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An early winter afternoon

~Photo by Bob Dye

Members of Acton Planning
Thursday evening under sad clr-
cumstances. The death of chair-
man Sid Saitz the previous week
postponed end of the term Yuletide
festivities creating a void which
members filled with a few minutes
of remembrance.

It was also a sad occasion
because the last Acton planning
board was being incorporated into
the town of Halton Hills and some
?tl‘ the town’s autonomy went with
Some members of the board are
applying to serve on the new Halton

Hills planning advisory sub--

committee where their experience
and knowledge of the area should
be invaluable, But it won't be the

-
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Bill SMILEY

Perhapa someane who has gone the
whole course cién tell me when one's
chilldren stop depending on thelr parents
when It comesa to the-clutch,

Is it in thelr lorties, fiftics, sixties?
Cartainly it is not In their twenties.

: Recenlly, we recelved n note from our

son Hugh, to tell us he was taking some

h?i]l:h}'s and would be home for a few days'
viait.

I thought, "Good. He's saved some
money and won'l arrive broke, os usual.”
He had. :

: Some dafm later, In & tale
versation with
_ that Hugh had dropped il to aee her, and
had drifted off, muttering something about
ggLng to Chicago. That is & slightly rounda-
t way of getting to our place.

_And a few daya later Lhere was a collect

- call from Houston, Texas, You guessed it.

Hugh, flat broke, Could we wire him mency
for fare to gel home?

phone con-

He was crafty enough to call when I
was at work. i would probably have
refused the collect cell, and regretted later.
Or I'd have shouted, ‘'No, I will not send
fnu the price of one serving of Kentucky
ried chicken"”, and alammed - up the
receiver.

- But he sweet-talked his mother for five
minutes before he po the question. She
was not only affranted but taken aback and
didn't think quickly enough to tell him we
mﬂm off to Florida or the west coast or

ﬂnugl'ntrr- Eim, we .leamed |

She waffled a bit, and eventunlly said
she'd see what his Dad sald bul pol to ex-
pect anything. He aighed with relief and
told her whete to send the money.

! ecome home from work on a Friday
after a hard week. All 1 wanted was to get
my shocs off, have o quict drink before
dinner, and read the latest goodies about
the energy crisls.

And all 1 got was o family crisis, a
scramble to the bank, and o dash to get to
the tﬂlﬂﬁl‘ﬂiﬂ} office before it closed for the
weekend. ¢ ;

Al first I atood my ground. Not a penny.
Lot him starve in Houston. At least he won't
freeze to death (he'd airily told his mother
it was B degrees down there,)

And she agreed with me. “'He doesn’t
descrve n cent. He was told he was never to
do that again. Ungratefu! young pup. Why
deesn't he hitchhike home?”

“*Well,” 1 said, *'some of those southern
states are pretty tough on hilchhikers.
Throw them in jall {for a month." :

I could just gee her thinking of her first-
born slaving on a Georgia chaln-gang or
something of the sort. After a heated half-
hour, we agreed that money isn't every-
thing. that you can’t take it with you, that

he's the only son we have, that it would be

nice to see him, and that I'd better hustle if
1 wanted to get to the bank in time.

It cost me about §115, counting the bus
fare nnd grub to get home, the cost of the

collect call, and the charge for sending the |

money.

That’s what 1 call sending goed money
nfter good. Of course, Hugh wmﬂdn‘l dream
of nceepting a gilt. It was strietly a loan.
According to hls {igures, he now owes me
$380. without interest, and will have the

whole thing peaid off any time now. .

According to my figures, he owes moe
$880.46, ot eight per cent interest, and he'l)
never pay It off, ;

This has becn happening o me for
years. First the kids go to thelr mother, and
soften her up. Then she comes to me, and
softens me up. Then 1 go back to the kids
and practically apologize for being so slow
with the loot.

Of course, I renson, Hugh's only o kid,
Practically a baby. He wan't be twenty-
seven until July, You can’t expeet him, at
that tender age, to know cnough to SAVE
SOME MONEY FOR BUS FARE HOME!

" But that other kid. She's o different

- malter. She's almost 8 mother. And she

pulled a swifty on us this week, Another
collect call, on Sunday. Nice to hear her.
Asked how big the tummy was. All very
mautey and maternal.

Then came the punch line. Don, her
husband, was on the way up from the city
with their cat, to put in otir care, He had o
hitchhike because he couldn't bring the cat
on a bus. Her mother nearly blew a cork.
Thedonged cal isn’t troined.

So we have two additions Lo the house-
hold this week., Two fal cats. One in the
backyard, vowling to get in. The other
watching T‘.hﬁluepinfg till noon, and waltin
to put the bile on me for more bus lare hm:E
to his job in Quebec.

I shoulda been a cranky old bachelor.

- scarce, and fish, while
took time to catch. With little or no

Back Issues of The Free Press

20 years ago

Takan [rom the lsawe of the Free Press,
Tharsday, December 24, 1953,

The largest number of children ever to
be presented with gila at the annual Beard-
more Christmas party crowded the Roxy
Thestre last Friday aflernoon, Master of
ceremonies R. K. Parker called the names
ﬂlmmmﬁ!m tothe age of 14 as
they received their gifts from Santa. Enter-
tainment was .

Junlor and senior assemblies and
M\s in the kindergarten started the

holidays happtly. L Masters

ted Mr. Mann afn rof gloves on

[ of the students, Keith Ranney was

chalrman for the senior assembly. Carvl

singing was led by E. Smith. Gloves and a
scar{ were presenied to Mr. Price.

Christmas dinner was enjoyed by the
Rotarians in the Dominion Hotel. Conlests
were directed and musical numbers were
given Ed Watson on his 12-stringed
guitar, ty was caused by the ex-
change of distributed by Biil Coon.

' m'?:im the Y nlf ok m:'ﬁ
pursexy o . The youngsters a
about 40 mothers were gathered for the

Excitement ran high at the Baptist

" solo by Ru

50 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press
Thursday, December 20, 192,

The firat of the long list af Christmas
trees of this commun Il'.:‘vﬂ for the festive

senson was held on Monday evening In the
Methodist Sunday School room. There were

"~ choruses, piano solo bwarjarie Switzer,

Helen alne Ostrander,
splelvogel with chorus by
10 young ladies; character sketches by
Robert Kerr and selections by the Sunday
School orchestra. Mrs. Ada Ostrander had
charge of the amme. A feature which
m'e unbounded joy was the arrival of
ta Claus welcomed by superintendent
A. T. Brown. The worthy impersonator of
Santa was none other than Mr. Charles
Wilson, the fatherly superintendent of the
Hydro-Electric plant here.

The annual meeting of the Children's
Aid Society was held in Milton. Inspector
W. H. Stevnrt reported on the chil in
care at th : Gorden Home, There have been
181 children involved the Rast yeur.

Acton lost one of its honored and
venerable citizens las! Saturday when
death came to Mr. Thomas Stalham. He
was bormn in England in 1842 and came to
Canade, living at etown. He was
woutnded in the Civil War. He came Lo Acton
38 years ago and was a baker.

Christmas servicea at the Methodist
church will be led by a choir of 60 voices.

(erman toys are flooding the Canadian

recitations

market this year, being so cheap the toys -

made in Canada find it hard to compete.

Sleighs and cutlers are running and the
merry sleigh bells heard now.

The usual quiet of Limehouse was
disturbed by a visit from the {
visiting = of citizens “looxing for
m ne. One resident has been sum-
moned to court in Acton today.

. put in. There will be 56

79 years ago

Taken from the Jssue of the Free Preas,
Thursday, December 15, 1854,

Halton elected Mr. Barber a second time
in the by-election Thursday. The contest
was a hot one. |

Twenty-four brand new teachers have
completed the model school courses at
Milton. Among them are Minnie Bennett
and Minnie Holmes.

An ap ching wedding at Everion is
maki ¢ dressmakers busy just now and
is g for trade generally. Dame Rumor
has it that there will be nearly 200 guests,

Mr. Chas. Humphries, tea merchant,
was in Acton on Saturday and he says that
during the 23 years that he has been travel-
ling he never encountered roads drifted
worse. He upset six times inside of three
miles, and had to get out to break the road.
This was on the cross road {from-Acton to
the Eramosa Hoad. He says many of the
side lines are drifted level wilth the fences.

Comploints have been made that in
trimming the trees at various points in
town, for the electric wires to pass through,
the workmen have not trimmed them
evenly, with a view to their future well-
balanced appearance. The authorities
explain that the present trimming is but
temporary and in the ﬁng the trees will
be in satisfactory shape,

fr. W. A. Campbell, road instructor for
the province, has been making a tour and it
is likely statute labor will be abolished and

for improving main roads may be
m by the %ﬁpﬂiﬂﬁ_ d

The naminations, coming on Christmas

day, will be but thinly attended. the

mast ardent municipal peliticians will jeo-
pardize their Christrnas dinner to attend

the nominations.
Most of the electric light poles have been
ic lights on the
Etree{a

Qhiristmas examinations at the school
Wednesday. The public wiil be welcomed.

same, Members of the advisory
board will be selected from written

apflicutinnﬁ from resldents of
Halton Hills who have signifled
they would like to serve.

Planning will be mainly a
reglonal responsibility after
January 1, as a joint planning aren
under the Planning Act, to be
known as the Halton Planning
arca. Each area municlpality is
constituted a subsidiary planning
area and the council shall have all
the powers of a planning board
under the Planning Act and no area
municipality shall establish a
planning board, the Act to establish
regional government in Halton
states,

When the Minister has approved
an official plan adopted by the
regional council every official plan
and every by-law passed under
section 35 of the Planning Act or a
predecessor in effect in the plan-

Planning board’s demise significant

ning area affected must be

amended to conform and no officlal
plun of subsidlary planning area
shall be approved that does not
conform.

So plans for this municipality
have been taken mainly out of our
hands and placed In a wider sphere
of interest. That is why It was so
important Acton Planning Board
completed their study of the town
80 recommendations could be
made to its successors regarding
the town's future,

They have done a commendable
job despite the criticism levelled at
some aspects of the study. It has
also been done with the best In-
terests of the municipality at hédart,

As planning board and other

town bodies close their official |

dutles we can't help but feel a little
of ourselves goes with them.
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Christmas Cheer among the
earliest pioneers in Upper Canada
(Ontario) varied greatly, fer what
we think of as Christmas fare was
very scant,

In the earliest period before the

War of 1812, salt pork, potatoes and
and Indian corn were the only

supplies avaiiable. To obtain flour,
the settler’'s grain had to be
carried—often on his back— to a
distant mill for grinding. Children
were fed porridge made from
Indian corn, boiled sometimes for a
whole day to produce a soft mush.

Occasionally the settlers were
able to shoot partridge, pigeon or
game, but powder and shot were
plentiful,

- Old-time Christmas hard

fencing, chickens and [fvestock
could not be kept because of the all-
enclosing forest, into which they
were likely to stray and be lost,

As for the quality of pioneer
cooking, Dr. Willlam Dunlop, the
“Backwoodsman’’, who wrote one
of the earliest accounts of life in
Canada, quotes the old saw: “God
sends meat and the devil cooks".
Not surprising, since without cold
storage {acilities, butter, milk and
cheese soon became rancid.

As the years passed and con-
ditions improved, holiday fare
became more plentiful. Ann
Langton, in her journal (published
as “A Gentlewoman in Upper
Canada”) describes a Christmas
party in 1838, just a year after the

Rebellion, She tells of “‘popping
three plum puddings into the pot”
for a holiday dinner, which in-
cluded ‘‘soup, boiled pork (the
national dish), rogst goose, chicken
ple and vegetables, with a second
course of plum pudding, apple tart
and a- trifle", -
Winters were really cold in
those ecarly days. The winter of
1833, the mercury froze in the
thermometer, which touched 40
below zero. But travel on Upper
Canada’s primitive roads was
better when they were .snow-
packed. And Christmas visiting
was popular, the snugly dressed
guests arriving insleighs or even in
wagon boxes mounted on runners.

Too commercialized?

Christmas is too
mercialized? Humbug!

Christmas is what we-as in-
dividuals make it., It might as
easily be said to be too roman-
ticized or too selfish a season,

If we think of the birth the
season signifies and turn off our
understanding at that age of Jesus'

"com-

“childhood we lose the heart of

Christianity antd fail prey to the
theory of it being too romanticized
4

a Season. '

It is true that Christmas is too
commercialized if we decide it is
necessary to spend more than we
have, to display the love or af-

fection which we scrimped on-

during the year.

There is a pattern, perhaps
rationalized by the gifts of the Wise
Men, of giving gifts at Christmas.
We doubt the wise men's gifts
impoverished them or put them

into debl for months ahead. Their

gifts were symbols,

It is not required that gifts at
Christmas should deprive us of -

necessities. The simplest gift will

ov

December 14, 1973,
Dear Mr. Editor:

This is an open
to direct to

Burli

answered,

1t is incomprehensible to me that if the

of a local councillor is full time, how a
jansl Counciller can make a full time
pc;sl.inn of it; if in fact that is what is

al wr our councillors.

regional councillors increased
salaries from $4,000 to $8,500.00, in addition
et $5,500.00 for sitting on
or & total of $14,300 an-
nually, one-third of which is tax free giving
them an effective salary of about $17,000 to

to which they
local councils,

$18,000. per year, in addition to which they

receive 15¢ per mile gas allowance on their

CATS. §

To add insult to injury, by law they are
under no obligation to attend any local

letter which I would like
ional councillors in our area
and in particular, Len Coxe and Tom Hill.

I attended the ratepayers’ meeting in
nglon & week ago and heard many eye
opening quegtions which [ feel must be
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be as appreciatively received if
given and received in respect and
understanding. And the simplest
gift may be nothing more tangible
than a visit, a letter or a persona
greeting, s s

It might be said Christmas is &
selfish season. People don’t share
as openly with others less f{or-
tunate, it can be argued. It is true
that the method of ‘‘sharing’ has
changed, however. Helping the
“poor’” at Christmas has now been
altered to provide help on a year-
round basis through a society that
has built in such assistance.

Groups that have tried to find
areas of need have often been
frustrated when they find help
from others has already filled
freezers and stockings. The
thought of caring cannot go un-
noticed though.

Christmas will be as we make
it—personally. It is a season with
the ingredients for the sharing of
goodwill and goed fellowship but
we become the container within
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council meetings for which they are being
id. Beth the regional and local councillor
s are considered part-time, taking about
15 hours a week in all. Should this command
a healthy full time wage?

Even if the regional councillors take the
position Lhat they do not know as yet how
much titne is involved in this newly created
job, would it not be more responsible to

their electors (o wait six months and then

resct their woges? Or in the alternative, set
up a study ta (ind out what the country folk
think of a raise in their taxes for this pur-
pose? T noticed a distinct lack of their in-
tention before these men were electad. Mo
mention was made of it. haven't even
tackled the job yet and they have voted for
More money.

Do the regional councillors believe that
this is a full ime job? If they do, then I
expect any cne of us could reach them
during the course of most days at an office
number and that they would diligently be
working on being e councillor for us eight

hours a day, five days a2 week. And, of
course, they wouldn't have time for any
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which the mix s made—
successfully or otherwise,

The cheery greeling starts with
us—the forgotten slight starts with
us—the appreciation spoken for the
efforts of others staris with us,

The Christmas spirit is within us
year-round but at this season of the
year some magic loosens it and we
are inclined to allow that spirit
freer reign, It sometimes surprises
us,

We shoutld all seek the happiness
of the season for it is a festive
celebration, enjoy the gaiety of the
tinsel and colored lights for their
welcome brightness, participate in
the sharing of gifls and greetings,
seek to spread the joy of Christmas
to others who may be alone or
lonely, uniock our reign on that
intangible spirit that it might
lighten the burden of others.

Too commercialized? Too
romanticized? Too -gel-
fish?...humbug. Chrli]ﬂunai is iwhat
we—personally—will make it in
spirit and in deed.
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Regional councillors’ salaries questioned

other full time job or for (hat matier most
other part time jobs.

It brings to mind my husband’s story
feliow applied for ﬂnilim for which
he was over-qualified. My husband stated
that Lhe job would be toc easy for him. To
;tllflc:ujm replied, “But | could make [t

if S

welcomed by the councillors to
their {ime and enerq -0
work? Nol very iikely!
fedm lining | pl::ht:
t your
and tears of people who
hard wﬂmummm
one-qua mooey
for a part-time job;
trusting way will
taxes have increased
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