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TRADING POSTS built by the North
West Cumﬁlany were made of thé same
t and sill construction as the home of
ugh MacMillan in Nassagaweya. The
sauth side of the house shown at upper
right, faces out from a hilltop over some
of the most beautiful coun in the
township. Upper left photo shows the
corner where the mortice and tenon idea
isused. A grooved log fits into the post on
the side and held w:th long hardwood
ins, Lower left shows the early
nadian furniture in the home against
the rough log interior. The windows were
made in replica of the type used during

the 18th century.
(Photos by J. Beaton)

An early
Canadian

log home
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EARLY CANADIAN pine table and wood box are shown in the living
room of the MacMillan home. The open-type ceiling with side beams can
be seen here. Logs from four Ontario barns were used to construct the
home built in post and sill construction.

{Phutnhy J . Beaton)
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Model RZM 176
wit W Very smactly styled in jot

A black with teak grain and
X ¥ brushed chrome trim, this
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high performances AM/FM

partable i built 1o give

plessure for yesars, Thars

i conveamnt drum tuning for
for both AM and FM bandy

| AFC on FM locks In the

stotion selectnd, Telescopic

svivetiing FM antanna,

oide volurme and tona con-

trols. This unit operates

on both battery and AC

povwer srd haa handy

Buill-in cord storage

compart ment,

Complete with ssrphane,

i C hatterie.

*49.95
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Model RZG 136

Accurate logarithmic scale  for volume ahd tone. || 50
dial with drum stideruls Hapndsome black and f.'l"lrnml1
AM tuning AC or batiwy cabinet complete with

operstion. Slide contrals  onrd sTorege compartment,
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Qle wish evexyone
A Very Mexvy Chaistmag
and A Happy New Uea
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54 MILL ST. - ACTON -
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Spanish styla cabinet ol celected hardwood
O solidy and voneors in Cantury Oak finish, e
Ko Slide ruln vorniar tuning for accurale slation | =
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SECOND SECTION
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by Joyce B-entun

The logs from four Ontario
barns that dated back as far
as 1620 have been used to
build the home of Hugh and
Muriel MacMillan, The hand-
hewn house sits high on a hill
on 10 acres east of the Guelph
Line on 25 Slderoad in
Nassagaweya.,

Hugh MnacMillan, a field
ltaison olficer for the Ontario
Government Archives, has
always {ell that not enough

f;in Canada build in log.
¢ considers It no harder to
build a log house than any

" olher form of construction. -

“Considering the historical
signtficance to the country as
well a8 our abundance of
more Canadians
should try {t,”* he says.

To hear Hugh describe the
bullding process Is a history
lesson In  itsell. Different
frem most log
Ontarlo, it is. built by post-
nnd-sill  construction. For

nostalgic reasons, the first .

basic logs were dismantied
and shipped 350 miles from
two barns in Glengarry
County. His Scottish an-
cestors, one of whom was
James MacMillan, a partner
in the North West Company,
setlled in Glengarry County.

Local batrms
Two local barma, one in
Milton and one in

Nassagaweya, were alzo used
when Hugh realized he

wouldn‘t  have ennugh
material.
Each square log Is seeured

by mortlise and tenon into
corner posts. This is the style
used by the North West
Company for all its trading
posts. If & bottom log rots and
starts to sag, the whole wall
doesn't sag with it since each
log is supported in-
dependently al each end.
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houses in

Say a Merry Christmas with

YARD GOODS

% Price sale on one group of
woollen sultings and coating.

SIMPLICITY ST"I"LE AND McCALL PATTERHS

Hinton’s 5° to *1 Store
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Historian uses barn materials

modern” rustic house of logs

Hardwood pins arc used to tie
it together.

French Influence

However, Lt looks for all the
world like an old fur trading
post. This method of building
originated in Brittany,
France, and was introduced
in New France by settlers
from that province. The
French influence in the fur
trade spread the method stlil
further to the bullding of

trading posts. Outside of the
reconstruction of Fort

Despite the fact the logs are
old, the architectural plan is
not atterned after &
historical building. As =
matier of fact Hugh borrowed

Ll;-e floor plan from friends of
s

To the young and young-at-heart. Our
holiday wishes...heartielt appreciation.
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ARCHIVIST HUGH MACMILLAN sits before a are not using

Willlam, Hugh figures it Is

one of the only bulldings in

Ontario built in that style,
The actual log construction

was done by a local barn -

framer, John Simpson, and
John Henry made the
authentic-lype windows. With
the exception of the plum-
hini heating and electrical
H and his three
teen-ag sons warked
we-zkends using broad axes to
¢ logs down lo the

Prnper dlmensinns before
itting them into the walls.
Concealed between the logs

as well as wooden stufling are
sirips of insulation which
give added
against lncleme
Historlcal
The house provides 3,000
squarc feet of living space,
Upstairs is a living room with
%aig stone fireplace and log
mantel. The wide barn beams
enhance the open-type
ceiling. Living room, kitchen,
three bedrooms  and
bathroom all loock ocut on a
lorious view of
assagnweya countryside. A
wooden balcony runs along

weather.

rotection .

roaring fire burning in the stone fireplace of his log

| home in Na

ssagaweya. Mr. MacMillan is an
} historian who thinks it a pity that more Canadians

the whole of the south side of
the house.

The lower level has a
family roem panelled in barn
siding, with a second large
stone [fireplace. Also down-
stairs is another bedroom, a
bathroom, cold storage room,
wurkahu und Hugh s office.

Hu a fascinating man
to talk to. Hls job as archivist
takes him all over the country
tracking down historically-
important documents, pic-
tures and other material.

He and a group of {riends
have re-chartered the North
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lng cmutrucﬁun when building
homes. He 1s surrounded in the living room by

West Company. They have
mnde canoe trips, retracin

the voyageurs routes an
Ee&nwing their traditions.

rigades of the NWC have
trﬂvellcd in Interior British
Columbia, the length of the
Great Lakes, across the
pralries and on many of the
river routes of the Hudson's
Bay and St. Lawrence
watersheds,

Authentle

The 26 foot long canoes are
replicas (in blrch, cedar or,
fibre glass) of the famed -
Montreal and North canoes. -
The brigades are - selfs}
contained, carrying all their
awn food and gear, Even the
clothing worn by brigade
members {8 as authentic as "
possible, The routes them- -
gelves are living history
lessona. ]

He and his rlends are also :

interested in the reproduction -
of guns used by traders and.-
formed a group called the @
Upper Canada Rifles. Last-

January they gathered at the

then partlally-constructed log
house in Nassagaweya for a -
shoot, costumed in the
authentic dress of the fur:
trader. Only muzzle loading
rifles-are used by the P
Hugh MacMillan Is intent -
rnn bringing Canadian
tory allve, He publishes a -
{Vurnal called the Nor'
ester and is o speaker on -
subjects related to the fur-
trade. He no doubt recejves
much inspiration from lHving
in his own Iug house and.
surrounded - by early”
Canadian furniture and ar-
tifacts. :
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pieces of early Canadian furniture.
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(Photo by J. Beaton)




