
sport, but it isn't necessarily
ﬁnml for every kid. Our sons,

elly 5, and Bobby 2's, are
entolled in hockey school and
loveit. But we like to take our
kids oul and skating is a good
family outing. We'd like to
see more of 11,77 N

laurie Pickles, Grade 7,
Robert Little. “I'd’ love to
play hockey! We're equal lo
the boys and we should be
able to do the same Lhings as
they do. Why should the boys
have all the privileges?™

| ori Jones, Grade 8, Hobert
Little: "My mother won't
come  skating because she
says there are pot enough
adults and she feels odd bein
the only grown-up with al
those kids.™

lorella DePierl and Terry
Davldson, Acton High: “The
should have a&n outdoor rlni
and maybe once a week sny
Saturday night, open the
concession and sell hot dogs

Here’s what they say

+ ] ’.‘ L
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Jackle Newman, Grade 7,
Rohert Little: "Figure
skating is too expensive, and |
wouldn't enjoy it. You pay
fees, buy costumes, and then
every lime you earn a badge
you have to pay for it. Besides
it would get too cold being on
the ice ail that time."

b

Charlte Auger, meat
manager, .G . A.:""My
daughter, Christine is only
eight and just learning to
skate. 1 bring her mast Sun-
day afternoons. It's hard o
learn with =0 many others on
the ice when she's not too
steady on her leet. There used
to be a lot of skating on the
lake but in recent vyears
[)caplt- haven't bothered. I'd
ike 1o see more outdoor
rinks.’

and hot drinks. Even &
bonfire would be nice, then
the teenagers wouldn't have
lo hong around town drinking
and being rowdy."




