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163 Jeffrc;f Ave.,,
Acton, Ontarjo,
Jan. 8, 1974,

To: kditer
Acton Free Press,
Acton, Ontario.

Dear Sie:

Pleage find enclosed a copy of the
remarks 1 made to the Council of Halton
Hills Monday Jan. 7 while council were
discussing and resolving the Issue that has
develo mnccrnim} our Kire Chiel.

Mr. E(Qnynr and fellow Councillors:

Many opinlons have been expressed
concerning the matter under dlscussion,
We have had excellent fire protection in the
past and I'm convinced every councitior
wishes it to continue. Tao much emphosia
has been placed on certificates. In the (ield
of education 1 have secn highly r‘unlifim
people fall miserably in  positlons of
n;-?ansihilily that required them Lo co-
ordinale nwl supervise people. This
leadership quallty greatly increases when

Supports chief, brigade

you work with volunlecrs.

[ wholcheartedly suppert a volunteer (lre
brigade for our town. In the past we have
had an excellent volunteer fire brigade In
Ward | under Mr, Holmes's leadership and
supervision, Afler his appeintment as Flre
Chief by a majority of councll 1 have
deplored the actions of one councillor to
force his resignation, ! respect n coun-
ciller’'s right to initlate change as outlined
in our procedural By-Law however 1 doubt
his ability to do so after observing his
immaturity and lack of self-control. 1
belleve Mr. Holmes deserves a publlc
apology.

This appointment was never In my
esthimation a political one but rather an
appointment of an expertenced Five Chlel
qualified to co-ordinalc a volunteer
brigade. However to help resolve the
situntion 1 am willing te support the
amendment to nome two Disirict Flre

Chiefs.

r.W. (Pal) McKenzle,
Reginnnl Councillor Ward 3

Clean up for centennial year

H.R. 2 Acton.

Dear Sir:

[ have rendd vour paper ever shnce
coming to Acton 1'% years ago, Everyone
seems to last for a good Centennial
project. Well, sir, 1 have an excellen! ane,
which wen't cost the towns people of Acton
nnything Just the people involved, who are
making all the profit and putting out
nothing in return!!

Gel the slum landlords of Acton, to clear
u“and repair the broken down hovels lor
which they are gm:ging steep renls, in one
instance three rents for one, not fit for
human habitatlon. They are n disgrace to
the town and [ personally feel ashamed
when | have visilors here, who ask “Don't
ekl me they allow people to live in those
places.” Qutside and inside Lhey are a
disgrace (o any communily in this day and
age. What are the Halton County Health
rcﬂ[rln doing nllowing people to rent dumps
ike this, No proper p]umhinE. staircases
falling awny Frnm wnlls, broken windows

Acton firefighters

. Acton Fire Fighters Association
Acton, Ontario
January 7, 1974

To the Mayor and Cauncil
of Halton Hills
Gentlemen,

Ouring the recenl controversy con-
cerning the Halton Hills Fire Chicf there
have been certain statements made by
some members of council to the press,
which we as firclighters f{ind most
disturbing. We {eel that our views on these
matters must be brought to your atlention,
and we trust given due consideration,

First on the Subject of Chief Holmes:

We are quite disturbed with the way our
Chief has been maligned. He applied for the
job in good faith, il is a pity this faith was
violated.

The Acton Fire Department has lon
enjoyed o repilalion as an efficient, wel
tenined nnd effective group of men, always
wiling to perform whatever actlon s
required in Hrefighting ns well as all other
functions of the department. Mr. Holmes
has headed this Fire Department {or the
last 13t ycars, we {ecl our record 4lone
must sny something obout the
qualifications of the man as a very capable
and competent leader, We feel it is un-
necessary Lo carry on with this subject as
anyone who cares to take the time can find
the statistical proof of our record in public
files.

Secondly: The Acton Firefighlers have
always enjoved the faith, trust ond co-
operation of the citizens of Acton and

o

Council coverage
- role for cable T.V.

Dear Sir:

With the advent of cable TV and the

no paint Inside or out since dnle of con-
struction (elren 1800) from the look of them.

I have mentioned these places many
limes to oldef residents, who immudiutell\:
clam up and llke the proverblal oatric
stick their heads in the ground and just
hope it will go away, Ask the people who
have come here in recent vears, who these

ple are, and they will soon tell you, they

ave nothing lo be afraid of and aren't
related to anyone here whom they might
get into Lrouble.

Ex-Mayor Duby sald he hopes the town
will clean up for 1974, which is mentionin
but not detailing what [ have writien here.
am sure, now we have Regional Govern-
ment, that something will done aboul
these places. Come on, Aclon, get after
them and make them obey the law of
common decency, and take their rents from
well malntained and clean premises which
will be o eredil to this town, and not the
disgrace it is today, at the start of ow
Centennial Year.

‘Concerned Resident’,

speak out

District. 1t would be impossible to anpurly

serve the communily without this con-
fidence. It now appenrs, from reported
statements in the local press, that there are
members of council who have absolutely no
faith In Volunteer Firelighters; indeed one
member wassquoted as saying the *“'lives
and property of the community would be
endangered with o volunteer as Chiefl of
I1alton Hills.™

You can understand it would be im-
passible for us as a Fire Department
consisting complelely of wvolunteers to
continue wilhout the confidence of all
members of council. Certainly if the *'Town
Fathers" do not hove conflidence In us how
can we expect the citlzens to rest easy.

[f these facts are correct, regretlably we
must ask ianu ta appoint a member or
members of council to meel with us, so that
we may immediately commence lo phase
olit Lhe volunicer service af the Acton Fire
Department. We trust that we will be
rr:pﬁc:?d with more quallfied professional
men. If, however, these facls have
somehow been misconsirued and all
members of council do have confldence in
the volunteer service, we would request
thant the public be made aware of these
feelings. We request that a vote of con-
fidence by alt members of council be given
as much publicity as the adverse comments
have been given.

We trust that this matter will be dealt
wilh at your earliest possible convenience,
that the situation may be resolved.

Sigred by alk 29 members of
Aclon Firefighiers Association

Change in ministry

for family at Inuvik

Now an temporary leave of
nbaence from 1he purish
minlstry, the Rev. Douglas
Dittrich. und his wife Jean
aend oul  thelr nnnusl
(hrlstnias letier from Inuvik,
Iils molher, Mrs. Lnutrn
Dlitrich, here shares her copy
with Intereated friends In
Acton und distelct. Mr. and
Mrs., Ditirleh have four
chlldeen, Buth, 10; ¢Christlnn,
K: Kellh, 0 and Jane, 3.

Hox 1594,
Inuvik, NW.T.
XOE X1 I

Chrbsimuns 187

We, us well as many of you
who receive our annunl
newletier, fInd that time
seems Lo fly by, Qur yeoars in
thee Nerth have been fllled
with netivity, but it is hard (o
belieye that thie Is our 12th
Christmas lelter to our family
nnd friends.

For Doug the yoear began
with o short visit lo Snchs
Harbour In mid-Junuary. 4%
degrees below and o brisk
wind mnke one realize that oll
the modern innovations In the
North have not ¢hanged the
Arctle climate one little bit!

We were yaddened in
February ns Bishop Donnald
Mursh of the Dlocese of The
Arclic died followlng n car
accident in Fngland. Bisho
Marsh ordained Doug both
Deacon and Pricst and we
served  under him for five
years at Frobisher Bay. Doug
conducted o memor|al ser-
vice on Lebruary 11, The
Hishop had tived at Aklovik
for a time and many peeple
here remember him, e
tedieated himself to the work

of the Chureh in the North for

45 years. Hia example and
Work are n teatimony to his
love and concern for the
Fskimo people.

: TV arrives

On the day the Hishop died
we were Introduced to ive
televigion vin the ANIK
satellite; not only in conlrast
with communications when
Bishop Auoarsh came io the
Arctic In 1826, but also an
unthought of development
when Dot first  travelled
with him in the North in 1959,
All day television Is some-
what of a mixed blessing.
Some programs can be con-
fusing or misleading for
people with limited English
and who have little or no
experience of life autside the
MNorth. There are no northern-
oriented or  produced
programs as yet.

There was some lively
community discussion early
in the year on the abortion
issue, with the local elergy all
coming down on the side of
the “‘right to life'” groups. We
have had some very good
entertainers in Inuvik this
year, including Anne Murray
with John Allan Cameron, the
Irish Rovers, the Vancauver
Rndio Orchestra, and the
R.C.M.P. Band.

On April 30 Doug Feft for the
Anglican Gum:rar Synod. On
his way to Hegina he was able
to see o bit of Suskatchewan
for Lhe f[irst time. The
meetings of Synod occupied
cight davs, He fount] the
whole experience of General
Synod both valuable and
cnjoynble, This was his first
time as o member of the

national decision-making

body of the Church, After the

rl'.]'l.'l'!

report of the Teak Force on
the North was presented,
Taug hnd the oppostunity to
apeak lo Synod and offer
some of his vlews on norihern
work. We are aptimistic that
MmAar of the recom-
mendatlons of the Tusk Foree
approved by Synod will soon
bhe implemented and  that
Increased HLII:]HH"[ for the
Church’s work In the North
will be forthcoming. The
newly-formed  Primate's
Councll on the North  hns
already  hod o couple of
mectings. -
Visitors

In Junuurf wir woleomed
Jorolly Robinson, a longthme
churchworker in this aren, on
n visll to the parlsh. She hoas
ypent time o Israel  and
Ugnnda since feaving Inuvik
in 14 after more than 20
yvenars In the Arctle. Every
year we hove had so mony
visitors that it is really Im-
practicnl ta try to nume {hem
all. This year we hnd In-
teresting  chats  with  Lois
Robin of Chwireh [louse,
Toronlo. Flo Whynrd of
Whilvharse, lubhert
Schuurman, a fricad feom gur
Frohisher days, Mol Wolkins,
the N.DP. “walfler”, Hugh
Fnulkner, the Sceretnry of
sState, and the Dutch am-
bassader, to mentlon only
soune of those who vislted
Inuvik in 1974, In June Doug
officknted at the anmiml ot
Sunday thaaksgiving serviee
al Aklivlk,

(in July 19, lenving Kelth
apd Jane in the eare of Inuvik
frlcnds, we flew {o Vancouver
vin Whitchorse, The following
dny we {ook the ferey o
Victoria and hod o weekend
there. Houg itnd Jean flew o

“San IFrancisco for a four-day

Church-sponsored  program
at o centre in Oakland, We
had little time o absorb the
Culifornin sunshine, hut did
enjoy the motel's swimming
poal. On the one free duy we
rented o ear and saw whinl we
could of the San Francisco
Bay area, riding the famous
cable cars, driving across the
Golden Gate Dirkdpe, as well
as mwigutinr{ sotne  of
‘Frisco's steep hills. What an
experience thnt wos!

3y August 1 our foimHy wus
reunited §n Inuvik and we
looked back on an eventful
two weeks.

Northern Games

Doug becane very hllﬁg
with the argnnizing of the 41
annun! Northern Games, held
for the first time outside

Inuvik, [rom August 17 o 20,

at Fort Good llope. 1t way
another heetic weekend but,
npuin this year, 4 very suc-
cessful gothering of notive
peaple Trom many parts of
North sharing Uhelr
traditional skilis, games ond
tdlonees.

In October the Northwest
Territories Council held n
sesslon in Inuvik. IL was on
oppartunity for us to walch
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our Jegislators in actlon,

Doug s taklng & lemporary
leave of ohsence from the

arlsh minkstry und on
Evptcmher 10 we welcomed
the Rev. George Young from
Teranto Diocese to take over
the rnqulnr parish work,
Dovg stH1 nsaists ot some of
the services and alsn expects
to be holding communion
services in other seitlements
from time to time. He is now
able to give more time to
projecla he wos alrendy In-
volved in, Including the
Northern (Gemes cultural
development program, the
native frlendship centre, and
mleohol educatlon,

We have moved out of the
rectory, our home for the past
slx years, Into n now 60" x 14
three-bedreom meblle home
ahout half n mile away. Whal
a Job of sorting and packing
we had! We are now settled In
and adjusting to this new
experience. Doug shares n
downtown offlce. Aflter
having o study in the house
for the past 11 years this I8 &
¢hange for oll of us,

Sharlng Ministry

Qununf[ o few lines from
““‘Sharln Mlniutrﬁ!”
(Resource Kit 4, o booklel
published by Church House)
may hr:l‘!:1 {o explain the basle
ien behind what Doug s
dolng. It relers to the St
Jamestown Ministry. 0
community action project to
apartment resldents in the
cenire of Toronto. Who would
ever have thaughl we would
he comparing lnuvik wilh
downtown Toronto!

“Traditionally the church
hus ministered to people und
their Individual needs, Only
rarely does It attempt to alter
the stutus quo, to change the
siructures of soclely so that
some problems are poten-
tially ellminated. In the St
Jumestown Ministry there in
an ¢fforl to create new
structures, perhaps weaken
or eliminate others, with o
vlew to improving the soclety
wie live in.

“Certalnly the church will
cantinue ta help und to care
for Individunls, One way,
however, of doing that is to
show people how Lhey can
help themselves, Helping
I‘lmr ling organlzations to
rﬁlnﬂliﬁh themselves, making
older organizations aware of
new orens for concern and
action are ministrics just as
appropriote as the troditionnl
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MILTON FFIRE BRIGADE was called to the home of Fred Herensberger,
15 Sideroad near Speyside early Sunda { marning when a uarnFﬂihursl
¥
P

into flames. Lost in the blaze were s '72

ivmouth and a '69 Fard pick-up

truck. Milton detachment of the OPP say the fire may have started in the

car’s block heuler.

{Photo by S. Dills)

Christban ministry of doing
those things Tor individoals.
In fuct, in many silvations
today, It 4 the anly effective
wiy of responding to ewtrrent
needs. "

Among other things [oug
continues as o member of the
Elbrary Booard. He i3 helping
to co-ordingle the specin
culturnl petivities to he held
tn conlunction with the drd
Arctle Winter Gumes ot
Anchorage, Alaskn in March
of 1974, Early in December
Doug was up o Fort
Frovidenve for a cullural and
recreation conferenee
sponsored by the Indian
lirotherhood of the NW.T.

AN meeting

The weekend this is being
writlen Doug is  attending
sessions of Inuvik™s fiest
Alcoholics  Anonymaous
roundup. He huws  bheen
listening ta same Incal praple
spenk of how they have at-
tained sobrlely and also
regadined their I’irllth in Cind,
Abuse of alcohol is prevalent
i Arctic communities nnd it
results in degradation and

death. 1t is gratifying to henr-

of the progress of o new AA.
group estoblished anly cight
weeks ago in another Della
COMmUTUnItY.

There are many ways of
sharing the Gospel of Christ,
and we pray that our work is
heing used by Gad for His

PUIPUSES.

Wishing you and  vours
every hiesging for the new
Lol 1ug & Jean

Call inquest Feb. 5
in snowmobile death

Coronure e, Doanald Atkenhoa] of Milton has ordercd an
iguaest inlo this arcei's Nirst snowmaehile denth of the year - o
collissen bhetween a train amd 8 snowmaobile ol Kelio Con-
servition Area Dee, 18 which cloimed the life of a Camp-
bellvidle man.

The mguest will e held Feb, 5 Kengeth M, Pasuatn, 23, of
Camphebville was killed anil Hobert Harels, 21, of HH. 6,
Malton wis injured when the sumwimobile on which they were
riching stuek s tram on the CPPR line through K elso Conservatlon
Arcie. Both were employees of Glea FdenSkiClub,

An earlier ceport dndicated Huarris was the driver of the
snowinobile bul at this point it is uncertain which man was

Lrv iy,
triving —~
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implementation of regional govemment, 1
think one of the requirements necessary

PRICIS EFFICTIVE
UNTIL IAN. 1%

AR

2503
we'll give you the

otrr bank.

month,

before a Cable TV company received ils
licence should be coverage of Regional
Council meetings.

This identification card entitles you to cash
‘your personal cheque instantly
at any Commerce branch.

And get every other banking service

. TEBIYIONALLY WETL SIVE YOU GREAT SIRVICE - TOGETHER WILL GIVI YOU GREATPRICIS
Let us see our elected representatives in s ' ™ e 8 . =
action! Let us see who stands up for what,
and why. Such coverage could only tead to
betler government.
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MULTIPLE
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i Iveé DeIOW your means. VITAMI SHAMPOO ¢ that' more branches than any other bank. (! Money orders. _: | ayment of utthity bills
| 1t you'd like 1o get around the high cost of living, we ' 5 Ter ASSTD TYPES The whole idea is 1o make you fecl at home no i 2:4-hour deposits. - Transfers.
't I'u::: suggestian? ' i Elh Lo - - LEO ST 36 matter where you are. It simple. And convenient, A 7 And joint accounts. i
i Cut down on the high cost of getting around R g e > clﬁ;mm:mdmrﬁ i thmnlna;cg sﬁaijnarmc SII:'IINE:
£190 By & Vol e gen. ADORN £| SCRREEEEEIGENLY COY POV 8 1Ak Je V-8 IO, You get all of this and more for only $2.50 -
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