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Second Section

General Brock school
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Haiton county bhoard of Education, is aptly naomed for the
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o Canadlanhero, It too, is scaling heights for 114 students of this
% area and over 400 more from the south of the county, not aulted

0% for academic courses in other schools.
Jewxs  The program at General Brock is geared to meet the needs

*

o of Lthese students, some of them with high 1Qs or with vartous

learning disabilities.

= 'This writer was Invited to inspect the school, meet the

GENF.RAL BROCK HIGH SCHOOL in Burlington is the home
for 114 students from Acton, Milton, Nassagaweya and bussed every school day.

Not dum-dums
somehow the Idea vocutlenal
schoofs are the “dum-dum”
schoots  students taunt others
‘with, managed to seep into Lhe
unconscioua. Prlor impreaslons
are all wrong.

As Principal W, G. Cnas stotes
with convlctlon, the flrst priority

"l to maoke atudents [ecl
comfortable at the school, They
imay not have fit in with the
conventional  sacheol, f{elt
uncomfortable in a classroom.

“We geor owr programs to
meet their needs,” Mr. Cass
explained. And he thinks he Is
succeeding,

Next priority 13 to open lines of
communication with students,
emphasglzing that everyone
benelits when sell disclpline ls
exercised ond idens are freely
pxpressed. '

“No idea |8 a bad iden," Conss

- %N says frankly, Often slight

SR .k T ¥ . retinements can turn it into a
t with girls at the Kood idea.

BEAUTY CULTURE is a popular subjec Sometimes, Cpss ndmits they

school. Students do hair for local ladles on an appointment (i) o get through. “We can't

" = serve every student,” he admits

IMMERSED in upholstery, students don't stop for aphoto. - basis.  candully, Ak the satis iz e lias

Wi B never “i[t’k{'{]” anyone out of the

school. Every student who drops

out has the. right to come back
und request to return,

“When they do return most of
them are much botter students,”
he said, **Mere ond maore
students arc leaving at 16 and
vonung back at 18 or 19." -

The school necessarily has
periods when students learning o
sidl] are out on weork experiences.
The achoul ecncourages it,
knowing that they are
experiencing  actual conditlons
they'll meet in the outside world.

The work experience -creates
confidence as well as supplying
students with pocket money. It
builds up their self-esteem, often
i problem with students at the
school,

“A 15 year-old locks on life as
hapeless, somelimes,”” says Cass,
and the teachers are hopeless to
help, "“*Their peers are most
important at that time in llfe."

Although there are 585 students
at Genernl Brock only about &
dozen fall by the wayside.

Develop conlidence

“Ten yecars ago only a small
percentage  would  learn
anything,"” said Cass’ “'and leave
school with no training.” An
amazing number are gelting jobs
today because of the assistance
they received at the school and
above all the sell confidence they
developed themsclves.
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Join the Fun
along with

” GEORGETOWN
DOWNTOWN
MERCHANTS

in a salute to

GEORGETOWN'S
- GOLDEN ''JUBILEE"

PRE-BIRTHDAY SALE

BARGAINS GALORE - - - HUGE SAVINGS
THURSDAY—FRIDAY—SATURDAY - - JUNE 15-16-17
@ When you shop at the following Georgetown stores @

o Towne Sewing Centre o Park Confectionery
e Superior Food Market e The Goodlet Co. Lid.
o Wigo T.V. o Barber’s Gift Shoppe
o Comfi Furniture Lee’s

e Evelyn Shoppe Gougeon Furniture
e Holmes Dept Store McNamara Jewellers
e« Young's Pharmacy Boughton Jewellers
o Crawford’s Family Shoe Shoprite Store

o Richardson’s Crest Hardware Salan Le Ciel

e by bettianne Kay's Beauty Salon
o Georgetown Stationery Joe’s Tuck Shop

o Bamrager's Cleaners Georgetown Cycle & Sporis
o King's Cleaners Jean's Variety

Barber & Henley Insurance
Silver's Dept. Store
Global Dept. Store
1.B. Mackenzie & Son Ltd.
Pomeroy Sports
Stan's
Sykes Bakery
Milliere T.V. Sales & Service.
Georgetown Hobbies & Crafts
Fendley Florists
e Canadian Rcceptance

Corp. Ltd.
“@ Chnstell's Hair Styling

principal, accompanying the Acton-Nassagaweya
Esquesing for the school year, Studeats from North Halton are ., - hor Tom Walson on the tour. Preconceived notions of

Genernl Brock sehool were knocked flat by the visitation.

Board

1 ean anly think of one or two
who didn't get Joba," sayas Cans,

Some don't wait for graoduntion
to getu Job, he saya, but notes the
students are better than §f they
hwd not had the uae of the school
for lwo or three years.

(ienerud Brook tries to creoate a
u learning cnvironment that is
interesting” challenglng—, and
rewnrding. Teachers no longer
lench In the old sense. The
teacher Lo Coss 18,8 director of
the learning environment,

ne of the most Enl;LﬁfyInE
developments for the Broce

principnl 18 the constant use
maile of the resource centre at
the achool. In mhny cises
reading andd math levels are
below what they should be. He
envisions that by next year every
student will e al the same
reading level,

'This crentes some problems for
the Board of Education. The
library end of the resource centre
I congested and wlll require
emlargement.,

{’ass says he has been
criticieized for his liberal policy
on tending hooka but feels the loas
of n few books a year 18 a amall
price to pay for upgrading
rending standards.

“"Package course”’

First year students nt General
Brock take o “'package’’ course
in which the boys sce 18 of the
well-equlpped shops in the school
and the girls sce nine. They are
sxnased to the different akills In
the shops and In the second year
each student chooses six shop
skilla he would llke to take. The
Lhird year is spent specializing In
two,three or four of the shops,
depending on the Indlvidual.

“Wo don't teach trades,”

insists the principal — *'we teach

akilly."

§

down-to-earth experience
~ for 114 trom this area

5 By Hartley Coles |

One of Canada’s heroic flgures, o glant among men, General

Brock was {atally wounded ns he scaled Queenston Helghts,
TO . SUp - T . L . repulsing an American invasion.

: D o AR R e i V' P 3 General Brock School In Burlington, a vocational unit of the

(ietting jobs |s not high on the
priority.

Cosa sees it much as the old
Chinese proberb: “(Gilve a man a
fish and 1t gives him a8 meal for o
day, 'Tepch him how to fish and he
will have enough for life."

It {3 up to the student to get his
own job. He recommends that the
sfudent look for the position that
is best suited for him —, oven If it
means trying o varlety of things,

“We have to tench them how to
fish,” he declares, “'to hold their
heads up — amd be proud of
themaelves."”

The school tries to get away
from departmentallized
curriculums which might have
disturbed students st other
nchools. Teacherstry to find out a
student’s strong skills and nzsiat
them in developing them.

“We teach math, English,
sovi] sciences, creatlve arts,
recrention. Every kld can sing,
pluy musical instruments, dance,
play games before he leaves, If
he or she can't do that then we
find something else In which the
student con beat expreas
thernselves,"'

Abszenteeiam”? _

Cnsy speaks highly of
attendance officer Bill Coon, ““He
i3 «oing 0 tremendous job for us
this year, He is worth hls welght
in gold. Because of him and the
other  attendance  officers
nttendance i3 much better this
YCHur.

Usoal {ricks
The students ore not stupid,
Cnsx sayg, and try the usual
tricks to aveid the classrooms.
‘The school's Job is to bulld their
confidence untll they are relaxed,

PRINCIPAL W. G. Cass clears a point with Acton-Nassa-
gaweya board of education member Tom Watson.

What students take

First year stodents at General Brock high school
study in the art of commumications, mathematics,
sclence, social service, creallve arts, art, music,
and theatre arts. | %

All courses except those of a remedial nature are
credit courses towards a graduation diploma.

The business and technical program includes study
of auto body work, auto maintenance, baking, beauty
culture, building construction, business machines,
chef training, commercial art, dry cleaning, electrical
repairs, floraculture, home management, hort-
iculiure, merchandising, metal (rades, painting and
decorating, printing, restaurant services, sewing,
trowel trades, typing, upholstering and welding,

~ COUNTRY MART

On Willow Street. ... East Side Moss Hardware

SATURDAY, JUNE 17th

from 8.30 A.M. 1o 1 P.M.
“AN EVERY SATURDAY EVENT”

Featuring

o FARM ERESH PRODUCE EGGS eHONEY ®MUSHROOMS
« WHITE OAKS POTTERY AND A WIDE VARIETY OF ITEMS

SPONSOREDBY

“OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH"”

willing to go ahead, end not
afrpid to make mistakes, When
there in a baild-up of confidence
the change in attitude is easily
seen and attendance cllmba,
Progress of the student s not
evaluated in the traditlonal way,
rather on on Iindependent
annlysis of their worth.
[s the school worth the $1,400 a
year it costs for cach student?,
(ass unswers that with another
query. It coyts double that Lo keep
a member of society in prison
plus the missing producer. Which
i rnore unportant? he enquires.
Coss also sdmits some parents
resist enrolling their children in
General Brock — that is untl] he
invites thern there to see the
school at work. Like this writer,
most of them were impressed.
Biggest boosters are parents who
see the change in their children
after they enrol at the school.

Plenty of problems

There are plenty of problems
and Cass says one of the big ones
for him and the teachers is to
resisl becoming social workers.
He feels the social services of the
county are gradually offering
integrated services which also
aysist the schools in (ls task.

Rural students? How do they
fit into the picture at General
Brock? '

Rural studenis are more
independent and can spend their
time advantageousiy. ‘‘They
don't have time o hang arcund
the plaza,” he sald.

General Brock is suited for its
role in the county system but only
a wvisit will clear up miscon-
ceplions.

Principal Cass says he wishes
more parents from North Halton
could spare the time to see what
they are trying to do there. He
feels they have come a long way
in county vocational educalion
but there is still much to be done.

Classrom inspections revealed
students immersed in the
refinements of operating a
restaurant, baking, preparing
food, doing upholstery, auto body
work, oprinting, art, beauly-
culture, painting and decorating
and several cther skills,

Feood in the u!etebr;n tkt!
prepared and served e
students who also handle the
finances.

General Brock may be pari
experiment —part experience
but it cbviously is bladng new
trails for county educators.

OPTOMETRIST
3 Cork 5. East

GUELPH
Phone TAZ-T150




