Meen meeting “fiasco™?

Northern municipalities confer tonight|

countered he found their answers
on taxation and sssesxment very
evasive, used glorious
terma I barely understand and
lulmd. inathematician,” Mr. Coatls

did not attend jsaving someof his  waste of time to meet with the
stalf in charge, other munlcipalitien before
Counclls and town and another meeting with Mr, Meen,
mn.lhl stat{a of Acton, George-  Mayor countered that i  agsociated with a Welllngton
Eaquesing and the four mun tles had met region, “That's pretty close to

Hlul awoya woré present Deforethe havebeen able ouyr  door, ™ w:rnad Mr. .

-l'm-éi some were disgruntled (o present a more uniled front, McKensie. “We could find  Some areas are bound to be
upset about the meeting the night  and le wilh prepared spokesmen. ourselves  drawn Into “EIH. was Mr, Marks' opinion,
before, Tues. Feb, 13, which one  "'We dn't have to sit  Reeve McKensle observed wenington,” Our questions were
of them angrily termed a throughanother fascollke that,” ‘“‘We'renotsonaivesalothinkthe  Racalling the meeting deputy-  Deapite  fuli e.lundln
"“fiasco’, had changed the declared councillor Norms Elliott, Dboundaries will change unless ,.qve Marks felt Acton councit councillors will be working In

of councll meeting to attend ‘I resent the fact Acton was the 90 presaure s put on them! h.nd gained benefit from the another reglonal
Int meeting called by Arthur mh'ﬂWHEﬂ that saw [it to stay to North corner from the experts who _ Shaking his head councllior
Mm parllamentary assistant to  the end.”

The reeve of Nassagaweya la to anywer mmml Elliott remarked - 80 much fak
the treasurer; howaver Mr. Meen  He wondered ([ It would be a  Anne MacArthur had stated at quuunm However Mr, Coata &l mo lttle beneflt . . .

the meeting that Eden Mills and
district mlaht he betier held In
abeyance and In future

Hlym-l:mh will try lo arrange
ﬁ1 the four nelghbor
mmlc ties In the New North
Halton reglon, he told council lart
Wednesday, (it's now set for
tonight, Fuh 21 In Georgetowmn,
Council members were
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K amily of seven burned out
in Saturday morning fire

v
Sixtean Pages—Fiftean Cents.

Fire completely destroyed the
home and belongings of Sld Spear
Hallinafad, in sub-zero weather
Saturday morning leaving a family
of seven homeless with only the
clothes on their backs to show for
years of effort.

Flames, which secmed Lo start in
tho rear end of the century-old
“home after 10 o'clock Saturday
morning routed three of the Spears
children and charred the two-
storey frame home beyond
recognition while firefighters from
Acton and Georgetown waged a
losing battie in sunny below zero
woather.,

A shaken Std Spear, who spent
thousands of dollars renovating the
structure, surveyed only still
blaring remains when he arrived
on the scene from a repair job at a
nearby home with his son Michael,
1 .

“It's surprising what a fire can
do in a few minutes,” he told the
Free Press., “The main thing is
that everyone is safe, I guess,"”

Two of his children, Jolm, 8 and
nine-month-old Sidney Jr, were led
from the blating house by 16-year-
ald Rosemary who discovered the
fire when she opened the door to
the rear part of the house and was
engulfed by smoke, She got John to
carry the baby to the home of a
friend, Mrs. Shirley Saunders, who
lives out on the Seventh Line. Then
she called firefighters and fled clad
only in a nightgown.

Rosempary spent Saturday night
in etown hospital recovering
from shock. After {irefighters
arrived she attempted to re-enter
the blazing home and had to be
restrained by O.P.P. uﬂimm and

ﬂmﬂghters
Mrs. Spear was in Acton getting

R R
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“her hair done when fire broke out

while Betty, 14, was bahy-sitting at
a neighbor's,

The Acton brigade was first on
the scene. They emptied thelr tank
on the blazing home and chopped a
hole in the ico to pump water from
the creck which flows directly in
front of the home, which sits on a
knoli behind Ballinafad United
church, Not long after they
arrivt:d. the first of the Georgetown
trucks came and they tackled
fiames in the front end of the
structure.

Two more Gourgetnm trucks
arrived and started a shuttle water
service but there was little
fircfighters could do but keep the
fames confined. Smoke hillowed
across the countryside shutting out
the bright sun.

'"The home is one of the oldest in

the viliage, well over 100 years,”

sald Chester Swindlehurst, a
spectator, He said he had sold the
home to Sid Spear in 1886 after the
Swindlehurst family lived in it for
3 years, and it had been a
venerable home then.

"'Sid has spent a lot of time and

money fixing it up,” he told the

Free Press, putting in a fumace,
and covering the exterior with
aluminum siding. He also fixed up
the rear part of the house, making
it livable.”

Fire engulfed the rear of the
home first and spread rapidly
through the frame structure, but
fortunately the wind of the
previous day had gone and there
was little danger of flames
spreading to nearby homes,

Three alarms

Those who contend misfortunc
strikes in threes have the
expericnce of - Acton firefighters
this week to back them up.,

While one crew of firefighters
"was busy fighting the blaze at the
Spear home in Ballinafad, another
crew was called to the home of

* Doug 'Mason on Lzke Ave.,

Saturday morning. Mr. Mason
smelled smoke and when
firefighters arrived it was traced to
the motor on the furnace. There
was no damage.

Monday night the alarm went
again while firefighters were

{Continued on Page 2)

Sid Spear, a well known fumece
repairman and plumber, sald he
was partlially covered by Insurance
but all his records and personal
belongings were lost In the blaze.

O.P.P. officcrs on the scene
assisted him In locatlng the
insurance adjuster and directed
traffic on the Seventh Line. Village
residents and neighbors from the
area were offering Mr, Spear
accommodation, while the flames
still raged through the house.

Although {t seemed Lo atart In the
rear end of the house, it 1a believed
the firec may have started in the
basement. Investigators combed
the remalns to see¢ If any evidence
could be found.

Firefighters were coated with fce

. as they fought the flames,

Welcome cups of coffee were
sgerved by members of the
Ballinafad United church women.

‘The family stayed at the home of
Mrs. Spear's {father, G. Barac, in
Acton after the fire,

Friends and necighbors of the
family are arranging a dance to ald

the Spear, family at Ballinafad hall.
Saturday evening.

Red Cross aids homeless famzly

A few hours after fire destroyed
the Spear home Saturday, the
Geargetown and district Red Cross

drove Mrs, Spear to Georgetown

and bought $400 worth of new
clothing for Mrs. Spear and
chiliren Rosemary 16, Betty 14,
Michael 13, John 8, and nine month
old Sidney Jr. Sid Sr. was to be
outfitted Monday.

The Red Cross also supplied
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bedding and bought food to tide the

family over, looking after other

necds as well.

The society’s president, Elaine

Sales R.N. lives in Ballinafad, She
said the money came from the
society's disaster fund built up

through annual collections door to

door, and is available to anyone in

the area where disaster strikes.
Blanche Goudeketing Is in
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charge of the committee which
looks after minor disasters such as
the Spear fire. Sandwiches and
coffee were served to chilled
firefighters.

Neighbors and friends also of-

fered assistance of furniture and
clothing and offers aid are still
coming in
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Queen of the Snow

SNOW QUEEN

of the Acton High school
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wine chosen over five finallsts, Ann Luty,

winter carnival "'Ockpik 3", Kathy ¥uchs, a 13 Dinne Timbers, Judy 'l‘hihodt*nu and Roma

year old Grade 9 student was crowned and
robed at the school dance Thursday night by

Miss Acton Fair 1972 Valerie Mitchell. Knthy

Kuchmak. She 18 the daughter of My, ardd Mrs,
Ben Fuchy, R.R. 4 Acton.

(D. Gibhbona photo)

Council prepares
for storm of protest

Enquesaing Council is prepar
itself for a atorm u? ﬁtﬁ
expected to result from the
recent announcement that Metro
Toranto garbage may be shipped
In the {oftn of compacted balerto
worked-out quarries at the
indusmin operatlon on the Third
Line, near Acton.

Cousicd! decided Monday night
to ask indusmin for u:F!nn of aIl
engineering and hydrologlsts
reports connected with the
proposal and also to write the
clerks of Acton, Georgetown,
Milton and Hausagaweya ad-
vising them of the p ! and
asking them to support a
separate councll resolution
aimed at provincial government

rtments,
resolution allowed for

letters to be written to the .

Ministry of Natural Reésources,
Ministry of the Environment,
Halton East M.P.P. Hon. James
Snow and Halton West M.P.P,
Hon. George Kerr advising that
council is concerned about the
proposal and wishes to be
consulted before any deciston (s
made. The letters will also ask
for any avallable information on
long range effects such an
operation could have on the
environment .
visit

Surprise
prompted by ““::frﬂme i.!iwu
a visit to
the council chambers by former
Deputy-reeve Russell Miller, who

- asked if council had yet token a

sland on the matter.
Reeve Tom Hill sald council

had hoped to reserve comment

untll after the public meeting,
scheduled for BStewartlown,
Wednesday, February 28,

“We've had no letters on it
Ruass. The only thing we got was
an cndorsement from Speyside
ratepayera,” the reeve aald.
“They were iIn agreement
because It wasn't golng to be In
hptyuidﬂ”

“That's not exuctly true,”
irilr.'rruplml Deputy-Reeve [en
Coxe. "They ogreed with the
E;:puual in principle, but asked

certain investigations flrst."”

Deputy-Reeve Coxe felt council
W!Juld have to come up with a
reason for opposing the
!ropuaal other thnn the fact that
Toronto ga
“Now'a the tlme u: siir It up,

before they get 8 strong hold on .

it,” he ad
Htl:!'ﬂpill
Miller suggested that if the
acted garbage was such
landfill, it could be better
med to fill abandoned pita In the
Metro area.

“There are several belween
here and Torontu,'" he told
council. “Personally [ feel the
original rehabimauun plans
indusmin presented to council
were the best.”

Miller went on to suggest that if
the proposal is approved, council
oblain some kind of a bond to
protect itself ngainst possible
pelintion problems (n ensuing
years,

Depuly-reeve Coxe showed
some concern about how the

blame for any pollution might be
shifted. o

Highway 7 stays put

M. BR. Emesaks, head of the
environmental and feaslbility
studies office of the Ministry nf

Transportation and
(hrnnunﬁ:nuuu, met with some

There's - no  immediate
was discussed alt a a?'
ternoon meeting called by the
development commiasion.

cigareties, waichesa, electric
shavers, a cassette recorder and

town office

development commission
mernbers and councillors in the

inst Thursday af-
ternoor.

A possible bypass was
discussed in detail but Mr;
Ernessks indicated that at the
jresent tine money would not be
availabie Erum the Ministry for
building the bypass. He also
wondered how businessmen

would react to traffic missing the
main street.

Mr., Emesaks explained a
feasibility study can be done by

lﬂsdeparmmtnnnmﬂmmﬁ
basis. He will get In touch wi
the town laler with an estimate of

the cost. His departmenmt will
also do parking and mall studies,

“Everybody's plaster's falling
off their walls and they tried tu
prove It wasn'l their blast
There's a 40 mlle speed lims,
They say thelr trucks aren't
exceeding i, yet T have to drive
G0 to keep up with them. I'm
concerned obout the time you
might turn on your water top and
Het @ banana peel stamped
“Antonio’'s Frult Market” and
they'li probably wy to prove
ﬁhﬂﬂiu put it in himself,” h

1 siit here and was told 65 per
cent of thelr products went out by
rail. Now they say they'll bring
the hales here by truck. | was
under the hnp'eusl.ton we had no
trucks coming back from the
city,’” he added,

What requiremenis?

Councillor Dick Howiit sald
he'd like to know the
requirements the site passed,
according to a letter from
Environment Minlster James
Auld.

“"We may f{ind ocut their
requirements aren‘t too stringent
at all,” he said,

Reeve Hill said he couldn't see
how Mr. Auld could give the slte
ilﬁ lmumediate endorsement he

Councillor George Maltby felt
that if councll took too strong a
stand on the maiter so early, not
many people would show up for
the public meeting.

Deputyreeve Coxe suggested
council hire an now 1o

advise them in

disci!;ﬂans‘ “pooming
Postpone
snowmobile

events again

To date, the weather hasn't
:vmur:d Acton Y's Men's Club
enough snow (o guarsntee
operstion of the scheduled
snawimobile races February 24-
25, 80 the ¢club 1= again postponing
them until March 3 and 4.

The pew dates will, of course,
ﬁmdepmdmmﬂalhbﬂitr

The club still expects to hold
the snowmoblle races on Fairy
Lake Sunday, March 4, in the
emtuﬂehmtmmhmm
stage the cross country events oa
the Saturday.

Next week's Free Press will
keep readers posted.




