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Acton's first Grand Trunk rnllwnﬁ station,

Glass windbreak now symbol of CN in Acton

This is progress?

That's probably a first reaction
to the three plctures of rallwa
stations here since the first wood-
burning locomotive thundered as
far as Acton in 1856, |

The first railway - station is
described in Acton's Early Days
with evident distaste. ‘'The con-
venience of the ratlway, its aidings
and swiiches, were evidently
carefully considered, but any con-
alderation of the comigrt or con-
venisnce of the public was

manifestly never in the noodies of
the projectara of the road.”

The second station bullt in 1805,
it is recorded, was ‘‘commodious,
modern, artistic and substantial
and In its construction throughout
the firsf concern has evidently been
for the comfort and convenience of
the truvelling public.” It was torn
down this year,

What can we say about the third
(and final?) accommodation of CN
ssengers? Editorial writers of

e past would have blistered the

I've mentioned this bulore, but of recanl
gars there soems to be a Ioverish desire to
. "ged back to the land."’ _ .

There are many aspecta of this, of
cotrss. Thore is the young peaple’s
determination to got away from it all: the
pollution, the commercialiam, the
matorialism - and live a simplo life, close
to nature, communel Rharing, erganic fouds
grown with thelr own pink little
materlatistic hands, and so on.

Thia usually ends in failure. Not becauze
thoy den't mean well, but because tho
simply don't have a clue about the land.

Most of them aro the products of middle-

clasa life, and whon it comea to doing
something, they can't do anything. .

They can't mitk a cow. They can't nall
two boards togather without making & hand
sandwich. They're used to staying up all
night and sleeping all day, and the land
docan’t go for that. And they don't realize
that among every group of people who live
at close quarters, there iz at least one
coward, one rotter who can't eal turnipa,
and one who should have beon born a pig.

These thingn lead to a certain amount of
disillusion. Oh, they have serious meetings,
and they set up committees, and they study
their navela. But it usunlly winds up the
same. Mervyn, who is a alight, emeral
poet, winds up chopping all the lirewood,
along with his foot.

(ieorge, the vital, hairy, press-an (ype,
likes to sieep until 11 a.m. and complains
for the reat of the day about the food.
Sylvia, the [rail and fragile folk-singer,
carties eight buckets of walter and feeds the

(they always have cne pig). And
oluptua, strong as & bull, gets up late,
demands collee, strums her gultur, and

complaina about the bugs. Myrtle who

dropped out of univeraity becauee life was

. *hlrrﬂlw_nnl"_. winda up doing all the dirty
Rhes.

John, the third-year dfup—nut from ar-

chitocture, |8 glven tho job of building a
hackhouse, Wilh compass and calipers, he
Jays it all out. He oven digs the hole. He
comploles the bullding, the grand unvelling
takes place, and it is discovered that the
hole is three feet wider than the atructure.

Pegdy, the drop-out oceanographer, (s
putlnmr e of the water supply. There ik a
woll, thm:i] ritghtly decrepit and full of
froge and snekes. With commondable
courage, she dumpa a quart of potasaium
cyanide In the well, 1t ia not well done, and

for the next month, lhe?' walk three milesto
,n ‘

ithe nearest farmer's [or [resh water.

And so an. ;

This |8 just a sample and I'm not
knecking it. These le are learning
somothing besides writing esanys,
demonatrating against practicall

m'errihln ., and amoking pot. Eventually,
Cyrl wlllﬁimver that :

u can't milk a dry
cow. Janice will learn that if you pick up a
long-talled, sweet little kitten, you might
get o shot of exotle perfume. Good for them

all,

Then there's the other type of back-to-
the-landers. They are new immigrants.
Europeans who wouldn't have had a hope of
owning some land in the old country.
;ul;!‘hhuy practically anything, es long as it's
and.

They form a syndicate of familles, move
in, work like dogs. They live In the city
because that's where their skills are. But
when they atleck a piece of the land, they
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The oid station was replaced by a new one In 1905 and hu-rﬂ_ the name Actan West,

railway with adjectives and

complaint, no doubt, for building a

windbreak In place of a regular
facility. :
But times have changed. Tho
town does not rely principally on a
railway for transportation,

Still. we wonder if the CN

-leﬂlﬂﬂiﬂlﬂ have looked far enough

into the future? The energy crisis
and the congeation en roads has
brought a new era for public trans-
portation — a development the
glide rule people of the CN seem (o

¢

move, Kverybody works, There's a slone
mason or two, & carpenter, a roofer, a
plumber, and electrician, and a farmer.

They are used lo the big-family, cam-
munal 1fe. Within weeks, they have
everything wnrltinﬁ. They'll have a cow
that's not only milking, bul [deuciﬂu f
calf. They'll have a sow that's going to
dellver sixteen piglets, They'll have hens
that are laying. Thelr women can produce &
huge pot of something out of nothing. Kids

happy, mosquitoe-scarred and everywhere.
Dieus them. -

" And then there's the third t}}pe. like a
couple of colleagues of mine. A few

ago they bought 100 acres of — uh — land.
Pﬂnd you, there was a house on it, and a
harn.

One is n Doctor of Philosophy, whose
thesis was on Wordsworth's Influence on
18th Century Political Thought. The other s
a clvil engineer, who is extremely uncivil
when he has to do any engineering. He has
been known o tear off a screen door when
he couldn’t get it to fit, and has been heard
hy reliable witnesses to attack the furnace
with a shovel and appropriats language,
when It wasn't working satisfactorily.

They've - both been working like
maniacs. They tore all the shingles off the
side of the old iog house and apparently pul
them on the . They have te walk only

uarters of a mile to got Lo the
homeslead.

Their only real problem now is to bulld a
bridge across a stream, for access to the

perty, and then a hall-mile road to the
armhouse. :

1 would cross & hridﬂ:.! buillt by my civil
engineer {riend only with water-wings. And
I would drive up a road built by the Doctor
only with & helicopter. However, it takes all
kinds. And 1 did promise to come up and
cook for them for a few days. They are

living on beans, out of the cen. Perhaps a

good ateak and salad might drive them on
to greater and worse efforts, while I sit on
the porch, with gin and tenie, directing

weeks”

have missed, They were 80 intent
on wiping out passenger service o
small cities and .towns they've
falled to feel the pulse of this
nation.

. Now when public transportation

is being revived along Canada’s
railway netwerks (supposedly)
Acton s without an adequate
rallwgy station, = Possible
passehgers must either travel
elsewhere or board the two trains
which stop here each day.

~ At the end of this year the Gf)

Another viewpoint

The bureaucra tic oc topus

St. Marys Journal - Argus

Canadians are, in the view ol

many, slowly being “strangled”’ by

the ever burgeoning of" the
in this.
country. At the present rate’ of
bureaucratic growth, we must soon
reach the stage where half the
population of Canada will be
working to pay the other hall.
Perhaps we have reached this

bureaucratic ‘‘octopus’’

stage”?

The stranglehold of the publie
service mandarins in Ottawa, who
perpetuate
their kind and thinking as new
while our
elecled representatives come and
ga, is becoming apparent even (o
It is

these mandarins who formulate
_ policy at all Jevels and more and
more become convinced that they
know a lot more about running the

remain in office and

recruits are added,

the less observant citizen.
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Traln system, a joint operation of
the Ontario Government and the
CN, is extending its operation from
Unijon Station in Toronto as far as
Georgelown. Theoretically Acton
and district will have a station
because the town and Esquesing
will a{l be part of the new town of
Hullon Hille. Geographically we
are just as far from an adequute
railway station as ever,

Buck in 1903 businessmen and
citizens presented the Grand Trunk
Railway with a petition asking for a

country than do our elected
politicians. ' |

Projecting this state of affalrs
down the scale, we have the almost
unbelievable maze of civil service

strongholds allached to the teén

Provincial governments. The
various departments are re-
organized and re-named overy
other day, 8o it seems. With every
chunge a new "'little Caesar'’ gets a
foot-hold and immediately begins

lo press for more staff. The more-
staff under his or her authority the

higher he or she goes In_“‘grade".
Rabbits are pikers in growth ratlo
compared with the civil service.

On down the line, we ohserve
similar trends in new regional set-
ups. Jobs once filled by elected
representatives at ldittle or no

salary are taken over by ‘experis’

who confuse and muddle every
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a glaused-In kiosk,
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new station with the signatures of
17 on it, A
We doubt anyone eould drum up,.
that much support now but in the-
next few years who knows whal'

will happen? s

The station that was torn down |

in favar of a glass windhreak may’'
be sorely missed and it Is quite
possiblé residents of this area .
could be drumming up Hﬂﬂihﬂl‘j
pelition which would be an ohject
lesson In history repeating itself
and & slap at the short-sighted
planning of the railroad.

issue to the point wher;.- tha
valuable commodity of mos

clected representatives, plain
commonsense, hasn't a chance lo
cope, thus feeding the hureaucratic

.oetopus,

on numeraus occasions?

The growth of burenucracy in
infon, i A

of equul
concern to the present oll crisis,
welfare problems and so forth. Do
we, by fair means or foul, give the
people or do we
remain so bewildered by the jungle
of red-tupe created by those who
are supposedly ''servants’’ that we
drown eventually In a gea of heavy

this country, in our
miiter which should

country hack to the

taxation?

Back Issues of The Free Press

20 years ago

Taken {rom the {ssue of the Free Press,
Thursday, December 10, 1933,

50 years ago

Taken trom Use luspe of the Free Press,
Thursday, December 13, 1923,

75 years ago
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Indeed, many taxpayers wondés
to what extent the same sltuntion
prevails on county school-boards?
Does the tall of the administratiop
wag the elected head of the truslces
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Taken from the jasue of the Free Press,

Thursday, etember |, 1998,

some of their more incredible efforts, .
- The anxiety of members of the Councll is
considerably lessened. The haggard,
hunted look which had prevalled has given
to the customary smile. The ruﬁ
or this change is due to the fact that
srmy of n:?l'ummlvu of engine =
boiler manuiscturers, efectrical sppara
hotises, &tc., who n Lo camp in Lhe Lowh
the day afier the lighting by-law
has heen passed, has deumpe:.‘m
their stay members of Council rmm
boled morning, noon and night with
nndvhmddmm,mpundm
densers, ampheres, (ransformers,
Wheelocks, Corliss tubes and pulleys, i¢-
sulators and cutl-offs, power ncn.;m,
b nﬁ.humd lightning L
passed. The coniracts have bedp

The Toronto Suburban Hallway is tak

E. Tyler was elected mayor of Acton for 4 """"Jﬂ' lo give the ic res
service on r line

1954, defeating the other candidate T. Cooke
408 to 232. A. Service was named reeve of
Nassagaweya,
Tu:sda mhut nomination meeting Hil:;r held
{ oNe Mmore Coune was
n.ecureJ!nr Llii.:.lwn vacant seais on Acton
council. From the six nominations "John
fHargrave was the only one to qually,
Returning officer Jack McGeachie says it
will be necessary lo have a third
nomination meeting.

Actoncilizens also a od an increase
in the Public Utilities lasion mem-
bers, eflective for 1955, at the election
Monday. Numbers will be increased from
three to five. ' :

A total of 640 voles were cast.

Two Acton girls, Ella Jany and Agnes
Huisman, placed first and second at the

' competition between is
: . Milton and Georgetown c
schools. Susan Wilson of Acton recetved an
honerable w.ﬂﬂh e cn the
Hussian invasion u and Agnes on
her trip from Holland f?c?mdl

Sam Tennamt was elected chief of the
volunteer firemen, deputy-chief J. Newton,
czptain M. Holmex, lieutenapts W.
McEachern, Bern Van Fleet, secretary
Don Van Fleet, treasurer Owen Mosales

At the second mecting of the newly-
formed men's club of the United chn"c?h

} (. W.
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| ween Toronto and
Gueiph. Additional cars have been pur-
chased and the service will be
commencing next Saturday. Cars will leave
West T daliy for Acton at 7.05 a.m.,
i0.05 a.m., I.U!':Pp.m-. 405 pm., 6.40 p.m.
and 10.05 g:l . Passenger (ares have
reduced. Single

Request for blood Lament for our mayor
donors Dec. 10

25 McGilvray Crescent,

Geasgetown, Ontarlo,
December 1, 1973.

Our little crowd can weep out loud,
We've lost our local mayor,

We'll pay the price for the bigger slice,
Of this “‘North Haltonshire™,

fare from Acton to Teronto
will henceforth be 80c and the retwn fare
$1.45. This is the beginning of 8 new era in
the history of the road. Passengers will Lake
Dundas street cars al H4. for
down town points, but it s fully expected
m'l may before Ia;!prnmd Lo
or Unjon Station. trip takes

one hour and 23 minuies. There may
lbly be s limited service hetween

Yoronto and Guelph with stops only at
and Acton. Toronto

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853.2010 ©
Business and Editorial Office

‘i.ji’ﬁ'vie lost our awn id:ntipn.
By giv our mayor,
W{h ni:;fn:l: folk d and others sad,
It's strictly our allair.

Dear Mr. Editor:

May we please ask [or space {0 print this
letter for promotion of our December 10
Blood Donor Clipic at the Holy Cross
Church Awditorivan, Georgetown,

Chrisimas i3 that time of the year that
peopie are “giving''. During the season
halidays more blood is needed than usual—
accidents. Let's make sure that blood is
there, one of our own people might need it.
So I poasible at all do make that so im-
portant visit to the December 10 clinic and
give your “'Gift of Life"’, that might just be
needed to save that one life. Lixe Dukes and Lords of yesteryear,

Dividing up their spolis,

surgery at Toronto They tax on little backs,
ready to fill these and And squeere wealth from their soils.

effort bo attend the clinic on

. Necember 10, in Georgetown.
type ks rare if oeeded and not there!

Yours sincerely,
Connte Nieuwhol,

Public Relations Chairman,
Georgetown and District Branch,
Thve Red Cross.
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In this world so full of changes,
There's really. oothing new,

- It isn’t fair to give our mayor,
But nothing else wotld do.

Now {0 this big Town “North Haltonshire"
We lLittle {olk :

Wille “Centraishire’ and '"Oakvilleshire”
MNow casties of the strong.

They'll get their fill on capital hill,

To those castles rare, '

With pompous waste, to suit their taste,
Make changes everywhere,

tennizl Manor to honor A. T. Brown ou his
S1st birthalay.
mim‘“m and B.lrh-r;hsym
part in & recital in Gueiph. They
mﬂhﬁ Lampard. %
ion was auctioneer {or the United
couples chub box social.

Yictor Smith
R.R. 2, Rockwood.




