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- Old Pagan Traditions

Still Honor 12k Night

Twelfth Night ls the pulg-
ular English name for the
Feast of the Epiphany,
which falls on January 6,
Just 12 days after Christ-
mas, The word "Ep!Ehnny"
comes from o QGreek word
meaning ‘‘appearance,” us-
ually used In reference to
the appearance of a deity
in visible form.

The earlleat reference to
the festlval, accarding to

the edlitors of the Encyclo- .

in Americana, was in the
ater years of the 2nd Cen-
tury. when Clement of Alex.
andria, In t, spoke of
certain Chriatians obsery-
ing the 8th of January In
memory of the baptlam of
Jegus., The actunl date
seems to hiave been choszen
- in order to rival some of the
ular pagan feativals of

at day. :

By the beglnning of the
4th centur{ﬁ orthodox
Christians In the East were
ohserving the featival sa n
triple celebration, It became
an all-incluslve feasxt, hon-
oring the birth arld baptizam
of Chriat, and Hiz Airst mir-
acle at Cana of Galllee,

Arrival of the Magi

In the West, however, the
particular commemoration
Masigned to EpiR{hnny Whs
the wisit of the Mn

—

Wy sincennly

hope that your
stockings ure Niled

with the blessings of good
heohth, tove ond hoppiness.
Thanks fer your geod whl,
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Ing the Middle Ages, the
Eplphany festival wag wide-
1y observed by the perform-
ance of mitacle plays in the
churches about the Three
Kings or Magl, Particularly
In land, the day was
mark hi; dramatic pro-
ductlons, though not neces-
sarlly rellglous ones, and
this custom survived into
the Elizabethan period.
BShakespeare toak the popu-
iar name of Twelfth Night
for his play of that title,
which wasz written to be
perforimed on that date.

Bince Epiphany concludes
the Yuletide festivities, and
its date colncldes with
many anclent pagan cus-
tomys, it was often celebrat-
ed with strange ceremonles
in which those customamin-

led with Christlnn rlies,

me of these old ceremo-
nles still exist in parts of
Europe, where fixed ritunls
may have originas, ofien
with an overlny of magle,
that are lost In the past,

~ Up-Helly-Aa Ts Norse

Btill celebrated In the
%Eiuﬂmd Islands ilg-:m ald
ceremony OWn 0=
"Upf‘liellr-ha." The name
means “end of the holidoy,”
Indicating that the event
comes some time after
Christrnns, actunlly at the

The ceremo {tself is
very dramatic, since it takes
Placc at night, by torch-
ight. Men in the old wld
v kln?] costumes, complete
with high' horned helmets,
tow = s J0-foot Norse
longboat through the town,
in a torchlight procession...
then the boat is set ablaze
ot the beach.

Haxey Hood Game

Haxey Is & place In Lin-
colnahire, where they still
play this famous ald hood
game, on January 8, Its ori-
gEins hark back to pagun
tlrlr;e!ss_ t%‘lnd %ﬂeﬂ:huﬂd" it-
e ot represent
the head ﬂ?n bull,

In the game, 13 men take
part, one called the “fool ™
ahother the “lord,” and the
eleven othera, "boggins.” A
two-team serimmage takes
place, the object beilng for
each man to succeed In
Rlnclng a folded cahvna

0od into & particular goal,
one after e other, The
very last hood, the 13th,
called “The Haxey,” has to
be fought towards the finnl
goal —an inn where there
are drinks Iur,nll.

; end of January,

Wassailing the Trees

Thls unusual torchlight
ceremany still is observed
in certain parts of England
on Jahunry 17, which is the
date of "old 12th Night.” It's
another survival from very
ancient times,

of dear ones make the bobidays bright.
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The Friendly Beasts

Jesus, onr Brother, sirong and good,
Was humbiy born in a stable rude.
And the friendly beaais around him stood,
Jesus, our Brother, sirong and good,

“1" said the donkey, shagpy and brown,
“I carried hiz mother up hiil and down,
I carried her safely to Bethlehem town,
“f.» aaid the donkey, shagpy and brown,

“I" raid the cow, all white and red,
“I gave him my manger for his bed,
I pave Aim my hay (o pillow his head,
“1 sald the cow, all white and red, -

I stid the sheep with curly horn,
‘“f gave him my wool to keep him warm,
ijmw him my coat on Chriaimoas morn,
“F'" sald the sheep with curly horn,

A Christmans Corol by Roperr Davis

Feom ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MME LIFE —
by The Mitlers, publithed by Horper & Row

SHEPHERDS RECEIVE GOOD NEWS

- “That night some shepherds were in the fields
outside the village, guarding their flocks of sheep.

Suddenly an angel appeared among them, and the
landscape shone bright with the glory of the Lord. -
They were badly frightened, but the angel reassured

them,

‘Don’t be afraid!” he said. ‘I bring you the most
joyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone!
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord-has been
born tonight in Bethiehem! How will you recognize
him? You will find a baby wrapped in a blanket,

lying in a manger!’

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of
others—the armies of heaven—praising God:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,’ they sang,
‘and peace on earth for all those pleasing him."

When this great army of angels had returned
again to heaven, the shepherds said to each other,
ethichem! Let's see this
wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord

‘Come on! Let’s go to

has told us about.’

They ran to the village and found their way to
Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in
the manger.” (Luke 2:8-16)

—From The Living Bible -

Scots Celebrate
Hogmanay, Day
Of First-Footing

What's Hogmanay? It's
the Scottish name for New
Year's Eve — and first foot-

Ing 15 what they call the

tradition that dletates Beot-
tish hospitality for the New
Yeur celebration, '

The flrat person to cross
the threshold of any house
on that occasion suf-
g?sed to do so hringing gifts

his or her host — gifts of
food or coal, both tokens of

warmith and {ricndliness. In

return, the Nrat-foocter re-
celves a drink.,

But that's not all, People
used to compete vigorously
for the honor of belng a
first-footer, and ran races
fromm door to door. Thelr
hosts milght or might not be
hnpp}f to weltome the visl-
tars, IT the fiest-footer were
o woman, 1t meant bad luck
for thefycar. Bt it was good
uek 1f the first person
across the threshold were a
man, espeeially one known
to have heen born feet fore-
most—still better if he hap-

ened to be dark rather

han falr,

Why thre word Hogma-
nay? That's o mystery still
— slmilar wards occut else-
where, but orlgins are un-
certain, at best,

The Donkey,
A Family Favorite
The donkey. or ass, was
the most valuable animat
to the biblleal family, and
alsg the most econiomieal,
since he ate only p quarter
as much barley as o horse,
The most menial of ani-
mals, he was famous for hils
stamina and sure-footed-
nrss. Humble ns his status
wns, he would bear the cam-
eleer ony his back, and lead
the long, stately strings of
camels across the desert.
Even poor fumilies, Lke
Joaeph's of Nasareih,
could afford one donkey,
whiclh they trimmed wi
biue beads and red wool to
:11'}1“ thelr pride al owner-
p.

A barnyard fuil of very
merry Christmas wishes to
you. From ever grateful folks here.
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“Hello” to our many friends and neighbors

5 who have done much
A ' to make the

- "'M :] past year a
1 ﬂ - -y memorable one
' for us, we

thank you
mast heartily.
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