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he'd never amount to anything, —(Staff photo).
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FRUSTRATED for years by an unknown reading disability,
Dan Almond is now a student at the University of Toronte's
College of Education, even though he was told in high school

Dan Almond wages war on dyslexia

By Denlxs Gibbons

When Dan Abmoend was (wo
years old, he was three feot, two
inches tall, had a better than
average vocabulary and greal
curiosity. Starting scheol in
England it the age o1 four, there
was no evidence of a problem, but
his impaticnee towards gaining
knowledge through the written
ward was Deginping to bhecome
ppparent.

During grade two, nfter he had
moved to Canada, it beconw
increasingly ovideat to Dan's
parents Mr. and Mrs. Leonird
Mmomd, that although their son
had  an  excellent memory  he
vould pot read.

In grade four, officials ot the
school he attended in Torento
became convinced Dan was
retarded and recommended he
nttend a speeial class for children
with learning disabilities.

Transfer to the cluss wis the
start of years of frustration for
Dan, which included an
inspectar's veto of his parents’
request to have himn thught fo
read by a thorough drilling in the
F-nglish ianguage and wori-
sounding, it culminated in his
being sent home {rom high school
at the age of 16 with a note saylng

b shoudd not cetarn, sinee he was

doing the school ne good—and

schoul was doing hith no- goml!
Teaching student

Today at the age of 25, Dan
Almond has hig interprovinelsl
auto mechimie’s license amd s
now studying at the University of
Toranln's College of ducation to
Becomuer a tencher.

What transpired between the
day he left Gride IX al Aclon
istrict High School amd the day
he entersd the College of
Faducation is :an inspiring story of
how i pereeptanlly -
handicapped person can imprave
himsae .

Dan first took a cvurse in nuto
mechanies at the Provinelal
Institute  of Trades  and
eventually obtained his
mterprovincial type A" auto
mechinies license. However, he
still revopnized the need for
improving hs  education  npd
after  vonferring  with  Falher
Dovle, who was in charge of
dudent offairs at  Centenninl
College, he went o see the school
murse, The nurse in tum referred
Dan to the Clorke Institute of
Psychiatry in Toronto.

After undergoing cight hoursof -

tests ot the nstitute, Dan waos

told he suffered from dyslexia, an
uillment  enused by lack of
function between the nuditory
herve and maotor action of the
brain. It restricts victims to o
reading speed only one-third that
of o normal person.

Ahove averpge
Accurding {o o report, 1ssued
by o doctor at the institute, Dan

scored above avernge ino sub-
tosty, which are least influenced
by wvisunl memary and  visual
sequencing,

“It I8 apparent that he s of
above avernge intellectunl
potentinl,” the report stated.

‘1he report went on to say Dan
read it o Grade 10 level, but waa
able to spell only ot o Grade 4
level. His arithmetleal
performince was equivalent lo &
Grade 7 level. It elted lack of
specific avademie experience hs
one reason for lowering  the
expected score in scademic
nehievement.

Continuous  drilling
arens  was  reconunended
Dan, to cnable  him

in weak
fur
to

compensute further for hia
defteit,

Helieved that his perceptun)

hHT'IdI.UIITj had at last been
i

defined, Don became even mure
determined to realize his [ull
intelectunl potentind and to do his
st to erudicate the myth that
perceptually  handicapped
persons are retarded.
Realized potential

1 alwiays renlized my potential
was  foar  grenter than my
geademnic standlng showed,” he
expluined. “Dyslexia can be so

frustroting, becnuse you renllze
you're not stupid.”

Unly within the last 15 years
has dyslexin been recognized a9 a
perceptual Iulmllt.‘llr. rree-
tional studies bave been prac-
Lised for only the ost {lve.

Futlinates of the incidence of
dyslexto vary, but o conservative
estimate s thot perhaps five to 10
per cent of the school population
hus severe enough problems to
reguire  speclol educational
voncern and provislons,

Il dystexin cun be discovered in
children ut & young age, remedlal

pyentunily ke to corn my
Master's degree,” bt snys
bopefully,

Further proof  of Dan's
wnforiunate  reoding  disnbillty
nondicap can be found in his
stunding at the college sincu
September,

e received twvo A's for my

help enn be prescribed, but for
Dan at age 26, the only real
remedy ls perslstence and long
hours of work.

"1t does help to have o wide
rimge of interesta,” he sald "1
have to learn o lot  from
experience, [ can't afford to be
nurrow minded.”

Sets example

Hy obtuining his tesching
certificate from U of T's College
of ISducation, Dan hopes not ﬂniv
to secire o job he enjoys but alse
to set wn example for others
ufflicted with dyslexin,

"1 was lold in high school I'd
never amount to unything, I'd
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Onlyone reply g
Day Care ad

The advertisement In the Free
Press about a Day Care building
program produced only onc
reply, reported its instigator
councillor  Peter Marks.
Surprised and disappointed he
snys he will continue to seek
information on the subject,

When he had ingquired of public
henith nurses, mothers and
others he had had nothing but

Dragway hearing

Ontarip Municipal Board has
st Tuesday, February 15 as the
dnte for the hearing on Esquesing
townships agricultural holding
bv-lnw 269 ps amended, as it
applics  te the Toronto
International Dragway land., cast
of Acton.

Solicitors for the dragway
complamed they received ho
notice of the otviginal OMB
bearng on the by-law, held
February 11 and as a result were
irantd another hearing.

encouragement. Apparently anll
pgreed on the need for a day care
centre in Acton.

However, when i came to
responding to the nd, the voices
were unheard,

(z00d gronts
Mr. Marks says very good
&rants are now available far day

care conires.
The matter had first been

At a second hearing, held June
21, OMB wvice-chairman D,
Jamieson and H. H. Lancaster
ruled that the by-law merited
careful consideration and called
an  adjpouwrnment until proper
evidence could be shown before
the board. He said the
municipality must show why the
by-law should apply to the
dragway.

AMeanwhile, the OMB approved
the by-law, bul reserved its
decision as it apphed to Iand on,

Domed stadium
for works yard

The {ormatwon of a citizens’
centennial committee was noted
by counci Tuesday. Mavor Duby
and councillor Coats, who'd been
slateg to line somethung up for
council, expressed satisfaction
that planning had started.

These ciuzens have more time
than we have, said the mayvor,
Perhaps thev'll be comung to
counctl _

We're gong o have a domed
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THE MASON CO. PLANT which closed this
vear when the company ran imto financisl
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stadium for Acton’ he reported.
11"l be i the works vard to cover
the sand and salt.

It's also possible & citizens’
cormrnitter wiil be formed to
investipate blasting. A
committee might make
recommendations to council.

Councillor Marks pointed out
public opiruon has been raised on
hlasting and pecople would like to
see something done about the
prablem,
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probed by the then—active
cormumunily services orgamzation
in town several years ago. When
instigators Mrs, Ritchie Mec-
Murray and Mrs. Dwight Engel
left town, the organization quietly
folded. Mr Mnarks hod been
hearing echoes of the need
determined at that time.

He will be making Turther
investigations before reporting

Feb. 15

which -the dragway is situated.

Council recently applied to the
OMB 1o have the by-law kept in
force past its present expiry date,
March 31, 1972, The by-law was to
lust ‘only until the township's
official plan was approved.

‘However, disagreement betw'een

counci! and planning board has
delaved approval of the official
plan,

Rud lunches
with Pierre

Halton Member of Parliament
Rud L. Whiting lunched with
Prime Munister Pierre Elliott
Trudeau earlier this week to dis-
cuss matters of both national and
local concern.

The luncheon was held at the
Prime Minister’s residence at 24
Sussex Drive.  Whiting was
recently  appointed  vice-
charrman of Parliament’s public
accounts conumnittee.

“We had a frank and open dis-
cussion”™, Whitng saxd. “The
agenda was set by those of us at
the luncheon and we covered a
brvad range of topics.”
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ROBERT LITTLE students presented a cheque for $869.79  ‘Top walkers werel. tor,, Sherry Trotter, Heather Reed, Rick
last week 1o Acton UNICEF Committee chairlady Mrs. Bill Van Fleet, John Watson, Cindy Arnold (seated) and Kelly
Wilson. Students raised the money during a recent walkathon.  Payne. —(Staff Photo)

Council decica

faquor lounges 1n Acton?

The voters will decide.

Al the next town election in
Dvecernber 1972, voters will be
asked of they favor the sale of
Liguor hery on licenced premuses.

The liquor vote, discussed
before by council, passed
unzrumeusiy Tuesday on moton

Heller Co. purchases

of councillors Bill Coats and
~ormnan Elliott,

The two gquestions cn the ballot
will be:

1. Are youun favor of the sale of
lguor under a diung lunge
heense for consumption  with
meals on licensed premuses?

2 Arevouln favor of the sale of

liquer under a lounge license for
consumption on  licensed
premises’
Committee level

When the gquesijons were
formulated by the ad-
ministration committee of
council at its meeting hov. 30,
there were three of them,

3 Mason Knit plant
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difficulties has been soid 10 the Frank Heller
Co. which will begin operatons there

(¥ficals of Frank Heller and
Lo Lid | leather manciachirers,
have completed arrangements
for tranger of thew facil:ilies Lo
the Mason Knutie Building on
Guelph .

Workers began moving ilems
Mondav from the present
locatwon 11 the rear of the Dlls
Publstung buildding on Willow 50

Company presaident Ron Heller
sand Last mght the plant sl st
down operatiwns 2 s present
ste December 17 so that beavy
mactmery can be moved and
manufacturng resumed at the
pew jocalix 1 the new Vear.

The compary operated by Ran
Heller and Fred Dawians faishes

Father killed, girls hurt
as car, dump truck collide

One man was killed and two
others mpred n 3 two vebicle
accwdent at the juncuon of 17
Sidersad and the 10th Line
Esquesing on Monday at 3.5
2.1

Decea-ed is Jionie Westendarp
& RR. 2 Erm. Milton OPP,
rencrt Mr. Westendorp died at
the scene.

Accordmg to OP.P. officals,
W was driving his car
eachomd ao the 17 Sderoad.
There was a corve mthe road and

as Westendarp rounded it, his car
and 2 dump truck dnven by
Willitam Bell of Kleinburg
cullided. sending the car hall way
irio the ditch.
Girlshurt

A of the deccased
Abbie, 15, received massive bead
mjuries and was taken to
Torontoe's Sick Children’s
Hospital. Aancther daughter
Januna, 16, soffered head
wjuries and was takes to

Geargetown Memonal Hospital.

Omitted in council’s resolution
was the one which referred to the
sale uf beer and wine only, under
a dinng room license.

Council felt “"Liguor' also
covered beer and wine.

Before the vote, deputyreeve
McKenzie asked if the ad-
ministration committee had
explored the wisdom of holding
the liquor vode Ln conjunction
with the regular election? In
Georgetown it was separate.

Councillor Coats said they
thought it wouwld be better then,

Separste stall

Clerk-admin:strator Joe Hurst
rerrunded councyd there would
have to be separate staff for the
liquor franchuse. Only the cost of
booths is saved by having the two
votes together.

The voters’ lists are also dif-
ferert. For the hguor ssue, a
voter must be of legal age and a
town resident for at least a year.

Saiud Mr. McKenzie: Last year
we sayl we'd do i i soeneone
{ooted the tall! Why the change?

Mr. Coats: The feeling was if
we coiid find someone fine!
There's a feeling this time Acton
will benefnt. In conjunction with a
regular election it's not a greal
EXpeETISe .

Councilior Masules: A year ago
we didn't ward to push. I'm in
{avor of the people voung.

i3 there any revenue to the
toan® aszked Coundllor Greer.

Excellent facilities are
requered, replied Mr. Coates and
the revenue would be from
increased acsesomery.

praciice  teaching, yelt my
neademie marks have only
ronged In the 6042 ores,'” he
explained.

Although o victtm of dyslexda,
Dun hiss never had any Lrouble
with co-ordination or depth
perception. A sculpture he
crealed while at Centennlal
College wins pood cnough to
appedr on display for a year in
the school's lounge,

In an effort to provoke Interest
amony parents, who muy hoave
perceptustly  hundicapped
children, Donny has been moking
1 serigus of public uppesrances.
He was interviewed on the Elaine
Cole Show on CKCO--TV
Kilchener lust week and hopes to
e uble to further spread his
messuge by means of un
appearance on the Pierre Berton
shaw. ;

Dan now lives in Toronto but
his parents reside at 146
Longlicld load In Acton, giving
their sen moral support (o a
Ixittle he has woged all his life.

Police
lay theft

charge

A Lyearold Acton boy has
been charged with beeak, enter
and theft following investigation
at Hinton's, Symon's and Moss
Hardware during the past iwo
weeks. The boy will appear in
juvemile court,

Another 13-yearold admitted
to police tuking poxls from
Canadian Tire,

Also this  week  police
interviewed two 12-year-old girls
in connection with shoplifting.

Monday, Eatons reportecd 1o
police an attempt to cut the 4?125.1
on the lower half of thelr front
door,

Extend
Christmas

lighting

Acton's Christinas street
lighting will be extended,
following council’'s donation
Tuesday of $300 to the Charnber
of Commerce for seasonal
tecoralions,

“How will the tnuney be used?"”
asked councillor Chapenan.

Councillor Coats explained
replacing bulbs in present
decorations alone costs §150. He
thought not all the $300 would
show up 1t Lights this year. More
hghts will hkely be ordered for
Christmas 1972,

Mayor Duby referred to the
ggantic tree at the town office,
mly exdension to the wwwnm'a
extenor decorating scheme this
yrar.

Single accident

Saturday noon

Oy acqadent o town during
the wesk wocurved at noon hour
Saturday a1 Mam N, and Hiver
S=. Drnivers of the twy cars
involved were Harry Walker,
Orton, with $100 ¢ Lo the
rear end of his car, Francis
Mosley, Tyler Ave., Acton, with
$200 damuge o the frant of his
Car.

Fines levied

Fines were levied 1n cowrt i
Mitton Mooday in several Actan
cases inciudng $50 (or carcless
dn - 190 {or misctie?: 40 for

tmng and §90 {or causing &
dgturbance.




