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CTON it the most northerly
tow in lHalton County, 1t i
situated at the junetion of G

highways Nos, 7 oand 25 1t s 40
miles fram Tornonto and 18 {an
Guelph,  He present populalicn s
MO and there 3¢ steady givath
housing and mdustry. The many
progressive  industned wwhde A
wide variely of athicies nchindang
leather, tenhitesn, PlAshics, orTAtWS,
clectnical apphances, masnery and
cquipment.

In 1828 Aclon wak Runsan only
as 400 zores on e 2adoand And
Carceseans of Brgueting., The fun
eelllert were Lemad Rudus and Kira
Adams. Otherz soaon folioned Tae
fir=t dry goads dore was aowned by
Whesler Groeen, Emploved v him
was & Young man saled Tan’, He
must have been an up-andoooming
voung fellow as for some unex-
plained rearen the settiement was
named after him and was called
‘Danvilis’,

The hirst grosery  slore, owned
by AM:ller Hemstzeel, waz known
as ‘Danville Grocery™. Dut mayie
that name Jdid ot mee! with anes

of the Credit River. It dates back
to 1818 and is said to be the location
of the first settlers in the township.
It derives 1ts name from the Stewart
brothers—-John and Duncan — who
were the first to take advantage of
the abundant water supply. They
built a dam and established a saw-
raill and grist mall sn 1820 The mill
was later taken over by Jaz Young
and then by Walter Lawson, It 1s
now operated by Walter Lawson
and Son, and has been 1o the Law-
son famaly for B years.

A seclion of the Seventh Line,
runaing from Hornby 1o George-
town, is 1the main street through the
village. According. 1o the Halton
Atlas. John, Judsen and Young

streets branch off from the Seventh
Line,

Stewarttown is the capital of the
township and the seat of the local
governing btody. The {irst organized
mevting of the ratepavers was held
at the farra home of Joseph Stand-
teh, Lot 13, 6th Concrssion, on ew
Year's Day, 1821, At this time, {ol-
lowing the opinung of the townshsps
for settlement throughout the coun-
tyv. and unul the paszing of the
Municipal Act of 1845 «+known as
the Baldw:n Acl* the townships
were governed by the Jusiices in
Session.

For this reason the initial meeting
at Stewarttown was under a war-

and F. S. Jarvis., Just:ces

TEWARTTOWN 15 on the Scv-
S enth Line, Esguesing township
—a lovely little village nestling
belween twa hills on the west bank

rant signed by William Thompson
for the

Home County, of which Halton was

versal approval either, ay laler the
district waz changed o “Adama-
ville® after the tirst setilers, Even
then the nane cauld not have been
enticely satisfactary to the ploneer
fathers, for i 1844 it was ehanged
aparty, g time ta ity present name
ol Atk The patne was suggest-
vib by Hobwel Swan, the ficst post-
mikater, a native of Marthumberiand,
g sl

Aty belng the centre of & farm-
myg  conusanily, the first {indusiry
wias talurally & grist mill, bailt on
Lot 34, Cuaession 6. It was a log
building and was known as “McCal-
lumy'a ML™

The first tannery was set up in a
forvst clearing about 1837 and waa
viwiiedd and operatedd by Abraham
welles  Although bt changed hands
several tinmes the tanning businesa
had obviowsly come Lo atay. In 1885
the Heardmore Company took aver
the bpusiness and fromy then on it
expanded unti! it became Acton'a
major mdustry.

Uither idusiciea located in Acton
during i3 early davs were J. H.
Coates” Stave and Rarrel factory:

Stewarttown was _
capital of Esquesing

a part. With thelr authority the
fullowing officers were installed:
James Frazer, township clerk; Jo-
s¢ph Standish and Thomas Barbour,
Assessors; Charles Kennedy and
John  Stewanrt, Town Wardens;
Thomas Fyfe. Collector. Meetings
were held at the Standish home un-
til the cpening of a tavern on Lot
13, west, on the Seventh Line, by
Thoemas Thompson, which become
known [or miles around as “Long
Tom’s Tavern™, and was the chosen
site for the township meetings.

Tre chief business of the couneil}
at that time was to define and seitle
disputes over the proportion of o
land fence, deciding what anlmals
shou'd be allowed to run at large,
appa nting  pathmasters for roed
work and supervising the registra-
tion of cattle marks, each settler be-
ing required 1o have a distinctive
mark for his cattle by which iden-
tity could be established. A favor-
ite mark was in the form of & half-
penny cut vut from one or other of
the ears of the cattle, or sometimes
a poriion of the ear snipped off.

Onee lownship business was con-
cluded it was customary for the
pioncer legislator — together with
others who happened to drop in—
1o wind up the day in a social way,
partaking of such food and liguor as
was obtaipable from Long Tom's
cuisine. Very often this “socigl
ttme” lrd to arguments, and argu-
ments to fist-fights before the day
was out. especially after the 1837

Hebellion when party feeling still
ran high.

After the Baldwin Act had been
pasred & meeting of the ratepayers

Few settlements dotted
Halton Hills bush 130 years ago

Halton Hills is where it's at . . . and here's where it all began,

Excerpts from Gwendalyn P. Clarke's book on Halton county, Pages of the Past,

tell of the origins of Georgetown, Esquesing and Acton, Tuesday these municipalities
became one. Mrs. Clarke's book is out of print and is constantly in demand.

it was published in 1955. .

First Acton settlers in 1829

W, H. Storey’s glove {aclory Browna
and Hall's Lumber and Shingle Mill;
Spelght's Blacksmith and Carriage
Works and Acton's fomous Plow
Menufacturing Company. There
were also lime works that went into
operation in 1872 with two klins cap-
able of burning 350 bushels a day.
Acien was nlao well supplied with
stores, hotels, llvery stables and
bakeshops,

The Grangd Trunk Rallway (now
the C.N.R.) had Its first service by
ateam rallway in 18358,

As tne pioncer population increas-
ed, Acton Citizens were affiliated
with various rellglous groups—the
Methodists, Presbyterians, Eplscop-
allans, Congregationalists, Bapiists
snd Dlsciples of Christ. They wor-
shipped in log cablns, crude frama
buildings or in the homes of plon-
ecrs.

As more permanent placea of wor-
ship were established churches were
bullt In the following order: Baptist
Church, 1842, firat pastor, Rev. John
Oakley. Knox Church, 184%, first
minister, the Rev. John McLachlan,
Methodist Church, 1832, pastor, the
Rev. Wm, Willoughby. This was a
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frame church. The present Unlted
Church was buillt In 1875,

The {lrat Roman Cathaollie Church
was buitt at Dublin, two miles gouth
of Acton. Later the congregation of
St. Joseph's purchased the old Con-
gregational House of Worshlp and
hod it changed over to o Roman
Catholic Church., The first resident
priest was the Rev. Father Haley,
appointed in 1893. St Alban'a An-
gllcan Church was bullt in 1872
Firat Reclor wns the Rev, W. F,
Swallow. The church was consce-
rated by the first Bishop of Niagara
in 1875,

There i8 every Indication in the
records that the minlstere of all the
churches aerved thelr people faith-
fully and well but the Rev, D, B,
Comeron left behind him a some-
what unique record, Mr., Cameron
minlatered to the Presbyterians in
Acton from 1875 to 1885. At thnt
time he retired but continued to
reside In Acton. He died ot the
home of Peter Mann on February
25, 1000 at the nge of 73.

He was o native of Inverness,
Scotland, and was known to be n
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The site of government returns to Esquesing in a new building
this week. Above is the first Esquesing township hall as shown
on an 1858 map by George C. Tremaine.

was held at Mackenzie's Tavern in
the village, when, in nccordance
with the act, the first council was
clected as follows: John McNough-
ton., Reeve; Ninjan Lindsay, deputy-
reeve: James Young, Robert Hall
and William Thompson, councillors;
Richard Tracy, Clerk. At subse-
guent election James Young was
elected reeve from 1851-58, and had
ihe honor of being appointed War-
den w the Provisional meeting of
the County of Halton, held in Mil-

ton at Thompson’s Inn, July 132
1853. . This was the first mecting
after an agreement had been reach-
cd to separate the two counties of
Halton and Wentwaorth.

Richard Tracy. the first Township
clerk, was succeeded by his son
John, who held that office for a
number of years. For a long lime
he had an the wall of his office a
poster, dated February 24, 1844,

Contlnued on page 7

man o©of filne characler and high
idenls. ‘That he wns on exponent
of the simple life was obvious from
the following codletl nttached to his
will. It rend as follows:

“Considering the foolish extrava.
gance displayed by the community
in general gand es a protest againat
it (I nlmost belleve a solliary pro-
teat) I direct that my body, when
dend, shall be decently wrapped In
bleached cotlon, neatly prepared for
the purpose, lnid in a simple coftin
made of pine, with no ornamenta-
tion, not as much na my name, and
carried to the grave In a alelgh,
it in wintor, or a spring wagon, and
Inid in the grave without o shell:
and that no monument of any kind
be put to mork the place unless
aome frlend take a boulder from
the ficld to mark the spot, and, if
he fancy to do mo, cut thereon the
initials “D.B.C", In all other ra-
spects I confirm my sald will.”

On this same subject it Ils parti.
cularly worthy of note that In Ac-
ton there are now ne neglected

Georgetown’s founder
was George Kennedy

HE five towns now incorporated
T In the County of Halton might
be likened to the five diglts of
the human hand. Thia you can prove
by placing your hand on a map of
Hzlion with the palm resting be-
tween the townships of Nelson and
Nossagaweya., Thus you will tind
the thumb, or first diglt, polnts to
Acton; the Index finger to George-
town; middle finger to the county
town of Milton; fourth diglt to Oak-
ville and the little finger to Bur-
lington,

By this method, {ollowlng the in-
dex finger we come 1o the locotlon
where, in 1820, three men succes-
slvely stopped and declded to make
thig thelr future home, We don't
know If they were the first white
men to reach the district an history
scldom records the names of those
who merely poess through any par-
ticular spot — history begins with
those who sctitled, and In one way
or another, made homes fotr them-
sclves and their families, And go the
flrst names we find mentioned in
conneclion with Georgetown are
those of George Kennedy, the
founder of the scttlement, and then
Marquiz CGoodenow and Sylvester
{zarrlson,

George Kenncedy was born in New
Jersey In 1782, During the war of
1812 he served as gsergeant in the
British Army. In 1818 he married
Elizobeth Willlams. In 1820 the
yvoung couple moved to Esquesing,
near what 18 now Georgetown,
Kennedy wos 2o land-surveyor,
naturally o lucrative occupation in
a new countiry. The young surveyor
was qulck to realize the potentiall-
ties for agrlculture and commerce

sl

ploneer cemeterics. When the acre-
age of the old cemetery had been
out of usp for B0 years or more, the
Board of truatecs, headed by the
late Nelson Moore, took measures
to restore it from a slate of neglect.
Headatones were ossembled o form
n permanent calrn In the centra
of the old cemelery as a tribute
of apprecintion und reapect for the
ploneer fathera who hed lald the
roundwork for the present pros.
iinrllr of the Acton district.

For tho size of the lown Acton has
exceltent educationul ond recrea-
tionkl facilliies, There are good,
well-built achools, a YM.CA. and &
very fine park, Prospect Park, com-
plete with wading ponol. It hos at-
tractive enlrance gotes, band-gtand
and a large arenn which is the site
for the annual Aclton Fale. Dut Its
chie! year-raound attraction s the
lake, a body of water which ¢covers
an area of 88 acres. It was aorlgin-
ally the Mill Pond but thanks to
the foresight of Mra. Augusta Be-
cord, the town f{fathers were per-
suasded to use the more attractive
name “Falry Lake".

of the district in which he had de-
¢lded to make hle hame and did

everything posaible to promote its
seitlermnent.

However, the ploneers must have
had many difflculties In clearing the
land and making a llving, o8, for o
time, the seltlement became known
a3 “Hungry Hollow”, Perhaps the
name may have hiad something to4n
with {ts stow growth gs up until -
1837, there were still only the first
three original plonecrs and thelr
familics, Eventually the settlement
became known a8s “Georgetown”
afler ita founder, George Kennedy.
Apparently the change of nome
brought change of {ortune as in 1837
along came the Barber brothers,
first to erect a woollen mill and
then a paper mill.

Georgetown wonx  now  zafely
launched into the world of indusi-
rial enterprite which, through the
years, has been mulliplied many
times aver by Lhe introduction of
other paper mills of various types
In addition to stone quarrices, card-
ing factory, carriage works, plan-
ing mitll and a knittlng machine fac-
tory. In fact Georgelown became o
busy {ndusilrial arca, a reputation
which {t enjoyz to this day.

Stores noturally became a neces-
slly 80 in 1840 John Sumpton open-
ed the first gencral store. Two years
later James Young slarted up in op-
position and carricd on a good busi-
ness for many yegrs. Other businesa
men in the '80's were Wilson and
Thayer, furniture; hardware, Reid
and Whiltaker: drugs, Ruston and
Dr. Star; jewellery, Armour and

Continuad on pags 7

Back Issues of The Free Press

20 years ago

Taken from the Istue of the Free Press,
Thorsday. December 31, 1857,

For the lirst time in the history of Acton,
citizens have been summoned to the third
potnination meeting in an offort to select

talives for the mumicipal
council. third meeting is Jan 8 with
election Jan. 14, The initial momination
meeting secured only seven of the
pecessary nine and the second meeting only
o0t Mare.

Margaret Cleghorn and Bill Toth were
married in Knox church chapel, ﬂﬂ-elph_

A capacity crowd enjoyed the vaned

m at Lomn school under Mrs Lorne
gimpsnn and Crawford Douglas.
Recitations were given by Valerie Crofts,
Simmy MePhedran, Cathanine McPhedran
and Lyle Broughton,

Major John Sinderson, who was minisier
of Knox church for several years, has been
posted to Korea as senior chaptain

Doa Schroeder is one of the winners in a
Canada-wide pholography contest. Both
pictures include his young son Richard. He
13 impariing his knowledge to the Boy

A film God and The Atom was shown at
the annual fireside sponsored by the Bible
Soclety. M. M. Coles was chairman and JJ.
Greer read scripture. €. Landshorough

ve reports,

o Parties and special sports events were
held at Lthe Y.

Retiring members voiced their praises
of warden ¢ Leslie at the Jast meeting
of county council.

John Black joins the news stafl of the
Free Press and Champion.

0.8. e Ware and O.S, Bill McHugh
g:-e rel to Cornwallis alter 2 month's

ve.

Over 250 bags were given oul &l the
United church concert. Mrs. Muriel Simp-
son and Mrs. Shirley Dills directed the
program ond Frank Bean played the piano.

&

50 years ago

Takea (rom the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, January 3, 1924,

The annual Methodist. D:.risuhan iree

and entertainment at Rockwood was held in
the town hall Monday evening. The scholars
of the Sunday School were ted with
candies and oranges. Rev. Mr. Geiger, the
popular pastor, received a fine {at goose as
a Christmas present {rom the choir and a
basket of fruit [rom the Ladies’ Aid. The
Christmas tree and the fi ce, {rom
which Santa eme were a delight to the
little folk. The splendid programme was
enioved by a crowded house,

The angual Christmas treat f{or the
children of Churchill church was heid at the
homeof Mr. and Mrs. A. J. MurTay, Clover-
dale farm.

Al the close of Esquesing council
meeling it was resolved that the treasurer
pay members of council §3 per meeting and

miteage for attending meetings and 33 per .

day for commission work.

Alter 76 years the Guelph Herald ceased

blication and has merged wilh the
sMercury.

A very enjoyable alternoon was spent at
the annual piano recital of Miss Lauretta
Gray. Musical numbers were contnibuted
by 22 pupils followed by heliday games and
a general good time. -

The new principal of Acton Contipuation
school is Mr. James Macdonald M.A. who
has been on the stalf of Toronto University.

Huwrah! for Mayor Hiltz of Toronto. His
boyhood was spent in this locality. Tommy
Church fpund out he has no perpetual claim

to the top post of the city.
Our ﬁml coal dealers dessrve the

~ thanks of the community for their foresight

in securing ample coal for the needs of all
so for this season, notwithstanding the
reported shortage. |

Under the new Highway Traffic Act

_intoxicated persons are not to drive molor

vehicles,

/5 years ago

Taken [rom the tasue of the Free Press,
Thursday, December 79, 1858,

Christmas week in Acton is essentially
the Sunday Schocls' time for coming Into
inence. The evenings at this time are
pretty well monopaolized with their anni-
v entertainments. St. Alban's Sun-
day gnve a cantata. The children of
the Baptist Sunday school were delightfully
entertained when a series of colored Lime
Light views of the city of London were
shown.

For a quarter of a century Christmas
right has been made eventiul, especially to

the scholars, by the anniversary entertain-

ment of the Methodist Sunday sehool. This
year the programme comprised A cantata
with choruses, motion songs, recitations,
etc. Largely of a devotional and missionary
character. The orchestra played. The part
filled by the Soldiers of the Cross was most
attr e. The 12 young ladies robed in
white wearing crowns of silver and bearing
swords and shields, charmed the audience.
The average attendance of the Sunday

School is 222
The scholars of the Disciples’ Sunday

* school were given a tea and Christmas treat

last Tuesday ev by the teachers. The
children enjoyed good things very
manifestly

Christmas promotions have been an-
nounced at the school indudi% Oscar
Brown, Ferri Brown, Freeman leman,
Brant Swackhammer, Hoy Arnold, Ida
Lalrd, Bertie Smith, ¢ Harvey,
Myrtle Matthews, Vida Folster. Ruby
Qark, Annie Corry, Florence Holmes,
Frank Havill, Marcus Pesryman.

Mr. Graham gave his pupils at Ballin-

afad school a talfy pull the last day of
school. The children presented him with a
handsome dressing case.

Celebrated Indian cures at 's
Hmfh Actori, last Wednesday of each
m [ k
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Dear Miss Papilion:

How grateful we are to the Aclon
Branch, Aclivity Group of the Canadian
Cancer Society for the marvellous con-
tribution they have made to our Christmas
here at the ge.

We were just speechless when your

many boxes arrived and words cannol - ypape

express the appreciation that we feel for
_‘;uﬂr kindnes:f.p gencrosity and thought-
fulness. _ _

How to express our gratitude is almost
impossible but 1 am sure you know how
pleased we are for the hundreds of items
that we now have for distribution.

Will you please extend our thanks to all
of the mem of the Activity Group [or

the many hours of work that it took to

provide these items as wcll as gackagin
them for delivery. To those who knitt
socks, mitts, toques, bed-jackets, puilovers,
lap throw, to those who sewed and to those
who donated so many useful articles—we
say thank you a thousand times. To those
who baked and cooked, the grateful thanks
of all of the patients goes out also.

We just cannot begin to tell you how
many patients will have a more plcasant
Christmas and Holiday Season due to the
busy Actoniles.

The best wishes of the Lodge patients,
stafl and volunteers goes out to cach one of
you and may 1974 be good to all of you.

Sincerely yours,
Miss Helen k. Howes,
Director of Velunteers.

(The boxes contalned eight scarves, 16
knitted slippers, 14 laced slippers, 14 bed
jackets, 21 socks, 36 small pillows, six
toques, two mitts, a lap throw, tweo pull-
overs, two dickles, a flannel bed ja::k;:t. (ive
roils wrapping paper, five men’s pyjamas,
Mve ﬂﬂﬂ-slm!:‘ shirts, hair brush, nipne
stump socks, 2 pair nylons, underwear, a
swealer, a sweater set, o suit and a skirt;
and many, many candies and cockies.)

The Editor;
Acton Free Press
Acton, Ontario
Dear Sir:

During the past year we have come to
res the great value to a cotnmunity,
and to particular citizens as well, of a news

i |
I should like you to know how much it
has meant to us to find that there is so much
concern for one’s fellow-man in this world
which is so often called ‘cold-hearted’ or
even ‘apathetic’.

Through the Letters to the Editor
column we have been amaxed to discover

the numbers of good folk there are in thls
world. Also we found Lhat the Members of

Parlinment realize as well that this is a
reljable source of Information on issues that
the lic conslders important.
ewould like you Lo know what a debt of
titude we owe o you, Sir, and the
fnrtfdum of the press.
May the new vear bring you much
satisfaction and plenty of good news!
: Yours truly,
Mrs. Oacar Drijber

The Free Press,
Acton Ont.
Dear Sir;
I had not intended to wrile Lo your paper
again so spon, but 1 had such a
istmmas. 1 felt that I would like to tell
someone about il.
*Tis not unigque because of the many
cards, heart-sent, and remembrance
brightening, which [ reado’er and o'er. Dr,
Crawford Simith, as elotpmt minister of

once sajd:—"Clristmas r:.lrdl‘

I K:.- bond of friendship unbroken.’

“Tia un because a ] of &1 vears
ago, {ala
article (among others) which she had made
herself, 82 years, think of jt! and
remembrance of her old teacher was
fresh and green.

} seat & box in which was cne-

Another pupil, of 40 years ago, a lady,

t me a gift which was most unigue. (1

was In a round tln box, and had sajied or
flown across the ses from Ireland,—a cake,
“Celebration Cake'' they called it. It was
deseribed on the tin 83 a "Traditional Plum
Cake,” with brandy, but [ couldn’t resist
cake. It was delicious. I wonder if any of
readers have tasted {rish Traditional

ke Cake.
Yours truly,
Millicent Milroy.

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853-2010

Business and Editorial Office
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