Let's light large candles for our 100th birthday

If only someone hod mentioned it they mistakenly were a
whole year ahead and the town could have planned a hetter
and more fitting celebration. .. .or could it be possible they
would have Llhought—why hother? there's an entire year
ihend.

Iut that's history and it does not bear repeating,

Out of the Jubllee and its weekend of celebration, which
many readers surely recollect, eame a permanent memorial
recording the event. It stands todny—the gateway to the park,
which was named Jubtlee Park from that yvear, The two stane
pillars stand as o reminder of the 50th year of the town but not
even o plague proclalming their origin, What will be here o
reminds us of our 100th year?

the citivens and through the pages of the Free Press they
asked, sugpested, pleaded and threatened the town fathers to
do something. Anything. Just don't let such an oceasion silp by
unnoticesdl.

In June of the vear o meeting was called and the citizens
who attended broke up and went home, It appears the councll
did not bother o attend.

Two weeks later they issucd a statement that the
celebrations were cancelled,

Well you know, you just can't eancel a birthday. 1t's there
whether you like 1L or nol. And many Acton citizens liked it.
With pressure bearing on the town fathers another effort was
made nnd in the September the town celebirated its Jubilee.

The yeatr was THEL

be with us. One hundredth birthdays just don't happen every

day and they should be marked with appropriate pomp and
coremony.

There are hundreds of ways to celebrate a 100th
anniversary, The most iimpurmnt thing—it should be shared

Wi ne of the citizens,
hhlrﬂl'.;:‘ilr;gn{: should be set aside for a year of celebration, It will
not be just another year. It will be Acton’s Centlennial Year.

Already the years have gone by and planning for such an
event 18 delayed. No project or program is of fleinlly
formulated.

Looking over the history of the town it Is interestng to
review the events surrounding the S0th annlversary. The
Jubilee, as it was known, became a point of interest hy some of

By Jack Carpenter

The clerk of the Township serlbed In longhand the minutes
of the meeting. Ttread. .. . that as the community had reached
the required populatlon figure necessary, as and from the date
sot forth the community will become a village.

The year was 1873, The by-law passed by Esquesing
township paved the way for an election of a reeve and council
who would assume office and govern the affairs of the village
of Acton commencing on the First Day of January 1874.

Reeve Storey was the man in question and the community
is now the Town of Acton. It will be 100 years since that

auspiclous occasion in two shortl years. The communlty has
survived for a century and those tworemaining years will pass

quickly. Before you know it a most important anniversary will
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BUSINESS AS USUAL by gas lamp was
transacted at Acton post office Wednesday
morning-when power was cul off for almost

Acton Custonis Officer Murray
Huarrison uncovered a large
cache of drugs identified as
Moroccan "Reef” from a parcel
at Acton post oifice this week, It
is believed the packages have a
street value of $5-$10,000,

The druy 1s a type of marijuana
rrovmn in Morocco.

Customns officials were notified
and they in tum have notified the
Roval Canadian Mounted Police,
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lamp, keeps

Mr. tHarrison was making a
routine inspection of parcels for
illegal meat when he discovered
6'4 pounds of green plant.like
material, compressed into 10
cellophane wrapped packages.

Hidden in biankets
The packages were hidden
inside two blankets. They were
revealed when Mr., Harrison

.shoved his hand down into the

large parcel. He czlled Acton

e lBheget 2

two hours. Postmaster Gordon McKcown,
shown here in the ethered glow cast by the old

it for emergencies.—(Staff

police oh the suspicion it was
hashish but this was ruled out.

Another expert identified the
packages ns Morpoccan “Keef”,

It is the first tine drugs have
been discovered at the customs
office in Acton although an
earlier discovery of suspicious
looking material {urned out to be
ncense,

Parcels from foreign countries
are idll searched for meat, which
contravenes the Food Act.

Urge parents discuss
thefts with children

As the resull of an investigation
into three break and enters,
reported eartier in the mwonth,
Acton police officers have
charged a local youth, Other
occurrences involving minor
thefts by local wvouths are
presently under investigation and
charges are pending.

The police urge parents to take

the tume to talk with their
children if they suspect that they
might vield to temptation. Many

children do no! understand the
scriousness of taking something
that docs not belong to them.
Often, parents can prevent

embarrassing situations
involving their chlildren and

police by taking the time to

Power failure today

Power (oilure Wednesday
moming  for two hours was
attributed to a break at Guelph.
The town switched over to a
different source of power to
return light and power to dark
an%eﬁ ﬂmﬂﬁﬁ rmur:tc»ril::.;h'r

e omino
twice before power went off

completely at 920 a.m.
Operations at the Free Press
stopped completely for two hours
so today’s paper is late.

The ice stormn of Wednesday
moming indicated a slight drop
in temperatures
preceding week, which had been
spring-like and foggy.

from the

explain to their children what
could happen if they are caught
stealing.

‘No police officer enjoys solving
a8 crime which results in a
juvenile having to be charged
with committing an offence.
Unless corrected ot an early age,
habits remain with an individual
throughout their lives,

In provincial court during the
week, a tota] of $450 worth of fines
were levied [or various offences.
A local man lost his privilege to
drive for 30 days after being
convicted of ‘Careless Driving'.

There were no reportable
mwtor vehicle collisions during
the reporting week.

Light theflts

A number of complaints have
been received at the police office

{(Continued on Page 1)

Final day O.M.B. hearing

Hockwood ralepnyers can
relnx now for at least o month.
Ontario Mnlelpal Bonrd offlcials
sald it will be ot lenst that long
hefore they come up with 4
decigion on the contenlion® sewer;
water proposals for the village.

t-"uml seasion of the three day
O.M.B. hearing took place
Tuesduy in the town hall when
more evidence was heard and
solicitors summed up thelr case
fur the preshllng offlcinls B, E.
Sith andd 1. K. Roberts.

The O.M.B. officials reserved o
decision until they had time to
scrutinize all  the evidence
presented in the [first two
sessions ~-October 26 amd 27 nnd

fur three hours Tuesday.

Spectntors

Pacticipants and speetators for
the Finnl doy of the bheoaring
kdledd after the hearing ended
to discuss which way thedeclsion
wouldd ;2o pro or antd sewers and
water. Some thowerht the .MU,
might epdorze waler and Tl
atil sewers. (Hhers Hpured both
wollld  be turned  down;  still
others opined that both projects
waonld e emdorsed snd dipging
world start in the spriog:.

Hetty lou Ulnrk, of RR. §,
Hockword, testified the County
Henlth Unit hat o lot to answer
for over the state of septie tanks
in e villapge and slso took fssue
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with  the  Ontario  Water
Hesources Commlsslon. Hothey
e penuinely concerned about
the problem they would have set
up 4 seheme where by rosidents
vontld  borrow  money  at low
interest and repny ensily. She
stepested many of the problems
were doe o the reluctonce to fix
up seplic tanks in the event of o
sewnpe instatlation,

Gordon Hutt, 170 Christle St.,
lovkwood, held o flve point
argmnent direeted ot the cost of
Lhe projects, which he said wonld
muke Jiving mighty expensive for
pensioners, In many coses he
sabd the additional cost would be
twore than taxey, He also chnrged

Two break-ins Tuesday

Two break-ins were reported
this morning { Wednesday} to
Acton police. Dills Stotlonery
store and Mnockenzle Lumber
found entry had been gained
during the night but apparently
nothing wistakenCons. Farion is
continuing investigation, taking
time out :furing the power [allure
to direct traffic nt the Mill-Main
COrner, -

At Mockenzie Lumber a side
door lock had been sprung. At
Lills Stationery a window had
been forced open and o lock

smashed to gain entry to the back
of Simpsons-Seurs,

Twice target

Nielsen's store was the target
twice this week, as police
investigated complaints  of
shoplifting and ottempted break
and entry there. Clothing valued
al $30 was taken and reported to
police Dee, 7, This incident is still
under investigation.

On Dec. 10 the attempt to break
in by a back daeor, using
something like a wrench, was

~ found and reported to police. The

attempt was not successful,

An Acton mun was charged
Dec, 18 with malicious damage,
following investigation of a

Will build
ice rinks

Acton Parks and Recreation’s
program commiftee is looking
into the possibility of construc-
ling one or two outdoor ice rinks
n lown.

Members haven't decided on
locations of the rinks vet, but
there's a gaod possibility one will
be situated on the softball
diamond in Prospect Park.
There, skaters will be able to take
advantage of the lighting to skate
after dark.

Dnscussion about outdoor rinks
has gone on at parks meetings
almost every year, but this is the
first year action has been {aken.

“I'll make sure I have {ive or
six parents to clear the snow off
the one at our end of town,”
committee member Barry Inscoe
promised Thursday night.

Stealing

The Christmas spirit was
dampened in several Acton
homes this week with the loss of
Christmas lights and
decorations. Police were
informed of several cases.

On Lake Ave., homeowners not
only found their cutdoor lighting
buibs stolen and smashed, but the
wires cut os well.

broken window on Mill St.
Bad cholee
Another local man was charged
e, 10 with wilful damape; be'd

tried to kick in the door of the
police offjce,

Two incidents ol thelt from
parked unlocked cars were
reported to police Dee. 12, An
Acton man lost n cassglle tape
recorder and tape and an Frln
woImin a purse and tape.

Mail delivery
300 homes away

With new subdivisions on the
irawing boards, and Acton Just
400 ealls short of house-to-house
mail delivery, the post office
department is keeping 'a close
eye’ on the postal situation here,

Member of Parliament Rud
Whiling wrole this week to Mayor
Les Duby reporting an the results
of his investigation.

‘The town, he reports, has 1,668
muil drops now, as determined
by post office field personnel,

Two thouwsand ore needed to
qualify for home delivery.

The letter reported that in view
of the expected 300 pew homes
herein the near future a cloge cye
will be kept on the situation.
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properly owners on large lota
wottld be required o pay more
tham those an single lots where
the polhition is occurrlng,

L}

‘The Bl problem ns he spw It
wird to ensure Rockwood had n
sufe wiler supply. Il the water
wiis cleared up he fell septic
tanks could be denlt with
individuatly, He dlsputed the
contention residents would use
more witer i there was o
municipnl  supply,  noting
residents had no  scarcity of
wiler now.

He concluded thot the pew
services wottld inevitably lead to
i influx  of developers and

Shaken up
bad crash

Twn Acton men ond anocther
from Cnlgary received only
miner injuries in & two car
collision on Highway 7, just wost
of Crewsons Corners, Friday
night,

Businessinan Roy Goodwin of
122 Mill 8¢. &£., suffered brulses to
hia right knee and ankle and a
shaking up in the crash while
Harvey Bastien, 48 Main S5t.,
received a bruised right knee. He
was riding in a car driven by
David P, Bastlen of Calgary, who
waa shaken up,

Damage tothe Goodwin vehicle
which came to rest beside &
hydro pole on the south aide of the
highway, was estimated at $1,200
while the Bastien car received
$300 in damages, North Halton
{3.P.P. said. The Bastlen car was
sideways on the north side of the
rond.
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promoters who  would  spoil
Hockwootl, '

Reslrlet growth

Case Sehualter, 220 Maln St. N,
appuenring for the second time ot
the hearing, ]mintud to the
‘Freasury Bonrd Heport on the
Grand River watershed which
suggests all communities in the
river basin shoulid continue with
present systems and
munlcipalitics on the Speed and
Eramosa llvers should restrict
growth to the preatest degree. He
saw this ns n confirmation of
efforts to defeat the sewer and
wuter proposals.

Mr. Schuller alse described an
experiment with his own water
supply which he had documented,
He purchased a filtering unit for
his water and all the evidence
pointed to a complete purification
of his polluted well, He pald he
wis worklng on b unit which
would require only yearly
mnintenonce but the prototype
would not be ready for another
month, too late for the hearing.

Mary Rogers and R, Sch-
wartzenburg of Eden Mills both
upoke ngainst the projects
testifying the sewage installatlon
would pollute the Framosa Rlver
and the pond at Eden Mills.

Raymond Law of Jackson St.,
Hockwood, testified he was
supporting the applications and
suggested too much emphasis
wns being put on cost belore
tenders were out and bids sub-
mitted. **I nced the system”, he
sald. '

After several minutes of
dickering over the valldity of
costs from the design report,
Murray Wilson of the O.W.R.C.
testified the cost involved In by-
passing the conservation &rea
waa $29,200 exclusive of
erigincering and contingencles
which would amount to 15 per
cent for a total cost of slightly
over $34,000,

Cross-examined

‘The solicitor for the Rockwood
and Arca  Ratepayers’
Association, Gordon Miller cross-
examined Mr. Wilson on the
duplication of service and the by-
pass and later Harry Jonea of
Woodstock Engineering, who
designed the proposed Rockwood -
system. Mr, Miller's questioning
glleged the system could have
been designed to eliminate

ing stations and depend on
gravity flow but Mr. Jones
testified the extra expense for a
forced system was balanced by
the extra depth pipes would have
to go on a gravity flow. He said no
comparative costs were made on
the two methods.

Professor Peter Chisholm also
testified again on the importance
of the Grand River watershed
report and  the fact
implementation had started on it
with the Guelph reservoir.

Contclusion of the three hour
session was taken up by the two
solicitors, Gerry Matthews
representing the village trustees
and Gordon Miller the ratepayera
association. They reviewed the
evidence with Mr. Matthews

(i

asking the O.M.B, to endorse the
application while Mr. Miller
suggested they turn it down.

Mr. Matthews suggested most
opposed to the lects were
from gutside the e and there
was a real need for the system
while Mr. Miller said 80 per cent
of the 235 pald-up members of the
ratepayers association opm
to the projects were from -
wood. He suggested installation
of sewers and water could turm
imMo a Frankensietn monster

which could turn back om the
village. '




