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Petition from townspeople brought station in 1905
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“In thoae carly dayg,” the book
recarded in 1838, “'the conm-
venience of the railway, Its
sidings ®mnt switches, were
evidently carefully considered,
but any consideration of the
comfort or convenience of the
|-nhlin was manifestly never in
he noodies of the projectors of
the road.

Had location

“The slation was planted about
midway between Mill and Queen
Sireetg. At the east end were
cattle yards and oll sheds and tool
house and frvighh: ll'tf:-:l,1 with no
passageway to the station ex
on the railway track itsell. Atctﬁ:
west end there was a big wond-
ghed with & capacity for or
four thousand cord of wood, with
woodracks beside the track and
between them and the track lines
the memaphore lines were
niretched.

“No place but the track on
which to get to the station from
Mill Street.

Many falls
“In winter lime there was a
giare of ice for ten feet around it,
and in summer it meani constant
of ‘water 1o spoil the spring
millinery and delicate costumes
of passengers who inadvertently
passed in or out to the station by
that route. Later the tank was
moved in to the end of the station
platform. Many a tumble tock
place there by unwary
passengers who were unfamiliar
with the slippery places, where
poor sinners were supposed to
stand.”

Finally, When the present
station s valnntnd the old shack
which had done duty for half a
century a fine new tank was
constructed on a metal frame on
Fmpeﬂ}' outside the railway

mits and hydrants adopted for
supplying the engines.
[Mrty drab
“And that old station. What a
place il was and what memories
cluster about it! A little low
frame building severly rec-
langular in its outlines, painted a
dirty drab, but once ﬁ every
score of years and smoke-colored
and dsrt‘a' inside and out between
hmes i was!
ving quarters at
1.he west cnd of the very limited
uariers, for the agent and his
mﬂj a seven-by-nine walling
roon for passengers, a e
room abowt big enough
couple of good sized Slrnutl
trunks and a pair of old-fashioned
carpet . and access to it only
through passenger waiting
room. The agent's office, ticket
room and operators’ quarters
had a rooin about 10 by 12 and
behind this was the lamp and ol

m_n
ﬁhrth:lllﬁry
In July 1903, “‘ex-councillor W,
H. DﬁmrlndH P. Moore (Free
Prcn] nr;:lh“'htﬂed‘;tﬂd on
CouNci present tion
of 117 business men and gi'tttiuu
E.luying the Grand- Trunk
way authorities to build a
new station at Acton.”
Council endorsed the petition
3 —H. Swackhamer, G,
peedily—H. § kh G

Cooler weather

Cool temperstures and

sprinkling rain this week have
made a e from the beat of
most of the summer.
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218 Main St,
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“ACTON WEST"

was the official name of the pos
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proclaimed the sign on the trim astation years ago; it
t office as well. Many memories had their

locale at the old station. Here soldiers left for war, harvosters and
homesteaders for the west, teams for out-of-town games and gala
daytrippers on low excursion rates. Doctors even made house calls via
train, Passengers, mail and freight were carried into the centre of town

by horse-drawn bus.

Hynds, R. Holmea and James
Brown &ll agreecing lo the
inadequacies of the existing
station *'which has dene duty for
half a century.”

The petition was forwarded to
the G.T.R. authorities and
complaints about conditions
continued 10 2 r. The new
Board of Trade their voice
of appeal. Finally wnrk began in
May of 1905.

Start at last

The Free Press excitedly
records the dimensions and
detnils of the new structure—*'to
face Church St. [rom which street
there {a to be free access,
be located where the oresent tank
stands and the entire yards will
be transform

On July 27, 1905 the editor's
eloquence records: “'On Monday
moming last without a blare of
trumpets nor even a piper in at-
tendance, agenl Holmes and his

Itisto -

staff took posscssion of the
splenttid new premises with
everything In apple pie order. It
is modern, commodious, nrtlstle
and substantial and in it8 con-
siruction throughout the first
concern hns evidently been for
the comfort and convenience of
the travelling publie.

No more cracks

*“The long standing reproach of -

the old station and the unkind
remarks of visitors are now
things of the past, The new
premises are in all respects
worthy of Lhis gmu.ing and en-
terprising town.

The size was 58-30—"of ver
pleasing design' with ticke
office, operator's desk, large
general walting and ladies’ room
at one end and smoking room at
the other, haggage room and
wicket.

it is pine and roofed with

slained  shingles, the Interlor
finlsh of onk with six feet of
wainscalling, decorated plaster
walls and ce Iin;{n of Georgln pine
with elaborale panels, coves and
mouldings. Plate ond art gloss
are frecly used in doors and
windows and heavy brass and
bronze hardware on doors and
office fittings. It was heated with
¢lectricity nnd "furnished with a
system of water-works."”

Acton's Early Days chronicles
some of the carly slalion agents
including “llttle Willle Jones, a
timorous man who seemed
almost afrald to hear an englne
whistle, and whose wife believed
the siatlon was haunted with
ghosts.' Another agent left by the
midnight train for the States
leaving his wife, family ond
creditors here.

Agent longest

H. S. Holmes, grandfather of
fire chief Mick Holmes, was

GRAND TRUNK RAILRDAD l.ines were cunstmcted thmugh the hamlet
of Acton in 1856. The first station was a dingy little building much

complained about by travellers of the times. This station (above} was
built in 1905 and wrecked in 1973—replaced by a commuters’ kiosk even
smaller than that first despised station of a century ago. Towering water
tank on the right was a necessity for steam engines. |

TOWN OF NORTH HALTON
1973 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

NOTICE TO ELECTORS
CORRECTIONS TO THE PREI.IMINARY
LIST OF EI.ECTORS

The Preliminary List of Eleclors wlll be posted In the
Municipat Offices Tor the Town of Acton, The Town of Georgetown, and

the Township of Esquesing, on August 20th, 1973.

Coples of the List will be posted within each Polling Subdivision for
which it is prepared.

Electors are requested to examine the List to ensure that their names |
and relevant information are correctly shown therein.

Complaints in the nature of requests for additions or corrections to or
deietions from the List may be made by an elector completing and flling a
form gbtainable at the Munlcipai Offices noted above.

All such requesis will be received by the Town Clerk at the Municlpal
Offices for The Town of Georgetown, 36 Main 5t. N. commencing on Tues-
day, August 2ist, through to Tuesday, August 28th, 1973, from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., exciuding Saturdays and Sundays.

All requesis for revisions will be dealt with on August 29th, 1973, at
the Municipal Offices for the Town of Georgetown between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. by the undersigned.

Dated ‘August 13th, 1973
G. D. Pritchard,
Clerk and Revising Officer.
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Faper work

Al fiest mnll was  earrted
aimply from the statlm to the
powl ofllee on somaeone's hak.
A ehnpge  hermne  oecessary
whon the Iree Pross  was
eatabilinbiend [0 V674 and the load
sidtilendy hocwme ton heavy.
Then o horsa and wagon beeamo
o fnmibtar  &ight. A horso-drawn
bus also varpled passengers,

Farly In this contury Acton was
woll served with poassengor and
froight tralns, Acclifonts —near
miswew and trogedles—are also
aanocinted with the rollrond
through lis years,

Durallments--failrly commuon -

Wero reuilf felt then. Studentw
couldn't fot Lo school, mall didn’t
arrive, travellers um{ freight hadd
o walt. In one wsnowstorm,
soveral hupdred people
stranded here,

Injured persona used to be
taken Hy (raln to Guelph oand
doctora made house calls via rail.

Sixty-elght years ago Free
Press editor 13, PP. Moore sul

were

Menmories

of 1905

None of the previous nriicles an
Acton's C.N.
what year il was built, Acton’s

Early Days, the only history of
the town ever written, didn't gwn
the year. None of the old pictures

pubilshed gave us a cluc. Sear-

ching aimlessly through all the

{iles seemed too lengthy a task.
Finally the

memory,

moved with his family to
frem Crewsons Commers when he
was two years old, and he went to
work in the freight yards at the
station when he was 16. Harry
Holmes was agent then, Cam

recalied.
It was his memories that

produced the clue that resulted in

* the finding of the date in our files.

. statlon had stated

problem was
solved, wlith the help of Cam
Leishman. He hos an excellent
and knew Lhe station
w3 bulit when he wns a boy. e
¢lon

BUILT TO LAST A THOUBAND years, ﬂccnrdlnﬂ to workmen lhi.‘lf week,

Acton's Canadlon Natlonal Rallwoays station lasted exactly

A yrars,

Townspeople petittoned the Grand Trunk Hollway for better mcililirn 1)
Actonians were delighted when this bullding wnﬂ opened ln Augdust 58,

enncanci! in hisn hrnnd new, tn-
[romted, olubarsiely  dee nru L]
new hullding on M’ Il Kt. inow
nimpson-Hearnd. Here h!‘.r wroto
with salisfuctlon of the finsl
erechiom of the mch-needed new
station and turned his pereeptive
edltorinl sttentlons 1o the town's
next nied 8 pew pest office.

And so todoy's citlzens wlill
change directlon: give up the
slatlaon we must, but we'll Hkely
continue to press for () Lrain
Heryice extended from
Georgelown up Lo Guelph to in-
clude Lhis  still-prospering
community.

IMPORTED AND
CANADIAN

HANDCRAFTS

Antiques Restored
Stripping and
Refinishing

26 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

(cld Can, Tire Bidg.)
Bus. 877-2411 — Home 877-4488
Open Tdays & wrak

PRE-SCHOOL CLEARANCE

CHILDREN'S and MISSES’
BACK-TO-SCHOOL and

DRESS SHOES

Broken Lines Only

now 5% OFF _
The Shoe House

81

Macdonnell St. — Guelph
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COTTAGE IWI.I.S

Schneider’s

BOLOGN

Schnelder's—Smaked

'llb

142 Cut Cryovac

99:
100

SHOULDERS

Fresh—>Sliced

BEEF LIVER

PRICES EFFECTIVE AUG. 22-23-24-25

Campbell$ 10-0x. Tins (Save 18¢)

Cream of Mushroom

Vaqalahnl: Beef so "Ps 5 FMSI

Stokely 14-0z. Tins {Save 27c)

Cream
Style

4--89°

Dole 48-01. Tins (Save 29c)

PINEAPPLE JUICE 3-*1

Farm House

Cream Pies 2~ 19°

853-0650

2-19°

Betty Crocker 179-01. Pkyg.

Tulip 1-lb. Print (Save 23c)

0.P. TER BAGS 1%°

FRESH PRODUCE DAILY

Fruit and Vegetables |
Arrive Daily at

Lowest Possible
Prices

PROCTER & GAMBLE

Family Size {Save 26¢c)

::::. t ;Shouldors $1.39

Crest—Family Size 100 ML

TOOTH PASIE

Pantry Shelf (Save 25¢)

PINEAPPLE

Atter Five 2-0z. Pkyg.

Save
3ic
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