b

!L

The Acton Fres Press, Wednosday, March 15, 1972

— the name was
lnu new church in
ts first rector, the Rev.,
Hnw. Alban was the
martyr ln 34 A.D.
'Ih:r m.'lrch is celebrating {ts
oentermial year in 1572 with many
special aurvlun and former
rectora as guests

-‘:’-.EW‘”“ fhe churchibogint

was 8
incorpocatad synod of Toronto in
1872 by William and Esther Sharp
of Hamilton. It was then
described as the southeast half of
village lot Na, 5 in Bleck 1 in the
village of Acton.

The church with the fine new
name of St. Alban's was a plain
rectangular frame structure with
the door at the east end. It's the
same bullding today, completely
renovated in 1807,

The Church of England settlers
had ministrations of religion
before the church was bullt, of

course.
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Missionary first

Rev. Adam Elliott, & lrnw
misslonary, called a laﬁ:
central Dntariu his ah,

It's thought the [irst mission
station in this ares was at Ballin-
afad. One was recorded there as
esrly as 1843 and was probably
ministered toby the Rev. J. G. D,
MacKenzieand the Rev. Dr.F. A.
'Mears [from Georgetown.
Service would have been held
irregularly in a hoame.

‘No railroad  cut tmough the
bush here when Adamaville
became Acton in 1845.

Progressing from an {tinerant
minister, the. next Anglican

services in Acton were con

by the Rev. W. W, Bates, who
lived at Rockwood and had con-
gregations there and at Acton,

Frin, Eramosa, Hillsburg and .

Garafraxa. Both he and his horse
“Hiswatha' were well known.

"In Actan he held services in the
(Rd Hall,

.The story goes that the roof
lsaked, and one winter dey he
slipped and fell on the icy floor.

Parish split
By 182 his b
divided. Rev.

Hillsburg and Garafraxa, Acton

Rockwood and Eramosa were

mnder the care of the Rev,

Swallow, who

parish its name
Chirch of England services.

~MESwallow lived Intownina .
house :on the narth- -

2 torner of Main and Bower.

Thiree years later a rectory was

purchased.

CORNERSTONE OF St. Alban's parish hall -
was dedicated in June, 1851, On the left is the
rector, the Rev. Luxton, who died the next
year; subsequently the new hall was named in
bis honor, With him left to right are United

E. A. Currey;

church minister the Rev,

TN JUNE, 1951, cholr progeeds to site for dedication of parish

parish was

Massey
fook cver the north — Erin,

t the Acton

first regular pyterian,

The now church, free of debt,
was consecrated In July, 1878 by
the first Bishop of Niagara.

Mr. Swallow was a young
married man In deacon's ordera
who stayed hore Uil 1874 when he
became a prieat and was
msaistant to Acchdezcon Palmer.
He died in 1830 &t the age of 82,
After Acton, he had ministered at
Caledon, Woodbridge, and Pine
Grove,

Next to come was tho Rev,

Christopher T, Denroche, son of
m Ir cl an whe had
igrated to Cannda. Although
mnn of his parishloners
lcfnl; believe H. he was ac-
cused of intemperance to the
point of delirium tremens! His
departure wasn't allogether a
happy one.
Long-time reclory

Next comes a quaint and kindly
bachelor, the Rev. Charles
Russell fee M A, and the rectory

on Willow St. was purchased {n

1875 for him from Mr. John
Sharpe. It was tom down several

ars ago and has been replaced
Ly a parking lot.

Conversats were a  popular
social event and were one of ways
used at the church to ralse money
to pay [or this fine new
parsonage., Records show a
conversat in 1877 raised $37.60 for

By then there were all of 100
in Acton and six
lican, Pres-
ist, Congre- former Beardmore mpeﬂ
gaunnnli:t Haptiat and Din— desﬁnedfm' rimen

people

congregations—
Metho

at the Acton inl;hth:thﬂrt&

.Alexon
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St. Alban's church - 1872 - 1972

By 1830 the newest rector, Rev,
W. J. Pigott, wanted to bulld a
completely new church In his{wo
charges, He failed in Acton, but
succeeded in Rockwood, All he
obtained for St. Alban's was &
new color scheme In 1881 —
cream walls, lavender celling,
rose pink chancel, stone-colored
woodwork and o narrow fresco
border,

‘A new organ was bought and
pald for: total §500, .

it was Mr. Plgott who
dedicated the new grounds for
Fairview cemetery n 1886 and
 conducted the {irst burial there.
. Mr, Plggott came
or ‘George Edward West-
macott-—and congregational con-
Fusion. Thelr heart had been set
on a Wycliffe student and he was
asked not to stay. He dldn't get as
far as to live in the rectory.

Diedat 39

His successor was, luckily,
popular — Rev. George
nthE The rectory was top
mﬁilfurhiaf of 10 children
and he lived instead on the
now
e was

Alte

i.'nlm He died :ﬂmnr:eru{lhﬂ

Sunday mhml was in the after- stomach at 39, and memorial

noon.
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warden H. Jolley, H

blocks, T. Cod(whudmatedﬂiem

warden T, Jones, Very Rev. W. E. Janksm

dean of Niagara, who dedicated the stone, the'

Rev. W. R. Craven of Hamilton Beach and
. Knox minister the Rev, R. Armstrong.

lableta were plaeed in the Acton

andl.ddtt‘te"
Hia.tc:bud,

and Rockwood churches, with a
font tn Acton n3 well,

Long obituary

Week nfter week the Free
Press reported in detell on Mr.
Cooke's lliness—firat reporied as
catarrh of the stomach. Then
doclors adjudged a small seed
had lodged in his stomach and
was wing; hence he drank
carbolle acid to try to kill the
growth

Four doctors — from Acton,
Rockwood, Toronto and Chicago
— opérated on him at his home
here and prorounced a malignant
growth — and no hope. When he

MI.'H-
J“F 1& : .r'& -l{*z - M :
‘.- '.‘rn,:., ... ‘ Fl-if R, Ll

ATy

10 gt

h’-’iipﬁ‘# e ”’g""

h M £ :
ﬁﬂ“ﬁﬁi L.

.j,’;"" o -.

. ._. -.

. E’Jllkmsun from 1912 to 1915: Lhe

died his obituary ran to over a
column in the Free Press,
recalitng his early work as a
missionary in sparsely-settled
Muskoka, when he travelled

¢ miles on snowshoes. “His liberal

. Oakley who laid the

views and free assoclation with

the members of all churches
made him a general favorite,”
the editor wrote.

Bell installed

In 1895 came Rev. John Keith
Godden and during hls stay
Rockwaod pressured Lo have the
rector live there, unsuccessfully,
The rectory was raised, repatred
and enlarged. He had the bell put
ln which has gver since called the
people to worship.

_ Electric lighting brightened the
interior in 1899.

An aristocrat from the West
Indies came in 1302, the Rev,
Joseph Grayfoot Browne who
stayed three years before
returning south due (¢ his wile's
health. Canadian winters weren't
for him.

They say one night he knocked
g . a door during a snowstorm to

ecplain pitifully he'd lost his hat,
his horse and his way. He took

over & parish in the Barbadoes.

Hopes unsuccessful

His successor, Rev. Matthew
Wilson, was a Scot [rom
Cheshire, who arrived [n town in
1905 but like his predecessoc,
retwmed to hisnative land aftera
couple of years here. The frame
church weas 38 years old now and

he oo hoped to replace ii. A

mudhlg[mdwaahegﬂnmda_

El.'.ﬁt three-day fund-raisin
zaar was held in the lown

in 1905. Among the workers was
Jalna author Mazo de la Roche,
then a parishioner.

But the ambitious plans of 1507
for a new church never came to
pass. All they could do was fix up
the oid church. Later the zame

year the Bishop of Nlagara re
ltdir:lted the church wil.h iis
improverments:  widened and
enlarged chancel; new wing
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" didn't.
- services in October 1911 and died
- the next March, In 1913 the brass
- communion rail wasplaced In the
" l:hurch In his memory.

the aditor me  year,
Bpoeciul events would Hil the
church o overflowing,

Noxt rector wan  fey, CIL),
Sanith, from 1050 - 1017, then the
Hov, IS, 1. Mnunsell 1918 - 101,
the Huey, GJL)., Baugh, 1921 -
1028, the Rev, I*, A. Hawyer, 1004
to 1051, the Hov, B, lirillinger
14 - 1017, who laler b
beillfisnt record us a padre In the
wur,

Church historian

The Huv, Arpeld Brocks will be
tho guost speaker at . Alban's
contennial sorvico on Jupe 2 of
thin year, Ho was In Acton from
W to 1M44. He was very
Interested In the church his
und complled many of the awr f
fucts which have been adepled
for this sccount of the parlsh
hstory.,

ITe was followed by the Rev, F,
A. Pulker from 1044 - 1048,

The death of the Rev. W, .
Jaxton wus 0 shock to the parish
und town, He waa rector from

added including parlsh room for
amill vestry room with small
transcept in the nave, west door
closed, old inner porch remaoved
and new porch Lullt ot Lhe
corner; cellar with furnace,
whole interfor lined with Inc
pulplt and altar covering, Eh‘.'

new brass memorlal lectern and
cork carpet. The erlginal wide
boards are still beneath the
present walls and flooring.

Mr. Wilsan was o tall angular
man who always wore a black hat
with white band, trouser legs
tucked into leggings, and was
rechlied as often walking so rlght
down the centre of the road.

Stormy years

1909 to 1911 saw the
inciumbency of the Hev, Robert
Ferdinand Kelleman, bomn in
Centrnl America, distantly
connected with the emperor of
Austria, a graduate of theological
seminary in New York.
Apparently his few yenrs here
Were very stormy.

The parish survived—but he
He conducted his last

Then came the Rev. H. H

first parish hall was bullt dur[ng

this time. It was torn down In

1852. $4.98

Churches important

Free Press files over the years
show the church's close Involve-
ment with the life of the town,
Each week, in those days, there
was a spemnl article of 'chiirch
news'', A special sermion cowld
rate a full column of report

Concerts were detailed,
naming the participants and their
solos and recitations. The Sab-
bath School for many years “pic-
nicked in Warden Warren's
bash® (now Warren Grove) at the
cast of town. "The most
uttractive feature was the tea,” a
well-fed participant reported to
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Introducing
Zenith handcrafted

17" ponabIe wsw nocwe
CHROMACOLOR TV

with a picture that
outcolors, outbrightens,
outdetails and
outperforms every other
color portable its size!

Now you can have famous Zenlth Chromacolos
an in the hovse ... kitchen...

bedroom ... living room. .

Super-sharp, compact, big-screen 17
Portable Chromacolor with a picture so bright
. « . 30 sharp . . . with so much contrast

and detail-—you really have to see it—

to see it—and only Zenlth hos it}

The quality goes in before the name goes on®
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Beer making Kits, foof
Have your favorite liqueur in
10 minufes! 5§ varieties for

It's easy fun - drop in and see how .
easlly youv may have your own wine
cellar at a very low price!

Centennial 'year for St. Alban's parish

148 10 1002, The nuw parish hal),
then undesrway, was nsmad I his
emury, Many dnstions and
muech voluntesr work mude thia
fine Dallding possiide. It v »
jopulur meeting place for ¢ine: 11
groups and many vihers,

Hu wus followed hy (e Itov,

Ilal h I Price, now of Bt

Ines, feorn fmm 14, My,

I’rh.ﬂ wis 8 welcotne cenlennial
guext lost Hunday,

Tha ltev, Kvan Jones wan hers

from 1004 to 1008, is now & Pres- |

byterian  clergyman, und
prosched recently st Knox
church hers,

The Rev, Hank Rlokreef wan
hera from 1068 {o 1061 and ix now
with {ha hosrd of educalion ot
Nisgors Falls. He's expected to
bw back for anniversury Sunday
June 23.

ey, Don West, 1081 to 1065, now
i probation officer In Ottawn; the
Itav, ititchio McMurray, 1965 to
s, now Amljtnﬂn -United
f'rmpluln al the University of
(hielph, and tha present rm:tur
ther Rev, Horry Dawson,

For the past ton years the
rectory hos been a belght new
home tn TLakeview aubdivision.
The meandaring old roctory next
ior tothe church was torn down,

In 1060 for the flrat time Acton B

became o separate parish. Rock-

wu-ud the ined with Erin. Just

Hockwood became

Efl’illutrd with Bt. James, {]mlph
Moat recent rectors are

Over the yearn the addition of
plagues, stained glass windowns
and vhurch furniture han added
to the charm ﬂl iit. Alhan's.
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“The Very Thing®

Liz says:

For the man who thinks he has
everything we are announcing the

opening of

our

new home

winemaking centre - make your own
delicious wines from a complete line
of concenirates and equipment. Kits

" from $2.98,
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Milton 878-2]53
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and remember -

there's a Zenith set
for every budget!
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FIRST LINE TV

RIGHT HERE IN TOWN

(WHERE THE SERVICE IS . . . )




