Doesn't like O.M.B.

“Splrit Valley Farm”

Co-operation for centennial

ar Sir:

DEWlth your co-operation, I would like to
take this opportunity to communicate with
gll members of the Acton Centennial
mission.

Cnn['nm to the great respect for the enthu-
sipgm and dedication of the ‘appointed
memberson the commission I was truly dis-
appointed with thelr response (a8 outlined Ir;
the Acton Free Press, July E.n rega

the proposed profect for Acton's Cefltermin -
celebration. The fact that Council’s sugg-

estion was presented to the tribunal and

not be considered {s an area of concem,

however, it now rs relatively minor.

In a1l sincerity 1 am requesting that the
Centennial Commission implement a policy
of appralsing any snd all suggestions from
organizations and or persens with a more
positive attitude and awareness that con-
tributors are only trying to ensure a #uc-
cessful project for our community.

In responding to Councll's suggestion l{y
offering a sarcastic reference to Acton’s
traditional apathy at nomination meetings,
to imply more interest {n centennial; or that
because 8 resident did not attend this
meeting in March, that his only recourse
now s to I.’aEII intllnt m&kﬁdquftm
examples o y Brg
mianrgfd hnmanplﬂnr, that [ gelleve fsnot a
true assessment of the abilitles of members
of this commission. Furthermore, the
commission know that Council is definitely
supporting its elforts. All informed
members must be aware of drastic re-
ductions in many budgets this year and yet
they aitecated in excess of % mill to
establish working capital and all felt this to
be a wise investment. Inthe Commission’s
reply they say that Council by their
“quggestive' resolution has ‘‘done nothing
but raise doubts of the credibility of the
Cormmisston and its efforts”. If Councll
wanted to ralgse 1:!1::11!:»;‘.-;}‘:II tthe:.r wm:li?};li?t hi:':
approved the budget gave p yo
I]EH?H}" other much-needed works in Acton.

Members offended to  this extent by
Council’s suggestion, should question their
own motlves and rcasons for such an
irrational conclusjon.

Rockwood, Ont.,
July 7, 1872.
The Editor,
Arton Free Press,
Acton, Ontarle.

Dear Sir:

When the Ontario Municipal Board gave - - ¢
their ruling last .guonth 4to. approwssthe

million-dollar water and sewage system in

Eramosa Townshlp they put their final

stamp of suthority on a scheme which,
despite two years of discussion, still leaves
some very vital questions totally
unanswered, and ignores the reasoned
objections of Rockwood ratepayers who
must foot -the bill.

As one of those Rockwood people who
sought answers and ralsed objections from
the outset, and became more directly
involved a5 an Eramoga Township
- Councillor, I must accept the 0.M.B. ruling
but I do not like it. I believe that the Board's
decision of June 16th Ignores some
Ednmenta! objections and skirts around

ers.

Those who opposed this project and those
who simply questioned certa asmgu of
the plan worked diligently and intelligently
to get basic information from Ontarlo Water
iesources Commission Time-and again they
phrased pertinent queries in polite but clear
terms. And time and again OWRC answered
with polite cvasions. The O.M.B, have, in
fact, confirmed these polite evasions. This
letter will change nothing, but as one who
made a commitment {0 Rockwood residents
and Eramosa Township ratepayers to voice
their doubts and questions on the water-
sewer scheme [ f[eel bound to state my
disappointment—and theirs. You may be
slur:ﬂ with the plan but you do not have to
like it.

Our brief to the 0.M.B. raised basic
objections. The milliondollar system is
predicoted on urban-scule growth of this
community—growth and change .that
nelther residents want nor the Ontario
Government's Toronto-Centred lonal
Plan anticipates. The repayment is
based on the premise that &ll hame-owners
will hook up and others will move in to fill
the gaps. A survey has shown that many
homeowners just cannot afford to hook into
a system they will be obliged by law to at
least partially finance. We questioned the
basic premise that the systermn will solve the
comuniinity’s pollution problems. The plan,
in [act, has been designed Lo serve some of
the population but ignore cthers simply
because their locations create engin
problems that OWRC cannot resolve. We
questioned the morality of dmnﬁi;ng our
treated effluent back into the Eramosa
River to the discomiort of downstream
residents. But the plan will do just that. We

The fact that Jotn Doe Marks or whoever
was not in attendance in March for what-
ever reason, should not make him or her
ineligible to express at this or any other time
what bhe cﬁnsltllherss:;lu be il mn!h‘uctg

estion. {Although several errors w
ﬁgmu-d in their letter 1 will take the time

to clarify only one —~ Regrettably Marks was |

invelved In a meeting at his home d
the March Elentenng:wm?eﬂng and plck
his son after & g). :
o My main reason for becaming involved In
these centennial project discussions is that
to date every tax payer in Acton has coll-
ectively contributed $5,000 towards the
cause and I expect requests for larger
budget allocation in 1873 and 1974 may be
anticipated. R bly there are not that
many lssues that must be declded by
overning bodles that can go to the pecpie

o direct opinion due to the complex
nature of legal or engineering consid-
erations, however, the personal per-
formance of & recreation facllity or
whatever is relatively simple, once financial
restrictions are considered. I.strgﬂnﬂly hope
that the Centennial Commission solleit
more opin
decision. .

I can appreciate the Commissions
frustration in seelng only a handful of

rsons actively concerned with their ef-
orts in March and it must be encouraging to
s¢e many more citizens participating now.
Mtrnu%n many may not be enthuslastic
gbout Birthday . Partles, I think we all
realize that this is an excellent oppartunity
to Improve our town's services in some
area, _

In addition to a prerequisite of
constructive dialogue between all
concerned, nothing less than our total
community's endorsement of the project
and complete co-operation with our very
able Centennlal Commission, will ensure
SuCCess. n

P.E. Marks,
Counclilor,

Town of Acton.

ruling

questioned the costly duplication of services
amd the equity of by ing a reglonal
conservation area at the sole expense of
local residents. But O.M.B. has confirmed
this plan without meeting these objections,

TheO.M.B."adecisien last month, in fact,
dealt only with one question—the matter of
discharging the efflient downstream on
Eden Mills—which had not been answered

earlier hearing last January. Says
;EP‘ prosnsn% is a provincially-
erne and it would appear to

listic to thank that the operation of this
would be carried out with only the

erests of the Village of Rockwood In
- mind, The interests of Eden Mills and all

others affected would be considered [n
setting both the ambient standards for the
river and the effluent standard of the plant
itself.” I find this disarming philosophy
wishful thinking &t best; a sort of divine
falth in the good intentions of public utilities
to overcome engineering unpleasantness.
But it does not answer Eden MUI's concem.
Faith in the divine intentions of provincial
authorities never eliminated a bad smell.

Dealing with the additional costs of by-
passing the conservation lands, the O.M.B.
decision states “It is dangerous fo evaluate
a project by attacking a numbet of specific
rates for various items. An estimated cost
can only be ascertalned by &r:p-arhm an
estimate for the whole work, {temn may
be priced at 8 low rate but may be
compensated by a co ndingly high rate
for another unit of work. In any event if
ap?roval is granted, tenders will be called
belore the work commences. Should the
tender prices indicate a cost substantislly
grealer than $1,391,000 it would not be within
withun the ambit of approval given to the

- gpplication."”
With due respect, as a professional

engaged in landscape architectural
planning, I belleve it is dangerous not to
attack the varlous {tems that make up the
tota) cost of a project. One itern may not be
priced low and another may not be high., And
as one of those who will be paying for this
scheme for years 1o come [ find lttle
com{ort in the 0.M.B.'s assurance that it is
not approving a cost “'substantially greater
than $1,391,000."

From where [ sit, another half a million
dollara would be ‘‘substantially greater.”
The O.M.B. may lock down from an exalted
governmental height and say “what's a
million!" I wonder if the OWRC and the
OMB are really talking the same language
as the taxpayers whose monies they
comynit. There is an cbscurity, a vagueness,
a phrasing in the subjunctive tense, an
indulgence in “ifs'’ and *‘maybes" and,

* overgll, an aura of divindly good Intentions,

almost divine wisdom, which I cannot buy.

Yours sincerely,
Richard Strong,
Cowncillor,
Township of Eramosa,

Acton boxla grads strengthen Thistles

Dear Editor
Acton Free Press

The Fergus Thistle lacrosse club would

like to inform the
have supplied the

le of Acton that

Paul ]

Turkosz played the first three g
the year before being injured in a
accident. He misséd sbout 0

o

,
5g

July 5, 1972,

1

ergus Thistle's with two
fine lacrosse players in Bob Turkosx and

b

The Thistles hoped at the start of season to
have Bob come to Fergus to play and were
delighted to have himn make the decision he

dd.
(horr,mﬂenmhﬂnglmgm_ i
a solid game on defence. Plulpictn.‘lt:lﬁ
first goal on July 4 against Brampton and
has six assists for a total of 7 points.
Manager T. Marten =ays Turkost and
Cooper have to be the most well mannered
mh‘dplﬂb'mhehumhadmlﬂ:lm
matter what decisions are muide they are
willing to give 100 per cent of an effort.
The Thistles hope to have other
come up in the {uture from the Acton ‘s,
Yours truly,
Fred Hiller
Fergus Senlor Lacrosse Club,

lons before making a. final .

Athlete of Year, Jim Day
practices craft near Hornby

By Jennifer Barr and Wendy Thomson

At the age of 13, Jim Day, unhorsey son of horse-loving
parents decided he wanted to complete for Canada at the

Olymplcs—and started riding,

Twelve years later, in May of this year, he was acclaimed
Athlete of the Year by the Olympic Committee, along with
show jumping team-mates, Jim Elder and Tom Gayford.

“My parents taught me, but I didn't really want to learn,”

Jim remembers ruefully. “I just had to figure it out for

myself."”

High hopes

Now a boyish, reserved,
twentyfive with a charming
smile, Jimhas highh for this
years' Olympic Equestrian
Teamn, trials for which start In
late June.

“Steelmaster’’, '"Scorplo”, and
Sundancer’’ will carry their
master over the trial jumps bot
Jim has most of his hopes pinned
on “Sundancer’, a tall elegant
cheatnut gelding of seven, who
moves like a gazelle,

Past winner of the Rothmans
Grand Prix, a member of the
Olympic show {um ing team that
won so dramatically in Mexlco in
1968, and competitor several
times in Europe, the
champlonship rider has
perfected a form over fences
envied by all who see him,

And just where has this expert
form been practiced?—at nearby
Sam-Son Farms in Hornby, a
horseman’s dream.

Hub of Lhe 400 acre estate Is the
240' by 75" indoor arena just off
the matn stable where the
international horses are housed
in spotless, luxurious box stalls,

The famous horse "Canadian
Club”, who has carried Jim to
fame, stands giaring at the
eleciric fence around his stall (to
prevent him ecribbing) but
brightens up when patted.
“Canadian Club” is his stable
name and he has had to perform
lately under his reglstered name
“Done Working" because of
objections to free advertising.

“Greek Jab" and *‘Royal
Canadian”, two Thoroughbred
stallions occupy the end stalls
and whinney plaintively to the
herds of b mares and foals
out in the tures.

Around the arena are smaller

- bufldings, including the brood

mare barn, the covered hot
walker, and the boardets barn, a
busy happy place filled with
children and ponles.

The tack room boasts rows of
red tack boxes sporting the Sam-
Son Farms emblem. Plump
school hocses stand in siraight
stalls, a pretty grey pony has his
saddle straightened and a young
girl puts the final polish to an
Arabian staliion.

Pleasantfragrance
Small girls chatter gaily while
horses stamp impatient hooves,
the Coke machine recelves a kick

for non-deliverance and a velvet -

nose reaches for grass from
friendly hands. The {ragrance i3
a pleasant mixture of shavings,
hooflex. horse, and e:_citament.

To the rear streich numerous
paddocks for instruction and
jumplng. A complete Grand Prix
jumping course, featuring a well
constructed bank, permanent
water jumps, and many types of
oxers, ls bordered by frees.
Another ring is filled to capacity
with stadium jumps.

A quarter mile race track
bespeaks thi farms versalility.

A large pond turns out to be a
horse switnming hole for
exercise, The horse is led down a
chute and into the water while the
handler stands on a pontoon ralt,
it i3 not wunusual for an

enthisiastic horse to take his -

handler for a swim.

In addition to {international
horses, boarders, brood mare
band, and racing string, thereisa
fine riding school headed by
Anthony Pratt, formerly of
England by way of the States.

By far the greater number ol
students are leenage girls and
young housewives ranging in age
from 660. The horses used are
mostly schooled half-breds, as
Mr, Pratt feels these are the best
kinds of horses for the job, When

asked about ponies, he shuddered

and stated;

“Ponies are harder to handle,

you need & good lightweight girl
Lo train them and even then they
lake advantage of young riders.
But a good pony is worth a lot.”

The riders that come for
bessons are usually interested in
iearning to jump evenbually,
Instruction is given [rom
beginnning to advanced level in
group lessons or individually,

Plan day camps

A day camp for young
enthusiasts is pﬁnned for this
summer where students will
learn te horse care and
riding terspersed with
swimming fun. The dates for this
camp are: Beginners, July 17-21
and August 11-25; Intermnediate
July 12-21; and Advanced, August

'7-11. Those Interested may

contact Anthony Pratt at the
farm.

At the jumping paddock, Jim

Day gives exercise Instructions
to a rider on “Sundancer”. He
feels that, at seven, the horse Is
just coming into his prime and
abhors the practice of jumplng a
horse before four, However, he
does try the vyearlings free
umping in the special jumplng

e.

If they haven't got the
necessary desire and ability, they
go to the track.

‘““There’s no sense walting until
they're four belere you find out If
they can jump,” says Jim. “It's
too late for the track then. But
many a young horse has been
rulned by carrying a rider over
jumps too early.”

S AR A A S ST A

Post Script

Since this feature was first
writtey Jim Day bas suc-
cesslully competed at Montreal
in the Rothmpn’s Grand Prix and
once agaln won with "'Scorplo”.

Throughout torrential raln,
battling a greasy course and
alippery saddles, Jim rode well,
reaping only elf;ht {aults on three
horses all afternocon, a fne

rformance by one of Canada’s
oremoat riders.

WSS Y A T T

Does he always use¢ Thorough-
breds for jumping?

“I try to, If the horse has got
papers and doesn't. make it
jumping, you've 4dtlil got
something to sell, If he's just a
half-breed, you're stuck with a

nothing."

im prefers to use geldings but
will ri(g: a stalllon if he's got the
right attitude.

not mares? ‘'Mares are
too bitchy” he chuckles, with an
apologetic grin.

But where can a young rider
like Jim Day, who alren
reached the top go? Jim wi
always be partof the horse world.
"horses are my life,” he states

hatically. Without doubt he
gﬂpfmnunue to be a valuable
rider for Canada and an
insplration to up and coming
equestriang,

Immediate plans Include the
Olympic Trials and the
possibility of competing in Three
Day Events for the team as well
as jumping.

_As for the future: “We shall
just have to see,” smiles Jim.

It's

ESSOR

1969 GMC % Ton Pick-up, 6 cylinder, standard transmission. Lic. Y42167
1970 CADILLAC Sedan de Ville, fully equipped, 46,700 miles, extra clean, Lic. N4607 5575

1970 DATSUN Pick-up truck, 36,700 original miles. Lic. 253558 |

1966 CHEVROLET Impala 2 door hardtop, loaded including new paint. Lic. 856345

1971 VEGA 2 door, 3 speed, 8,470 miles. Lic. N6354

1969 VIVA 4 dr. Sedan, 4 cyl. std. transmission . Lic. N7171

1971 FIREBIRD fully equipped, 19,600 miles. Lic. N7271

1969 GMC | T, 5 speed transmission, V-3. Lic. 33237¥

1968 CHEVROLET Station Wagon, as is. Lic. 96282X

1968 BUICK Le Sabre 2 door hardtop. Low mileage. Lic. 782942

1970 FORD % ton pick-up, V-8, heavy duty suspension. Lic. 63077B

1966 CHRYSLER Windsor, 4 door hardtop. Loaded, really clean. Lic. 194254
1960 BUICK Z door hardtop. As is. Lic. N8736

1964 STUDEBAKER. As is. Lic. 910729

1968 MERCURY Montego MX St Wgn. loaded, low mileage. Lic. X38445

1969 CORVETTE Convertible. Lic. 1942938

1961 AUSTIN 850. Lic. N316l1. As is.
1969 FORD Custom 2 door hardtop. Lic. 75917

EQUESTRIAN JIM DAY fondles Sundancer, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Graham,
an elegant chestnut gelding, on which he is R.R. 1, Limehouse

pinning his Olympic hopes this year. Trainer |

—H. Coles Photo

Hugh Grahain is astride Day's favorite, Hugh
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ANTHONY PRATT, WHO came to Sam-50n raised steeplechase-type encumbrance. Mr.
Farms from Britain via the Unlted States, Pratt has a riding school at the farm.

explains the intricacies of jumping off this

from

—H. Coles Photo
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1969 OLDSMOBILE Toronado, silver grey, black viny! top. Wholesale price. Lic. N20756 2450

Wiilten Woter Sales

Streetsville 826-3950

878-2356

338 Main 51,
Milton, Ont.




