Re=« Name the new town “Esquesing”

";.I-l

Although we have heard a few
suggestions for the name of the new
North Halton town which envelops

Acton, Esquesing and Georgetown,

we believe the comnmittee set up to -

choose it should seriously consider
ing as a leading contender,

The traditional m of the
Indian word Esquesing handed
down the years has been
“Land of Tall Pines,” although
historian Ben Case in Silvercreek
seems to have uncovered some
substantial evidence that a
besotted clerk in the Upper Canada
surveyor-gereral's office may
have transposed the meanings of

Doupite this, the fact that both
Acton and Guorgotown were both
once part of the original largoe tract
of Esquosing, Is In llself ample
roason to consider tho towns IR
name ar appropriate for the Nort
Halton town,

It is true; thore are not men
tall pincs left in the area but it
seoemy fitting wo should go back to
our roots in naming the town,

Esquesing is  unlque, has
character, stability and is not
likely to be duplicated anywhere
cise in tho world. it |s a tribute to
the Indian people who lived here
and a salute in the directlon of the
first settlers who hewed thelr way

thhough the dense pine forests of

the township.

We have heard other names
coined from a composite of the
three municipalities such as
Aiutuwn and Mt. Egan, and still
others, Crodit Valley,
Escarpmentville, and North Halton
which can match Esquesing for the
proper ring, dignity, authenticity
and North Halton flaver,

But then perhaps you have a
botter suggestion, If 8o, fill out the
{orm In this week's nowspaper and
send it to the Free Press. Now is
the time to do it to ensure the new
town has o name which fits.
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Regional government must work

APICTURESQUE SIGHT from the air, the reservoir the reservour itself will cover 75 acres of land and have

at Hilton Falls Dam ap

pears to be nearly full. The
project includes 523 acres of land in Nassagaweya and

the ability to store 1,800 acre feet of water.

{Photo by R. Downs)

This year, as [ mentioned previously,
my wife ta Englizh in a private school.
It was her lirst crack at teaching, aside
from and music, and she
taught a G 13 class, so it was no cinch.
She worked hard at it.

But the sirain on me was something
else. Every day when | got home from
teaching 150 students, I had Lo endure a
two-hour monologue about her “kids' and
whal 'd said and done today. Once in'a
while I'd try to¢ get in @ word or ase
about what my “‘kids' had said and done,
but it was like trying Lo stop Secretariat, in

full gallop, with p piece of thread.

Al the first of the year, she was worried

about a few of them, who gave promise of
becoming recalcitrant, But by sheer
charm, and her innate interes! in other
'ﬂrE:$${n Thlish a close and
y o with every single one
of ber huge class j {en. !

By the Lime the last day of school came
around, she was almost in tears as she
realised she'd probably never see any of
them again. or only as comparalive
siraigers. :

This is something tha! happens 1o most
~ leachers who really like yuungsiers,
eapecialiy when it's p graduating class.
- ‘There is generally & mutual warmth on the
las! day of schuol. The students suddenly
realize thal it's their st day in hugh school.
Riely ape of the bappiest times of their
lives. The leacher ly resilizes that
this is the last dayv. that be's made it once
agan without going arvund the bepd, and
that this is 2 preity good lot of Juds.

ome of the youngsters are actually
scared when it comes thwem  that
another umhlliulmrdhaamr cul and e
great big hard workd is watling to swallow
them. Occasionally there are tears

Uue young lady wunled to koow . as she
wepd, “How did you feel when you Jef! high

schiool?’’ She obviously meant that she was
almost heart-broken. Bul she received the
realistic answer, “'Great. It was the hap-
plest day of my life.”

Al aoy rale, the last ds nl' school

usually produces a feeling of fondness and
exchanges of, “Have a good summer, sir.”
and the res ,Will do. You Lo, Eee;*uu
in the fall”. Or, if they're iduatmg.
“"Come and s¢e us when you're home (rom
vollege.” They usually do. Once.

Of course, the | you teach, the
tuugher you get. In my fursl couple of years.
over a decade mgo. | was almost stunned by
the good will on closing day. The class
president would advance to the froat,
wilched by 35 hawklike puirs of eyes, each
puir of winch had kicked in & gquarter, and,
after » shy, unintelhgibie murmble, present
e WILL & BANASUINE Y Wrapped gurl.

vow, when the kids are thewr
class president, at the beginning of the
year, | assure the reluctant puminees that,
“ere s nuthing much to the job, except to
colleet the money fur my Christoes and
end-of-vear gifts. " It shakes tem a bit, but
it payvs off,

Over the yeurs, 1've boen the recipient of
dozens of golf bulls, 8 buttle of good wine, &
stnart destk set, a lawo chuir, and shedves

full of fancy shaving lotion and exetic talc
and stuff 1 never use.

This year, I1dldn't have a home form. No
present. But I%::t a pleasant surprise. Last
class 1 had with my four-year Grade 11, a
group I would have considered least lkely
to do it, they kicked Lhrough.

‘Marlene came up and said, "Mr. Smiley,
this is for you, for being such a nlce
teacher.” Not a good teacher, mind. Just a
nice one. And speaking of nice, it was one of
the simplest and nicest speeches 1 have
ever heard.

'Half suspecting a practical
wiis a group I'd targled with in the foll, 1
%:emad it standing well back. No joke.

ere was & handsome little hook of in-
spirational gem: and prayers. [ thought

a

this might fnted suggestion Lhat |
needed

Then 1 opened the other package. It
contained an eternal match. This Is a fancy
type of cigarelte lighter. You pull o gort of
stick out of & little round barrel, It sirlkes a
flint, and you have a long maich-like Jight.
It would be great for a plpe-smoker.

Unfortunately, it wouldn't work when 1
tried it, T}fpitﬂli}", Marlene had tried it

Lhoroughly before wrapping it, so Lthorough-
1y that she'd used all me uel. She tried o

get [l going for me, and was greeted wilh
houts of derision when she couldn’l,

- However, the thought was there, and
they yelled at me that 1 could take (L back Lo
ihe store.

A small thing, in their buay lives and
mine. But it's warming to know that some-

- tody out there loves you a llile bit, even

thought you yre a teacher, and is willlng to
ante p & dime or even a quarter {o prove it.

* 1'd rather have that, once a year, than a
gold watch and a stupid scroll at the end of
5 years.
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A two hour job of catching & swarm of
hees on Bower Ave, was success{ul
com last Saturday by Colin McCoil.
The had swarmed (o a tree behind the
Slorey Glove Company. Mr. McColl cut the

" #imb off the tree and searched through the

bees with his bare hands for the Queen. No
st were . The bees were taken
to Mr. McColl's hive. . 3
Lorme Home and School took charge of
the annual picnic Friday evening. Winners
in races included Margaret Guthrie,
Simmy McPhedran, Valerie Crofts, Linda
Swackhamer, Llo d?mnt re, Lyle

ike Ooxe will operate his plum

* heating business from a stoce on Mi and

e, for this ,

th, and was still slightly wary.

Now that all the preliminary
legislation for regional government
has passed, it seems to be the
appropriate time to forget all the
particular things we may not like
about the proposals and
concentrate on making them work,

Acton mayoer Les Duby,
speaking to the planning board last
Thursday, noted he was not exactly
ecstatic about all the proposals
either, but he intended to do
everything in his power to see that
the new concepts worked.

We think this is a good attitude
for all to take,

Although most of the political
figures in the north are convineed it

is going to be one of the best things

that ever happened in Halton, we
will reserve judgment until we see

the results. Nevertheless, we think

part of their job is going to consist
in making the public see where the

advantages of regionalization
might lie, since it is obviots most of
-us are weak on the advantages it
has introduced in other

places,

We have heard much of the
confusion and ill effects of regional
regional government from
colieagues in the region of York but
few of the positive results. It is
human to stress the things that
tend to go wrong instead of
pinpointing all which might have
gone according to plan,

In Acton's case, we would
rather have seen the town and
surrounding territory go it alone

instead of being hooked up in an -

alliance with Georgetown and

Based on the initiative they
have shown by snaring three of the
10 Opportunity for Youth grants
awarded in Halton County the
youth of Acton have demonstrated
they are very much aware of what
is going on in this country.

The Halton projects involve
about 50 people and approximately

" $72,500 has been made available for

their use, Acton students applied
for four and were successful on
three, all of them useful services,
which demonstrates effectively the
projects need not be the valueless
or even f[oolish as some far-out
projects elsewhere seemed to be
last year.
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Esquesing, realizing the political
implications and the lack of
assessment which make it virtually
impossible without large
government grants. However, on
the positive side, people in all three
communities have a natural af-
fintly which borders could never
stifle.

At the same time we cannot
agree with those who say that
borders are not important because
they have proven to be so many
times in the past.

We can’t help but agree that
transferring the entire township of
Nassagaweya into the Central
Halton region with Milton was a
decision fraught with old-fashioned
horse trading politics. The north
end of the township has some of the
prettiest scenery but few of the

figures that swell assessment rolls.

It is going to be difficult for Milton
to service the area without some
form of agreement with the North
Halton town and. it seems Jogical,
dﬂﬁpile Mrs, Mﬂww.. ‘to. divide
the township up for practical
reasons on & line along 15 Sideroad,
But Queen's Park has decided that
there are enough dragons to deal

.with at the present time.

Since Georgetown is the IRI'EEI.‘.
community, the majority of people
will expect most of the services in

the North will be headquartered -

there, with branch offices in Acton,
perhaps, to serve the eight to ten
thousand people of the area. The
residents of Acton are going to
resent having to travel to

The Acton projects include a
day care centre, a recycling pro-
gram and an instrumental music

- program where music is taught by

youthful members of the Acton
Citizens’' Band, Last year members
of the band applied for a grant and
were turned down. It is a credit to
them that they didn't pout or com-
plain, just streamlined their pro-
gram, applied and were accepted
in 1973, |

We have heard the
Opportunities for Youth program

criticized many times by those who

felt somebody was getting some-
thing for nothing.
" It has been our observation that

Georgetown to pay taxes or pay
bills s0 if branch offices are
necessary it is difficult to see
where many savings
and duplication eliminated.

We would suggest~the North
Halton centre should be
somewhere in Esguesing perhaps
where all have equal access and
few would quarrel with the
decision.

It may seem these observations
are much like Marc Antony’s
famous funeral oration over Julius
Caesar, he damning Queen's Park
with faint praise.

But this is perhaps symptomatic
of the mood of the provincial
government at the moment. The
Minister in charge of the transition
has said that when the current erop
of regional government bills is
passed, there will be no more
introduced unless a group of
municipalities request it. That
statement is a flat testimonial to
the squabbling and in-fighting that
has characterized the struggle to

introduce reglonal government to -

Ontario. |

The irony of it all is that all
parties agree it must come
someday if the province is to
achieve  equilibrium.  The
disagreement is about form and
methods. L

That is why we say everyone
must get behind it and make sure it
works despite all the imperfec-
tions. No system of government is
perfect and the newest brand is
hopefully a step forward -

O.F.Y. students to be congratulated

any of the grants awarded (o
groups in this district have been
deserved and the young people in
charge have shown Initiative and
energy in carrying out the pro-
grams.

The programs have provided
symmer employment and
introduced students to a world
where they have to fend for them-
selves, accept criticism and
responsibility.

Students in Acton who displayed
the resourcefulness and imagina-
tion to apply and operate an
Opportunity for Youth am are
lo be congratulated, not criticized

for participating.

Mini-Comment . . .

News that the Queen was again coming

throttgh Acton on the royal train brought

back many memories (o those who have

siood by the station on other occasions
hoping {o catch a glimpse of the royal
es and were greeted by drawn
inds as the train thundered through. On
aine n:;;slm local bcwm assured fl,l;‘:
queen standing on
rt:#ul the train—waving. They were' a2
big disappointment for those who had
waited hours. The lucky ones oo that oc-
casion were those who went to Guelph for a
scheduled stop and feasted their on
royally. We have often wondered if it s
instances like these which turn Canadlans
into anti-royalists and vice versa. And we
can’t blame the royal family, it’s those who
arrange the tours. U they ignore
small town Canada, the dopes.
+ + 4
Now that summer has officially arrived
day of the year passed, we
& of fall and

mer. Now the seasons seem to be sharply
separated. .

+ 4+ o+ _
Anyone for tennis? We endorse the Acton

A
Ly

campalgn lo have tennis courts erected in
town Az a bow in the direction of adull
recreation, something that has been sadly

lected here in the last few yearn, It is
coincidental, perhaps that Rockwood is also
staging a campaign to eroct couris there, It

will be made

has been many years since the old Acton

courts closed due to Iack of inlerest but

there has been a ence of demand for

the game again as more and more .

shandon Lheir seal in front of the set.
+ + 4+ :

Can anycne say Acton and district people
el hilﬂ h?mﬂuﬂulit: u-pn!rfur:
campaigns for

ed recentlyk? C.N.LB. chairman
Vic Bristow reports this week that their




