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The story behind PDT y
Stecl's raising of Cavalier
King Charles spanlcls reads
like & doggy's {airy tale which
began when a pretli; young
English maiden became
cnamored of a neglected

uppy waif kept by a poor
Rlew Forest family who left
him outdoors te constantl
battle the inclement Englis
clements alone, friendless,
and damp.

Brutus was Lthe dog’s name
and, at the time of procural
the ambilious Poppy was
invelved in o sell-bult l‘ﬁﬂ
hatchery business which she
had started up o5 & chollenge
lo prove she could do it.

It was while gut on her dalily
delivery of fresh warm 5
to the local cuslomers that
Poppy decided she'd like to
have Brutus for herself. She
managed aa deal with the

‘dog’s owner who agreed to
Eh'e him to the young English

usiness woman in cxchange
for her two small daughters’
haby clothes.

King Charles' [avorile

PuF['::f had been raised in a
girls’ boarding school where
“"not even a (orteise was
allowed.” She made the
exchange ond it was not until
later that she lcarned that her
dog was n highly exclusive
English hreed called the
Cavaliecr  King Charles
gspaniels as the direct
descenduants of Lthe toy
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BILL JOHNSON is a man of many
demonstrates the initial stage in his w

spaniels of the 16, 17, and i8th
cenluries.

Repertedly they can be
found in many paintings of
the Old Masters and were
favorites of royally and noble
families of Europe for
generations, brought 1o
England to the court of King
Charles I from where they
get thelr name. It was
recorded that the monarch
was frequently accompanied
by these little dogs. .

Poppy gave away her first
pet. On & necessary move (o
Cornwall she gave Brutus te
an elderly Iady who needed 2

et for companionship.

cturning to New Forest
some months lnter she
wanled an ldentical dog and
went to visit the farm of Sir
Dudley and lady Forwood
who raised the particular
had on hand, 70
King Charles

species and
avalier
spaniecls.

Reglnningof end

(n her return to her old
location, Poppy again was
anxipus for diversion and
challenge. She tells of
training as a gerialrics nurse
nt an old army hospitai when
her children were at school
and working with Lady
Forwood to get “dog ex-
perience.” It was while
wurl’r.lng Llhere that she bred
her bitch Cymbeline of
Eveworth to champlon
Minshang Danby who [ater
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produced a litter of Lwo
puppies, with the male
showing the red and white
Blenheim Cavalier straln like
his mother and the female
resembling the lri-colors of
his [ather.

That was Lhe beginning.
From England to
Mississauga the Steel (amily
have the henor of bringing the
first Canadian born pups of
their breed Into the country
with their mother having
been previously champion
bred while In England and
her puppies born on their 100
acre-farm in Mississauga, six
and onc-half years ago.

Since that time there has
been o steady progess report
ol conslant breeding of Lhe
delightful little creatures all

re-line bred as opposed lo
nter-hred.

Playful, carefree, and
casily tralned, the line of dn?s
is constantly. gaining in
popularity both as houschold
pets and as quall huntin
sportsman dogs. "Gay an
fearless” is how they were
described in the early days in
English classics and Poppy
says that they just love
children.

Welltrained

A visit'to the Steel home on
the lTi'lh sldeh k -
Esquesing near the g
school of MNo. 7 h?‘g! way
reveals a lovely immaculate
home, well cared for without
the look of rambunctious
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talents and interests. Here he
ood sculpture. Described as

“Original British Immigrant Eskimo Art” by a friend, Bill proudly
displays his work on the stone fireplace he built.
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NOTICE

_ TO RESIDENTS
TOWN OF HALTON

HILLS

The Council for the Town of Haiton Hills has prevlously ad-
vertised for the names of persons resident within the new
municipality of the Town of Halton Hills who are interested In
serving on ihe Halton Hills Committee of Adjustment.

Residents within the Municipality are agaln requested to advise

road of

activity or puppies. Closer
inspection shows a large gaily
colored basket of doggy
biscults and a mere "?E{;‘i
y'" draws out eig

g:'l?gphtlul and well behaved
creatures who have been

iven the special privilege of

Ing lreated like people and
blossom because of it,

“Sit down and behave' and
Poppy's charges relax on the
rug and behave. Part of
Poppy's training is for the
dogs to come Into the house
from outside via a closet in
which an infra-red light offers
warmth and security, The

uppies, on entering the
Euuse. come inonc by one and
take their place in the closet.
Responding to the warmth of
the room they wiggle of{ thelr
outstde snow or wel and are
not allowed into their im-
maculate homestead until
completely dried off.

“1 treat my animals like
people,” sald Poppy, ‘'and
they know they are loved and
will be cared for.” Called by
name, each onc appears from
naowhere, anxious o get hisor
her shere of attention and
responding with a doggy
disploy of affection,

Perfect print

At the moment there are
eight of the beautiful spanicls
in the Steel household Pan-
dora, Rufus, Gypsy girl,
Selina, Toby, quarius,
Penny, and a new ruby-
colored import from England
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He's known as “‘Wicked
Willie' but that's another
story! Bill Johnson of
Massagaweyz has 50 many
stories to tell, and all of them
interesting, that it's difficult
to know where to begin.

His list of interests and
accomplishments include,
ecology. sculpture, letfer-
writing, W.W.2 commando
and paratrooper, dee? sOQ
fisherman, home builder,
brick-layer, lover of ar-
chitecture, culture and
history.

P ps best known in the
Eﬂrﬁs for his letter writing,

rdly a week nasses without
an opinion stated clearly,
firmly and much of the time
with a sense of humor by W.
A. Johnson, R.R. 2, Rock-
wood. In fact his signature on
a letter is a8 widely
recognized as an author’s by-
line.

He remembers the [irat
letter he ever wrole, It wos
when he was a deep sea
fisherman in Hull, England.
An occupation of his an-
cestors and relatives, Bill
considers it to be one of lhe
most hazordous jobs anyene
could have. He fish in
Greenland, Iceland,
Newloundland, Bear [sland
with only one 48 hour shore
leave ench month. At sea the
hours were I8 on and six
hours off duty.

Research

Complaints were issued by
citizens about the frivolity of
the fishermen while on shore
leave and a charge made that
they made too much money.
This infuriated Bill who made
it his business to Keep &n
accurate record of thours
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called Boy whaose
E%Tesamnal name is Cornlsh

end.

oppy says she has been
for two renrs for a
ﬂﬁﬁt‘ particular breeding
of whose ruby colouring
she has hod dilficully in
gelting into her particular
strain of spaniels.

In the basement of the Steel
hame {is another surprise.
Deposited in a tosy baskel
ore four wiggly, creatures
evenly marked in  mostly
whitle and reddish tan with,
atop cach little head, a
perrncl thumbprint, the mark
of the purcbred Cavalier King
Charles spaniel.

The Steels have lived in the
Acton district {or the past two
years. They moved here
orlginally because it was the
only area within casy
distance to Toronto where a
kennel llcense was obtainable
and, in moving were able to
procure the last ene in the
county,

Fart of their two acres is

waitin

fenced off as a run for their -

dogs. They also house Lwo
Wlﬁnh gray ponies belonging
to daughters Teresa, 17 and
Anita, 14, both students at the
Acton high school.

Appears on T.V.
Poppy's husband, Douglas
Steel, is employed by B.P. 0il
in Hamllton in the heme
comfort division. Althou
the entire family enjoys the

enterprise of animal raising, -
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weorked and money reccived.
His first letter was the result
of carcful research and
justified constemation.
Since that time he wriles
from well-keﬂ. flles of in-
farmation. HIls work as
chalrman of the land use and
ublicity committees for
UARD, Group Unlled
Against Rural Dumping.
an in 1973, But his interest
in tand use dates back to 1965.
While taking his sister-in-
Jaw, who was visiting from
England, on & sight-seeing
drive, he took the wrong tum
and ended l:ip at the
Georgetown dump. His
vigitor was so shocked and
disgusted she promptly lost
her lunch. Upen recovery she
told Bill how in England they
are burning all the garbage
on the truck. He investigated,
wrole his new-found ideas to
the Toronte Star, and got
many interesting inquiries.
He's been known, among
olher things, as “'the garbage
man." In 1967 he read in the
Torento papers that Metro
garbage is a &0 million dollar
& year business. All they
needed was somewhere 10 Put
it. As Bill described 1t, "It
wasn't too long before the
whiz-kids put garbage and
quarties together, Living in
an area where quarries are
abundant 1 became very
interested."”
GUARD
Once agoin he began (o
ather data. In Jonuary 1973
Eetalkcd {o the soil experts at
Guelph Agricultural College
who printed a bleak picture
of s0il and water congitions
resulting {rom Scepage [rom
garbage dumps. It was back

-
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B “Wicked Willie” a man

Local spaniels first for Canada

Poppy I8 nlmost wholly
responsible  for  developing
them ns & specinl Canadian
breed.

She explains thot it would
be almost Impossible for
anyone to make a living
raising only one breed of dog
with so many others [or
people to choose from. To
support her hobby which,
from her point of view it is,
Poppy sometimes waorks
either as an assistant with the
Children's Aid Sociely or Ina
friend’s shop in Mississauga.

Besldes showing her dogs
at sportsman shows during
the year and coveting the
circuit of dog shows nround
the province, Poppy has also
been interviewed with them
on several TV shows. She has
appeared from time to tlme
on the Uncle Bobby show
teaching children how to train
ond generally care for
animals ns well as how to
make puppy toys out of old
stockings.

The sign at the {ront of the
Steel home reads, Newloresl
Kennels. Several of the

pples have been purchased
or re-breeding but mostly
they are chosen as pets for
families. “Others have been
taken as advertising dogs,”
says the pert animal brecder
who tentlons the '5:11;:
Trufiles who was sent to Chio
and is somelimes seen posing
for various paint companles.
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lo the writing pad and as he
uts Jt, “Lo and behold [ find
tht Metro-Toronto is in a
deal wilth Anglo-Hecyeling
Co. and Indusmin Quarries to
put 400,000 tons of garbage o
car in Esquesing quarries.”

Is was the beginning of
GUARD as an otrganized
force.

Todny 43 groups across
Ontario, a total of 50.000
people, have joined together
to study *he garbage situation
and bring pressure to bear,
Bill's theory is that garbage
has terrific value as {uel and
e explains, “Instead of Hydro
spreading their lines across
arable land, each large arca
would have an cncrgy-
producing plant.” lis
disenchantment with many
Em-ernmenl officials prompts

is humorous quotation about
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ED Cavalier King Charles spaniel puppies were
produced through the Newforest kennels, Poppy Steel is the pro
the establishment which flourishes under her able and lovin

rietor of
ands as

each frolicsome creature is treated ‘‘like people” and thrives ac-

cordingly.
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Environment Minister James
Auld, "Auld's acquaintance
should be forget!™

Sculpture
In the post year Bill has
become interested in whit-
tling.

His wood sculpture,
resembling primitive orl, is
described by his close friend
ant neighbor Doug Stone as
“Qriginal British Immigrant
Eskime Art.” Bill's ex-
lanatton for his style is, “In
‘nnadn we have our own
indian culture ond yet we
import cultures and ar-
chitecture from  other
countries. We're the in-
lerlopers here and we tend to
forget it. What more beautiful
names are there than
Nassagnweyn, Esquesing and
Chinguacousy.”

Nassagaweya

out with

Nassagaweya Township

had a beom year In consiruc-
tion during its last yecar in
existence. According to build-
ing inspector Terry Gal-
lamore the value of permils
jssued during the yecar
amounts to $4,709,300. That is
an increase of $2,832,800 over
the 1972 figure for bullding
value in the township.

. Permits [ssued during the
year were for 80 single family
dwellings, 27 single famlly
ndditlons or alterations, 14
garages ond 22 permils for
agricullural structures.
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 ACTON Y's MEN'S CLUB
5th ANNUAL

 SNOWMOBILE

RACGES

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd

Events for Men, Ladies, and Juniors

a boom

Total even 100
Permits for five com-
mercial structures, one in-
stitutional building, two in-
austninl buildings and one
demolition were  issued,
There were 104 permils s

suedd during the year.

During December permils
for work volued ot $789.500
were issuel. That included 15
new houses al a value of

$650,000,

YES WE CAN
12,000 to 50,000
2nd & 3rd Mtges.

We are now making lcans
on all types of propertles in
your arca. Calt direcl
collect — Prompt [nvesl.
ment Corp., 330 Bay Sireet,
Toronto, J46.9584, evgs. 231
Hidd. Low codl. any pur
pose, Ontario wide service.

AR

For an “interloper’ Bill
has ceriainly made his mark
an Lhis country. At the end of
the war he married Mary In
England anc began rntﬂ!mﬁ a
family. He had returned to his
life as a deep sea [isherman,
carning his bhosun’'s cer-
tificote for Arctic waters.

When his son Malcolm was
live years old he was asked
by his dnd to fetch his silp-

pers, Bill was again In the

routine of being away from
home months at a lime.
Malcolm's reply was, “‘I don’t
have to”. When he felt Bill's
ire he turned la his mother
and sald, “That muan who
comes home and brings me
the pennies said he'li paddle
my bottom.”
Emligrated

It was at this point Bill
knew he didn’t want his son
raised in the same at-
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maaphere he had been.
Krhowing he'd Just go back to
sen il he remained in
F.ngland, he moved to Canada
with his famlily In 1952,

FFor Lhe past 14 years Bill
has been an engineer with
Domtar Fine Papers in
Georgetown, All his adult life
he has heen o crusader for
human rights.

Heisn't the only member of
his family to write letters. His
brother in England hadn't
heard personnlly from him
for years but found oul about
his Ietters-io-the-editors. He
wrote a letter to the Acton
Free Press referring to his
brother as "Wicked Willie"
and ‘publicly rode him for
not hm:inlf enough time to
wrile to his own brother! It
seems Bill comes by his
sense of humor honestly.

Local entries
Talent Festival

Talent Festival, one of the
several nnnuat provincial
Junior Farmer activities, will
be the first event in 1974 (o
mack the 30th anniversary of
the Junior Farmers'
Associotion of (ntario.

With an all ime high of 175
entries, the Festival promises
to provide a full day's en-
tertsinment for the 1500 plus
expected to altend the

rogram February 2 al the
toyal York Hotel in Toronto.
Hilton vounty Junier Far-
mers will be represented in
puiblic speaking and general
talen! competitions.

Cindy Cordingley of Hornby
will participate In the
Provincial Public Speaking
Compelition.

In addition this year, there
will be an  art  and
photography display con-
tributed by Junior Farmers
from across (nlario. Several
members from Halton will be
entering exhibits.

28 MILL ST. E.

Highlighting the Festival
will be the “'Show of Stars”™ in
the Canadian Hoom of the
hotel. Included in this

rogram will be selections
rom the winners in the vocal
solo, ladies’ trio, folk singing
and choir competitions. As
well Lthe top presentations In
the public speaking com-
petitlen will be heard. During
the “'Show of Stars™, p mass
choir performance will take
lace under the direclion of
Joyd Bradshaw, Following
Lthis a dance will be held in the
Canadian Hoom.

During the Festival win-
ners of several of this year's
Junior Farmer Ltravel

rograms will be announced
including the Australin and
wNew Zealand Exchange and
the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture and “ood
Travelling Scholarships Lo
the United Kingdom. Rick
Britton of Acton has been
nominaled by Halton County
for the UK. visit,
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the undersigned by 5.00 p.m. on Monday, February 4th, 1974 If Regisfraﬁﬂn 12 Noon S o o
they are inferested in serving upon this Committee and provide a ' o . SO S et ol it Jo et

i . . . PR LN TY TSIy LAY "MLUAB[E (OUPGH
brief resume of their experience which may lend itself to RGCE Time 1:00 p.m. : ' *"*-“_““———‘"'——"““"—“—ﬁl:‘“
discharging the duties as a member of the Committee of Ad- : : -
i3 - CASH PRIZES TROPHIES -t g 0°

*5.00 entry fee

on the purchase of a Medium or Large Pirzs
from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m, daily
|Excapt Tussday}

NOTE: ONLY ONE COUPON PER PIZZA ORDER
853-2450 -
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OFFER GOOD UNTIL FEB. 4th at ACTON LOCATION ONLY
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Any resident who has previously submitted a letter indicating {
their interest in serving on this Committee, please be informed
that such applications are on file and are being considered.

¥ - PRE RACE DANCE AT THE BAND HALL
ACTON

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2nd

LIMITED TICKETS
* Call : 8530926 ¢
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G. D. Pritchard
Clerk Administrator
Town of Halton Hills
35 Main Street'South
Georgetown, Ontario
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