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Now that we've all settied down after
t?ttl:hmrtfn:n we can get back
dinner; our bursitis; raking the last of the
biasted leaves: dusting off the curling
boots; and worrying about our kids.

Just before we bury the whole unpleasant
mess, however, may I that T wili
make no more election predictiona? Ob, 1
was right. ]| wamed that the Canadian

le are among the most volatile in the
:mr?d when it comes to politics. They proved
t

And I prophesied that the Torles and
NDP would gain, and that it would be the
Liberals again with &8 minority government.
Bul they didn't have to take me s0 seriously.
I1didn’'t mean that size of a minerity. From
now on, [ shall desist from making
forecasts, as it seems to put the hex on

things.

However, [ take back none of what I sald.
Mr. Trudeau never did have the comunon
touch, the politiclan's instinct. Mr, Stanfield
still sounds &s though he'd got both feet into
one leg of his Jong-johns. And Mr. Lewis was
never more smarmy than when the retumns

were coming in.

Despite my disenchantment, at the last
moment 1 decided to vote Liberal, chielly
because of fear that what did happen might

happen. A ship of state with no rudder, two -

wheelsmen fighting for the wheel, and the
winds of change blowing up into a typhoon.

Some riding results were of
interest to me. 1 was glad to see that my old
friend, E{nn Whicher, :'lhﬂﬂl'huml!hlmdl
couple of campai o1 We Were Imere
boys, was one of the Lucky Liberals fo

squeak in.

I was sofrry to see another old Iriend,
Ryan, who represented Toronto
f70r years, get the axe. He made
the political mistake of standing by his
inciples, and quit the Liberals for the
ories when he couldn’t agree with policy. A
ty. |
1 was also sorry to see Paul Hellyer
dected. He is a politician whose ego seems
equalled only by his ambition. The record:
Ran for Liberal leadership. Beaten. Liberal
cabinet minister. Quit. Founded Action
Canada — a flop. Joined the Conservatives,
He may have grest abilities, but I'll never
forgive him {or wmnifying the arrned forces.

You see how little our vote depends on
rexson. 1 mentioned those three to suggest
wha! a fickle creature the average Canadian
voler is. 1'd have voted for Whicker, Liberal,
for oid tirme s’ sake. For Ryan, Conservative,
becsuse be's a good man - And agains
Fellyer, Conservative, bectuse of his manye
colored coatl.

Thgrt's an old-fashioned idea that

Canadians are 3 reserved, conservative

people, because we live in a stern  and
nigorous climate, and aren't given much to
either dancing or rioting in the streets.

The idea is y urfounded. True,
we don't do much of anything in the streets
for six months a year, except scuttle along,
QUrsing, noses dripping.

But behind those steady, facades
that others see live the real Canadians;
passionate; not grey but purple. In
sometimes that purple peeps through,
usually in those same noses.

~ Perhaps the most obvious example to
dlustrate the wild, emotional, inner
Canadian is the Canada-Russia hockey
series of recent {ame.

When our team was getting clobbered,

* most of us went around in a surly, cynical,

almost vicious mood, snarling at wives and
children, scoffling at our players, denl-
grating that vast, philanthropic institution,
the NHL. You see, we were suffering. Our
pride was hurt in the way that the pride of no

mere Latin could be hust.

But when our team began to win, we
showed our true selves, exuberant, friendly,
Joyous, actually cheering out lowd, throwing
our arms arcund complete strangers.

Oh, it did the heart good, [ can tell you, to
se¢ the Canadian character as it really is.
None of this "‘good losers™ nonsense of other
northern races. Our hearts were in every
rosy-check, and every one of us was there,
ot least in . &5 our boys, at the winning
goal, ki each other and hugged each
other and slobbered over each other.

Show me another nation that can boo its
“boys" in defeat and cheer them in victory,
as we dad, and ['ll show you another natlon
with real heart.

And that's what we're like in elections.
All heart. No bralns. Give us a brillisnt,
colorful prime minkster and we cheer him to
the rafters. As long us he's winning. We'rea

funny iot.
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Last year when the Board of Parks
and Recreation Committee announced
it would go ahead ‘with plans to
establish outdoor skating rinks in
Acton, these columns were elated at
the prospect, urging the twin-hatted
board to proceed. '

We were also aware of a great deal of

_interest from skaters in town and

trict who envisioned a8 winter of

ating in the great cutdoors.
 Unfortunately, somewhere between
the promise and practice there was g
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ky We support outdoor rinks

lull and the promised rinks never dld
materinlize, to the disappointment of s
mumber of people, young and old

This year we notice that once agsin
the commiltee is going to Investigate
the feasibility of two outdoor rinks, one
at the weat end and another at the east
end of town, on the suggestion of board
member Diane Splelvogel,

Again we commend the Ideas,
Providing the weather co-operates we
carn see no reason why they eould not be
established. Georgetown has had
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miccess with the outdoor rinks, which

Aalzo take some of the pressure off the

arena’s busy schedule through the next
four or five months. .
We think the skaters of Acton and
district would really appreciate
outdoor rinks especlally if they can
allot time and space for skaters only
Much of the ime at the arena is taken
up with organlzed hockey while skaters
are literally out In the cold, While they

are out there, they might as well be
skating.
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TO THE MOTORIST, snow is slippery roads, pedestrians shun it and children
love it but the photographer sees the white stuff as a work of art when it settles
around thorny bushes such as these, The season’s first snowstorm descended
Tuesday catching most of us unaware but Free Press photographer Jim Jennings
sawit as soft, billowy cotton in this picture,

Mini-Comment

The Free Press has had some
problem with delivery of papers in the
large cities such as Toronto but nothing
80 drastia. as, What happened to the
Brussels Post récently. A large post
office bag containing several hundred
copies of the Post disappeared and
despite frantic efforts to locate them
there was still no trace of them on the
Tuesday after the paper was published,
Subscribers naturally were gnashing
their teeth, I post office officials want
to downgrade their public relations
there is no quicker way than to lose the
weekly “blabs” from all aver the
country. Many people, of course, base
their opinlon of the post office on the
speed with which their favorite weekly
reaches them.

+ + o+

On the subject of post offices, the
Free Press often receives letlers
addressed to the Action Free Press but
this week one was received addressed
to the Acton Free Press, Action,
Ontario. We are willing to take either
ane or the other and if they make the

same mistake twice there won't be any
squawks from this comer,

+ o+ o+

Warden Jim Swanborough's efforts
to dress up the annual warden's dinner
by indicating whether you would wear
“black tie" is likely a sincere effort to
upgrade the office and the dinner but
we wonder if it isn’t also “‘putting on
the dog'’. Our foreign correspondent
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assures us, however, that counciliors
and offictals across the county are paid
well enough to rent a *tux" if they can't
afford to buy one, '
+ + +

One Milton newsman asked when
the editor was going. to write an
editorial about Milton's proposed four

region Halton with facts instead of

fancy. Last week's was called an
“exercise in creative writing”. Ac-
cording to him it pictured Milton as the
county ogre, swallowing township
chunks instead of pretty maidens,

+ + +
This newsman also suggests the real
reason we want Milton in the North
Halton borough instead of all by them-
selves is because we need them. He's

right, The north does need Milton to -

balance voting power. Somebody up
here likes "em.

+ + o+

Reeve Anne MacArthur is one of few
town or township heads being
challenged for the “top job". Mayor
Les Duby was returned by acclamation
in Acton, Erin township reeve Lloyd
Long and Eramosa reeve Warren
Parkinson were also acclaimed as was
Mayor Norm Jary of Guelph. Mayor
Brian Best of Milton has a race on with

reeve Ron Harris. Mrs. MacArthur's
. post, a feminine preserve for two
terms, is sought by two males, deputy-

reeve Don McMillan and former
councillor Gordon Agnew.

There are many verslons of what
happened in the recent election that turned
the country upside down, but this one from
the pen: of Andrew Y. Mclean, editor of the
Huren Expositor, made a lot more sense
than that of any so-called political experts.
Mr. McLean is a former Liberal Member of
Parliament for Huron, so i3 entitled to speak
from his own experience, as well as from his
assessment of the situation from an editor's
viewpoint: '
“The results of Monday's electlon, par.
ticularly those in rural western Gntnpr?n,
probably reflect a combination of concerns.

"As Ontario population growth becomes
more concentrated in large urban centres
the influence of rural Ontario decreases.

This too frequently has -contributed to a

lendency on the part of government at
higher levels to regard everything desirable
for the cities as equally acceptable for the
rural community. There has beéen a failure
to recognize that those living on the farms
and in the towns and small citles of rural
Ontario have nceds and hopes and aspera-
lions just as entitled to recognition as are
those of the cities.

-Statistics published in the last Issue
provide at least some evidence that the
drug causing the most problems in
Canada comes in a bottle, rather than
as a pill.

In his Faith and Life column Rev,
Bill Perry quotes the LeDain Commis-
sion's report as saying, “‘alcohol
dependency = 100 times more
prevalent in Canada than narcotic
addiction, and: is thus our most
widespread drug  dependency
problem.'’ In fact, other studies in
diciate that as a public health problem,
alcoholism ranks third after cancer
and heart disease.

Of all of the stﬂtisl:ics quoted in the
column, perhaps the most interesting

and "'surprising” pertains to the type of .

people who are alcoholics. Mr. Perry
points out that a study on alecholism in
the United States claims to have put to
lie the conception of the alecholic as an
unemployed derclict. That study shows
only three per cent of the alcoholics on

"'skid row' while 97 per cent are em-
ployed and so-called “family oriented
individuals." The same atudy found
that 70 per cent of all alecohollcs “hold
white collar, professional or
managerial jobs and 50 per cent
attended or graduated from college,”

Perhaps the message to be learned
from these statistics applies most of all
to the ‘‘social drinker,"” The drinker
who readily recognizes a tendency
loward alcoholism in others, but
refuses to think of himseélf as
more than a "take it or leave it man"
who just happens to take it more often
than he leaves it.

'S0, while the younger generation is
bombarded with facts, figures and
wamnings about illicit drugs, many
from an older generation are content lo
warn the young people and ignore thelr
own special drug problem. —The
Chilliwack (B.C.) Progress.
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Mini-Comment ;

A lady subscriber with an ear to the
radio often chuckles over disc jockey
comments such as the sign on a car
wash which guaranteed satisfaction or
your dirt back. Another one noted was
a sign in Nerthern Ontario declaring,
“For Sale—This Property and Cow’’.

+ + 4+
Don't forget to vote in Acton's
plebiscite on liguor Monday, November
X, There are two questions on the
ballot which could have a bearing on
the kind of town you want and it is up to
residents to signify their wishes.

+ + + |

Remembrance Day observances
this year were greeted with leaden
skies and spitting rain, weather
traditionally associated with
November. This was followed by the
season’s first snowstorin which should
be foliowed by Indian summer — we
hope.

Back Iss'iue_s of The Free Press

75 years ago

- Takea from the Issue of the Free Press of

- Thursday, November 25, 1897,
The Guelph hotelkeepers have adopted
and published the following tarift: Owing to

the ndvance in the price of liquors, the
hotelkeepers have adopted these prices:

brandy, rum, gin, Scotch and Irish whisky 10

cents a glass or 3 for 25 cents. Ginger beer
and whisky 10 cents and ginger ale and
whisky 10 cents. Collins drinks 15 cents or 3
for 20 cents. All . hot liguors 10 cents.
Indulging at these prices will" surely be
considered too much of a luxury for
ordinary pocket books, Abstaln now.- The
butcher and the boker and the merchant
generdlly will give you more for your money
tlu;‘npdﬂffemd above, :
Today is thanksgiving - a statuto
Intida_vzt . i "
Mr. Philip Kaley has returned home from
the Western States. He hasn't many
compliments for Wisconsin lumber’ camps.
* Tommy Turner of Milton has put up Eiﬁ
pipe having smoked for half a century
withoul tnissing a day. He says tobacco Is
tt;:-!n high in price and not as good as it used o

An experienced man tells how to cure
Kiondike fever. When the mercury is below
zero showder a pick and go into the woods
before breakfast; dig 8 hole 16 feet deep:
come back to the house at night and eat a
small plece of buffalo robe, and sleep in the
woodshed. Repeat as often as necessary.

Antcipation of Christmas good things is
having its effect in swelling the attendance
at the Sunday Schools.

Mrs, Christina Sinclair has purchased for
$450 Mrs. James Mclenpnan’s house on
Young 3.

A subscriber writes from Vancouver to
thanks us for interesting and spicy news in
the Free Press.

““There 8 not the unemployment -and
welfare requirements in rural Ontario as
are present in the cities. The merit of work
15 not a depd issue in these paris and
[armers and Lhe business men in the small
towns are accustarned to paying thelr way
and adjusting their needs to their resources,
They have difficulty in accepting what they
regird as unduly high payments to
unemnployed and to those on welfare when
they themselves often have difficulty in
obtaining help. They resenied what many
suspected was p wide spread practise of
quitting or turning down jobs for the benefits
of Insurance.

“Increasing municipal taxes which, in
fact, reflect Ontario Conservative policies in
education and assessment have been related
in the minds of many to the cost of
unemployment and for which the {ederal
government was blamed.

“While the N.D.P. ery of " le
bums" didn't produce many additi NDP
votes in rural Ontario, it did have the effect
of raising the question of the credibility of
the government in the minds of sorme volers
and was an added factor in their decislon to

Ty -

' B0 years ago
Taken from the issue of the Free Press of
Thursday, November 23, 1922,

Last Wednesday evening the members of
the Acton Junior Baseball Team were
tendered a sumptuous banquet by the Junlor
I.O.D.E. on their winning of the

- championship of the league, About 150 or 175

citizens sat down to the banquet In the town
hall which was a most elaborate one. '

White sweaters with the club crest were
presented to George Jiggins, catcher: Neil
Gibbons, pitcher; Ell Masters, Laid Mc-
Donald, Leonard Dore, William Kaley,

| Grenville Masales, Elmer Drone, Arlie

White, Walter Baver, Hector McDonald,
James Ewing, Earl Cooper, Willlam
Hotloway and Norman Wilds. Misses Olla
Armstrong and Alice Johnstone assisted in
the presentations. The boys of .the club
presented their manager Mr. Robt. Scolt
with a box of cigars. The history of baseball
in Acton was outlined by the "veleran,
.M. McDonald, who traced Acton's
career from the Amsterdama which he first
played with until the present. He pointed out
this was not the {irst time Acton won a
championship.

Reeve Barber pointed out council 'had
done little lately but planned to spend about
$500 in the park including the diamond,
Little Mixs Helen Ostrander with her Scotch
songs was a delight, Mr. Amox Mason In a
cornet solo, and with his sister  Miss Lottle
ina cornet duet asalways were a lated.
Miss Hazel Mason accompanied M.iss
Betty Lowrie san’l%:ccommued by Miss
Lauretta Grey. tables were cleared
away and dancing was indulged In for &
couple of hours,

David Robertson of Everton In
partnership with his cousin Lorne Matthews
opened the Five Pointed grocery in Guelph.

register a protest vote.

“But what poszibly was the
factor in the election resuits was
many volers reacted a
taken to provide the people of
the rights and privileges which
guaranteed them under confedera
this attitude, unfortunately, they
mcmra?ed by contimiing demands
guﬂu or more he.?tn?“ W M'md

erence, were
other “have not ﬁnmm‘ at the expense of
texpayers in :

“While we hesitate to think of this
as bigotry certainly a number of releases
sent out from Ottawa by some opposition
MP's for o in their ridings have
been couched in terms that suggested that
Quebec was receiving particular assistance
at our expense. Some Conservalive can-
didates loited the same (heme in the

Wremﬁnung sich ch

an :
“The volers who were mndg"thh
kind of anti French backlash didn't of

Canada when they voted. They thought
of themeelves. d d i
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.Stanfield deserves full credit,

20 years ago

Taken from (he lssne of the Free Prem of
Thursdsy, November 17, 1952
Selting a pew high in attendance, Acton
citizens heard complete reports of
municipal activities during the past year
and registered 29 nominations.

Nominated for mayor were V.B. Rumley,
Dr. F. Onakes, J. Hargrave and B.D.
Rachlin; Dr. Oakes {a mayor by at-
clamation. Nominated for reeve were C.
Rognvaldson, J.J. Stewart, W. Coon and J.
Hargrave with Mr. Stewart acclaimed.
Nominated for deputy.reeve were R.
Thompson and J.J. Stewart with Mr,
Thampson acclaimed. Councillors were J,
Gl!ﬂ,.ﬁu l-l Hi‘“!c‘ wlﬁhﬂ}'; w* HCLEUd. E‘
Tyler, L. Weick. Others nominated were L.
MacSwain, C. Rognvaldson, G. Barbeau, A, .
Fryer, R. Thornpson, W, Roszell, E. Footitt,
G. McCutcheon.

School trustees are C. Bradley, C. Heard,
and W. Wolfe. Public Utilities
Commissioner is J.R. MacArthur.

Esquesing township also has an ao-
clamation - reeve George Lenlie, deputy-
reeve Wilfred Bird, council George Cixrie,
William Schenk, Walter Linham; school
md area No. 1 R.L. Davidson, Hector
Bird.

Nassagaweya will have an election.
Stanley Norrish was acclaimed as reeve. .
Four council members are tobe elected
and those nominsted are John Milne, Mrs.
Lillian Thomas, Caims. School area
trustees, two o be elected Clatude Brinkiow,
Duncan Moflat, WM. VanSickle,

Ermest Benham was returmed as reeve of
Eramosa, Fred Cox as deputyseeve;
councillors Franklin Armstrong, Fred
Oakes, Frank Ostrander, village trustees
Frank Scheider, John Lioyd and Chas.

- What happened to federal Liberals?

“The fact is, of course, that If we are
continue to have a viable and united Canaxda
it must include Quebec. It is the res-

ty of those of us in other parts,
luding Ontario, to engure that
are given those opportumities




