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By Harlley Coles
wri about history can be a risky
buainess if for no other reason than it haa
W sidos with different ahades of
opinion.

A fow woeks ago the Froe Press ran an
editorinl rnﬂrninf the history of the three
municipalities which will make up the new
town of North Halton. The “facts'’ were
{aken from the Halton Counly Atlas, an
original of which we have in the office.

We had considered the Atlas (printed In
1877) as a reliable source of information but
relired Eaquesing clerk K. C. Lindsay has
clher opinions of the history of the township
:{Ilfh conflict with information frem the

8.

Mr. Linmer say1 the first councils of the
Inwm{iliﬁ met at the home ol
Standish, not Thomas Thompaon's tavern,
and Mr. Standish was a great grandi/ather
of the prosent Standishes. James Fraser
was tho first clerk, not John Murray and

1827, John Barnes in 1828-29-30 and then b
John McColl In 183132, James Mumbﬁ
wab clerk in 1833-34.

The townshlp minutes take note of the
rebelllon of 1637, In 1833, all a ntmenta
to office had to take an oath of loyalty. In
the firs! year all signed, quite a few of them

" with & mark, since writing did not have the

universal application it has today. Even
being able to sign cne's own name was
some clalm (o distinction. The next year,
four or five didn't bother signing the oath.
By 1840 about half dldn't do it. 1843 it
was all forgotien in Esquesing, which was

generally od as a rebel ‘hotbed”
nnguy with John Stewart leading a force
of 80 men to asaist Willlam Lyon Mackenzie

during the rebellian.

Halton's Pages of the Past notes that the
force startied out for Montgomery's Tavern,
rebel headquarters, but- by the time the
had rveached the Green Bush hotel,
wherever that ls, the 80 had dwindled (o

five. The rest ali away enroute but no

K.C. Lindsay disputes names, dates in Atlas

slrength
don fon. .

Later In the 1anml amnesty which
followed the rebelllon, Stewart was par-
doned and returned to Canada, where he
bocame joint owner of a foundry at Paisley,
which n (o say was another set--
tlement of Scots in Upper Canada. Ha died
there in 1890,

Stewart's home n the Scoich Block s
still there, once the Craiglea guest home,
but now a private realdence again. William
Lyon Mackenzle gave cue of his haranguea
from the [ront stops of the frame Georgian
home, which was the first house, other than
a log cabin bullt in the Scoteh Block.

ugh Black, who Mr. Lindsay =mald,
surveyed the township was another of
Mackonzie's supporters. He also waa from
the Scoich Block from'where he wrote somo
fiery contributlons to Mackenzie's
nowspaper, The Colanial Advocale,

Like other editors In those days
Mackenzie never hesilated to call a spade o
spade or a scoundrel a scoundrel.

Libel laws In those days were lax for
Government supporters but rather severo
for those who publicly criticized.

It must have taken lo cacape the

Assembly as the governing power. The
Britlsh Government had et up tho system
in UPp-ar Canada along the lines of that in
England where tho ruling caste could velo
any acts of the Leglnlature. “his was a
E:r;mntlée the uppucgladi wrmbern of the
¥ Compact used with impugnity,

The designs of the {!IﬂctEE uunn::nhly
were often disregarded and the ruling
clique had ils awn way. Thia accounted for
the nym}mthy of tho colonizers of the Scotch
block for Mackenzle and his Ideas.

However, It stopped short of netual

rebellion.

Some of Mnckenzle's supporters were
also “'tainled’ with republlcan [deas from
the United Stutes and this reduced en-
thuslasm for his cause. By far the mninrll:.r
of people in Eaquesing and the remalnder of
Upper Canadn were loynl to the Britlsh
crown by cholce and had no wlsh to set up o
republic or be jolned forcibly with Fhu
Unlted States.

Educatlon on a formal basis came to
Esquesing in 1842 when the flrst school
comniisaion was appointed. It conslsted of
James Stark, John Burps, Nin Lindsay,
John Greham, Joahn Atklnson, Juhn Barber
and Willlam Stull, according to the town-
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have appeared recently.
Our attitude
murder of our

out the true facts.

tion.

2. We do not ex
compensation for
daughter for ourselves.

nt all.

“ My neighbora are now com-
: gLetcly convinced that I am
nkers after hearing Mme
laughing like a draln out in the
sture without ancther human
nsight. Mind you, I do that a lot -
Inugh, that is - especially at my
animals. Either they are ex-
traordinarily amusing or 1 see
mm; in their Iﬂtit;llil.ln mﬂm
people. Anyway, ¢k o
event that caused such mirth.
As you horse owners know,
(ace-fly season is upon us and
horses looking Jike nrbnﬁe
trucks are a famillar n?ghl. P
until this year our horses t
Ihe hot hours in & cool Qy-{ree
barn but now they are roug it
on pasture. I've vet to find &
repellent Lthat actually works so
#ildt some old-fashioned f{ly
“g:.‘:rﬂ of white sheeting (blue
m is belter) were cul into
fringes and attached across the
horses' beow to each side of the

halter.
Doubde take
The [irst horse to receive one
was Sahra who was a bit doubt-
ful. She thought blue would go

ARNIE PHEE

J.D. McCallum Auto Sales

159 Guelph Street—Georgetown, Ontario

wore 478 people and when Erin townshi

Thn entire township wus surveyed in 1819
I;r H pened for seftloment.
r. Black was appointed clerk in 1823 and
1826. Ho was followed by James Fraser |n

y
mtEnrdlng the tortuous
ughter Marjan has
however not ot all changed, since we found

1. We do not have any feclings of revenge
- or vindictiveness towards anyone, and
- cerfainly not against the Zambian popula-

t nor will we nmrt aAny
the murder o

3. The matter of ex gratia payment
brought up by our Government has in no

way-changed our minds regarding accept-
ance by us of any monetary compensation

4. The ox gratia payment as requested by
us, waa on sirong ‘advice of our Govern

ment, and the allocation for the monetary
gesture from the President Dr. K. Kaunda
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Let's talk about

HORSES !

with Jenpifer Barr

our

future.

selves,

better with her eyes. After [ Jet
her go, Nina took & look and did a
beautifully executed double take.

"Oh m&egmh, there's a new
horse!™ gasped, arching her
neck and starting to praoce.
Strutti over to Sahra, she
anorted and blew, suddenly
kicking out at her pal who was
now a stranger. Cavorling and

turing, ahe proceeded Miﬁ:

hra ithe once-over in absolute
astonizhment,

Meanwhile Tomie had received
his fringe and Nina went
the whole performance again.
Not one of the other horses re-
acted. Only Nina felt that the

sture was suddenly becoming
illed with alien horses [rom
Mars,

I finally managed to catch the

ﬂ fmare lmlegn her fringe on
immediat she shrugged
her shoulders and became the
stolid grey tank agaln. It was as if

she now ized her mates

Phodding off 1o foin the oihers she
o

was no | the beautiful,

dancing, astonished mare.
I have spent eleven years

JACK McCALLUM

Phone 877-9590

hnrgad.
ut this remarkable Esquesing figure

through to an unde
{reedom in the United
Stewart the next time you visil that stone
foriress al Kingston and the nerve. and

: he continued as clerk from that January 1

il : mention ls made as to how they ac-

i 183t meoting untll 1823, complished this without netlce the

£] Pathmasters in the townahip at that time redaubtable Stewart,

g included John McTavish, Donald McKin- Stewart, of course, made it to Mon-

VR Y JIT{FHHUH‘E Christopher Cook,  jgomery's Tavern and took some patt In the

i lam Mickle-john, and Christian Bar- abortive rebellion, which an aroused militia

g nea. Joseph Standish and Thomas Barber easlly quelled, Stewart wos among thote  families wi

K were - assessors and Thomas Fyle the takon ﬁ:llﬂﬂﬂ and along with Montgomery

i Ccollector. Charles HKen and John and others was sent to Fort Henry at

P Smﬂunﬁaﬁf;ln“;ﬂmﬁ: VatThiniadgee.  pEVOM.IS R6ger o the AuNgacns whie

A that the population of the townsnip in 162) :ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂiﬂ&&ﬂﬁ coRBaEred Whae. . & Suipa
wia 424, Mr. Lindsay adds that in 1322 there Two leadera, Lount and Malthews were

koined Esquesing at the time thls ad alender il
% another 43 e. In 1833 the population couldn't be caged long. He escaped along  njggnra
'+ had jum to 1,720, not counting Erin with 12 others by loocsening the mortar from

township. Abraham Buck and Nathanlel a stone wall four and a hall fect thick, which
; Kirk were pathmasters in Erln in 1823, made a hole blg enough for them to crawl

round tunnel—and
tates, Think about

go and
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Oscar Drijber outlines his position

Rockwood, Ontarlo
July 28, 1973.

it has been drawn to our attenilon that
our fellow-Canadiana are in doubt over our
altitude regarding some publications which

in this respect, was designated by us to
reimburas oxpenses incurred on Zambla's
behall by other people and definitely nat for
ourselves, our family or directly for
Marjan, since her body has not been found
and not very likely ever will be retrieved.
3. We are not interested at all in amppinﬁ
aid to the 2ambian people, but it isuptoa
of us, Canadians, to make sure that
is going to the right people, of which nelther
we nor our Governmoent, can be absg
aure under the present circumstances. :
8. All my wife and I would like to see Is
that the true facts about the double murder
are made known to our fellow-Canadians
and the whole world for tHat matter, so that
the proper action shall be {aken to prevent
any re-occurence of similar erimes {n the

Is aid

lutely

7. Everyone interested In the true facts
as we found them after a lengthy and
thorough investigation, la encouraged te
Contact us, as we do feel that you all have
the right and the duty to judge for your-

Ouacar L. Drijber.
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ing to figure out whether Nina
ti;i;lgeﬁdlngly clever, appallingly
dumb, or just emotionally
retarded. I'm still none the wiser.

The pasture was like a casualty
ward this morning with horses
heads looking as if they were
swathed in bandages.

Ev 100 cubic feet of wood
utili by the Ontarie forest
industry generates an estimated
$120 to the provincial economy.

EXCITING

Francer Colllns, editor of a

(Teronto) newspaper, the Family Compact

5aw to il that he was lmprimncdy H{

&t tha Government. Other grosser

* llbels againat those in opposition were
usually overlookod, j

Eaquesin

Editors wero sent to jall for coses of
"native mallgnancy® and often had to take

them. In the case of one
York

or taking

Mackenzie muat have had to walk o

trope to stay out of jail. One
itor, for instance, went to prison

for & “slander’’ printed in his paper while
ho was away, And, of course, young Torles
threw Mackenzle's type Into Toronte Bay to
sllence him.

S0 there was a

Eelhnt tho Family

atrong feeling In
mpact must

replaced. by the Legislative

K.C. says;

ship minutea to which Mr. Lindsa
; few offlciuls In
Esqueaing have had to sign their name with

accesd.  Sinee  then,

a mark,

_ And, of course, after the rlota In Lawer
Canada and the twin rebelltons in the two
Canada, and Lord Elgin made his famous
rapart to the Mother Parllament in England
pasaed legislatlon for responsible govern-
ment, many ef the problems dissipated and

has

were replaced hr noew oncs such as the
e

Fenians and Confederation.

The townshlp continued (o grow
sprouting ‘two new muncipalitios at

corgelown . ond Acten, where manufac-

turing enterprises had cstablished, Farms

Fruapered, villages and hamlels gradually

pck sha {m from the land which onee was
Y

home on

for the Misslssauga Indlans. . 7y

New library not first

in Esquesing township

Esquesing's new library in o
vault at the old township hall is
not the first library founded in the
tnwmhi&aﬂar all, former clerk
K. C. Lindsay points out this
week.

Delving back into township his-
tory, Mr. Lindsay palnts out there
was a library kept in an addition
to the Quatre Bras school house,
which exerted a t influence
during the years i! flourished. His
Informationn ¢comes Ilrom’ the
book, ‘‘Records and Memories bf
Boston Church 1820-1920," which
says there was no better selection
of outside the cltiea than In
that lihrn?

Quatre Hras school waa situ-
ated at the North East carner of
Five Slderged and the Fourth
Line. It has since been turned into
a resldence.

The book saya:

“That some of the solid books
of information in this libra
found readers In the Scoteh Bloe
would in these daya, probably be
a matter of surprise to many
people. The annual meeting of the
Association was held in the even-
ing, and the schoolhouse was
crowded. Every member was
entitled to propose a book, but a
majority vole was necessary to a
purchase, Many good books were
contributed.

"“"When the Mechanics Institute
in Milton was opened it was
decided to close library and
divide the books among the
members,

& r patron of the libr-
ary coming on one occasion to Fet
a book was {old by the Librarian
of a certalin work, and asked if he
would not ke to read it. He
anawered, "Na, it's nae soun.”
These men, for the most part, had
decided oplnions as to what
constituted good books, and good

e |

FRED A, HOFFMAN
Optometrist

58 St. Gearge's Sq.
Guelph, Ont.

Telephone
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HOLIDAY PACKAGES

BARBADOS : -+ *309.00

Departuras July 29, Aug. 12 and 24, Sepi. 9 and

2, Oct. 7

NASSAU: we

*189.00
Weekly departures from July 13th. L

ARUBA ' weer

msurem$267.00 |
Weekly departures from July 13th, &

HAWAII 2 weets
Depa

rtures November 12 and 26, December 10

MALAGA-SPAIN"~.2399.00

Departures Sept. 15 and 29, Oct. 13 and 27, Nov.10.
Also available charter flights to:

Lenden - Prestwick - Amsterdam - Fraskfert
' and complete land arrangements

For full
informati C
call: AN , RA VEL
70 Main 5. E. MILTON | nth.mu

ACTON853-2387

preaching. They were very posi-
Live nlsu‘}n their political convie-
tiona, but sometimes likely (o be

cjudiced through partisan feel-
ng. It was onec's own party
alwoys in o general electlon that
could save the country from ruln,
while the candidates of the oppos-
ing party were blind guides, who
should never be entrusted with
the reine of government,

"They were al the some time
very conscientious. As an
illustration of this they generally
believed . that they should
"“Remember the Sabbalh day to
keep it holy,'" but with the best of
them it occaslonally cost an cf-
fort to do s0. One of them return-
ing home from Church on that
day surprised his brother readix;g
a newspaper recently receiv

from Scotlond, and while saying

nothlug his ook was Tull of poln -

and reproaf. The erring hrather
folded up the paper at once, bul
fecling that it was up to him o

atlempt an eoxcuse said: “hools, -

mon, | was Just readiog over the
deaths. '

RENT A CASCADE 40
HOT WATER REATER

ne 31,76
AT

MNMonih
ACTON HYDRO
W ALICE STREEY

FORMER CLERK
Township K.C. Lindsay relaxes in the
chair from which he handled his clericgl
duties, recently presented to him by the
lownship. A Georgetown resident now,
Mr. Lindsay is spending hig retirement
gardening at home.

of Esquesing

—D, Pink photo

The Acton Freoe Press, Wednesday, August 1, 1973 7
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" CHATELAINE LIGHTING

240 York Road — Guelph — B824:0401

Multi Bright Ideas for all
“your Lighting Needs

EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF HOUSE FIXTURES

--Table Lamps

--Door Chimes

-Swag Lamps

--Yanity Cabinets

-~ Electric Heat {Baseboard and Partatile)
~Central Vacuum Cleanlng Sysiems
--Wiring Devices, Fixluvre Paris, etc.
—Vgntilation (Hoods, Fans, eic.)

FREE PARKING

Open Dally 8.30- 5.0, Thurs. & Fri.'Tli?p.m.
Sat.%a.m. Sp.m.
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WITH AN EYE TO THE FUTURE
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People Read The Acton Free Press
“A WEEKLY WELCOME IN EVERY HOME™

is the number to call for Want

Ads - Display Advertising -
Printing or Subscriptions to the
ACTON FREE PRESS




