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Bill SMILEY

When there are no kids nround, Christ-
mas losea o lot of 118 excitement, At least
that's the wny il sacoma around avr howse
this year.

We've ulﬁuyu hud o family Christnns,
most often at the farm of Lhe grandparents.
Thoso were greal old trad|tianal festivitles.

We drove to the farm, toft the car at the
hlghway nnd ataggored through the snow
1ip the lane to the houge, londed wllhlplﬂm
T‘:E kicla, wrn;: U to the noses, were (nirl
hysterical by the time we entered the big,

wirm farm kitchen.

There we were nssalied by the en
veloping scents of mnstlngblurkuy and plne
nmﬁeu. o wonderful .com Ination.

Then came the apening of prefents, with
uwrylmdy Fprutﬂ'ling. "Oh, ‘shouldn't
have . . . Exeept the kids. They would rip
olf the wrnrpingn, scarcely glance st the
conlents andd start looking under the tree for
another pnckage with their name on it

A ot of Ic;*.'r.- and thought went into the
kifls, and somelimes there were tears of

_plensure.

The women talked a blue streak and
ciromed off each other as they charged
araund the kitchen, The men snt around
drocling. And the chitdren were the centre
ol altention, lunny and delightful, and they
lovesd it

Then came the great orgy at the table, *

with everyone from the littlest 1o Grand-
tad tucking into the turkey and trimmings
until their cyes were bulging.
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20 years ago

Taken Ivom the issee of Lhe Free Press,
Thur<das . December 24, 1953,

{m Monday a ton of mail was taken from
the stalion 10 the post office by Jack
Locker, who said that the 64 bags of mail
constitited the heaviest Joad he has ever
had in ohe morning. Rags of mail were pited
N CVeTy comer of the post office on the
heaviest day of the Christmas rsh. Over
A3.000 wo-cent stamps had been sold in the
last two or three dayvs. Somce of the staff
worked Sunday as well and cach evening.
{m the regular staif are postmaster Fro

Terry. Fern Brown, Gord Mcheown and:

Mrs. llelen Jocque. Cam Leishman, usually
iun-lim::- help, 18 full-time these davs, Mrs.
rene Terry and Mrs. Lucy Walters are
additional full-time workers while Mrs
Jean Leishman and Mrs, Wilma Chaprnan
are working part-time.

OUne of Acton’s esteemed citizens
Jeremiah Bell passed away. He had lived in
the same house an Church St. for 41 Vears.

St Joseph's church basement was filled
for the anmanl Christmas rty of the
parish. Youngsters and their parents
numbered 200.. Giving recitations were
Peter Barr, Bernie Benton, Laurie Benneit,
llelen Henton. Patt Rarr. Linda Braida and
Danny Arbic. Adrian Vos played a piano
sole and Jo Seelen an accordion solo.
Father Morgan acted as master of
Leremonies.

Engraved gold watches for 10 years'
service at Baxter Labs. were presented to
Mrs, Harold Kinread, Miss Margaret
Sinclair, Sam Srﬁ-'l:ltr. Dave Drysdale amd
Anthony Hufnagel. Dinner and m flor
80 was inn the Y. Clarence ognvaldson
acted as master of ceremonies. Gerry
Chndler, Johnny Graham and Rino Rraidn
[ormed an employees’ orchestra, In charge
were Bob Marshall, Mrs. J. Bradshaw and
Mizss Virena Johnson. Santa Claus arrived.

00 years ago

Taken fram the izae of the Free Press
of Thursday. Decomber 27, 1973,
The annual hi%!;uhml&t Home was one
aver. different items were as

Mild, isn’t it!/
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This wan sort of the ellmux of the
hullda®, and like overy eHmax, 1t il its
nuti-clmax: grent sgacks of dlihes to he
wiahed; distended bollles; exhuusted kids.

In 2wy, It was a profly g

celebreation.

Rt by ovening, everyibing wak elenred
up, digestions would begin operat Inﬁ again,
el there'd be earols and quiet tlk and a
Henernl feeling of warmth and love and
securily.

This war the culminntlon af soveral
weeks of Christmas pagennts and Christ-
~ M parties al the Legion Hall far the kids,

wnd wrlting cards ta old frientls, and

serimbllng around for gifts, and puttin up
the tliviee-binated treo and protending thore
weren't golng to he a lot of presents this
year,

They were good times, and 1 miss them,
bt T don’t know whether I conld stand the
,mml nny mare, | was working nbout twelve
wurs nodey, and thore seemed o be o
lestivity of Runiething every night.

There were n co iple of Christmnses that
e fanny in mlrmlmct. though at the time
there was o marked Inck of Chiristinn splrit.

One was the time we bought the tele-
vision set for the grandparents. 1f was in
the early days of TV, and we all chipped in
to buy the set. None of us could afford one
for ourselves, There was tremendous
secrecy. It was to be the surprise of the
century. My brotherin-law and [ deagged
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the great brute of o by ip the bime on
tolsggn el wrontlod 30 (1o He farm-
house. It wins (o be oponod under the tree.

Kim was about theow, wid full ol it

wikd excltanumt that Invests klew ut et
. Wo had baraly doposited the big bax In
ther house when shie piped, "Hapo you ik
the teo-bee, Grmmy.” Some weerot, Some
KUTPPiHe,

Al thore was tho Christmins wi et led o

our placo, The Besralpiveensts aned the sty
ot ather nesorted bodios wors invited. My
wife huel sipent two hbura the night bofore
seribbing and waxing the kitchon foar. |
bund mpont theee hours |:r::|mrh|f{ ther Lurkaey,
Wo woro ;iulnu to vhow thom that we nnuﬁ!
enlorthin

N Hiylo,

Al was 1n rondiness. The Okt Tuttlenxe
tolth e to take the turk ot of e svon, |
dld, skitkdod on the wax, und ronattng pan,
turkey andd nll went Nyinyg throigh the nir,
Waull-to-wall gresne. Turkey basted in fhoor-
wix, It wis one of the Tess momoratle
muments Inoo hoppy murreingo.

Antl | remembor Christmases & long
tme ngo, In the Doprosalen, when a ehild's

ane and only present might ho u Buit of long -

wnderwenr, or o handknlt swenter,
Depresaing, -was 'the Dopresslon,

r

Of recent years, our kids have come -
. Htragpling in from univeralily, sometimes »

with it friend, for Chrdstmns, And we've hingd
musie and geod food, and fun.

Last year we were olane, If | remember
correctly, we dined on frozen ment pies. 1
had bought the usun] two trees. I Kot the

little ane up. The hig spruce was leaned inn -

corner, and [ threw it out on Boxing Day,

This year, we'll be nlane ngain, Buw
things nre going to be differont.

So. We're thinking of elosing up the jolnt
and going to the elty. My wife can supervise
the layette. I can write chuﬁucs* We'll stay
in o hatel, where somebody else had to
gropple with the tree. -

Free Press

tollows: group songs by the school: chair-
miane's nddress by Hev, A, C. Stewart: folk
dance, ptano duet by Miss Gray and Russe]l
lloss; French recitations from Henry
Drummand by Addie Hurst: # French song
by girks of the high schoal: presentations to
tcachers Mrs. Moore and Mrs. R rne;
reading of the school paper hy tlelen
McDanald. The programme was closed
with a ene-act play with Arthur Hackett,
Wilrase Reid, Marguerite Ryder nand
Gwentdolyn - Madidock laking the various
roles. After the programme a series of
promenades and dances were indulged in
and ol intermission a delightful lunch was
served by the pupils.

The Acton Radio Electric is demon.
strating our receivers at the home of J
P'recious, John 5L We ore opening
tdemonstrating parlours in the studio next to
J. . Hill. Wateh for the date. Spark's
Phantom Liver Coneert Receiver $25. This
sct has received cohecerts over 1,000 miles
dway. One tube receiver, complete $42.50:
radiolux  superselective, complete $115.
Specials for interested voung men. Buijld
your own set, complete parts for one tube
receiver $35; three tube receiver $68.50;
loud speaker $18.75. Free adviee on
assembling and wiring. G. Preciouns
manager. -k. Coles snles manager.

Landlord Ritchie of the Sunderland
House made quite a hit among citizens and
visitars when he turned on the scores of
etectric lights which Muminate his lawns on
Christmas Sunday evening. The effect was
quite a fairyland appearance and the
hundreds of citizens passing after church
appreciate very much the pretty spectacle.

€ Christmas displays in the shop
© windows were highly creditable to our
merchants.

75 years ago

Taken from the ssur ol the Free Preas,
“Thursday, Becomber 22, 1898,

The county court sessions were very
dull. There was no business before the
caurts. The petit jurymen answered to their
names, received their poy and went home.

The grand ju?mr:n examined the 'cnunt}r :

buildings, made their usual presentment.
received their pay nnd went home.

A company of between 30 and 40 of aur
businessmen and cllizens sal down to a
splendicd oyster supper at  Clark's Hotel
Monday. They met to say a Kindly farewel]
to Mr. E. B. Collins who is moving to
Bulfalo.

The pitch holes in the roads have been
hard on the ‘cutter shafts,

Acton's hockey club has reqargnnized
with a rink on Henderson's pond.

The new imﬁcrjnl penny postage comes
mte cifect an Christmas Day. Then vou can
write to Calcutta, India, for'two cents but it
will cost you three cents to write to your gir)
at Crewsons Corners.

Pringle's—Everything you can think of.
Christmas Times are Here! Rings — We
have an extrn stock in, prices from $1, but
our prettiest ones run lrom $2 1o $10. Is
ire still the fashionnble stones. Photo
cameras from 69¢c up to $20. We will be
Elmsed to instruct as to thejr use. Marriage

icenses — a splendid thing 1o buy il vou
are jJust ready lor one. Ry stamps for
marking your linen from 25¢ up.

The Right House. Ladies® leather purses
with chains from 30c. Ladies’ calling cases
30c to $2. Muff guards made of the best
English jet $1.35; men's white shirts, linen
bosoms 50c to $1.25; men's dof-skin gloves
$1.25; unlaundered handkerchiefs 10¢.
Windsor ties and bows 35¢, Czaring two-
clasp ladies’ gloves $t.

D. E. MacDonald and Bro. — The
nobbiest and most useful suits and over-
coals, stylish ties and caps. For the mother
and daughter, set of furs, fur cape, kid

lm't:*.i.ejeweﬂed belt or daintily em-
roide handerchief,

HO! For Christmas. 500 1b, of candies at
C. ¥. Goodeve and Co. Chocolate drops,
bars and sticks, creams, mixtires, But-
terscotch.

New Year, new town, centennial

When tho old your makes way
for the new on Monday night it car-
ries double significance o resi-
dents of Acton,

It marks the ond of the town s o
selt-govorned municipality and the
ontry into & now union with 19k-
quesing and Goorgetown as the
town ol Halton Hills, Ironicaily |t
alio ushers in contonnial yoar ag
the community celebrates 100
yoars of Incovporation,

Sottlors arvived In that part of
Esquesing which boemine Acton n
tho 1820° but It wasn't untll 1873 the
community war laeorporated ag
village with Roeve W, H. Storey us
fivst roovo, Resve Storey was head
ol the Storey Glave Co, and Hved in
the stately home now oceupied hy
the Rumloy Shoomaukor funers]
homa, The Staray glove factory -
cuploed the lots necupled now | y the
post adfien and houses nlong Alles
St

Muayor Les Duly hins the distine-
tion of boing the last electad mayor
of Acton, n post he hngs Filled with
tremaondous poputir dupport sinee
he was dralfted Trom the ranks of
conmcil, Thore wers those who
waortldd have likod to draft Les 1o run
for mayor of the new town of
Halton Hills in 1973 bt he doelined
in fuvor of seoking & ragular
ensuncil sonl, Ho wis successful
along with Heeve G. W. (Pat)
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Lowering the drinking age in
Ontario and across the country has
been a big bust, if the measure was
designed to bring under-age
drinking into the open, -

Muin effect of the legislation hos

been a lower illegal drinking age,
Teenagers three to four years
younger than the legul age can
“pass’ as old enough to buy. And

those of legul age are consuming

mare aleohal.

All 10 provinces and the two
territories in Canada have Jowered
the legal imhibing age within the
past four years and there's no
significant pressure to rescind the
laws, N

Studies  available
sobering reading,

The Journal, official publication

make

of the Addiction Research Foun-
dation, notes:
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McKenzie and former clerk J 7T,
(Jos) Hurst who will represent the
community on the new 13 man
councll of Halton Hills,

It's boon a4 momentous 100 YOATH
for Acton, The community has had
Ith ups and downs, its erit ca, boost-
ors and a large number of poople
samewhore in holween.

IFor those of us who wore harn,
acducatod and have lived in Acton
tor most of our lives or live hare hy
iwloption the transition to reglonal
govornmaend hardly seemod nec-

ehrary, The town atways seomed to -

he gavorned well at a minimum of
“XpeNse. As the country grew the
tommunity grew along with it
There wore problems and thoy
wore solvad hy tocal people who
extibited u large dogree of com-
FTON HORHe,

It s stitl possible to gecost the
muynr, reeve, doputy, councillors
or members of any other offieial
haad on the strests on s first name
husis undd diseuss your problems, if
iy, with them., Or just talk to them
it a Iriendly manner I you wang -
they are sccessible,

Hualton Hills first muyor Tom

HUIE has Indicated he will gpend one
duy o week in Acton on 4 similar
miktion when 1974 arrives. Tom nl-
o s from g small community,
knows the impartance of first hand
communiention and direct nose-to-
toxe discussion,
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let's hopo Halton Hilla always
places men In offico who recognize
the ordinary taxpayer as an im-
porlant part of tho cummunitz‘.o

The new town stretches from
Hallinafad o Highway 401 in length
and from Crewson Corners to Nor-
val In width, proportions which
mako il unwieldly, Into this space
ae aver 42,000 peaple, probably 10
imes the number who resided in
the three municipalitios at the time
of Canfedoration,

Through this  rectangular
configuration runs the Niagara
“searpmeont on a diagonal eourse,
In plncos the Fsearpment s gou-
ged by pits and quarries, in other
fpali it is hoavily wooded and ro)-
ling. Spectacular rock formations
also contribute to some on Ont-
urlo’s finest seenery, relieved hy
the sirable farm land both above
ind hotow. The Credit River and its
ributuries drains a great doal of
the tand, '

The two urban municipalitios
have a variety of manufacturin
enterprises which diminish the ris
of depending on one large industry
for employmant and support.

There is no reason really why
the: new town shouldn't work-well,

The union has all the natura)
and other factors to lend it support,

And now it is up to all of us to
fee il works,

Wress Fidirorial I ugey
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Lowering drinking age no help

In Metropolitan Toronto in 1970,
befare the age was reduced from 23
lo 18, 48 charges of impaired
driving were 1aid against drivers
aged 18 to 20. In only the second
half of 1971, ufter the change, this
had saared wo 254, and in 1972 it had
dimost doubled to 457,

The same picture focuses for
personal injury accidents in which .
the driver was 18 to 20. There were

179 in 1970, 272 in the last hall of
1971, and 425 in 1972,

While there isn't much hard
data, there are lots of empirical
observations about the changes
brought about by the lowered age.
These are consistent coast Lo coast,
border to Arctic.

—Drinking-driving offences

among the young are increasing,
other alcohol offences like minor
consuming and illegal possession

are decreaging,

—~The public has aceepted the
new iaws, Since in most cases the
lowered drinking age coincided
with s lowered voting age, it would
he  “politicat  suicide’ for
polilicians to back any movement
for a return {o 21, '-

. —People are gelting into trouble
with ajcohol, and sceking help for
it, al a younger age,

Thedata available is disturhing,

Perhaps the Government never
realized what a Pandora's Box they
opened  when they paksed
legislation to lowering the drinking
age.

Il 5 becoming ncreasingly
clear no effort was made to project
the soCia! comsegsences of the

legislation. A5 2 remdt no ope
knows what 10 4o ahaest it
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Asks snowmobilers* consideration

184 Churchill id N
Acton, Ont.
Dec. 13, 1973,

Editor.
Acton Free Press.
Dear Sir:

Like a great many other peopie 1 indulge

in my favorite sport as the sensnnslpenn (5
or both

[ own, train and ride my own horse
personal pleasure ond competition.

"(Ince again, winter is upon us and so are
the snowmobiles — noisier ond faster with
exch coming vear.

I have learned two things from my time

with horses. Firstly, the slower the horse.

the more control you have over it; and

secondly, be a good credit to your sport.

don’t race my horse up and down this

street and I'll thank the snowmobilers to
abide by the same . Thes limnit
here is 30 mph. 1 have young children and
ou're scaring the living hell out of me., my
Eoys and my neighbors.
If local restrictions befall you, it will be
because of a careless, inconsiderale few.
You could maim or kill a child — won't you

think of that before you rev it up next time?

Respectfully,
Mrs. Pat Gamsyager.

Disputes points with letter writer

Dear Editor,

I would like to respond to the letter
“from the old school™ which appeared in
last week's paper. 1 am a teacher and [ feel
that the person who wrote the letter does
not understagd the school system as it
exists today,

[ know many parents are appreciative of
the concern that many teachers show for
their children. [ also know from listening to
the radio during the past couple of weeks
that there are many le who do not
understand what teaching involves. I fee
strongly that a greater lic is needed be
tween home and schou] so that we may all
work in the best inicrests of the children
concetrned.

There were three points in the letler
which I would like to dispute. First of all
teachers are not allowed to “strike a child

our Christmas concert. rdl

Willrid Laurier University and I ave spent
hours attending lectures and mﬂﬁg
Therefore | can truthfully say that | have
mhﬂ}’
an apo
attend the university. If the person who
wrote the letler has had any “easy courser"’
E:::e m free to coatact me and let me

" wouldn't mind an .
Perhape I'd have some time left to “baszk in
the sun on the grassy campus.”

acroas the knuckles™ today. Secondly, the
darricktdfnrllmwnltmn was chosen by
the federation, not the teachers. 1, a
wilh all of my colleagues went to

Tuesday evening and “'babysat” children

watched

for three hours while their
i 1 atiend

credit 1 have received. [ feel
in hand for all teachers who

your professors were as |
eaxy course this summer.

Yours teuly,
Peg Graham
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o Iasl week's, on the subject of the fes-
chers’ walkout. Howen : '
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