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SOME OF THE BEST ice conditions in years aftracted pattern, tried a pirouette or landed on buttocks. Monday the

hundreds of skaters to Fairy Lake on the

weckend, The 88  weather turned mild

acres of ice had few arcas where someone had not cut a  with water,

Min-Comment . .

One rcader, Wes Brown of Acton,
dropped in with a magonet and clipping
which had a recipe for cufing leg
cramps. Wes says he has found that
taking a magnet to bed and putting it
over the afflicted spot cured many a leg
cramp for him. The clipping showed
that a pediatrician from the Hospital
for Sick Children agreed one hundred
per cent. Troubled by leg cramps for
years, she now says, “Whenever [ feel
a cramp coming, I just move my leg

over. the magngt and-by the time 1.

couat five, I'm asleep.” Sounds crazy
but it works. It seems to us taking a
magnet to bed would be far less bother
than taking all your troubles with you

Unless it is your wife, of course.

Ordinarily we don't plug things in
this column but this week we are
asking readers to take a serious look at
the centennial commission's “buy a
brick’” eampaign for an arena wall of
fame. Itis one way of letting your name
stand for posterity at very little cost
and aiding the centennial campaign as
well. Names will be inscribed on the
bricks which go into the wall on small
plaques. It should be quite a wall when
it is finished. -
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Old Man Winter gave us a°

January pause last week when warm
chinook-like winds turned everyone's
thoughts to Spring; ice melted, roads
regained some of their flatness and

amd the giant ice rink was again flooded

—H. Coles Photo

puddles were everywhere, No doubt by
now, winter has regained its icy grip
and our tecth are chattering again.

+ 4+ 4+

The prodigious amounts of sand
which have had to be dumped on town
Streets (o make them -passable for
pedestrians and motorists
unfortunately will again have to be
Swept up in the spring. Roads usually
are swept but sidewalks often suffer
from lack of attention. It would be an
excellent project if council could
initiate "a ‘clean-up week in’ which
residents and town employees could co-
operate and have this old burgh
gleaming when the trees put on their
Spring coats.

Let's have stand-up decisions

Recently Acton councillor Norman
Elliott completed an excelient job of
rearranging the town's council
chamber to expedite business more
efficiently. Chairs are arranged in a

semi-circle facing a dais, where the

mayor or committee chairman

presides. .

Simnilar set-ups are being used at all
municipal councils in the district. They
reflect the thought that all municipal

e N T e e T A et

e b i D S e et st

every aspect of the individual's life, woulg
agree heartily,

Hmmmnmwuuidnmmmmr,
but would raise a cheer for the sentiments
expressed. Ask any man who nms a small
business, if you want lo get a blistered ear,
what he thinks of government.

Thoreau suggests that the first purpose

of any government is not to seek out and
injustice, but to perpetuate itself.

Ask any realistic politician, and he'll agree.

We should not necessarily cultivate a
respect for the law, but for what is 2
says Thoreau, He uses the {llustration of an
undue respect for the law, of soldiers
marching to war against thelr commaon
sense and consciences. This has been

happening for years in Viet Nam.

There are three types of men, he says.
First are those who unquestioningly serve

r

business must be done sitting down,

Alter countless hours of sitting down

“along with councils, squirming and

fidgetting when the hours get long and
dawn gets closer, we wonder where the
1dea originated,
Why must
decisions be made sitting down?
We are putting our vote in for a

standup milkk bar at all council

chambers, Issues could then be

the state with thelr bodies, such as soldiers.

Next are those who serve the state with their
minds—politicans, lawyers, office-

holders—but not with their consciences.
few—martyrs, .

Finally there are the very
reformers, patriots (n the real sense—who

serve it with thelr consclences also, and are
tammonly treated as enemies by it.

The trigger for Thoreau's essay was his
strong disapproval of the American govern-
ment of his day on two issues, the Mexican
War and slavery. The Mexican War was one
of flagrant aggression in which the
Americans moved in and conquered vast
terrilories in the southwest.

: ulhullwa}fnbtmnmurwufpicme
o me., when Americans decry British
“colonialism™ to remind them of Cuba,
Puertc Rico, Hawali, the Phillppines,

and Texas. They have convenlently
forgotten, in most cases, that many of these
“acquisitions’ were a result of direct and
violent conquest. )

try
conquered
army {U.5,), I think it is not too
honest men to rebel and
revolutionize."

Isn't the sitiation almost exactly the
Same today ? Blacks are not legal slaves, but
they are economic ones. North Viet Nam
was not exactly overrun, but not for want of

And what would happen to Thoreau if he
€Xpressed such sentiments today ? Probably
Mot much, because there is a growing,
Swelling anger against the sm?ffd war
among Americans of all walks of life.

But if he'd said it ten years ago? Or in the

era of Joe McCarthy? He'd likely have lost
his job, been harassed by the CIA and / or

all discussions and

discussed 'sfanding- whén sitting
becomes tedious, We submit decisions

- Wwould have as much thought and more

despatch as the hour gets late.

Since only milk would be served the
inclination to linger at the bar would
Dot interrupt the meeting’s continuity.
Certainly it could lessen the tendency
for municipal officials to become broad
at the beam.

Are you listening out there?
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the FBI, attacked by some segments of the

press, and generally driven like a fox before
hounds,

]

It speaks much for the growing lack of
freedom in the U.S, (and elsewhere) that
nothing serious happened to Thoreau at all,

when he uttered these inflammatory
remarks,

He did spend one night in jall, when he
refused to pay his poll tax, on the basis that
s doltar might buy either a“man or a
musket to shoot one with. But somebody
paid his fine, and he was released.

Today we have the prospect of men
spending years In jnil because they refuse ig
Bo against their consciences. We have
thousands of U.S. draft-dodgers in Canada,
forsaking their home and natlve land for
reasons of common sense {who wants to be
kalled?) or conscience,

_Joan Baez, the folk-singer and anti-war
individual, tried to take a similar stand by
refusing to pay her Income tax. The govern-
ment merely deducted it at source, from the
record companies who paid her royalties,

Thorcau advocated that, if there were an
u:_uu_'st law, we should break it. What do you

What would happen to an ordinary
Canadian who said, “'I will pay to have my
garbage collected and the streets repaired.
But 1 will net pay one penny for “national
defence™. 1 don't’ want welfare,
employment insurance, medicare so |
won't pay a nickel toward them "*?

The answer is obvipus. That boid
Canadian would spend the rest of his life in
the law courts, being punished by *his”
government, Instead of being allowed the
sunple, sensible alternative of opting out,

Ufe'istunalmt.ﬂutarewebeing
governed to death? Oh, for a few Thoreaus
in these timid days!

The draft ﬁlnn of the Guelph and

Suburbon Planning Arep relensed last
week contained no surpriges. Planners
want to retain the rural stmosphere of
tho townships and restrict urban
growth to exiating villages and
hamiets, |

Policioa fali in llne with the
proposals of the Toronto-Contred
Reglon maoster plan which was drawn
up by previncial government planners,
who declded the prime agricultura)
land in this area should be protected
from exploitation by developers, and
land not suited for ngriculture could be
used for recreation.

Most of the provisions In tho draft
plan were logleal and in our estimation
reflect the wishes of the great
majority of people in both Erln and
framosa townships, but there aro
areas which tend to be exclusive and
bind farmers up too tightly with red
tape.

For example, the plan would [{mit
the creation of lots In rural arens for

- new urban dwellings to 50 over the four

townships involved. This Is broken
down to 20 for Erin and. six for
Eramosa township, 10 per year In
Guelph township and 35-40 In Puslinch
townshlp,

Although the plan does not alm to
create o new country aristocracy it s
provisions such as this one which will
sool manage the job. Limited

" protecled

lead to prohibitive prices for land. The
average person will no longe? be shle to
afford » country home. Wealth and
prestige  will  toke  over. The
countryside o we know It will no
ionger bo the same.

In our catimation, this would be the -

other end of the development stick. We
would not have the sprawling
dormitories everyone deplores hut the
iffluent would soon have complote
control,

How can we overcome auch
stringent regulations without loxing
control of very valuable agriceltural
lund? It {8 a problem for planners but
we believe there are many areos of
land In all the townships concerned
which are unsultable for either agri-
culture or reereation but would make
Ideal homesites, Why nol use these
arcos on a limited scale instend of
letting them lie fallow?

When we speak of tight control we
are reminded of the difficulties
residents of varlous townshlps are
expericncing now over small problems
such s building o garage. Farmers are
under pgricultural
provisions in zoning by-laws but how
long will this provision last?

The absurdity of some planning
regulations was demonstrated in
Eramosu township recently when

-people were barred from erccling a

= fFree Press
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garage to house a tryck. Apparently
me-hrtzegulnunnﬂ allow an unsightly
truck to be parked anywhere but it is
lilegal to hide It from view in 2 garage,
becouse the owner makes hig living
with the vehicle, From an aesthetic
viewpoint, we would prefer the garage
 the truck any day of the year.

Planners who envision a rural
Ulopin composed of large houses
neatly enclosed with trimmed hedges,
white fences and harmonious oult-
bulldings, ar®™ot being practical. We
can see nothing wrong with a person or
family using thelr own properly to
operate a business in rural areas
provided they do it with taste and
discretion, We believe the regulations
should have more stress on provisions
W control natural growth rather than
sapping the Initintive of rural people,

These are points to ponder before
the draft of the ofticial pianis final and
policies  implemented. Township
planners don't pretend tw have all the
answers for the future. Residents
should forward their own suggestions
arx] comments on the plan to the clerk
of their  township. It is in their hest
interests o do so.

Meanwhile, we think the various
planning  hoards  should be
congratulated for the time and effort
they have put into producing a plan
which in the whole reflects the thinking
of Lheir areas.

The Acton Free Press, Wadnesday, January 24, 1973

The genervsity Esquesing Councli
has shown in allowing Joseph Bonnano,
Lot 7, Con. 9, to wait until the summer,
before tearing down a garage he has
partially constructed can cover up
neither the peculiar way in which Mr.
Bonnano's case has been handiled nor
the incumbency upon council to offer
this man better compensation.

Although it is true the present
location of the garage, approximately
five feet from the township read, is in
contravention of the municipality's
building by-law, it must also be
remembered Mr. Bonnano was issued
abuilding permit in good faith and that
the site was not at first inspected by the
township building inspector.

Only after Mr. Bonnano had

L
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Back

20 years ago

Token from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, January 29, 1953

The Y.M.C.A.'s first boxing show was
held inthe Y gymnasium with an attendance
of 75 fans rooting for their favorites. Gold
and silver cups were presented Saturday
afternoon at the Roxy theatre by Forman
Lawrence and Y secretary Bob Redfern to
Bill Churchiil, Teddy Moyse, Andy
Williams, Brian McCristall, Kemny Redfern,
Gary Dawkins, Bill Dawkins, Peter Newton,
Don Lindsay, Richard Massey and Bill
McCoy. Boxing instructor is Don Clayton.
Assisting at the boxing show were Crawford
Douglas, CUIf Sutton, judges Jack Greer,
Jock Calder and Mansell Nellls: seconds
Orme Hunt and Elmer Smith, tickets Shelia
Paul and Mary Mages at the snack bar.,

' Mrs. Peter Smith is celebrating her 9nd
birthday. .

If o rallway strike is called for the
Monday morning deadlines at Jeast 10 local
employees will be out of work, 20 tralns a
day will not through Acton, mall will he
cut to first c!n:s only and delays will Include
the prompt delivery of medical supplics
from Baxter Labs.

Mac wl was elected president of
Acton Fall Fair at the annual meeting held
Saturday, succeeding George Wallace.
ordon Leslie is 1st vice-president and Ray
Everdell second vice-president. At 25 years
F‘l&cbpmw‘ 1 is the youngest president of the
air

Acton Citizens' Band held their election
with Tommmy Nicol! president, Bing
Ramsden vice-president, Tom Ware
'I't‘:'nsunit_l‘. dEIn:ﬂ‘Sfl;lmith seicretnry, Com-
muttee  Rudgl ieivogel, Ted Tyler,
Charles Mmt:hl.nwrencegﬂii’ﬂct

Mrs. C. Leishman was hostess for Knox
Evening Auxiliary. Mrs. A. J. Buchanan of
the Senlor W.M.S, introduced the study on
Africa, laking members back to their school
days with the use of maps and questions.

G. A. and Jim Dills took over the Nelgh-
borly News broadcast on the radio Sunday

INITUNG.

o0 years ago

Tnimfrumihchuucnilhﬁu Press
of Thursday, January 18, 1523.

Messrs. W. J. Reid and J. A, Smith were
sppointed by councli to equalize the 1973
assessment. Mr. Smith's fee was set at $80.

Issues of The

completed most of the building and
used up most of his money did one
ratepayer complain and the building
inspector arrive on the scene,

At a November 20 council mecling,
clerk-treasurer Delmar French ad-
mitted there had been a mistake in the
lownship offices in issue of the permit
and Reeve Tom Hill criticized building
inspector Tom McLean for not visiting
the site earlier. L s

Subsequently, ‘members of council
visited the site and found Mr. Bonnano
had not constructed the garage on the
exact spot plans showed it would be
located. It was also discovered Mr.
Bonnano had been looking at his plans
upside down, when he presented them.

If he was guiity of misinterpreting

the plans, the same must be said of |
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The reeve suggested the council had gone
too far in ralsing Mr. Cooney's and Mr.,
Reid's salary by $200 each. He thought $100
would have been sufficient. It was felt
insufficient care was belng given to the
collection of poll tax. -

Several accounts — Assessor’s supﬂl::s
320.81; charity .48; Woodhall and McKay,
supplies .87. . :

. E, T. Thetford asked council for a
grant in (avor of the Horticultural Society.
He pointed out there were 250 members and
that a grant of only §7 was recelved from the
government, It wasdecided to let the matter
stand over for another meeting or two.

Al the meeting of Nassagaweya council,
grants were given to assist families (names
given) of §25, $10 or $5 month.

Jack Miner, the wﬂ‘:!erb[rﬂ man, was
favored with one of the largest audiences
which ever crowded into the town hall when
he oppeared in Rockwood. The Ebple were
delighted with his lecture and pictures
which showed how wild geese and ducks
may be attracted by kind treatment. '

The drifts on Friday moming baffled
most of the motor cars.

- The by-law to obtain Hydro-Electric
wer and light was in the Police
uluge of Campbellville by a large
majority, only three votes being cast
against it.

Messrs. J. W, Kennedy and Son, Main St
have disposed of their hardware business to
William Talbot. He has been with the firm
the past year or 5o and should do well,

“Everybody should learnto drive a car.”
That is especially true of thase who now sit
behind the wheels,

/5 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, Jannary 27, 1594

John Nickell of Lot 22, Con. 4, E‘am‘u.m:.
died last Thursday at the home of his son.
Mr. J. R. Nickell of Nassagaweya, Untll a
couple of weeks ﬁ:he helped with the work
on the farm but be contracted pneumonta
and died at the good old age of 77.

John Nickel Sc., father of the deceased,
emigrated from the county Antrim, Ireland
in 1819 and secured the homestead. He built
a Io‘icabin at the rear of the ptmﬁ'ty and
his descandants tell the story that he had for
the rear of his first residence a cut of one of
the immense Ipine trees which then
abounded there. It was here that his first son
was born and careful investigation proved
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‘Tear down order most peculiar

those who issued the building permit.

In spite of mistakes, council ordered
Mr. Boninano to tear down and relocate
the garage in a December vote,
opposed only by retiring Deputy-reeve
Hussell Miller, who maintained the
fault lay with the township. -

Following a final plea before council
last week, Mr. Bonnano was refused
manual help to tear down the building.
Instead Reeve Hill suggested he could
be excused from the tear-down order,
until warmer weather arrives.

Council may be trying to repent for
their sins by offering Mr. Bomnano a
stay of execution. What they should be -
asking is ““What would their decision
have been if the building had been 3
residénce or barmn?"
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John Nickell was the first male child born in
the township of Esquesing. He was never
further from home than Toronto; he visited
that city only once and be was 65 before he
took the trip.

Mr. Dan Mann, one of Aclon's most
prosperous sons, and Willlam McKerzie
have been at Ottawa on business with the
government. One report has it they have
been endeavoring to make arrangements
for the construction of the line from
Tdegraph Creek to Teslin Lake. On the
other hand if has been said their mission is
in connection with the construction of a
section of the Vancouver, Vicoria and
Eastern Railway, They have made heavy
investments in western Canadn..

Tuesday aftermoon John Dickieson and
fus mother were thrown from their cutter at
the G.T.R. station at Rockwood, The horse
had become frightened at a pasting train
and Mr. Dickson was thrown by front of Lhe
train and had his &rm cut off. He later died,
The mother was not much hurt. The
coroner’s jury exonerated the trainmen. |

Rev. Father Haley has been transferred
to Macton.
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