briefs before they made any decistons about changing the would discourage
roning of the town's cornmercial

holding zones.

"We certainly find ourselves in a very difficult position
here," opined board chatrman Sid Saltz, “Which ever way we
go we will be stepping on somebody’'s toes."

Three opposing briels &
Planning board heard an or
brief from lawyer Aldo Braida
and :ihz;d two wrill;:er:h hrgﬁ

¢ es &
m. from Chamber ol
Commerce and the  Acton

t Commanission.

- A survey the beard
commisaioned high school
students to carry out seemed to
be Inconclusive sc members, by
resolution, decided to review and
further tﬁm the
which involve residents mainl

hire a professional consultant to
find out if any es oOr
alterations are legal before they
make a [irm recommendation to
council,

Some members of the short-
handed board slso found the oral
brief by Aldo Braida unsetiling

they did not want to make

Mr. Lialda explained he was
chalrman of the p board
in 1968 when It was ded to
qone all Bower Avenue from
Willow St. to the CN tracka aa
commercial, flguring it would be
the best prwlﬁm for subsequent
downtown commercial develop~
ment. Council did not 'f,“ alu;_g
with thelr proposals 80 the bo

He said tugat e Ia

e sa present proposa
before planning board which
would rezone commercial
holding zones to allow residents
to alter or add to their homes
would discourage” cormmercial
devul::lpmenh He proposed
instead that, if possible, the C1H
zoning be maintalned! and an
émendment be made to the
zoning by-law which would allow
residents in CiH zones to alter
their homes 8¢ long as they
complled with R2 or R4 zoning.

Then If 2 developer came
along, Mr. Braida explained,
there needn't be the long wails
for a change of zoning and then a

Swimming Class Enrolment
Now Being Filled

Lessons April 6th to May 25th

Fee: *10 Por Person

Bus leaves Acton Y fur“Guelph Y
at 6.45 p.m. every Friday night

EOR REGISTRATION CALL

o Linda Grenere 8563-1633
o Susan Pratt 863-2165

N Three briefs oppése changes .
Planning board delays decision on business section

Members of Acton Planning Board decided they wanted
more time to analyze results of a survey and three opposing

before the
Board which
commercial

possible hearin
Ontario Municip

development robably send
it elsewhere, um? to r-tlﬁ!tm or
Georgetown. Those who invest
money are [n the business to
make money, he stressed, and
long walts capital sits idle
do not appeal to them.

“In my opinlon we should not
stifle the downtown,"”’ Mr. Braida
said and Uf reglonal government
decides Acton won't expand its
borders where will business go?
when the downtown area is filled
up? he asked. He sald it would
hamstring the town, :

Braida urged the Planning
Board to leave the zoningas i {8
and put in an amendment to the
by-aw. He said Chal;f[ng the C1H
zones to residential would be
doing 8 disservice to existing
merchants. He told the board he
was presenting his views taking
lnto account the bad:Ero:md and
didn't want to go back to zoning
which would be so0 inflexible no
ane could want to do anything
with it. - |

Mayor defends chamge

After Mr. Bralda had left,
Mayor Les Duby spoke in defense
of the change of
suggesting that what was done
1968 was the best thing at the
time, but several years have
passad and the thinking then has
not borne fruit. By-laws are made
to be amended from time to time,
he sald, and he felt it was time to
change.

“If commmercial outlets are

ed on Bower Avenue and
on Mill St. it is no ad-
vantage to the merchants there
now,” he told the board, It would
be better, he reasoned, to include
rtions of Maln St. in C1H zones
lieu of Bower and Church,
which would be Dbetter
residential,

“From a retailer's point of
view the more businesses open
adjacent to them, the more
benefits would result.”

Think of Mill St. on the south
side—what have we got
cornmercially? the mayor asked,
ticking off businesses there, he
suggested, left plenty of room for
development. “I'd like to sce Mill
St fully developed before Bower
and Church."”

The mayor said the downtown
area was already unattractive to

shoppers with (ts soaped-up,
merked-up windows, and certaﬂl
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Second Section

le would like to see them
ved before houses are torn
down ¢n Bower Avenue.
‘‘Before encumberin
residential homes on Bower
Chirch we should utilize every-
thing possible on Miil 5t," he
continued. It is much better to
shop in adjacent stores than to
shop in one store, pass two emply
slores and then have to go over
Bower and Church Sts. to finish."
Sarvey inconclusive
At this point in the meeting
Councillor Bill Coats arrived with
results of the survey comumis-
sioned by the board, and carried
out by students of *he high school.
Mr, Coats explained the students

surveyed some homes in C1 zopes

a3 well as C1H, for a total of 77. .

Tabulated results showed that
most people in the survey did not
know how the CIH by-law af-
fected them and did not feel it
restricted any improvements
they might want to make in their
premises. Most people in the C1H
survey were In favor of reverting
to a residentlal zone but these in
the C1 zone were not. This answer
was clouded by many “not sure"
answers which further confused
planning board’s intent.

“It sure i{s not consistent. I
can't follow the logic,”’ sald board
member Dave Muckle. -

“It shows too much of our
planning is not meaningful to the

pmuﬂ,'F sald the mayor.

Mr. Muckle indlcated he leaned
toward the argument set forth by
Mr. Bralda—to leave the CIH
alone and allow residents to
change propertles provided they
adhered to certaln standards. He

felt this would solve any-

complalnts,
The mayor sald he favored

. more puhlic‘fnrticipntinn 50

residents would know how the by-
law affects their properiles
before any declaions were made,
but was willing to make some

concessions to Mr. Braida's
argument.

Mr, Muckle referred to the
survey which indicated only 22 of

those in the CI1H zone would

gppear at a public re

hearing. In his estimation this df
not favor a public meeting. He
felt the board should also ask the
consultant’'s opinion about the
legalities of Mr. Bralda’'s

proposals,
Cgoah'mnn Saltz Umu&!n the
board would arrive at the best
compromise by leaving Church
end Bower and developing Mill
St., although he noted they rnight
be going contrary to opinion as
expressed in the briefs from the
Development Commission and
the Chamber of Commerce.
Executive decladon .

It was noted, however, that the
Chamber brief was an executive
decision as opposed to a general
meeting, the mayor said In
his oplnion it would still be better
to fill in Mill St. before &.ﬂmﬂ to
Church and Bower with com-
mercial properties. ‘I don't feel
this conflicts with the Chamber
bxlef,”" he declared.

'This rankled Mr. Muckle. “Do
you suggest going against all
advice and representation?'’ he

Chamber says change
would be backward step

In opposing any changes in the present C1H zoning, the Acton
Chamber of Commerce submitted the following brief to Acton

Planning board:

"Qver the years, the Acton Planning Board and the Actor town
ocouncil have received advice in regard to zoning and town planning in

general. Large amounta of the taxpayers' money have bee

n spent on

rofessional consultation as well as free advice obtalned in 1964 as a
result of 4 survey taken by the University of Toronto. All these concur
that steps should be taken to preserve and enlarge the central business

district.

“In order for the central husiness district to th?e!m it must be

possible for a developer

to assemble lands without

delays of

rezoning and without interfering with the Official Plan of the

municipality.

“By-law 1416-1968 containa all that is necessary to guarantee the

foregoing, and it is the o
that nothing has changed
rescind this by-law.

n of the Acton Chamber of Commerce
the interval since 1968 to require councll to

“The Chamber recognlzes the fact that there are certaln
inconveniences which may (or may not) present themselves from
time o time to persons who own property inthe C1H zone, but we have
confidence in the members of the Acton Cormumittee of Adjustment,
that they will continue fo use their good judgement when and if
applications are made to them for variances to properties occupled as

residences within the zone.

"We therefore snbmit that any change in the present plan would

be a backward step.”
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Drop in now and see and hear.
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_town stores were never

+

asked the mayor. “We have
recelved no mandate whatsoever
than to preserve the status quo
and no advice (rom any profes-
sional agency or anyone to do as
you suggest.”” He felt the board
should consult the planner before
golng any further,

But board member Frank
Simloni said members should
toke all the information home
and study it before any decisizis

. were made,

“I still feel as Mr. Duby does,”
Simon sald, declaring Mr.
Bralda's arguments about
reglonal goverrmment suppreasing
growilt in Acton itself were not

valid because most nhapE
couldn't care lesa {f a new p

was in the town or Esquesing, for
instance and this should have no

bearing on the decision.

“We have waited for zix or
seven years for a big outfit to buy
in the commercial holding zones
but they haven't arrived yet and
altho Mr. Braida [elt thls
could happen anytime, it might
not either. In Mr. Simioni's
opinion the town needs larger
stores, not the smalier be
tauilt. He referred to neighboring
towns and cities, noting down-
laced
with something larger and he felt
Acton's case was no dif{ferent.

“Iet's fill Mill St. up on both

sides, one end to the other,” he

ed. "I don't think anyone will
d a commercial property on
Bower Avenue." :

In the chairman's estimation it
waa up to planning board to make
the decision, not the consultant,
who would likely only glve them
several alternatives and ask
them to make the deciasion

ENYWRY.
“We should be able to make the

. decision ourselves,' agreed vice-

chairman Vic Bristow,

Counciltor Orv Cha nolled
as to his opinion said he favored
central development to Kkeep
husiness in one area downtown.

It was agreed further study
was necessary beflore any
decision was reached and the
consiltant would bﬁ t;:nmatittd to
explaln the legalitles of any
alterations in the by-law,

Appoint
Simioni-
to attend
meetings

Members of Acton Planning
board were so pleased with the
report Frank Simionl brought
back from a recent Bruce
Howlett Inc. meeting In
Georgetown, about Ontario
Hydro's 500 KV lines, the

ted him to attend &
uent meetings.

Mr. Simioni reportied he felt
most of the people who attended
the meeting in Georgelown were
there to protect their aown
property. rather than being
concerned about the reglon as a
% by agreed th

Du , RO 12
only place the hydro lines
could go was. across open
farmland and over the years it
had never hurt anyone. He and
olther members of the board felt
that if Hydro had to avoid all the
areas referred to In the criteria
the lines would be doomed.

Oakville
planner
to speak

Oukville planner Ron Cooksley,
a reaident of Nassagaweya
township, will speak to a jownt
meeting of the Acton
Development Commission and
the Planning Board on regional
governinent planning.

The and public are

Pmﬂng. board
to attend foliowing receipt

an Invitation at their meeting
Thuraday and passed a resciution
which would allow them to be
pald the wusual rate for
attendance. .

Survey results:

Results of the survey by high school students of the C1H and C1-
homes was tabulated as follows: -~ .

ClH

1. Do you know how the ClH bylaw

alfects you?
2, Do you

make in your premises?

Not
Noe Bure

o'l 2

feel that this has, or will,
restrict any improvements you want to

2

3. Do you feel that being in a CIH zone
has i.na;:md the wvalve of your

Eﬂ mld'yuuheinfwnrﬂmwrﬂnstu

a residential zone?

{(b) Would you appear at a public

rezoning hearing?

ClHomes

1. Yes 11; No I7;

2. Yea 5; No 18; Not Sure 5.
3. Yes 14; No 18; Not Sure 8.
4. Yes 4; No 13; Not Sure 11.

(b) Yesa 10,




