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- Does Acton’s main stem

on the premise that prohlems are
better identified and solved when they are
to light, the Free Presa this week
reporter Dave Pink to interview
yegtniing the allegad Taticeglc. iate o
reg &g ethorgic
business along Acton's mailn ﬂguns.

A number of wvacant stores and
complaints by some merchants that too
many peopie in the town and district take
shopping dollars elsewhere the
shoppons I thes Ak thare 1o 8. wobioms

ppers ey reis a em.
Mu&rmhm lle here is what Dave !nu:I:lnm his
rotrxds:

Ninety-Eighth. Year. — No. 5§ |

By Dave Pink

A large number of the town's people
choose to travel to shopping centres in
Brampton, Georgetown and Guelph rather
than shop in Acton.,

Some Acton businessmen are worried by
this trend but the majority are indifferent.
Some admit they themselves often travel to
an out-of-town -shopping area for the same
reasons that many of thelr former
customers do—convenlence of onestop
shopping and a better selection of goods.

n asked what they thought would
improve the main street and make it more
attractive to the shoppers some merchants

struggled for words. Others sald there waz a
need for more public Earkjng fniilittes and a
better kept sidewalk but most were un-
concerned with public opinlon of downtown
stoces,
No effort

Realtor Alec Johnson lald the blame for
the public apathy squarely on established
sales people, saying the town merchants do
not make an etfort to promote thelr own
sales, He sald only a few local businessmen
decorate their windows In a manner to
atiract customers.

Mr. Johnson elaborated, saying that
planters of flowers were provided to bring

need a shot in the arm:

people downtown, but the merchants do
nothing to bring them into their own stores.
He remembers a plagque donated by former
IGA owner, Jim Ledger, which was
awarded annually 1o the store with the best
decorated window over the Clvic Holiday
weekend. Mr. Johinson polnted out that the
competition was dropped after the second
year because of lack of Interest from
storeowners and managers,

Many shopkcepers thought the lack of
public parking areas was the blggest
probletn with the maln street. They told the
Free Press that a number of their customers
had also complalned. One merchant
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suggested the two hour parking limit be
enforced but could offer no sofution Lo the
shortage of parking space.

A large number of merchants thought the
appearance of the streelt was a major
problem. Some suggested that the town

workers be responsible for keeping the

Sireets swept during the summer.

One local proprietor wondered why
nothing had been done about weeds growing
between buildings.

Sales people applauded the new fower
planters and thought there should be more
placed along Mill St. There was also a
request for more waste disposal containers.

The Acton Free Press
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Some town storekeepers were concerned
with empty stores in the downtown area,
realizing more stores will attract more

Coustomers, At the same time a number

decided not to renovale their stores for fear
of going out of business. Taxes also had an
effect on their decislons.

Merchanta thought that a general facelift
of the business section would probably do a
great deal to atiract customers into their
stores. but could not see complete co-
operatlon from all the merchants involved.

Acton Family Billiards as an example,

Jeweller Ben Rachlin stated: "A face

[Cantintted on Page Two)

Eighteen Pages—Flfieen Cents.

Blue Fox make stuffed animals
provides employment for students

Two Opportunities for Youth

' jects in

Acton bave been getting most of the ink 2o
that few people are aware that another
student youth project has been thriving
since the first of July.

Called the Blue Fox it was set up as a
g b o B oo
& $150 gran elp project of the
Ontario Government, The group is managed
by Russell Coultrup who received a $500

grant o ¢ the businesa.
Ml:ﬂl%nn employees, three part

time and & list of 10 others available on a

temporary basis make up the Blue For.

. have been a0 bus are for
Rt y oo

tional § to share
gy temporary employee

Original plan of the Blue Fox was to
make crafts and do leatherwork at the high
school art room but several of the original 15
students out and leather was slow
In coming. y decided instead o0 make
stuffed animals as well as running an
employment service.

Samples of stuffed ephan

L -dogs, el ts and
bears wers made and taken around to see if
would be interested In buying them.
success of their them,
#d;gﬂdlm*}:‘dﬁ;?omummum wnrm

know ' BAYS InADAger

Coultrup.

The students make the animals at the art
room of the high schoal, which they were
gble to arrange through the Halton County
Board of Education. Guidance teacher
Brian Skerritt arranged to get the grant

Do us a favour

hire A

sTudenTt
We'll do Anyrhing

lAbO-IJIIiNq, bnhy;irtiuq ETC.
$150-175/ an hour

OR
by the job
ohone DIUE FOX
self-help

8273-2630 w-apn

from the provincial government, applying in
the middle of June. Then the students
approached the Rotary Club, whose
members agreed to sponsor fhem.

Since then the only direction has been up.

The original $150 set thern up in business,
paying the cost of a telephone and other
gxpenses necessary to get the project going.

Filled requests

50 far, the group has filled 15 requests for
help at two local firms, area farms ond
hoseholds Manager Coultrup works along
side the others when he is not busy with
arranging work. When there is no other
work to do, they make stuffed animals,

""“We are available for any type of work at

any time," says the Blue Fox manager -

Phone number of the group s 853-2630,

Full time workers in. the group are
Margaret Gentles, Dorgthy Pargeter and
Sandi Patterson while Lorie Mellor, Bill
Gentles and Barry Breen work on a part
basis. There is also & list of 10 temporary
employees which manager Russ Coultrup
would like to add to with students over 16
years of age.

Why is the group called the Blue Fox?

“It i3 a name we liked,"” says Russ
Coultrup.

People generally have been fully behind
our efforts to premote our own business, he
said. They work a five day, 30-howr week.
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BOB STANFIELD

™

‘Stanfield visits Acton

election-free summer

waking advantage, as he put It, of the
time the Prime Minister has given him fo
have a closer lock at parts of Ontario he has
never seen before, Conservative leader

- Robert Stanfield spent over an hour in Acton

yesterday ( Tuesday) morning on the middle
leg of 2 whirlwind ““Meet the pecple” tour of
Southern Ontario which began Monday In
Toronto.

Guest of honor at an early morning
community breakfast at the Acton Curling
Club, attended by party workers and dig-
nitaries from the North Halton area, Mr.
Stanfleld chatted informally with workers,
dined on ham and eggs along with Halton
P.C. candidate Terry 0O'Connor and
concluded his first visit to Acton by stopping
at the Jocal municipal offices on Mill 5t. to
E’ icially unfurl the town’s 1074 Centennial

E.

Close to 100 supporters and municipal
officials from Acton, Milton, Esquesing and
Nassagaweya were on hand for the break-
fast which was arranged by the local
Progressive Conservative Association,
wnder the direction of president Brian

Cargill.

Roger Cummings dead
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Mr. Stanfield was welcomed to town by
Mayor Les Duby and officlally Introduced
to the gatherlng by Mr. Cargill, Alsc seated
at the head table were Mr. O'Connor,
Ontario University Affairs Minister Gearge
Kerr and his executive assistant Gord
Hampson, Wellington-Dufferin M.P.P. John
Root, and officers of the Acton Progreasive
Conservative Assoclation vice-president
John Shadbolt, secretary (Gail Maltby and
treasurer Don McDenald.

Municipal officials also present included
included Acton Reeve Frank QOakes, Deputy-
reeve Pat McKenzle, Councillor Jack Greer,
Nassagaweya Reeve Mrs. Anne MacArthur,
Milten Counclllor Mrs, Marjorie Powys and
Esquesing Councillor Len Coxe. Hev. Andy
McKenzie sald grace before breakfast.

Mr. Stanfleld expressed a fondness for

“small town life, reminding the crowd he

hhnseﬂﬂlf grew up in a small town [n Nova
acotia,

‘'The best education I got was growing up
ina small town," he said. “You can't help
but be aware of other pmﬁie'ﬂ problems,
you learn how the other half lives.”

He said those who grow up in a small

(Continued in Page Three)

Acton man critical

~ following accident

A 23-vear-old Acton man, Kevin Hall
remains unconscious in the intensive care
unit of Toronto General Hospital six days

after he was Involved in a

tragic three

vehicle collision at the intersection of High-
way 10 and Pee!l County Road 14 In the
village of Snelgrove.

The collislon which occurred at 7.45

Hall was first taken to Peel Memorial
Hospital, but transferred to Toronto General
the same night where he was placed in the
care of a neurosurgeon. An examination
Friday revealed he was sufferin
seripus contusion on the right gide of the
brain and an operation was performed
Saturday to relieve pressure.

from a

Thursday morning claimed the life of 28
year-0ld Hoger Cummings of Limehouse,
father of two young girls,

| s and Hall, both Canadian
National Railways employees, were on their
way to work in Toronto, travelling esst on
Pee]l County Road 14 in 8 1967 Beawrnont
driven by 25vear<ld Amn Elmalie of

- Georgetown. Miss Eimslie was taken to Peel
Memorlal Hospital where ahe remains in
satisfactory condition.

A Snelgrove O.P.P. spokesman sald the
Elmaslie car collided at the highway inter-
section with a weastbound 1984 Cocvalr
driven by 50-year-ld Hazel Thomson of
Brampton, then contimied east of the inter-
section striking a westbound Albion ready-
mix truck driven by Harry White of Orange-
ville. Police say charges are pending. Mrs.
Thomson and Mr. White were not injured.

When his condition worsened he also
underwent a tracheotomy to aid his
breathing ss. Monday he was trans-
{:i“d to the hospital’s intensive care

| & "

3 was alse taken-to Peel
Memorial tal, but was dead on arrival.
Funeral Mass was from Holy Cross Church,
Georgetown, Saturday morning with
interment at S5t. Cornelius Cemelery,
Caledon.

A native of Clinton Ontario, Cummings
moved 1o the Georgetown area
mately eight years ago. He Is survived by
lus wife Patricia, daughters Siobhan 4 and
Colleen 1%, and Pear] of
Qlinton and three brothers Kerneth of
ﬂmhﬂi. Harry of Oitawa and Gary at

me.

STUFFED DOGS, ELEPHANTS and roll
assembly lines 'at the high school art room where students
started their own Self Help project with a small grant from the

“r'.l. ¥ " 1

the Provincial Government. Left to right are the full time workers
in the project, Margaret Gentles, Dorothy Pargeter, Sandi
Patterson and manager Russell Coultrup.  {H. Coles Photo)




