McKenzie, Marks challenge

budget procedure priorities

Acton’s 1972 budget did not sit

well with at least two membersof - "i'.
non-members of the

councii,

t committee and they voled - -2 5
aga accepting it when the =~ &

resolution was put to a vote,

y-Reeve G.
‘McKenzie objected to the
proposals because he had no

W. (Pal)

chance to peruse coples of = |

recteation and band budgets. He
told council he could not vole
intelligentiy on the budge

chance te study It.

He based his objection on a
staternent made at the last
regquiar meeling promising all
budgets would be available for all
councitlors to peruse over the

-weekend. “When we didn't get
them get an.-gr}r," McKenzie toid
the Free Pre

He and the meynr engnﬁed ina
verbal sparring match which saw

the mayor bang his gavel down

and sharply criticize the deputy
reeve,

Ceunﬁjilller ugetg m
meanwhile, ca ep
budget a maintenance budget,
one that the people want to see
but not necessarily what Is good
for the tawn.

Turaing backs

‘*‘We had 12%% mills looking at
us,”" he noted, “and tried to get
thern down to four which meant
they had to be cut. We are tuming
pur backs on things which are
needed.”

Marks aaid the budget needs to
be looked at more realistically
referring to cuts in the recreation
budget where the bhudget
committee cut arena renovations
recommended by the engineera
to keep the arens safe. He [elt
culting the development
commission’s budgel . was
another mistake since the
commission would need the
money to promote sale of
industrial land and by paring the
budgel he snid council was ac-

y turning away revenue
from the sale of iand.

“1 don't honestly believe a
maintenance budget will supply
Acton's needs in 1972' Marks
‘declared. He also felt there were
s0 many variables in the udget
councll could be looking at a
serious deficit In 1972,

in Marks’ view the people of
Actor had to face up to thelr
responsibilities . and accept
increased taxes {or a year. He
also took issue with the
centenntal comumnittee's budget of
$4,500 :myi.nﬁ he would like to take
a far more detailed look at plans
hefore his seal ol approval was
attached.

Prodded by the reeve, Marks
admitted he had reservations
about last year's budget but had
" yoled for It expressing
reservations.

Sharp jssue

Budget chairman Heeve Frank -

Oakes took sharp issue with
mkahoa:niming he wanied
3 ways,
were left out wiﬁene ﬂm
then predicting a deficit with
another. In his view the le of
Acton are getling service
from the municipality and he
challenged Marks' statement
that the town's size limited glving

" recreation and

t until -
he knew what was in it and had a

PETER MARKS
good service

“We are all afraid of 12 mills,'*

Marks replled, *'or we could have

struck it.” He felt if there were .

enough people to soak up the
increase council’s fears need not
be warrarnted.

Mayor Les Duby agreed with
Councillor Marks' view on the
centennial project noting he was
not overly impressed with the
moject which was based on the
views of 50 people who attended a
special meeting. Holf of the
people there, the mayor thought,
were eriented towards
recreation. [ feel we need more
time and discussion on the
project’’ the mayor said.

Councillor Chapman
questioned how colleague Marka
could call figures a
“maintenance” budget since the
town woutld atill continue paying
for improvements. Marks replied
he used the word “majintenance"
because severa! growth items
were cut.

“We have to cult the cloth to fit
the pattern”, maintained the
mayor, relating that there were
many things he and other
members of councli would like to
see done which could not be
included in the budget. *‘We can’t
commnit ourselves for the new
council either,"” he said referring
{o this year's election.

'imjrneeepleu?
“It bothers me,” sald the
deputy-reeee Pel McKenzie,
“that [ haven't got a copy of the

study? Why haven’t we.'" he
demanded, "How can I answer
questions about the budget for

taxpayers or vote Intelligently on
it when I've never scen one.”

The mayor replied that the
budget committee was willlng to
change its mind about budgets if
they were outvoted. He reviewed
the procedure council used and
felt most were satisfled with it

“But there's a majority of
council on the  budget
commitiee,” retorted the depu
reeve. I don't agree with that,”

“Write them down then,” said
the mayor,

“Come on — write tl‘.uﬂwﬁ. G
three pages of it," the deputy-
reeve replied with sarcosm,

Al this point the mayor cracked
his gawvel down :-harphf and
thundered, “l object to

study annexation
of Eden Mills

Plana to being the entire police
village of Eden Mills wi the
boundaries of Eramosa township
and Wellington County were
discussed at a joint meeting
between representatives of
Eramosa, Nassagaweya and the
village Monday night,

The village is divided beiween
Eramosa and Nassagaweya
townships now with the larger

in Eramosa.

A joint comunittee was set up
Monday to work with village
mue.-. and proceed with plans
for the annexation. Each council
will pick one representative to
mmeet with the trustees and act as
a lisison between the three
bodies.

The proposed (ransfer |is
enn'tpuﬂlaed by the fact that

aweya is in Halton County
Erimeu in Wellington.

Sclnol students on one side of the
village attend schools in Guelph

snvd Rockowood while on the other

side they attend Acton schools
and are bussed as far as
Georgetown and Burlington,
Attend same schools
Under the proposed annexation
all students would be able o
nwtileﬂrndm the same schools in
on.
Tru:tres of the viilage told
meeting 3% per cent of the
oriented towards

uiil
' éwwia‘;ee. o
Yyor ¢

l'.he mtenum, There s some
opposition but trusiees plan a
house-to-house survey of the

Nassagaweya side o pget Ihe

feelings of all residents,
Reeve Warren Parkinson, the
council and the clerk of Eramosa,

Heeve Ann MacArthur and her

council and clerk from Nassaga-
weya amd Dave Masson and
secretary John Turmer . of the
village were the principals at the
meeting.

District dogs

to appear on TV

Mrs. D. Steel and her dogs,
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels,
are o be special guests on the
Elaine Cole show, CKCO-TV
Kitchener on Friday, June 9.

Mrs, Steel's kennels are
located on 17 Sideroad W., south
of Acton. The kennel is the only
one in Canada for the Cavalier
King Charles breed

CNIB drive

Aetmﬂ Liona Club is aln
sponsoring the Canadian
tional Institute for the Blind

canvass in Acton and they are
M-Ihlﬁ.:er volunteers to assist
drive.
An organitation

tﬂﬂgl‘nﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬁﬂ'fmpm tl:
plan the canvass. Volunteers are

wweummewﬁmm
prior to the date for

further information,

rd bmﬂetl'te'

your -

Committee set up
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attitude Mr. McKenzle.” The
deputy reeve repeated his
remark.

“'It is up to counci! if they want
to change procedure,” the mayor
repcated.

Councillor Marks said it was
time to
procedure of the budget
cornmittée. He commended the
committee for the many hours
they had spent laboring over the
budget and asked if it wasn't time
to look at different methods of
appointment,

Councillor Masales wondered If
the deputy reeve had done all his
own homework., Earlier he
questioned our budget, he sald,

and now it seems is not fully

aware of his own.

The depuly reeve disagreed
earlier with the $7,100 the budget
set aside for a “slush” fund to
buy equipment. He sald the
budget committee was asking
others to cul and then adding as
they saw f[it. The mayor
explained that there was a
concern by members of publlc
works that town trucks might
give out at any Hme and the
money would be available in the
event this came to pass.

Councillor Norm Elliott agreed
it was rildiculous for two
members of the committee to ask
for $7,000 as had been stated, and
then ask the public works
committee {o cut $9,200 from the
budget, It was not discussed at
cornmittee he sald and wes
{mpossible to cut now.

" Head off crisls

Councillor Coats said the
money was set aside to heed off 2
crisis when funds are not
available. The reeve sald there
was also & chance the adminis-
tration committee could needit in
the event office equipment broke
down, It is available to either
cotnmnittee, he Insisted,

“We've lived without one for
four or five years,'" retorted the
deputy,

The reeve noted that anyone
can defeat parts of the budget
with maotlons . from the floor,
Some have the attitude the
budget can't change, he noled.
Amendments can be made, he

investigate the tolal .

assured council.

But Marks said this was
imposs|ble unless there was some
verbal support from one member
of the budget committee because
the commitice outnumbered the
rest of council 54.

But you are on record as trjflﬂﬂ
the reeve emphasized. That
what democracy is all about,

Councillor Greer also advised
his colleague Marks that in
answer to renovations on the
arena it was the opinion of the
committee that they were not a
necessity, If there is lrouble there
Greer sald all the recreation
comnittee had to do was come to
council,

"The engincer told us three
years ago there were rotlen
timbers there,” sald Marks, and
it would cost more to repalr it
niece-meal. He noted the
recreation committee had
approved the budget by a
majority and they had asked for
funds three years ago, two years
ago and again last year with
meagre results,

Councillor Coats noted the
budget committee had a long and
pleasant meeting with
representatives of Parks Board
and told them there was no way
their budget could go through —
it must be cut. “Council said
‘sorry' - there 1s only so much
money this year."

We should caution all boards of
our limited funds, sald the

mayor. Motiey will go where it

serves all the people of the town
best.

No way

Councillor Eliott, pondering

the budget and- listening to the

discussion, observed that there -

was no way council could justify
a large increase on the minute
assessment increasce during the
year, He agreed the budget
committee had to make some

difficult decisions and there wos

no viable way to make evaluation
but he suggested councl! should
reexamine the way the budget
was set.

“I would have liked to look at
the recreation and parks t:mard
budget," he said.

The mayor defepnded the -

precedure noling it wag
customary for
commumnitlee to recelve the budgets
and suggest cuts.

It was normal procedure, Coats

- agreed, bul pressure of time this

year so the mill rate could be
struck, reversed the procedure,
Normally ‘budgets came to
committee first.

After some comment on the
spread between the commercizl
and residential mill rates about
which several councillors
expressed concern, the mavor
expressed his personal
apprecintion to the reeve ond
other members of the finance
committee for their handling of
the budget. He noted once again it
was everyone's perogatlve to
question anything that goes on at
coundcil,

ACTON LIONS CLUB

Sprmg Frolic
and Dance

? SATURDAY,

at

ACTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

DANCING 9 P.M. to 1 AM.
FEATURING

Harry Hibbs

and the Shrimp Cocktail
From the Caribou Club
Tickets avallable at Canadian Tire & Foopdland Store

$5.00 Per Couple ———— $4.00 at the door

NOTICE TO PARENTS

- North Halton
Sunshine School

Lions sponsor | for Retarded Children

Mra. G. Jeflares
wlll be recelving applications

at the Sunshine School
April 28, from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M

E. Bodnar,

Chairman of the Board.

J. W. Singleton
Director of Education

the budget -

Sunworthy
- Pre-Pasted
@ -5 Washable

Ilpapcr

Choose from a complete line of exclilng Sun-
worlhy patlerns, Sirlpest Florals! Klichens' A
wallpaper for every room in your home. But
]]"-urry. At this low price , . . they won't last
ung

wilh
coupon

i PINT | (PRE
RIPOLIN  VARNISHED

ULTRA-WHITE HARDWOOD

o YARDSTICK

' poar coalomer
1 Par Custemar Adults Only

Adulta Only
NWO PLURCHALE Hltlﬂll‘f

s 11 '

PAINT

7' HI-PILE REFILLS
2/7T7T¢

WITH
COUPON

REG.
$7.95

Reg. 2/ $1.1%

POLLYFILLA 4 ib. Box
77

Reg. §1.37

® Over 10,000 patterns at your fingertips

St Clair?

We're

Profenlenal:
. . . Ontario’s |argest
chain of paint & paper
speclalists with 19 con-
venieni locations. We've

been In business for
over 30 ycars,

Guaranteed
Quality!

. . . because gur only
business is decorating.

FREE

Professional
Advicel

. . our prolessional
people are always at
your sarvice . . . Just
ask |

Lower Prices
Every Dayl

. . on the higgest salec.
tion of quality Paints
and exciting Wallpaper
patterns.

®LATEX
®SEMI-GLOSS

7" HI-PILE KIT

Reg. $1.49

2" NYLON BRUSH

$1.98 Value $ ‘ 49

We guarantee SAME DAY service if ordered before 2:00 or next day on all

wallpaper orders

Ever had to buy a double roli, because that’s the only way it comes, or had a roll
left over & found you can’treturnit; that NEVER happens at 51. Clair.

Ever read an ad for paint and when you got to the store you find that rich blue you
wanted is $1.00 or $1,.50 more? We never charge for any tinting, any color

Ever found you couldn’t match that rug or drapes because that 1,000 colors just
didn‘t have the color you wanted? We have over 4,000 colors

Mliton's First Full Service Paint & Paper Store

$t. Clai

the paint and paper people
YOUR

STORE IN MILTON
MILTON PLAZA - (416) 878-2629

19 stores in Toronto, Mississauga, Brampion. Milton, Kitchener, Sudbury.




