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Regional Government in Halton has
turned into the can of worms which the
Ontario Government was anxious {o
avold.

Everyone is still serambling for the
prizes and assessment plums to
preserve their own Identity in @
boundary war which gets even more
ridiculous as time goes on.

When the first proposals were ad-
vanced there was some hope that all
the municipalities in the county would
co-operate and come up with an ac-
ceptable solution to a two-tler Halton-
only region. It was anticlpated

Burlington and Oakville would be able -

to hold their own end up while the five
North Halton municipalities would
make a strong third borough. |

The first to
Town of Milton,

Halton's most central municipality
decided it wanted a borough of Its own
because the town was situated in an
area with a wide community of
interest, anxious to keep growing
without having to depend on anyone
else, thank you.

“This still left the four other northem
municipalities, , Acton, Esquesing,

step out of line was the -

Geargetown and Nassagaweya, all of
themn opposed to Mllton opting out and
resolved to hammer out an agreement
which would be fair to all with
privileges to none,

The four survivors of the proposed
North Halton borough were annoyed
when the provincial government
decided to endorse the idea of a four
unit Halton but on the surface at least
they seemed to have come to an ac-
cord. That was, until the province
stuck by Its decision to divide Halton in
four, instead of three as the t:mmty
requested.

Then Nassagaweya township, which
stands to lose atl its best assessment in
the division of spoils, decided it was
time to break ranks and work out a
better deal for themselves which would
keep all the choice assessment in the
township in one borough and give the
rest away to Wellington County,

Georgetown, observing the way the
wind was blowing, decided it also had a
few ideas which they could incorporate
in a brief for the most recent regional
government seminar. Esquesing

Councillors also had a fewldeas of their
cwn which they decided to incorporate
into a brief.

This left the town of Acton holding
the bag— and it seems naively
assuming the other municipallties
seriously wanted to close ranks and
present a united volce.

‘There was no alternative but to
prepare a separate Acton brief and it
had to be “brief,” as the mayor ob-
served, because time was down to a
minimum.

The whole exercise clearly shows
that few of the people in power are
really interested in hammering out a
workable agreement for a region. Too
many have only their own interests at
heart and seem to feel the principles of
regional government will go away if
they are ignored.

We can fully understand now why the
Hon, George Kerr, M.P.P, for Halton
West feels a one tier system would be
eventually applied in Halton, along the
lines of the county board of education.
It seems we in Halton have not the
maturity and foresight to decide our
own future ard the provinece of Ontarle
may have to do it for us.
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Remnant of the harvest :
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Good old unpredlctahle Canadian

| weather. No sooner had I po into the
DEoiling. the

mail my last column, E
marvellous open winter andthe joy of spring
actually arriving on time, than we were hit
by the worst storm of the year, howling wind
and a foot of snow.

Oh well, it gave those sybarites who fled
our hracing clime for the decadent troplcs a
thanee to rub it in to us stay-at-homes when
they returned from winter break
gickeningly tanned and fit looking.

T.hia winter hreak bit is becoming more
explle ey It used to be called
Easter holi _-.m, and wasn’t much fun, The
skiing and curling vere over, the fishing and
golfing hadn't started, and the weather was
usually rotten,

But in these affluent times, Elople g0
winging off In all directions, trac

the zun or the snow or whatever their
pleasure ls, Distance and money seem no

object.

I know people who flew to Colorado for
a-'ldlng.ﬂew to Barbados for bikini-watching,
ﬂew to Jamaica for rum, flew to Comw
o for Cotnlsh hen, flew to Paris for lrmd'i

es, i

- And now the students amfntting into the

act. From our high school alone, three

different groups went soaring off to Greece,

meyudn and F‘runfe for the week's
¥.

They are accompanied by teachers, who

have the job of planning the trip, collecting -

the money, and trying to keep their charges
from knocking down the Acropolis or
straying into a brothel by mistake,

Preventing young pulchritude from
being pinched In the Piraeous Is not my idea
of a fum trip for a teacher. Nor am I thrilled

at the thought of stopping strapping young
male students from becoming addled: in
Athens or maudlin in Munich.

}hwever it's every teach tohisown taste
":f colleagues who have tried such a
jamt uring winter break assure me that
the whole thing is a breeze, that there's no
more confuston than there was on the
Titanic just before she went down.

No matter, it's a wonderful education for
the kids. How else could they learn that
forelgn cabbles, walters and rs are
cven greedier and surlier thap those st
home?

What other experience could teach them
that forelgn food 13 not only prett:.r expensive

but often awful, and that there's nothing In

the world to touch an honest Canadlan ham-

hurger?

Where could they get a better course in

driver education than on the blood-soaked
avenues of Paris?

Two young student acqueintances of

mine tock & month off during the winter, and

flew all the way to Indla. They couldn’t
afford to eat In the big hotels 5o ther just ate
what the natives did. They had a wonderful
time. They were sick during their entire
stay. Now how could they have learned all
that by staying In school like all the weak

~ conformists?
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Baok Issues of The Free Press

20 years ago

Taken from the is5oe of the Free Press of
Thursday, Apeil 9, 1953.

Acton Baptist church was the setting for
two religlous dramas on Monday when
Acton and l-llllaluuﬁ B.Y.P.U.'s preserted
their entries in Guelph _ Association
Drama Festival. Acton presented The Light
in the Window. In the cast were Lil Wagner,
Wilma Chapman, Fay Gamer, Clarence
Reld, Marjorie Landshorough, David Cooke,
Charlle Landsborough, Reid, with
director Jean Garner and P h:,r R.R.
Parker. D.L. Patterson was chalrman and
Bcnﬁn: Jones .;ave the I:‘rmcﬂctlm e

youngest competitor among m
all over Ontario, Ella Jany was awarded $10

in the public competitition at the

e EEEI?};:! m‘m&e again spoke on her
rom

Suni-ﬂnﬂlT‘sia Ln the Ontarlo Junlor

Farmer debating contest are Halton
tives Eleanor McKeown of Acton

Milton. They meet
Sketch plans for the proposed new fire
hall were presented at the meseting
of Acton council, in a seven hour session that
uned 8t .15 am. Plans call for a
ding 30 by 65 feet next to the town hall,
nghuudhadummmdeduﬁ:ﬁte
gver Alice St.

h“]\;unwinnernhheﬁotary trip to

The Unimd church choir presented an
Easter cantata directed by anist Miss
Lampard. Daughters of Knox a sunrise

cholr also presented a
capiata directed by E. Hansen.

The municipal grader, under the
drection of Walter Kmlmr is:hlnglﬂm
mlﬁmmmmmﬂmmm

50 years ago

Taken from the lssoe of the Free Press of
Tharsday, Apeil 5, 1923,
It was a sight most paethetic to see

WM"thehmnﬂmhmnﬂnf

a plot of four acres has for more than half a
century stood out among the many fine
homes in town as the most imposing and

majestic. To see its bare smoked walls, roof -

gone and interior guited causes genuipe
sorrow, It was a link to the 4 when
Sidney Smith Sr. was one of our foremost
citizens and Col. Willam Allan was the
revered grandfather of the home.

Either a defective chimney or imperfect
wiring was probably the cause. The large
gathering nl citizens present formed
salvage brigades but there was much loss of
furniture on the second floor. The past
winter new hardwood floor were laid on the
second ﬂmrueatfild hﬁgrneg workmen laid
e W ue o0 e di.ﬂill

P-mdne Smith was not fee.&n
mdhadmtarism Kind hands pre
for removal and she was taken tn
by Rev, Etewart and Dr. MnNh’En Her
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Ah, I’s just Jealousy, kids. I know you
boys had a wonderful time ogling the gals in
Greece, the belles of Bavarlu, the uleu of
Paris. if I went, I'd have to take my wile.
And even If [ dldn't I don't know whether |
oould throw a good nglu any more. Haven't
had any practice in years.

And I know IIruu girls discovered what |
could have told you in the first place and
saved you all that money — that Canadian
gliris are the prettiest In the world and that
the ones from your home town are the
preitiest in Canada.

i ask only one thing. You can bore me for
hours telling me about your trip. You can
put meto sleep with your colored slides. You

can awe me (o tears by showing me the
gunuine gimcracks you picked up for a song.

t please, please don't ask me what I d d
on my winter beeak holiday, .

All right, then, i you're adamant, I'll tell
you. | shovelled a foot of snow off the

- sigewalk, I put out the garbage. [ spent a

Lreelty exotic half-hour at the library. 1
lped my wife vacuum and clean up the
house as she didn't want to leave a

house in case someone hroke In while we
Were away..

Oh, yes, we went away. We didn't get to
the Barhados as we had planned. Bul we
went all-the way south to the city. My wife
went shop plns It would have been cheaper
to go to the Barbados.

And while she was out, battling our way
toward the poor-house, Ilustsatba:k inthe
luxury of our thel room and had myszelf a
whee of a time marking exam papers.

- Then we came home and fed the cat. The

- whole thing is an experience 1 shall never

forget. It was s0 mm:h fun I'm already
planning next year's nintef break.

removal was pathetle but tender care and
solicitude were exerted,

&:rmundedhyémtﬁlymwithsprr&d
. camp, e
mmm&ngq;hﬂgmmmsmﬂﬂnw

place of the town. architecture
resembled Old Country Immestemis The

tower, conservatory, large stone chimneys
and heavy cornlces all h:nt dign.lt:f and
homeliness.

Let us all prepa.re to celehrate the Iuwn 3
o0th anniversary!

75 yea'rs ago

Taken from the lasoe of the meFrensnt
Thursday, Apeil 7, 1898.
rﬂjmlngﬂn;r} Hulmea.! drlg‘l;?, hasuheen

eV armersol a e quantity of
fat stock the past few weeks and has made
their hearts by paying good prices for

* _them. Last Wednesday he sent a car ol hogs

to Taronto and on Thursday two cars of
r:at% for ﬂ;ﬁiﬂm markets.

¢ public uplis
departments from whl&
promoted this week 83 a mﬂtuftheEa.ﬁnr

retty silver sugar
shell, Miss Patterson a dainty sachet and
toilet nrunie:I ﬁ:n Miss McQueen a beautiful
Included in the lengthy li!l'.s ol
E'onnhﬂmmthenam
Swackhamer, Ada Gurbey,

bage,

should go troen hame witbout a
hottle of Dr. J.D. R;.-Ih 's Dystenu-y
Cocdial in their o
remedy oftentimes saves gmat suff
and frequently valuable lives. 'ﬁﬂﬂ
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Minister cannot erase stigma

Few would quarrel with Environ-
ment Minister James Auld when he get
forth the Government's policles on
waste management issues such as
landfill, recyeling and non-returnable
containers, to the Grocery Products
Managers of Canada, last week.

“The province has a very definite
commitment to hold the line on the
increase in the amount of garbage,”
Mr. Auld said. “Strong leadership will
be taketi in this field so that we can cut
down as much as possible on one-way
disposable cartons . . . we intend to
promote the concept ul’ reusabllity and
discourage dispogability."

The Minister stated the Government
would investigate the development of
central separation and reclamation
plants, the use of waste as an energy
source and concluded that Metro

" Torento, like the rest of Ontario, must

. continue to depend on landfill for the
disposal of a large proportion of its
waste, He declared that even if central
reclamation plants were in operation
right now, a substantial proportion of
the total waste produced in a muni-
cipality would still have to be disposed
of by landfill,

“The landfill of waste at a properly
located and operated site will not
pollute the environment, impose
hazards to health, or any significatnt
degree of nuisance, even to the

Conduct on

Canadians have a strange mentaiity.
We demand the ruthless extermination
of any living species that in the least

threatens our persons or possessions

but do nothing to have our highways
ridded of the maniacs who daily kill

and maim our families and wreck our
property. '

We quickly call out the law and
organize a posse to kill or capiure a
harmless bobcat that strays into a back
alley, but we seldom cast a second
glance at a speeding motorist roaring
through a school zone.

We endorse the imprisonment u!
anyone who brandishes a firearm, but
pay .ﬂ.mall attention to the wild and

residents immediately adjacent,” he
claimed.

“A landfill site like any other large
construction project is certainly not the
most desirable of nelghbors and it
woilld be foolish to pretend that it is,”
the Minister acknowledged, but he
noted that he must distinguish between
support in principle of the need to
acquire landfill sites and approval {o

use specific sites wherever they are

located, a qualification which has
much interest in this area where a
proposal to truck shredded baled waste
from Toronto has been getting much

- ink lately, |
. The Minister insisted that before any:

particular site is approved all the
procedures laid down in the Environ
mental Protection Act must be
followed, - including public hearings
before the Environmental Hearing
Board.

The safeguards enumerated by Mr.
Auld seem to cover all facets of wastie
disposal but one-—the need for every
municipalityin Ontario to solve its own
disposal problems without violating the
environment others live in and enjoy.

it is perfectly all right to make a
pitch for the disposal of Toronto
garbage but it should be obvious to all
concerned that Metro should have the
landfill sites there or in immediately
adjacent municipalities if they are to

be as unobjectionable a3 ﬂ-m Minister
relates,

If Toronto can pour out such
prodigious amounts of garbage it
stands to reason the ¢ity should also be
prepared to dispose of it within Its own
boundaries. There are areas in Toronto
that no doubt would benefit from such
sanjtary waste.

Obviously Metro Toronto does not
want its own waste but it is an arrogant
assumption for politicians there or at
Queens Park to conclude the people In
smatll towns and rxal townships should
be ready to accept it. We have our own
disposal problems, many of them as
critical as Toronto's, although on a
smaller scale. :

We have no way of kmowing whether
Indusmin proposals would poliute the
water table—this is up to the experts to
decide—but we do know that the people
in this arca f{eel they should have a
voice in determining their own envir-
onment, other than a public hearing
where only the chemical problems
would be debated. There are also
aesthetics to consider.

Queens Park can dress up the lingo
any way they want but garbage s still
garbage, a dump is still a dump, and
the stigma attached to it could do ir
reparable harm to this area, far worse
than any load of steaming garbage can
produte.

highways criminal

frequently intoxicated friends who hurl
4,000 pound missiles of destruction

down our crowded highways.

We support the hanging of those who

privately kill an enemy no matter how

just their cause, but we fail to ralse our
voices to demand adequate deterrent
for the cold blooded murderers who
crulse our highways and callously kill
and maim unsuspecting, innocent
victims.

Criminal conduct on our highways is
becoming accepted as an unpleasant
but unavoidable phase of Canadian life.
We demand the building of safer roads
and the manufacture of safer cars, but

we indignantly scream “police state”

at the suggestion of ghost' cars or
concealed patrolment in a feeble effort
to inter to some small degre-e the
outlaws of the highways.

We protest the infringement of

personal rights if police try to obtain

scientific tests on a drunk's alcoholic
condition, but we scarcely give a
thought to his vietim lying in the
morgue or hospifal.

It seems uniikely that this sorry
picture will change soon because there
is no indication that Canadians intend
to demand protection on their
highways. —Editorial in St Mar,r &
Journal- Argus

Acton brief aim - setting up region

government,
at A

Acton's brief on
presented last Th
Eb e il providing -dor achievermen

i ra
ol the pm aims in establishing
reglonal gwtmmmt in Halton county.”

Acton favors a North Halton nre;
including Acton, Georgetown, most
%aﬂd Nassagaweya and included
Eden in the area at the present time.
Northern homﬂ:-;? is the n‘eatgelhnﬂ of
the ,eastern boundary the present

He and the wiﬂ'n boundary
the t Nassagaweyn

&mmmmwmmlrmu ; ot
the east, along e Ioarth
ljne north to 3 Sidercad, west on 5 Sldercad

the intersection of highway 401 in
ng and along 401 to the west
boundary of Nassagaweya.
Acton recommends four wards,
boundaries to be defined later, equal in
population. One member would be elected

from each ward to the regional council, and
will also sit on the local council. The mayor,
who would be elected at Large, would also be
amember of Lhe council. This gives
theregimnlmun five members from the

'I'!::emmmd!muldhanﬂmbeﬂ,
three members plus one
from each ward, plus the mayor.

Council summarizes their recommenda-
s e e s eamert
Him:mldel.n a jolnit brief of Halton county

1972, and the Ministry’s
rammmdﬂﬂnru .

Acton feels the area should handle such
concerns as goning, land drainage, public
transit, fire protection, animal control and
Iivestnck protection, Itbrarles and
fﬂﬂﬂlﬂ lﬂ.‘l

Regional control should be over capilal
borrowing, tax collection, hydro,

Emergency
development, garbage collection and

forests, health and welfare,
tim{withl.htﬂPF phuadmrtwlﬂt
financial assistance), water and sewers and
musetnmsI.

Measures, industrial

. conservation authority, county
police protec-

Both area and

should be for
mnniltﬂn!ndmmm

ﬂmlpl

ks and recreation,

ﬁmwm

"l'he elected officials of the Corporation

the Town of Acton have
views in this brief, agree

thehldac




