Legion hockey workers maintain

interest and dedication to cause

by Denis Gibbons

It’s been 2 day or two since
lifesavers like Vic Masters and
Gordle Jamed put thélr backs
into heavy snow-laden steel
scrapers and circled the Acten
arena lce surface soaking up the
half foot of water temporarily
separating anxious youngsters
from thelr beloved game of
hockey.

Mose than 20 vears and 4000
games later, the problems of
operating a minor  hockey
mm*am are slightly different,

the interest and dedication
shown by the Acton Leglon Minor
Hockey .  Association in
contributing towards this
- important part of the town's
recreation has not changed.

Whaot started out as a
conversation around once an old
wood stove has developed into

Acton’s largest single recreational

organization, supplying hockey
for 300 boys on 22 teams. There

were 10 tearns from the novice to
bantam age brackets and about

150 boys when the organization
was first formed in 1802,
legion minor hockey now
occuples 10 hours of lce time
every Saturday morning
beginning ot 7 and another hour
on Sunday. Atom and midget age
groups were added te the
prograni five years ago and last

~ yenr was the first that any group

had as many as six teams.

Cooperation

“We actually have a very
loosely-operated organization,”
says Gordie James, one of the
founders.” We don’t even have
minutes of m s, but It
works. We’ve been able to get the
help and cooperation of many
groups and individuals whenever
we needed it."

The local Branch 187 and the
Leglon Ladies Auxillary have
been particularly faithful in
providing facilities for fupd-
raising dences and registrations
and catering for banquets and
tournament lunches.

Kerwin McPhail now chalrs the
minor hockey committee, which
has been made up of countiess
volunteers over the 20 Yyear

period.

Herb Woods, Herb Cook, Mlke
Bennett, Vic and Lorne Masters
and George “‘Shorty Hollinger
were members of the nﬂﬂiml

committee. Bill Buchanan,

Cunningham, Dude Lindsay, Ted

Pope and George Cooper and the

ever popular Charlie Thomson
in later years.

On the present committee
glong with Kerwin are, Bob
Louttet, Gord McCutcheon, Ivan
Kilby, Atan Hall, Ab Irwin and
John Toebes,

Fixture

John Toebes has hbecome a
Saturday morning fixture at the
arcna, the same ag Charlie
Thomson was before his death
last year. Joht makes Sure
games are started on time,
referees are available and
statistical reports of games get to

SORTING out tickets for the peewee McPhall, Ab Irwin, Iven Kilby and Gordie
tournament are ). to r., Chairman Kerwin James.
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the Free Press office.

“Without John we could be in
real trouble on a Saturday
morning,” chairman Kerwin
McPhail admits.

A plaque donated by the group
in cqmr le's memory now goes
annually to persons makin
outstanding recreationa
contributions in toym. -

Also nssisting as convenora for
the first time this year were
Qarence Hil (novice), Bruce
Sears (peewee), Harry Ensing
(bantam} and Gary McEachern
(midget). Mrs, Dave McKnight
and Ellie Toebes helped compile
statistics and Ron M-:Kn%ht
showed up faithfully to look after
time-keeping dutles.

Presidemt McPhall cites the
cooperationof the local parks and
recreation committee, who he
says have been very fair In
sefting ice time rales as one
major reason the Legion
organization has been able to
keep registration fees at such a
reasonable level. For a grand
total of $8 this year each boy got
20 weeks of hockey, a sweater,
crest and refreshments on the
Day of Champions,

Rural lads

The comparalively low [ces
have attracted several district
families, who previously took
thelr boys to Milton, Georgetown
or Guelph to play minor hockey.
Registration figures this year
showed that 40 percent of the 330
boys signed were from outside
the town of Acton.

A monthly lottery conducted
the local Branch, dances and the
annual peewee house league
tournament are the associotion’s
major sources of revenue. The
group's operating costs last year
were close to $7000. '

The tournament, which was
staged on the final weekend of
February for the [ourth
consecutive year recently Is one
of thic few in Ontario that offer
house league players a chance to
aay out of town for a day. It has

come on of the highlights of
Acton's winter sports program.

{town loumey

The 44own towrnament, which
has been running annually since
the early '50s has also been an
important sidelight of Leglon
minor hockey. Select teams from
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Acton Figure Skating Club

PRESIENTS

ICE REVIEW 73

""WEL

FEATURING

COME TO OUR
WORLD""

A LARGE CAST OF LOCAL SKATERS

LINDA TASK

PLUS

GUEST SKATERS

of Toronto

=
ER & ALLAN CARSON

1rd in 1973 Cdn. Championship Pairs

LOCAL PRO
& Mrs. Ed. Leatherland

'ACTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

% Matinee 2 p.m.

ADMISSION

* Evening 8 p.m.

Adults *'1.75 Children 14 & Under 73°
GENERAL ADMISSION AND TICKETS FOR BOTH MATINEE &

EVENING PERFORMANCE

AOVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM CLUB MEMBERS
" Sanciioned by The Canadian Figure Skating Association

the novice, peewee, bantam and
midget hous= leagues compete
once & year againat their
counterparts from Georgetown,
Sreetsville and Orangevilie, This
year's tournament will take place
in Orangeville's brand new
community centre, Saturday,
April 7.

In the organization's Infant
years the popular ‘‘Booster
Nights", held annually In the
arena were the Bole source of
revenoe. Complete with minor
hockey games, figure skating,
comical broomball contests
between local service clubs and
clowns, ‘'Booster Nights'' were
ant entertainment bargain.

Bants bow to
Bay Ridges

Acton Firefighter bantams §

ed a few siurprises beforo
wing out of the Georgetown
International bantam tourna-
ment in the 'C" series seml-
finals Friday.
Firefighters battled Bay
Ridges tom 2-2 tle in the mornd
game, but dropped Lhe seco
contest in the afternoon 6-1.

Ricky Holmies, one of
team’s five ‘'mighty mites"
scored the first Acton goal In
Friday mormni
Buchanan netted the second on &
pass from John McCutcheon,

Acton led 20 Euing Into the
third period, before Chris
Popatheodoran and Terry While
scored for Bay Ridges. Robin
Inscoe was outstandi In the
Acton nets throughout the game.

Another “‘mighty mite",
Freddie Allen ale

pass past the Bay Rldges goalie

the .'

's game. Steve E

guided a .ii: |
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Standard Products spiel
at Acton curling club

By Bob MacArthur

Saturday was “‘Standard
Products Day'* at Acton Curling
Club. :

The sizeable plant in George-
town makes auot parls and
Is just one of the Canadien
tranches, Qther plants &re at
Stratford and Windsor. The
Stratford and Georgetown plant
took part in the bonspiel.

A full 16 teams lined up for the
two games with some teams from
cach plant and other teams as
combinations of both plants,

The winning team wa3s ski

Les Cook with his wife Jean.
ey come from Stralford. Ihe
other part of the winning®
combination was from

Georgetown, Bill and Norma
Weir.

Walter Najorsen, president of
the Canadian operations, took
part and presented the Lrophy.

The Stratford players chartered
fn bus for the ride to Acton.

Supper was served the curlers
?Iﬁj artook of the dance that
ollowed,

Orangeville ousts A-Bs

Orangeville novices, flrst place
f[inishers in the Waterloo-
Welllngton league ousted Acton
A-Ba from the league playofls tn
Lhree stralght games, wrapplng
up the series with a J-1. win in
Orangeville last’ Wednesday
night.

rary Lumbers scored the
Acton goal on o pass from Todd
Cook In the f{irst perlod.

Orupgeville bounced back to
score twice in the second period
anst ance ln the third,

“Jt wos won of our better ef-
forts agelnst Orangeville. We
outshot them, but couldn't
connect on enough changes,”
manager Del Cook reported.

Ovangeville won the first two
pomes of the serles 60 and 34,

) IIIIHHiIIBHIIIHHIlHHIHII.IHI!IIIII!|HII'I1III1II11H'I1HIIl!lIIl!lIH'III'tI'I!IIIIIII]IlllIIIIHII1IIFIII!HHTHI'EIIIIII'IIIHII_HIIIHIII1IIITI‘I'IIFIIHIlIl!lIlHllIlﬂﬂTtlEl—Iﬂtﬂﬂl!lﬂl‘Him

i Acton Meadows Golf Gourse

A limited number of new

1973 memberships
now available

GOLF OPENING!

Weather permitting the 1973

golf season tees off

SATURDAY, MARCH J1st

&
A

§ Our facilities are available for @ weddings ebanquets @parties

JIM TIMLECK ar 853-0052
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1973 EASTER SEAL
CAMPAIGN
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1973 “Timmy’’ Richard Ware of Scarborough

checks the sign being placed by Whipper

Billy Watson and assistant Gillian Regehr
as the 1973 Easter Seal Campaign gets underway.

HELP A CRIPPLED CHILD
WITH A DONATION TODAY

- A project of the Rotary Club of Acton

Please mail your donation to

The Rotary Club of Acton

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce-Acton




