Escapes police custody,

After attempting to pa=s a
forged cheque, a Woodstock man
was chased, caught and taken to
the pollce station Thursday, only
to suddenly escape custody. After
a couple of hours he was
recaptured, charged and taken to
{all in Milton.

The harrowing afternoon for
Ell::e resulted In two charges

ing laid against William Arthur
Myer, 19, ol Woodstock -
uttering a forged document and
escaping lawiw custody.

His associate, Richard Taylor

Jane, 26, of Woodstock, was
charged with forgery.
Remanded week

Both appeared in court In
Milton on Monday and were
remanded for 8 week in custody.

Investigationis still continuing,
and charges sre pending from
seven other police departments,

The couple had made simbar—
but more successful—attempts
at various banks in seven towna.
They kad already received $3,000

* in their forged cheque racket.

The Bank of Commerce In

Guelph called Del Cook, mannger
of the hranch here, to warn him
shortly before the man fitting the
description appeared at their
counter in the noon hour.

Mr. Cook phoned the police and
Cons. Paul Brown came running,
his hat fiying off as he raced for
the bank. Willlam Myer,
realizing he hagd been caught, fled
out of the bank and, Juckily,
slipped on ice. This gave Mr.
Cook a chance to shout, and two
passers-by, Charlie Harrisnn and
Ed Diamond, immediately
assisted in huldmg the agile

man held at bay in Legion, recaptured

young man. Con. Brown hand-
cuffed him, and still with the help
of one of the men on the street,
took him tg the police office.
Durlng the ensulng inwvesti-

fatlon, whille the man was

released from handcuffs, he
suddenly escaped custody and
fled through back gardens across
Main 5t. and behind the
Pominion Hotel,
Search is on

The search began, and North
Halton police quickly arrived to
help their colleagues.

One of the other people who

learned of the iIncident and
immediately began to help wag
John Mason, A %erfuyle, son of
Corp. Ray Mason who was
involved In the investigation at
the time of the escape, John was
on his way to the Medlcal Centre
when he wn: hostily told what
had happened.

Whiie others searched in
cruisers, cars and on feot, John
Mason went upstairs In the
Legion — ond found the man
there. The two were alone, and
John Mason couldn’t leave him to
summon help for fear he would

dash out of a door, downstairs,
and away again,. Hls attempts to
attract attention failed, until
someone came upsmira an hour
Iater to clean. :

Back again

He called for her to get the
police. When the call came In,
Cons, Connors and Cons. McNaily
of the North Halton detachment
were [n the police office and
rushed right over. Myers made
mo resistance when he was hand-
cuffed and taken back to the
police station for the second time,

During subsequent

investigation it was learned a
second man was involved. At 4
a.m. the next morning Detective-
Sergeant Scott of the 0.P.P. Ant-
Rackets Department and Conas.
Brown went to Woodstock where
Richard Jane was arrested. He
wag charged with forgery and
jailed.

It is believed he was In a car
waiting for Richard Myers when
he saw him arrested outside the
bank,

‘High Noan'
It was "high noon”™ in Acton
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when the dramatic capture and
escape occurred, There was no
western shoot-out, as in the
movie High Noan — just plenty of
running.

Police said Myers ran with
astonlshing speed, egged on by
desperation.

Children home from school for
lunch withessed t of the
drama, *'There's a bad man here
today,'" one little girl toid her
mother excitedly. “He h.asculf
flinks on!"'
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In North Halton

Heavy load, frustrations disillusion nurses

Despite dedicated efforts by the medical officer of health

and the director or nursing, public health nurses in North

Halton are saddled with a tremendous work load, frustrated
by attempts to carry out a program, and find themselves
unable to use much of their professional training, The situation
is ageravated by o chronic shortage of nurses,

‘This is the submission of a former nurse with the Halton
County Health Unit in an interview with this newspaper. Her
sentiments are shared by other nurses now with the county
and members of the community who have been involved with

8CTVICES,

Unfavorable compartisons

Mrs. Alma Swetman of Aclon,
who gpent “one traumatic year™
at the Halton Health Unit, has &
story of keen personal
frustrations with the program in
North Halten, comparing it
unfavoerably with benefits
bestowed on residents of Ookville
and Burllngton, Efforts of the
medicel officer of health, Dr. J.
H. Chamberlaln, and the director
of nursing, Mlsa J. Leavy, to
improve the situation are
continually f{rustrated by
burcaucratic twiddling, Mrs.
Swetman says.

*'Thiy is not a total criticism of
..elected represcnfatives,” Mry,
- Swebman says. “In many casey
they have no ldea of what i3 going
on andd health professionals are
too busy doing a job which leaves
them too beat after a day of
personal frustrations to fin
energy to do more.”

"'In my opinion, the directer of

f nursing is a truly dedleated
person who has kept zbrenst of

developments in nursing in

general and public (community).

health in particular, She has
progressive idens but has been
constuntly thwarted by lack of
staff lack of enlightened
personnel on the board of health.

Could lose agaln

"'We now have o well prepared
medical officer of health and an
experienced assistant dlrector of
nursing nnd several very capuble
community health nurses, If we
cai keep them and hire others we
could have a top notch health
unit, but if ecvenls follow the

ttern of recent years we will
- lose these compcetent health

professionals,” Mrs, Swetman
warns.

Many of Mrs. Swetman's
concerns are shared by Miss
Isabel Davey, the psychologist

VIEWING THE WORLD

colored glasses without lenses can be a real
achievement when you've made the frames
yourself as Bruno Schultz, 1st Georgetown,

with the Board of Education's
North  Education Centre,
cgpecially the lack of treatment

fncilities for disturbed children,

The problems are so complex .

that they both see a general
shake-up of the board of health as
the only wony to remedy the
situntion.

They are both disturbed by the
ottitude of some e¢lected
rcpresentatives  when  Dr.
Chamberiain made & request for
an adequate stalf of community
health nurses Ahd an ad-
rinistrative assistant. Evidently

-

they have no knowledge of the -

situastion, Mra. Swetman notes.
Elementary schools often are
virtually without health care
except for immunization, hearing
and vision tests,

An administrative assistant
would leave Dr. Chamberlain
time to set up new programs that
other counties now have, such as
home care, which he - has
proposed to set up now, She views
the former warden's comment
that un assistant would leaye the
M.O.H, little to do as Tudicrous,

He should read copies of
puidelines for a M.OH., she
notes, Lo have seme idea of what
an M.O.H. and a board of heglth
are suppesed to do.

In Wellington

The most galling part of the
giluntion to Mrs. Swetman is
other counties, like Wellington,
already have many of the
programs Halton lacks. The
home care program, for instance,
which is being proposed for
Halton has been so successful the
provincial department of health
has decided it shouid be set up as
spon as possible in every district,
The saving on home care as
opposed to hospitel stay in
enormous and the province s

through rose

T _.‘hq"ht "'

HEALTH SERVICES in North Halton lcave much to be
desired, according to nurse Mrs. Alma Swetman, Acton,
shown here with her two boys, Adam, left, and Chris, right,-
studying a pamphlet on preventive medicine. Mrs. Swetman

providing 100 per cent financial
suppaort.
To give an {llustration of the

work foad the Public Health
Nurse in the north of Halton

carries, Mrs. Swetman notes

David Latimer, 1st Georgetown, and Bobby
Skuce, 1st Acton, demonstrate at Saturday’s
fmh Craft Day in Georgetown. Leering behind
1s Ronnie Bell of 5th Georgetown.

when she was employed for a
year as Esquesing PHN, she was
responsible for eight schools, plus
carrying a population over 10,000
people, all of it ln rural areas.
she pointa out that the

L
.o -
¢ M
tp  mled
¢ .9 ||'|Il v,

said she spent one *‘traumatic' year with the Halton Health
Unit trying to serve all Esquesing’s 10,000 population as well

as schools,—{Staff Photo)

provincial health department
suggests there should be one
nurse for every 5,000 people In
urban areas. In rural areas the
ratio should be smaller because
of the large tlerritory to be

served, ;
"It doesn't take much
imagination to know how little

service these schools recelived,”
she states with emphasis. The

problems they face from

distance, time and the heavy
amaunt of cases, cause nurses (o
stay in North Halton only a short
time.

Swamped with calls

“My experience has been that
there is no pessible way to caver
the territory even with what the
board of health tonsiders a full
complernent of nurse,"' she says,
“l was swamped with calls,” she
recalls, “*and had so many
referrals 1-wasn't able to handle
them."”

Proof this is not an unusual
experience for o North Halten
nurse is provided by the heavy
turnover of staff. And
compaounding the problem for the
new nurse who comes in Ycold" 1s
any lack of liaison.

"1 would say - it takes six
months to o year before the new
public health nurse is really
contributing much to a successful
community program,’” Mrs.
Swetman feels, because of the
lack of overlap between the
outgoing and incoming nurses,

Since she has quit the Halton
Health Unit, there have been so
many telephone calls, Mrs,
Swelman says, she almost
decided to get an wunlisted
number. She has referred these
people to the heafth unit but
realizes there isn't enough staff
to handle everything.

A public health nurse, she
points out, must be a graduate of
a recognized school of nursing
and must have at least one year
of post graduate univeraity study
in public health nursing,
E}iﬂrably a B. 5¢. N. She has a

role to fulfill in the
mmmunity especially &5 a
family health teacher,

She is to wvisit schoeols and
hormmes, help expectant parents,
provide a service for the newborn
baby, assist with chlld health
conferences, look after children,
adolescents, the aged and
chronically H] and {s also a
member of the team which tries
to prevent the spread of disease,
Her specialty is. to work in
preventive regrams and
emphasize “wellness"” in all ages
and stages of life.

Put on btinkers

“You have to learn to put on
blinkers when you werk in North
Halton,' " Mrs, Swetman says.

‘The southern part of the county
has better services, more nurses
to service the populace by ratlo
and Miss Davey also {eels there
are more problems In the north,
especially ln the number of multi-
problem families.

“It is very [rustrating to spend
time in the north of Halton after
serving in the southern urban
areas, both from the amount of
travelllng and the lack of
services the szouth takes for
granted,” Miss Davey states,

There are leas striving families
in the north, she feels, “trying to
Kecp up with the Joneses™ but she
thinks the problems are more
numerous because the scuth is
more affluent. For instance, both
she and Mrs. Swetman flgure
there are many nutritional
problems in North Halton schools
that need solving, although these
are not necessarily caused by the
fevel of affluence.

Bussing is a real health
problem which should be
assessed, they both claim.
Children take a lunch to school,
some eat it on the bus and have
nothing to eat at lunch time. This
upsets blood sugar level and (s
reflected in thelr attitude at
school. Some schools setve a
chocolate drink which has no
nutritional value because there is
no milk in it,

Miss Davey’s greatest concern
i3 lack of factlitiestotreat serious
paychiatric problems—a atopgap
measure i3 use of Chedoke
hospital services in Hamilton.
She feels the board of heslth is
negligent in not providing a local
service which has been
encouraged by the province,

No giuidance

Mrs, Swetman doesn't entirely
ogree with Miss Davey that
North Halton has more problems
than the south of the county, but
she does insist many children are
in opportunity classes in the
north whoreally have no business
being there—if there was time for

r pre-school guldance from
the public health nurse.

They both agree that many
children sent to tralning schools
could be avoided If the preventive
and treatment programs were
available in the north. There Is no
psychiatrist in North Halton te

{Continued on Pags 2}

Ban snowmobiles from streets

Except for purposes of coming
and going, motorized snow
vehicles will be banned from
Acton streets, effective 12,01 a.m.
Sunday, February 6.

All vehicles must be equipped
wilh a fluorescent safety antenna
of not less than five feet in height
from ground level and egress and
ngress must be carried out at
reduced speed and noise levels.

Acton Council made the
amendments Lo their anowmobile
by-law last night (Tuesday),
after being swamped with-com-
plelnts aboutl operators abusing
privileges in town.

Park open

Snowmobiles will still be
allowed to operate in Prospect
Park between the hours of 7 a.m.

Seven dogs

Residents of the Sixth Line
above 7 Highway are concerned
about family pets and watchdogs
since five dogs have died of

poison in the past week,

North Halton O.P.P. are
investigating a trail of stricken
dogs which has led almast all the
way from 7 Highway to the Town
tine. Two dogs have recovered
from effects of the peolson,

W believed o be strychnine, Police

are trying to track down the
source of the poison. They have

and 11 p.m, on weckdays and 9
am. and il p.n. on Sundays
providing snow conditions are
suitable, Suitability of condilions
will be left to the discretion of the
arena mansger.

In Sir Denald Moann Park in
Glenlea, snowmebiles will also be
banned. That action was taken
last week by Acten Parks and
Recreation Committee to protect
tobogganers who use the hills
there frequently.

Councillor Peter Marks, one of
two town fathers, who also sit on
parks board, said last night
(Tuesday) the board felt its
regulations would carry more
weight if mr:urporated in the town
by-law,

Council decided to discuss the
parks beard request in com-

poisoned on

been assisted by residents one of
whom found hamburger with
seeds in it. The meal has been
sent away to be analyzed.

Mrs, Shirley Moore, who lives
glong the Sixth Line, told the
Free Press their pet was taken Il
and had recovered. But she is
afraid that the same person or
persons who planted the poison
may try in some olher neigh-
borhood.

Dr. F.G. Oakes and Dr. B.C,

Buckrell are treating the animals

£

mittee and make further amend-

ments to the town by-law later, if

required.

Marks also asked council io
consider giving appropriate
advertising to thé fact snow-
mobiles will be allowed to
operale in Prospect Park within
certain hours.

He called the ban from streets
a drastic move, although he
admitted he himself endorsed it,
because he felt the streets
definitely were being abused.

“Are you 3serious in this
welcome to Prospect Park?"
Heeve Frank QOakes asked, “Last
vear you were worried about the
effects it could have on the grass
wunderneath."”

Marks emphasized the arcna

Sixth Line

and residents attribute their
efforts for saving pets that
recovered from the poison’s

effects.
Constable Hudd of the Nocth

munager will have the authority
o prohibit anowmohiling in the
park, anytime he feels there Is
not a proper amount of snow.

Meetiag held
Council's actlon last night
| Tuesday ) followed a committee
meeting last week by repre-
sentatives of the Acton Snow-

mobile Club Alan Holmes and
John Mikler,

At another meeting held in the
M. Z. Bennett School Thursdsy,
club members wenl over mnow
vehicle regulations with Acton
O.P.P. Constable Pag! Brown.

Many members f[eel they're
being victimized by thoughtless
strangers.

TICKLE BOX’

by Ted Trogdon J

Halton O.P.P. investigated the

incidents.

[L.ast autumn,
resident Peter Bowman reported
his dog had been poisoned and
almaost died. Now he says they
must keep the dog tn, a sorry {ate
for animals which have much
open space in which to run.

Sixth Line
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“T's recycled lurhﬂ'.
Watch Free Press pages for Tickle Box




