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Guest editorial

Cheap food at
farmers’ expense

By Heary J. Stanley, Agricultmral Representative

Have food pricesreally incrensed lately? A new publication by the
Ontarlo Food (E'.lr uncil gives an insight Into this question.

Recent i:.ruhucity over rising food prices may have left some

| consumers confused and concerned. The frequency of food purchases

mekes consumers more aware of food prices than prices of other
consumer goods and services. Consumeramay wonder why food costs
should increase in a country where food Is so plentiful and agricultural
surpluses a frequent occurrence. There’s no doubt that food prices

have been increasing. A dollar will not buy as much food as it did 10
years ago. However, since 1961 the cost of virtually all Canadian
consumer goods and services such as transportation, housing and
clothing has increased.

'Me Consumer Price Index is & measure of cmange in the cost of
consumer goods and services. Since 1961, all items have Increased by
2 4 per cent. Food has increased by 28.4 per cent, housing by 23.5 per
cent and clothing by 31.4 per cent. Housing has not increased as
rapidly os food over the last 10 years.

However, when we look at the change from 1968 to 1071, all Items
have increased in price by 4.3 per cent, with housing up by 4.7 per cent,
clothing 2.9 por cent and food by only 1.8 per cent, Thig would indicate
thet food prices are not out of tine with other prices, and in fact, were

laggslng other sections.

‘This can easily be seen by the farmer—the disastrous prices for
hogs and eggs durlng lhevlaast two years and the reduced price for
lambs in 1971 over the previous year, Recent increases in the price of
beef, pork, cggs and brollers will bring the Consumer Price Index on

. food products more In line with other goods and services,

The percentage of take-home pay the average Canadian spends en
foodt I8 declining each year. While the percentage of take-home pay
spent on food was 23.4 per cent in 1961, by 1969 this percentage dropped
o 18.8 per cent.

-

All these comparisons have led Canadiom farmers to the
conclusion that Canada has a 'cheap food™ policy at the expense of the
furmer. The farmer secs the cost of his inputs — laber, machinery,
tnxes, ele. Jumping rapidly in recent years with relatively similar
prices for his proeduce. He feels that he should be sharing in a littie
higther portion of the vonsumer's dollar,

‘The consumrer often fails to realize that the farmer recelves only
nbout 40 per cent of the price paid for the food In the store, Sixty per
cent of the cost is for the services provided to that food after it leaves
the farm or the marketing costs. These services have increased

greatly in the past few years,

How has the Cenadian farmer been able to survive with lower
prices for his preduce than in most other developed countries? He Is
more efficient than farmers In these countries. He is able to produce
mare per hour of work. Our technology is more advanced and the
management of our forms gives us an advantage over others.

'Thus, to cantinue to compete in a country with a “cheap food™
policy, our farmers must continue Lo become even more efficient.
‘Those who stand still will not be able to compete, They will lose the
race.

Marketing quota
fOI‘ €gg producers

accurately and mail it a3 soon as
possible, and not later than
August 4, to the Egg Quota
‘Allocation Commiission, Queen's
Park, Toronto 182, Ontario, If egg
producers  or started pullet
producers do not receive infor-
mation returns in the mail, they
are asked to obtain them from the
pffice of the agricultural
representative.

By Henry J. Stanley

A very important document
has been sent Lo all commercial
egi producers in Ontario. This
document known as an informa-
tion return will serve as the basis
an which these producers will be
granted a maorketing quota for
thewr product. Since a system of
marketing quotas for epgs will
very shortly be introduced in
Ontorio and all egg producers
+with S hens or more will require
a marketing oquota, the
impartance of this document is
evident, The information returns
are being sent out by the Egg
Quota Allocation Comunission,
under the chairrnanship of Ted
Hoover, Burlington.

Submit information

Producers of started pullets
are also requested to submit in-
forrnation on their operations,
This includes those producers of
started pulicts who also-produce
eggs for sale, Producers with
flocks of less than 500 hens need
mot complete the information
return it this time.

It is important that producers

vomplete the informatien return
projects.

project.

Nu'ssngc:w eya
Council Briefs

drainage project.

achieving the gbjectives.

Act".

During a regular meeting
recently, Nassagaweya Council:

—Decided not to create a good
house by-law. During an
earlier meeting of councll a rate-
payer had suggested such a low
to conirol untldy properties.
Bullding inspector S. W. Savage

. gﬂ mu;kmell;inmmhu‘ |
cipalities housekeeping by-
in[:r? and learned there were
severe problems enforcing them.

—Firmly reiected the creation
of a fire training school in the
tovmship. A tive of
%idﬂﬂ Slgli:lge'a };?v{

pment a
the June meeting of 11 with

the proposal.

—learped the operators of o
ig farmn on Appleby Line north of
teeles Ave, had ceased
operations. The farm was the
source of several complaints
fromm nearby residents who
claimed the farm's operation
gave off obnoxious odors.

eic.

misslons.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND DRAINAGE

By resolution of the Legistature of Ontario a select commitiee
was appointed on June 30, 1977 to examine. study and Inquire Into

the following matters regarding Jand drainage in Ontarlo:

(1} Theobjectives of land drain age as an agricultural praclice
and the benelits to be derived from such practice.

{2t The associated preblems o! competing land use in the
urban Iringe and in wellands, as influenced by tand drainage

{3) The problem of public Interest in land use over ihe
dramnage ot private lands by individuals.

Bisiistics StatisSgue
Connda Canada
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STATISTICS CANADA n[:fwrts that Canadlan farm

_ been declining slightly
each year since 1967, turned upward again last »epr
andl reached & new record high of $4,495 million.
Chart above traces farm cash recelpts over a 45-
year period and shows how the revenne wns

cash receipts, which ha

divided.

Cash receipts were almost 10 times as high in
1%71 as they were during the depression years of
ecelpts for crops
increased cight times in the same period, dairy
products seven and o haif times, poultry and eggs 10

131-33, lowest point an the chart.,

times and livestock 14.7 times.

The big increase in Hvestock receipts accounted
tor the major change In product “mix"". Livestock
brought in only 21.9 per cent of cash recelpts in
those depression years, as compared with 33.6 per
cent in 1471, Crops accounted for 43.7 per cent of

barm revenues in 1931-30 and only 38 per cent last

year. Dairy products provided 20.5 per cent of cash
receipts in the 19308 and 15.6 per cent last year.
Poultry and eggs held about the same proportion of
the market—8.9 per cent in 1931-35 muT

in 1971, “Other"' receipts represented 4.9 per cent of
the total inthe 19308 and 3.7 per cent last year.

9.1 per cent

Gordon E, Agnew, a former
Deputy Reeve of Nasaagaweya
Townahlp s attempting to sue the
township for negligence.

Agnew sent.a lelter to Nassa-
gaweyn Council claiming the
municipality's weed spraying
operations were responsible for
injurics to his wife. |

The letter, which was read at
the Tucsday, July 11 meeting of
council, stated that recently
chemienl insecticlde from towp-
ship weed spraying had depos:.
in Aynew's mallbox. The Agnewn
live near Campbellville.

Mallhox

“The mallbox,” Agnew
clatmed in his letter, “became o
chemlcal boobvirap.” Agnew
astated that when his wife
Margoret apencd the mailbox the
chemical substonce entered her
system causing serious enough
injuries to require hospltal-
jzation,

in his letter Agnew snid o
municipality was responsible for
the nctions of its agent and na
such he was secklog finaneial

compensation for his wlfe's

injuries from the Townshlip.

Let's talk

(Continucd from Page Bi)

she finelly fligured out the
panic snap and spent most of her
nights wandering up and down
behind the other angry mares.

We gave up.

It wasn't as il she was in peed
of exercise--she was out all day
cvery day, She just liked a
thallenge. i

However, She will be fooled
next winter, The horses wlll be
loose-housed on our new place,
No more mess ond wrecked
stalls, no more stepped-on pails
and broken halters,

Muaybe,

Pond owners alarmed by weeds

Many pond owners have
become alarmed this year due to
keavy infestations of aquatic
weeds and algae in their ponds.

No one can really explain why .

this occurred other than the fact
that there was a delayed spring
which was accompainied with
below normal temperatures.
Snow-melt and runoff due to rain
was quite high and there may
have been on incremse of soil
erosion which provides the bulk
of the nutrients for algae growth,
When the warmer weather and
sunshine hours increased,
conditions were such that aquatie
plants and algae seemed to grow,
overnight. Perhaps naturp made
up for Jost time.

In any case, there are pros and
cons of aquatic vegetation.
Higher aquatic plants apd algae
arc unportant for maintaining an
oxygen balance essential to fish
life, and they also contribute to
keeping water temperatures at

the low levels essential to certaln

species of fish, Water plants
provide a suitable environment
for the production of aquatic
invertabrate organisms which

{4) Theprior evaluation of the benetits and costs of a drainage
{5) An evalualion of the pelition procedure for initiating a

{6) A review of the construclion improvement and
mainienance procedures under

"The Drainage Act” in

(7) A review of the appeal procedures under "The Drainage

(B8} Argview gl the linancial procedures and assistance under
“The Drainage Act’ sid other drainage programs.

(?) A sludy of the cos!s of tand drainage and whal influences
3uch costs and how they may be 1educed, i.e. engineering coats.

(e An evaluation of construction practices in general and
crosion and weed control of drainage ditehes in detail,

(1) A review o! the administrative praciices and methods in
tarrying out responsibility under *“The Drainage Act'.

Alter due study and consideralion to recommend such ::hanéﬂ
in the laws. procedures and processes as in the gpinian of the
Committee may be necessary and desirable.

The Commilitee has the intention of visiting all areas in the

1 Provinge and to hold public hearings on the questions associated
wilh 1he above ferms of relerence.

This therefore, Is to invite all interested parties, individual or
nfhgruiu. to indicale to the Committee, by (AUGUST 15, 1973)
their intention to submit written briets or their desire to attend the
hedrings and make oral representations,

The response to this inviallon will determine the times and
places ol hearings. A written nalice setting out the time and ptace
of the public hearings will be given as soon as possible to all perions
who have filed notice ol Intention to make wrltien or oral sub.

Lorne Henderson, M.P.P.

Chairman, '
select Commitiee on Land Drainage
8ax 201

Parilamen! Bulldings

Teronto, Ontario

serve as food for fish. Numerous
gpgquatic plants ore utillzed for
food and or protection by many
species of waterfowl,

Cons too

On the other hand, ponds and
lukes may become unsightly
tecause of the presence of dense
mats of decomposing surface-
type algac. Recreational uses
such as [ishing, swimming or
bouting may be impaired by
accumulations of algae or
growths of aguatic plants.
Winter-kills of fish may result
from oxygen depletion in the
water caused by a decomposition
of plants under the jce during
certain winter seasons,

Control of aquatic plants may
be achieved by either mechanleal

6r chemical meanms. Simple
raking and chain-dragging
opcrations  may produce
temporary results but the plants
soon re-cstablish themselves,
More elaborate methods such as
underwater maowing  and
dredging machines can be useful

but a considerable expense s

involved.

Chemical methods of control
are  the most practical
considering the ease with which
they can be applied. At the
present time, there is no cne
chemical which will adequately
control all species of algae and
aquatic  plants, Chemicals
currently available generally
provide control for only o single
s¢ason.

The Ontario Waler Resources
Commission Act provides Lhat
“No person shall add any sub-
stance to the waler of any well,
like, river, pond spring, stream,
reservolr or other water or
watercaurse for the purpose of
killing or affecting plants, snalls,
insects, fish or glher living
muatter or thing therein without &
permit issued by the
Commission.”™ There are
provisions to this seclion which
the Commission can explain.

Chemical control |8 casy yet
difficult. In order to get good
resulls the aguatic plant thust be
identified, the prope
be used in the correct quantities
so .that the balance of nature is
not overly disturhed, and all legal
cbligations are met.

While the letter was read Mr.
Aiunuwnﬂlln the gudience portion
0 Nnzsa nwegn ouncil
Chamoern. He added nothing Lo
what he said in his leiter and
counchl dldn't ‘?ul:utiun him. No
words and hardly even a glance
was ¢xchanged between him or
any of the Nassagaweyn
Councillors.

Former deputy . says will sue

Once the letter was read
Councillor Cal Melniyre intro-
duced 8 motionto turn the matter
over to the township’s solicitor—
which Council went along with.

Heeve Anne MacArthur sald
“It's too bud there was this
negligence.” But ne other
conunent from the counclllors
wos voleed on the subject,

The Acton Free Press, Wedneosday, August 2, 1972

Natural Gas
you'’re
In control.

What a marvellous sense of power It glves you 1o cook
on A gas rangel Because natural gas keeps you In
control. Burners are Instanily a3 hot as you wan! them
ond just as Inatanily cooking wifh natural gas! Swiich
over 10 A modern automatic natural gas range and see

for yourseH.
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Congratulations

" to both

Glenlea Medical Clinic

and

~ Glenlea Drug Mart

It has been a great pleasure to

have been chosen as contractor to install
the heating and air-conditioning for the

renovations at Acton Plaza

WARNER HEATING CO. LTD.

R. R. 4, Acton

Phone 853-2918




