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Special events to Jmake Ch

The Acton Centennial Com-
mission is going ahead with
several projects to brighten up
the f[estive season in Acton
beginning with the appearance of
the Tree House TV show at the
Robert Little school auditorium
Saturday afternoon.

Next Tuesday and Wednesday
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evenings the Acton School of
Dance will stage thelr annual
carol festival in the atreets of
town assisted by the Firefighters
and the Royal Canadian Legion
Choraliers, The Is will be
knocking on doors for centennial
donations.

Sunday night Acton Citizens’
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Band i3 presenting their annua}
Christmas treat at the h
school auditorlum, They will
asslsted by the Royal Canadian
lon Choraliers In a program
with a theme- Muslc for all
Tastes. The bapnd will also be
presenting thele annual street
Christmas concert next week ag
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ristmas

The appearance of the Tree
House &t the school Saturday will
be the Centennial Commisaion's
Christmas gift to Acton and area
children. Prizes are being offered

. for the best decoration made by a

boy and giri and Kim Campbell
and the Kinettes, baton twirlers
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brighter

and mﬂrchms'ireuup. will also be
p

Tmng on rogram. R
~in the annual carol festival = "»%7

presented by Joyce Carpenter's
Acton Schoe! of Dance, singera
will cover the west side of town as
far a3 the CN tracks, Tuesday
evening and do the remalnder
Wednesday evenlng,
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Acton man found guilty of arson

Gordon Franklin Adamson of
Acton was convicled in provinclal
court Monday of arsen in
connection with & September 22
fire at the home of Mrs. Ann
Mowst, 8 Frederick St.

He was remanded in custody
until December 18 for sentencing.
At that time he will also face a
charge of attempled arson at the
home of Jack Pope, 179 Poplar
Ave., as well as auto theft and
dangerous driving charges lald
follo previous offences.

The Mowat house recelved an

No permit

in township

" Al the December meeting, Erin
Township Council was rised
¢ to learn the town of Acton tulit a
- pumplng statlon in Erld

ownship without first obtalning
a bullding permnit.

Most councillora were unaware

the Fourth Line building existed -

until It was brought to their

atfention that week.

Acton clerk-administrator J. T.
Hurst said a t was probably
ovetlooked because the town had
recelved permission from the
township to go ahead with the
installation of the water llne, but

‘was checking with the engineer,
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estimated $737 fire damage to the
front porch and plllars. There
was no fire at the Pope residence,
although pelice found a flve
gallon can three-quarters full of
gas and noted a gasoline smell on
parts of the exterior of the house,
Adamson elected trial by
magistrate without jury and first
leaded ‘'not guilty''. However,
later changed his plea to
“guilty” on the advice of his
lawyer, when Judge Willlam
Sharpe refused to uphold a claim
by the accused's lawyer that a

statement signed by Adamsen,
confessing to the ¢rime, should
not be allowed as evidence.

Judge Sharpe ruled the
statement had been given to
Acton O.P.P. Constable Roy
Wood voluntarily.

In the statement, Adamson
sald ho'd been at home drinking
carller tn the evenlng, then went
for a walk and found a gas can
neer the railway tracks, He said
he took a hose and siphoned gas
from a truck parked at the renr of
a Church St. apartment. He then

went to the Pope residence and
threw gasoline on the doorateps.
A dog an barking, so he ran
away and hid, but retrieved the
‘gas can when he saw police had
arrived. He ran to the Mowat
house on Frederick St. about 1%

miles away and lit the front porch-

on fire, returned home by the
railway tracks and threw the can
away.

Adamson gaid in the statement
his intent was to bum the house
down. He said he did not know
there were people sleeplng In
them at the time.

Kleenway awarded
watermain contract

Acton Councll awarded the
tender for extension of the town's
watermain system to houses
dlong Highway 25 South to
Kleenway Construction at a cost
of $31,015, The company made the
low bid for the work,

The public works committec
recommended the town accept
the Kleenway bid because “'fram
both the town's and our own
cxperience we know the low
bidder Iln.s done many jabs of a
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Schools closed

roads too icy

All North Halton schools north
of No. 5 highway were closed
today { Wednesday) due to road
conditions. Tuesday's freezing
rain and snow had left the
country roads covered with ice
and water and considered haz-
ardous for school buses,

Many town children headed off
for school unaware of the
cancellation. Crossing guards, on
duty early, had had no word of
the school closing. and
shepherded youngsters across
the road twice in quick sue-
cession as they were sent home
again,

local children who attend
Gencral Brock school and the
Christian school in Esquesing
also stayed home due to driving
condjtions for the bhuses,

Work all alght -
Town workmen cleared rosds

and sanded starting Tuesday
nught at midnight.

Acton OPP report no accidents
despite the weather.

Could be last one

similar nature with excellent
results and are of the opinion the
company 1s capable of suc-
ully completing the project
as required.” Rock excavatlion
will be done by A. McDonald of
Stoney Creek, o company
specializing in the work. ,

Other bids for the Job which is
being done to service houses with
water for systems alleged to have
been spoiled by Beardmore ef-
fluent, came from Dundas
Constructlon-Cé.$35,825: Clviero
Constructlon $40,902.50; Twinbee
Construction $42,175: Cornell
Construction (1971) $49,412.08;
and lloyd Henlck and sons
Construction $53.025,

The cost of the extensiom is
being paid by Beardmore, which
is under a Government opder to
provide water for the homes,
south of Acton. The Department
of the Environment wells in these

homes were tainted by effluent-

from the compaeny’

A lengthy and brisk discussion
was precipitated by Counclllor
Marks' suggestion that it would
be good business practice to get
the money from the company

first hefore the town committed

itself to the project lnancially,
Cauncillor Coats agreed,
suggesting the town should treat
all companies alike, wondering
whether the .same principles
would apply to & new company
locating in town. |

Most counciliors-felt-there was
no way the company would fall to
honor the agreement. “*All cards
are stacked for us,”' said
Councillor Earl Masales.

“l{ |s airtight,” the reeve
remarked,

“But there are legal loopholes
here,” insisted Marﬁa.

The clerk sald that the
contracts were tighter than the
subdivision agreements and
there was little likellhood of

. {Continued on Poge 3)

Warden’s race underway

In early January the new
warden for county council will be
chosen lo lead Hallon in 1973
Some gbservers feel the warden
could be the last or the second to
the last before regional
government is invoked here,

Al least five members of the
1973 county councii have
expressed interest in the seat in
one way or another. Georgetown
Heeve Ric Morrow and

Nossagaweya Reeve Mrs. A.
MacArthur have sald they would
seek the $10,000 a year post.

Second try
" It marks Mrs. MacArthur's
second altempt at the post. If
elected it will mark the second
time Halton has been Jed by a
women. Mary Pettit won the seat
in 1M49 and became the first
wormnan in Ontario to hold the

position of Warden. She
represented Nelson Township at
that time and later sat on Mtlton
Council.

Other names reportedly
inferested In the seat thls year
are esing's: Heeve Tom
Hill, Qakville's Reeve Allan
Masson and Burlingten's Deputy
Heeve Dave Coons said he'd take
gn position if it was offered to
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Mr. and Mrs. Pope were both at
home, Mrs. Mowst was in bed
gnd her sonn Jobn had arrived
home only moments before the
fire was started.

Recalls events

-Recalllng the events of the
early hours of September 22, Con.
Wood testified he first responded
to & call to the Pope residence

“about 1.05 a.m. There, he sald he

found the gasa can three-quarters
full and noted gas all over the
front door and screen door. He
spoke 1o Mr. Pope for a few
minutes then went outside to
discover the can was miasing, He
sald there was gas on the side

door and three windows of the .

house,

At 1.45, Wood sald he heard the
{ire siren go and while on his way
back to the pollce office, he ob-
served the Mowat residence on
fire. He said the balcony, pillars,
door and a couple of chairs on the
porch were burning,

" Wood testified he tirst saw John
Mowat altempting to extinguish
the fire with & garden hose, Acton
Firefighters arrived and put it
out completely. Wood sald he
_noted a pool of gas on the grass in
front of the house and detected a
Etrong gasoline odor,

. Returning to the Pope
residence, the investigating
officer said he searched grounds
at the rear of the house and found
a pair of men's black leather
gloves and a gaa can cap.

Inspector arrives -

At 4.15 p.m. the same day Wood
sald he went to 114 Longtield Rd.,
along with Con. Paul Brown of
the Acton detachment !aétld
Inspector Terry Murray of the
Ontario Fire Marshal's Office.
There Wood sald he asked
Adamson some questions and
invited him down to the police
office, At the office Adamson was
questioned further by Wood and

or Murray. Wood testlfied
he could stnell gas on Adamaon’s

fingers at the time, but said the

sccused had not been drinking.
in cross-examination Wood
said be had mentioned nothing to
Adamson about getling help for
himself nor suggested a jail term,
before the accused gave the
s:ahl'immnt. ”
tor Murray supported
Woof:l?:c testimony and cunlﬁmed_
there had been no discussion
about a jail term.

Later, Wood testilied Adamson
pointed out the Pope residence
and the Mowat residence as the
places he had been and also
identified the black gloves as his
OWML.

Directs police

Ademson later directed police
to a location about 200 yards east
of Hillcrest Ave. where they
found the gas can, Wood said,

The accused was taken to the
county jail and his family advised
of the move.

Wood testified neither Mr.
Pope nor Mr. Mowat were
acquainted with the accused.

In his summation, Crown
Altorney James Treleaven said
Mr. Mowat aroused his mother
[rom bed when he saw the smoke
and flames. He said Acton fire
chief Mick Holmes also detected
a .gasoline odor at the Mowat
residence.

Judge Sharpe has asked for a
pre-aentence report before
sentence time 2 pan, December
18,
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AKELA FORBES COLE, left, and “Tiger" ‘lhe scout hall. Sixteen new Cubs were

Don Franklin

present neckerchiefs and welcomed into the pack by leaders while

badgc; to Cubs invested into the 1st Acton Parents wilnessed the ceremonies.
Pack in special ceremonies Monday night at -

Invest 16 Cubs Monday

Akela Forbes Cole officlally
invested 16 new Cuba into the 1st
Acton Pack at special
ceremanies Monday night at the
scout house. -

The boys were presented with
neckerchicfs, adges and
Acton flashes to sew on undforms
by Akela and Tiger, Don
Franklin, while approximately 20
parents and brothers and sisters
of the new cuby watched. Baloo,

ACTON HIGH teachers Sandra Fleming,
Brian Skerrett and Sue Burns joke with each
other before making their stage debuts Friday

‘McQuade,

Koren Cole and King Louls, Jim
Parker, assisted 1in the
ceremonies, g

New Sixers and Seconds were
alsa inducted,

The new Cubs are David Allen,
Mork Dawking, Jack Garten,
Robbie Grant, Fred Kappert, Jan
Kyratein, Steve Matheson, Keith
Kevin McQuade,
Kevin Middlebrook,  Rick
Papillon, John Toebes, Bruce
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Wilson, Rod Witherley, Brlan
Witherley and Stephen Cameron,
Hobert Johnson was unable to
uttend.

Sixers and Seconds inducted
were Clay Cameron, Marshall
Bell, Steven Muckle, Dale
Anderson, Trever Hoy and
Geolfery Why.

The ceremonies were

rlformed in front of Lhe Pack

ascot Totem, a stuffed woll.

otent

(Photo by D. Gibbons)

their talents. Mrs. Fleming played the part of
d lady of the evening, while Mr, Skerrett and
Mrs, Burns played the parts of husband and

night in **Bernard and Other Losers”, a play wife. ‘Theatre arts teacher Jeff Sansom

in which students and teachers combined

directed the performance.

Councillor Greer contends
Acton has ample parking

Councillor Jack Greer has little
patience with those who complain

about lack of parking spaces In

Acton's business section.

_ Mr. Greer's measurements
indicate there is parking for five
cars' for every store In town
which does not provide parking
space now,

All of this par is within a
five minute walk of the Bank of
Montreal, which is situated in the
core of the Acton business sec-

I pointed this ot to the
Development Commission, he
told council when the subject of
parking came up last week,

Councillor Greer said he did a
survey al the request of the
merchants and he had no axes to
grind either for or Against
increased parking spaces. He felt
many people refused to walk any
distances to shop In Acton but
would travel to other cities and
towns where the walk and

parking fees were accepted.
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People nowadays loock on
shopping as an outing, he told the
Free Press. and there was litile
municipal bodies could do to
change the attitude unless there
were attractive features to draw

sho :

%m n staried when
members of council observed
that the Knox Church lot, a recent
addition to the town's par
space, was not belng used
some molorists were parking op
the street,
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Deadlines for
Dec. 27 issue
Acton Free Press

Dea-:ﬂlnt;. fnrmm?e;!d ad-

vertising for esday,
December 27 issue of the Acton
Free Press will be pomm on
Saturday, Dec. 2.

The ht&slneu n"ii' ad-
vertising department news
office will remain cipsed from -
mon Satorday, Dec, 23, re-
I“lllg wmﬂd‘!’: Dec. 2T &t 9

" am. o A T T |

The office will not be open on 2. - g PR
Hu:ingwﬂﬂr. b Id‘k‘ﬂ'ﬁ.!!ﬂlrﬂh J e B s R ' i .
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news correspondents fo meet SNOW CAME FIRST, followed by sleet and Cars, such as this one greeted drivers. The
these deadlines will be rain and then high winds which blew clouds weatherman predicts better weather for the

over and the sun shone Wednesday morning, weekend. —J, Jennings Photo
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WITH ACTON'S NEW CHRISTMAS LIGHTS as a backdrop, some of the familiar carols. The girls will be assisted by Acton
members of the Acton School of Dance practice for their 12th firefighters and the Royal Canadlan Legion Choraliers in this
annual carol festival to be held in the streets of Acton next year's festival. Proceeds from donations will g0 to the Acton
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. Left to right are Susan Centennial fund.

McPhail, Barbara Reed and Carol Pickles harmonizing with —J. Carpenter Photo appreciated.




