Every codntry' different

Global yuletide customs

Mistletoe, Santa Claus, let-
ters to Santa, Christmas cus-
toms galore—where did they
all begin?

The customs of Christmnes
come from many lands and
many eras, They evolve from

agan ceremonies into

ristinn ritvals. And they:

strelch from West to East,
from North to South, as each
country contributes some-
thing special and traditional
:ﬂn the celebrations of the holi-

}t#

When sedsonal galety vinga
out in Canada, the merriment
is echoed in Mexico.- When
North or South Americans
gather for Christmas feati-
vities, the ﬁople of Sweden
are doing the same—and so
are Lhe peoples of Holland

and France and Taly and
Spaln and countless othe
pean counlries, :

In the far Fast, Christian
communities spread Lhe cus-
toms of Christman, which
mingle with the year-end
ceremonies observed by
Lthoae of other failhs.

That the legend and lore of
Christmas knhowa no boun-
dayies is illustrated In the
follawing round-up of Yule
tide customs, based on [n-

formation provided by the
editora of Encyclopedla
International.

From the north of England
comes the happy cusiom of
the kissing hﬁu%:'n. A lnrﬁe
hoop, twined with greens, Iy
decorated with a&ptes and
condles. And in the center
there's mistletoe—stignal for
exchanging kisses,

Custom of writing lettersto -

Santa Claus may have begun
in Austria, where, long ago, it
was an Advent tradition for

of

The true meaning of Christmas stems
from the message, that heralded His
birth. . . “Peace on Earth, Good Will o
* All Men'’, We wish a generous share

spiritval happlness for you.

And we take this oppertunity to thank
you for your friendly good will.

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kinal and Staff

children {o write lelters
containing Yists of what they'd

' like 10 recelve on St. Nicho-

lag’ Day.

From itely comes a most

ic addition to Chriatmas

ore. For three weeks durin
the Christmna seagon, child-
ren traditionally go from
place to place reclting Christ-
mas poems. They ex
coins in return, to buy holiday

goodies.
In Sweden

An anclient custom that is
still observed In some, Swed-
ish households today is that of
"dipping bread into the pot.”
Each person dips a piece of
bread Into pork and zausage
iiriﬂplngu and eats it for good
uck.

A procession which blends
pagen and Christmas cus-
toms is part of Lhe legend and
fore ol the holiday in Huppin,
Germany. A rider on a white
horse, symbelizing the horse
of the pagon god Wotan, leads
the parade. He is followed by
Father Christmas, who ia
decked with ribbons and car-
rles candy and fruit.

A Swiss custom that dates
back to the Middle Ages is to
gtart the New Year free of
debts. December 6th, the
feast of St. Nicholas of Myra,
the first Santa Claus, i1 the
day sel to meet 8]l menetary
nhﬁgutinns such as renls and
martgages.,

Holland custom

For St. Nicholas season, it's
traditional In Holland to
make flat cakes called Kloss-
ies, Once exclusively made in
the form of the hﬁahnp. St.
Nicholas, Hlausljes now take
;lirli_‘{ form of bird, beast or

sh.

ONE VERSION

When o 10-year-old boy
came home (rom Sunday
school, his mother asked him
what he had learned that day.
“Well, said the boy., “‘our
teacher told us about how God
sent Moses behind the enemy
lines to rescuc the laraclites
from the Egyptians. He

brought them to the Red Sen,

and then Moscs ordered the
engineers-to build o pontoon
bridge. After they nli crossed
over, lhey looked back and
saw the Egyptian tanks
coming. Quick as a [lash,
Moses grabbed his walkic-
talkie and asked the alr lorce
to send bombers Lo blow up
the bridge and save the
Isroelites.””

“"Bobby!"" exclaimed his
mother. “'Is that really the
way Lhe teacher told the
story?” "Well, not exactly,”
Bobby admitted. “But if I told
it her way, you'd never
helieve it!”

. more space

The Acton Free Press, Wad., Dec. 19, 1973

C2)

A DOZEN WAYS TO SAY
. 4
“Merry Christmas!”’
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e Know What
Conestoga “Wassail’’ Means?

hits record

A record 5,358 students are
currently enrolled in evening
courseg at Conestoga College
of Arplied Arts and
Technology's seven cenlres.

The enrolment, as of the
end of Qclober, eclipsed the
previous  high of 3,472
atudents recorded at the
same (ime a year ogo.

College offlcials said new

courses heing offered (his
year in the continuing
cducation program are also
at an all-time high.
. As an example of the In-
creasing popularity of the
college's cvening education
program, officials pointed out
thal just two years aga there
was a total of only 1,977
students taking these cour-
508, ,

{Inc stumbling block facing
the college In its plans to
expand the program is the
limited amount of suitable
space avallable in the area.

The college plans to rent
n order Lo
establlsh new courses for the
program.

Right now, the college renis
facilitles in a four-county
reglon—Wellington, Huron,
Walerloe and Perth—within
ils jurisdiction.

ese facilitics, many of
themn make-shlft at best,
consist of church halls, golf
club hoeses and in one case, a

garaﬁ,ei

.. College officlals malntain
the “overwhelming success"
of parttime courses are due In
most instances lo improved
planning development and
promotion.

The officiels also attribute
the program's success (o
*giving the public the kind of

ucational expetiences they
identify with and desire.”

May the peace and serenity
of this Roliday season fill you
with hearthaide warmth, For your kind patronage, our thanks.

‘This anclent word, famil-
lar to us from song and
story, tomes from the An-
glo-Baxon warda “Wes hael"”
— which means "be whole,"
or in more modern termna
"Qood Health,” 1t was used
as n toast, belore liiting
one's glass — and hy exten-
glon came Lo mean & drink-
ing s0ng.

Tuberculosis [s not wiped
out in Canada . . . there were
3,909 new active cases and 570

_ Yeactivated cases in Canadan

| Carolling,

mass are
tradition

In the mountain regions of
;ﬁ'esteE J\}:straliai. einure vil-
ages join in carol singlag on
Christmas Eve, inn
with the famHy living farth
from the viilage church,
torch-bearing cerollers form
EI prucfhsnlnn‘ At eacl: houm;
along the wa greet ngs o
“Frochliche % eihnachten”
are exchanged, and the
inhabitants fall 'in 1line.
Eventually, the whole
population ia part of lﬂle
parade as it arrives at the
church steps in time for Mid-
night Mass.

Christmas Eve carol-sing-
ing and Midnight Mags are
nlso a part of the British
hollday tradition, The custom
of hanglng up mistliefoe dates

back to the Drulds, who usaed
ihe plant in the rellgious rites.

Burning the Yule log I
anolher custom borrowed by
the Britiah from the Vikinga.

As many as one milllon
medical  services are
rovided yearly for Canad-

“1ans suffering from asthma

s0ys the Halton Tuberculosia
and Respiratory Disease
Association, the Christmas
Seal organization.
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CHRECLINVG

This Christmas, let the bright rays of
jove, peace and understanding
_entar our hearts and shine there always,

Frank Toth Motors

12 Guelph St. Acton
853-1840
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DAN KOCIUK, JOHN BUGALA AND STAFF
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