Hobby cures his hang-up |

~ Shoulder flash collection
on display in Police Week

: By Roy Downs

What started out as a “‘cure {1
a hang-up” has turned Into &
rewarding hobby for Larry
Kneale of Milton OPP.

About two vears ego Cpl.
Kneale decided to force himself
to overcome one of his awn little
hang-ups - he HATED having to
write letters - so he started
culla_ctinf pelice shoulder flashes
from all over the world. He
couldn't go everywhere collec-
ting: these piecea of police

alia, he had to sit down and
te letters in order to bulld up
the collection.

Today, he's not anly profoundly
cured of his “hang-up’’, he ac-
tually ENJOYS wriling letters.
And he has a fabulous collection
of batween 800 and 700 police
shoulder (lashes as well as a
couple of hundred hat badges and
other items of pollce regalia from
araund the world.

Some In store

Most of Cpl, Kneale's colleclion
is on dis Iy this week at the
Milton OPP headquarters on
Steeles Ave. in Miiton as part of
Pollce Week celebrations. Some
of his more interesting flashes,
half 8 dozen unique police hats
and some unusual foreign police
regalla are on display in the
window of Bus Knight's Men's
‘Wear on Main St. .

His dislike for writInF letters I8
long forgetten now, claims Cpl.

Knenle, He especially enjoys
corresponding with policemen
aro the continent and around
the world because most of them
have beenh so co-operative and
friendly.
“Whenever I have halfl an hour,
[ type out a few letters,’” he ex-
Jalns., “Sometimes | get a bit
hind with my correspondence
and have to set aside half a day to
get caught up.” He has a fairly
standard letter he sends out,
asking the m:iﬁient togend him a
shoulder flash., He offers to
reciprocate, either with another
shoulder flash or sufficient funds
to cover the cost. Most either
send one free or ask for an OPP
fMash in return - few want the
cash. - :
He has received some unusual
ta from his new-found
friends around the werld, such as
n pair of tickets to the Calga
Stampede. Some promise to visit
him if they ¢ver come to this
area, Someof his co ndents
are fellow collectors w swnf)
duplicates for some of Cpl
Kneale's duplicates.
: Courtesy pays off
To date Cpl. Kneale {i he
has written an average of four or
{ive letlers a day since he started
his collection. He answers each
reply, eveni{it's a negative reply
- and there's a little story there
t00. One chief constable from the
Cily of London police force wrote
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in answer to his request for o
shoulder flosh, that 1t was im-

{ble to send one. It was a nice
eiter g6 Cpl. Kneale wrote an
extra nlce note back, thankin
the chief for taking the lime an
trouble to answer his esl
cugh he was unable to
help. A few weeks later o plate
from a Cily of London Police
conatable’s helmet arrived in the
mail, with a letter explaining the
London chief was so impressed at
his polite reply he decided he
t:?ﬁl' apare the helmet plate az a

The collecting corporal has a
complete collection of the police
shoulder flashes currently in use
in Ontario, all 180 of them, plus
many which are no longer in use.
He also has one from each of the
United States’ state pollce forces
and these, along with an OPP and
RCMP flash are mounted on a
map of North America. Flashes
from Mexico and lhe Canal Zone
are shown on the same display.

His collection includes OF
regalia back to the 1820's, and
includes one of the [irst cap
badges th;rmvinttal police force
ever issued. .

On-he-spot-service

Whenever he travels, Cpl.
Kneale usually comes home with
some new regalia to add to his
collection, He once met a sherlll
in a Florida city who wasted no
time answering his request for a
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memento - the sherilf gave him
the badge off his shirt and the cap
off his head, right there on the
spot.

Friends who travel are always
bringing home souvenirs to add
to the collection, too. Cpl. Kneale -
makes sure lhe denor gets a
thank-you lefter,

His helmet collection includes
several from Great Britain, one
from West Germany, 8 Bavarian
cap, a white pith helmet fram the
Bahamas and a motoreycle

atrolman's helmet Irom
alifornia.

The shoulder flashes, mounted
on hall a dozen large display
boards in patterns or groupings,
include items from Japan,
Vietnam, Thailand, India,
Pakistan, Greal Britain, Scoan-
dinavia, Africa, Israel, Palestine,
Italy and USSR. He has several
from South Amerlcan countrles
and most areas of Europe are
covered in the colorful collection
of shoulder patches.

From Russla

One of the more rare piecesis a
fash from the KGR, the Russlan
Hecurilﬁnpcﬂi::e.

Cpl. Kneale says Lhe variety of
gshoulder flashes now In use in
Ontarlo will some day disappear,
to be blended Inle one commaon
style that would be standard
across the province. When thol
happens, his complete collection
of Ontaric Mashes will be more
valuable Lo him.

Asked to place n value on his
collection, the corperal modestly
replied he preferred not lo ligure
it out, It would be haord to

GUNSMITH Harley Lampman of
Caijstor Centre checks out & Savage 250
_ rifle, part of the collection of antique
arms belonging to Graham Johnson of
Stoney Creek. The Johnson family
inclu ‘:F wife Judy and son John
attended Sunday's Halton Antique Arms
Association show in the community

centre.
(D. Gibbons photo)

WHO’s name executive

Ebenezer

Baptisms on

Mother’s Day

By Mrs. Ron McLean
Next Sunday, May 20, at 7:30,
Betta Griffiths will be the
speaker at a special anniversary
service, commemorating 150
Kears since services were first
eld in the community, Mrs.
Griffiths is the widow of the late
Rev. Ken Griffiths, a former
Ebenezer mintster, She is to be
ordained as a United Church
minister on the following Sunday.
A social time is planned after the
service.
Mother's D‘ag
14 year old Sandra Early
‘ Eresided at the organ on Mother's

ay. Jocelyn MacMillan and
John Douglas, son of Mr, and
577, impossible for adults to go home

; % Sandra Ashton sang Happiness
J.‘ Is.
' ’_ Mrs. John McLenn were bap-
tized.
\‘V tl{iﬁ? ns, when one Is grown, ¢ iidhood
iy things take on a different aspect.

Cnrr!&Liann Susan, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Fatt, and
o J% Mr. Finley's topic was Home

)3 i s Agaln. He stressed that it is
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not interested nnywag{, because
the collection means a lot more to
him than dollars and cents.

whis is not any marathon,
just a leisure hobby, but it is
certalnly interesting,” he sald.
“It sure helped me get over my
hang-up about correspendence.
And T found it to be most
rewardlng in the friendship you
find between police officers in all
parts of the world."

Y's Adult Handlcappe

First executive was elecled al
the meeting of the Geor etuwg
an
Frlends club May 3 at Harrlson
school. Jim Muth was elected
Bass No. 1, Erle Balkind Boss No.
2, Sandy Symmes and Jock Wilde
secretory-treasurer. The group
also underwen! a change ol
nome. They are now the WHQ's—
a short form for the phrase We
Help Ourseives.

A rousing card:playing tour-
naement and refreshments
followed the business session.

The WHO's hape to provide
their members with varied social
aclivities combined with outlets
for community service projects.
The next meeting Is May 17 at
Harrison school. , Informatlon
may be cobtained from Peggy
Balkind, 23 Charles St., George-
town.

 MASTER FEEDS

‘SPRING SALE

Stewarttown - R.R.2 Georgetown 877-7375

MAY 14 to 19

and miscellaneous other police regalia is
on display this week at the Milton OPP
detachment headquarters in Milton, as
part of Police Week celebrations.
(Photo by R. Downs)

SHOULDER FLASHES from palice
forces around the world make an
interesting and rewarding hobby for Cpl,
Larry Kneale of Milton OPP. His
collection of between 600 and 700
shoulder flashes, about 200 cap badges

PLAY MATE
A/M POCKET RADIO

COMPLETE WITH
SREAK RESISTANT
PLASTIC CASE, STRAP
CARRYCASE, DATTIRY
AND EARPHONE.
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Chqirman clarifie_s ball park remarks

on the Eden Mills park, which is quite
adequate In size, and was not cleared up t::r
the SWEEP program last year. I did,
however, point out that there is park land
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Eden Mills, Ont.
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To The Editor:

I wish to correct the report given in this
week's Free Press on the proceedings of the
Eramesa Recreation Commlitee.

A motion was put that lhe committee
recommend to the township council that the
four lots adjacenl to the Rockweod hall
park be purchased for $15,000. I did not
B rt the motion because I felt the monerlv'

“would be better spent on another ball park
to replace the one lost with the sale of the
Four Corners school.

1did nol suggest that the money be spent
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Yours faith{ully,
VALUED AT 1.49 EACH
OFFER EXPIRES HUNE 17,1973
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Rodney Bell,
Chmn. Eramosa Recreatlon Comm.
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JOHNSON'S

BABY
POWDER

oo I

“ | SUGG. LIST 1.29

BATHROOM
TISSUE

ROLLS ¢
B:-88

. ANACIN' |

Show prizes
to Halton

Holsteins owned by M. D.

Wingrove of Cam ville
Jedlrey Georgetown

YKEEPING AN EYE
on the

PURSE STRINGS

IS EASY

when you're the owner of an

ECONOMICAL PINTO!

CALL

Glenn I-Tlolmes

A :
L &L FORD
DAYS 8532370 NIGHTS 853-2159

o Buy of the wook .
- 1973 Mustang (Demo) 4200 Miles, P.S., P.B.,,
Auto., AM7-FM Radio.

Nurse o
were in Lhe prite money al the
Ontario Holstein Spring Show at
Stratford recently.

Some 271 ahimals were
paraded by 78 exhibitors before 2
capacity crowd of close 1o 1,500 ’
people, meny (rom foreign
countries. :

A Wingrove entry won the bull
call class while Nurse's entries
{ook third in senior get-of-sire
and four-year-old heifer in milk
classes.
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~ ACTON PHARMACY
863-1620
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RENT A CASCABE @0
ROT WATER BEATER
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Month
. ACTONNYDRO
. AJALICESTREET

GLENLEA DRUG MART
853-2220

2 Main 51, N. 294 Queen St E.




