Century-old structure

[

Threshing area now living room

as old barn converted into home

Ry Joyce Neoaton

When tho Smith chlldeen
leave the door open Lhey can
literally ba accused of being
“"raised in a barn'.

Alivnan, Kerry and Simon
llve In a 100-yvear-old bam
with their parents Kd and
Stephanio Smith. The Smitha

_faund the stone barn in

Nassagawoya al tha end of o

M long search for a home in the
N country,

Ed belleves the country is
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tho only place to ralse kids.
tHo commutes each day to
Taronto where ho s the
principat of a wchool fer
retarded childron. Stophanie
{8 in complete agreement and
they have both worked hard
1o translorm the barn to whal
will some day be n mag-
nificent rustic homo,
Chiidren helped

Thoy bought the barn and
10 acred of land in May ol
1871, Durln‘; that summer
they lived in a tent while
cloaning the piles of manure
and rotted hay from the barn.
The children worked right
. nlnnfnldu their parents,
% moatly finding it a fun ad-
venlure.

Beginning In Soplember
and lor the following three
months Ed and Stephanie
commuled oacn night and
every weekend from Toronto.
fiy December Lhey were both
foeling the straln and decided
o rent tom rﬂ‘ﬁ.quurtnm in
Cnmph-elhfﬁ’luo. al winter
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KERRY SMITH SITS on the hearth of the 20 foat high fireplace in the
middle of the Smith home. The wooden wheel used in threshing
operations is shown at the top of the picture,

wan &0 cold while working on
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the house they knocked ice
from the lwo by fours hefore
using them.

Once the {nside of the barn
waa cleaned to the bare carth,
the footings and beam
structure were set in place.
The inslde structure iz all
sitting on the ground with
benms supporting the roof,
All the beams are placed in
the original positlons,

In May of 1972 they moved
into ithe barn. There wns no
waler or plumhinﬁ Power
and light was provided for by
two extenslon cords and they
usod a ladder to climb to the
bedroom aren.

Large lireplace

The first thing bullt was the
{[ireplace which divides the
living from the dinlng room
area and reaches 20 feet from
celling to Moor in the middle
section of the house. This was
their only source of hent nt
the time.

The . large barn doors
located on each side of the
barn were replaced with
windows. On the dining room
wall are nine foot high win-
dows separated every 12
inches by two by six cedar
divisions. Ed designed and
built this unique effect across

~ the 12 fool expanse.,

On the Jiving room side a
500 Ib. thermopane window
was installed, part of which
opens In siiding doors. The
Smiths have not been without
their heartaches and frustra-
tlons durlng renovation and
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thia had to ba onoe of the
biggeat. Thoy brought the
large window (rom Teoronto
and hauled it acrosa the snow
on a toboggnn to the site, unly
to hivwe it crack as they were
inutalling it. ;

Fad plans to repince it, hut
for the moment {t is patchod
and stlil in place, & grim
reminder of I.I;E day the air
was blue In the Smith house-

held!
Was grnnlrls;

A kitchen and broakfaal
room are an the east sido of
the living room. This was tho

ranary, the 22 inch wide
wards of which are now used
to create a benuliful pine
hoard fioor in the living room,

Un the wost slde of the
llving room s n library and
den and behind It the utility
roam where the furnace and
pump are localed.

An old stnble on the far
woil aldo of the barn will
eventually ‘be a workshop I
Ed hos his way. Slephanie
would like to keep somn
animals, perhaps n couple of

t8, & cow nnd some horses.
‘erhaps they'll reach a com-

mise and have a litle of
he space for both.

Two sets of slalrs, one on
each side of the living room,
#o lo the upper floor. They

‘are jolned only by two long

beams. The Jiving 2 dining
arck wak once the threshing
NMoor. The wagon of grain was
driven into the area by a team
of horses. Four hooka were
lowered from the two bl
boams, still In thelr origina
lace al either end of the
WM.

When each commer of the
rack war hooked securely the

Obituary

horso would ba hilched to n

ope connocled 1o a bl

woaden wheel, The wheo
would then turn and wind uu
lhe four ropes ta 1ifl the rac
lo Lhe loft lovel,

Work {o be done

Thone slings are one of the
most Inloresting features of
the Smith home, o constant
reminder of tho past blending
with tho present,

The weconsd floor areas each
hold lwo bedrooms and hath-
rooma. A aauna is planned hul
in nxg«ctnd to he one of the
tast things completrd,

The loft area tthird level)
wlll nno day be completed as
o guest room and roached by
a-spiral staircase,

There ia slill much wark 1o
be done mnd the prospects
Inok exciting, Everything so
far, with the exception of the
lireplace and ucptﬂ: tank, has
been done h;,r the Smiths
asslsled by ¥ad's father. D.
Smith is retired trom the con-
struction higiness and hes
given much encouragement
and Lechnical know-how, "My
molher and father were the
only people who really en-
couraged us to go ahead with
this Prnjﬂr:t,” Fid snys,

Ed installed the furnace
and did oll the plumblng and
elecirical work himsell. Ho
learned to do plemblng hy
reoding o 39 cenl beok he
borrowed from a friend,

“You don'l realize how
little you know until vou try to
do iIL," suys Stephanie, The
Smiths bave cerlainly proven
this huasn't slopped them.,

Ed discovered on old mill in
Brockville owned by his
greal-great-greal grandio-

'F.J. Wilson funeral Nov. 9

Freeman John WhHson
passed nway Tuesday, Nov. 6
uﬁnd luneral service was held
Friday, Nov. 9 ot Ler and
Custance -funeral home,
Guelph. ey, Honald Cour-
tenay, minister of Woest.
minntﬁur—ﬁ[. Paul's Pres.
bylerian church, Guelph,
conducted the services,
furlal wus in Eden Millg
cemetoery.

Pnlibcarers were Garnet

‘Norrish, Clifford Norrish,

Lloyd Ma . Ross Gordon,

Dean Taylor and Douglas
Murray.

Mr. Wilson was bhorn in
Eden Mills and farmed in
Nassagaweya all his life unti]

RENT A CASCADE 40
HOT WATER HEATER

Just “I .',E hEr:lh.
AT

ACTON HYDRO
MALICESTREET

NOTICE

WHAT WAS AT ONE T{ME the granary is now the Smith kftehen and
breakfast room. Shown in the kitchen from feft, are Simaon, Stephanie,
g}m :;ui Ed Smith. The huge barn beams are all in their original

( ARTHUR A )

JOHNSON oo,
OPTOMETRIST

218 Main St
Milton

of the Indusmin

Ratepayers are requested

All affected Esquesing

to

attend a meeting at Esquesing
Councll Chambers, on, Monday,
Nov. 26th ot 7.30 p.m. for review

Quarry Plan

to _Ih-l'ucnlu the Third Line

interested Ratepayers

AT MILTON MOTOR SALES

LEASE A BEAUTIFUL
74 BUICK CENTURY...
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THIS I ts of stairs leading to the

second {loor. Each area has two bedrooms and 2 HEABING Drasion
bathroom. A third level, the loft, will some day be | 388 Main St. Miten  §78-2385
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2 guest room.

Toronte (418) 238-11085

moving to Guelph seven
yeors ogo. He had warked lor
the University of Guelph for
the past six years.

e was the bushand of the
lute Fleanor Ann Murray and
father of Ruth (Mrs. Danald

Archibald} of Acton and Roe - g ! :
. TWOOF THE HOOKS lo

Wilson of K. 5, Rockwood,

“brother of Vera (Mrs. Ston

Norrish) of Guelph and dear
{riend of Mrs. Fdith Kirk.

thor In 1610, Ha plans lo bring
the romaining slones from
the mill to face the bollom
hall of the fireplace,
Hasles compleded
Barn wood will he usod 10
complement the paint and

L]

hrick us decor nn same of 1he
Insdelie winlin.

The barn dearn will be
rebuitt {0 be used wn ghut(ors
far the large windows

Everythieg so far has been
done from seraleh, using o
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miueh  of  the  existing
misterials ns poswibile,

Thwe el twa years have
beeny epent doing the hialew.
Naw thay will inye the tun of
compleiing thielr 2,000 sepiure
feet of e in e country.
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wered from the beams to raise the grain rack to |
the loft level are shown here. Kerry Is standing in the dining room of the
100-year-old barn / house.

Canadian Admiral

Belanger-Tappan-Findlay

Canadian General Electric

Wanttoearn -
upto $10,000

ayear

as amajor
‘appliance
service technician?

~ (if so, November 29 could be
an important date for you!)

If you like to work with people,
have at least.Grade 10 education
or equivalent, and are handy with
tools, you could build a very satis-
fying and useful career in servicing
major appliances.

The community urgently
needs mature and skilful techni- .
ctans who can quickly diagnose
faults in to-day’s sophisticated
refrigerators, ranges and laundry
untts — and can fix them right,
ON THE FIRST CALL!

Unless you've had previous
experience, you'll need a 40-week
course on appliance servicing,
available at eight community-
colleges across Ontario.

Sponsored by these leading servicing companies:

- Eston's ©
Frigicdaire
GSW
Inglis

IN FACT, SHERIDAN COLLEGE IN
BRAMPTON HAS PLACES FOR
MORE STUDENTS, STARTING
EARLY IN JANUARY.

Thereafter, a few months in-
company training should give you
basic proficiency in at feast one -
product family and qualify you to

draw full rates of pay.

if you'd like to have a man-to-man
talk with industry executives sbout

career opportunities,

Thursday, November 29
(either 10:00 am or 2:00 pm)

Sheridan College, 98 Church
Street, East. Brampton (Room 302)

Appliance Manufacturers Associstion. (416) 9562-3921.

and many 1.2 pendent servicing
' organirations, including:
Doyle Efectric '
Kemwood Applisnce Service

500 us On

If you have any questions, phone Mr. Steadman, coliect. by November 26, at Cenadien




