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Author of spy thriller
enjoys living here

Author Jim Henderson looked for a
country retreat for two years before he and
his wile found & sultable home and land on,
the borders of Acton.

Now that they have lived here for over a.
year they found first impressions of the town
and district were close to the mark.

“The people are charming, honest an
direct”, says Henderson. “It is a working
man's town-—people don’t put on airs,
pretending to be something they are not,'" he
declares with authority based on ob-
servations.

| Novel writer

Jim Henderson Is the author of the fast
moving apy thriller “Copperhead” which
Canadian publishers were hesitant to print
because it uses Canadian place names and
scenaric for the glut. They wanted
Henderson to change Toronto and Montreal
to more exotlc names llke Parls or Buda
and then, they might be Interested in
publishing the book.

But the author refused to bend to their
wishes and declded instead to send his
manusecript to New York, starting with the
higgest, Alfred A. Knopf Inc. He intended to
go on down the line until it was accepted. To
his surprise, Knopf snapped it up. They sent
a telegram asking him to come to New
York.

They liked the book but wanted the 125,000
words chopped down to 85,000. That meant
cutting out description and character but
Jun Henderson dld it. The book Wwas

blished and distributed ln Canada by

dom House, a subsidiary of Knopf; in
England by Collins.

Sale of the book, which reviewers

nerally agree is first of its kind with a

dian sctting, have been good, It is now
tn its second printlng in the Unlted States —
10,000 hard cover books, Dickering 1s also
golng on for foreign language rights.

Briefly, the tale centres around David
Sohns, a Canadian intclligence agent, and
his efforts to crack a ring of enemy agents,
carrying in their bodles a deadly plague
which they can release at any time as part of
a co-ordlnated biologlcal attack. Inter-
national intrigue centes in Montreal and
Toronto, out West and in the Barbados,
explodes in a sequence of suspense, blood,

and Bex.
Eu&ne reviewer sald the mixture is so lvely
and contemporary he wonders if the Halton
County Board of Education which employs
Henderson would allow the book into school
libcaries,

This writer talked with Henderson at his
Acton home, which sits almost hidden by
evergreens, and birches on a hillside above
the Black Creek, which flows strongly but
serenely through the Dolly Varden valley,

How do you go about writing a book?

Did you have the plot all worked out?

“It came out of my subconsclous,' Jim
Henderson answered matter-of-factly, He
had always wanted to write a novel with a
Canadian scenario, dealing with chemical
or biological warfare. Encouraged by his
wife, who hails from Northern arlo, he
finally sat down &t the typewriter and
began, It developed as he wrote.

Much research

Henderson admits that he had to do a |

great deal of research on chemical and
biologleal warefare to keep the plot
authentic, and neotes with relish that the
facts about that type of warfare included in
the book are true.

8.1 d a shudder. Anyone who has
read the book would know why.

Research on the book also Included
SO0 around In classified areas where
Henderson admits he really had no right to
be. In a crack at Canadian security arvange-
ments he said it was possible to walk Into the
classified arens he describes in the book and
wander around indlscriminately.

Henderson was born In Iran, raised in

land, and went to school in Wales. "I'm
Welsh by temperament and inclination,” he
told this reporter which may account for the
fact he picked out the Dolly Varden valley

THE HENDERSON HOME

for his home, which from certain vistas
resembles parts of Wales.

Disenchanted with opportunities in the
United Kingdom he emigrated to Canada,
his first post a teaching job In Nanaimo,
British Columbia.

“I'm not sorry for my half-year there,”
he says but from there he went to the
mrovincial metropolia, Vancouver, '‘where
the action is"'. There he was hired as a radio
producer by the CBC, a job which started in

a hotel beer parlor and terminsted two .

years later by “mutual agreement”,
During his tenure there he wrote radio
and TV scripts and
experience which influenced - the
Department of Education to ask him to
assist them when the groundwork for
educational television after he came to
Ontario—and Burlington. He taught school
) Burlington for a year and then moved to
Oakville where he took his present job co-
ordinating languege arts for the Halton

County Board of Education,

produced shows,

[ was offered a good job with O.E.CA.—
the TV branch of the Depariment of
Education,” Henderson says, but the
niggling desire to write a book was
paramount and he knew the TV job would
allow him little spare time to Indulge his
whimsy.

His first novel had to be a thriller—and
Canadlan, he says. It took about two years to
write, mostly on evenings and weekends,
but & major part was written last summer
;ﬂ}}endhe spenl six weeks on a Caribbean
sland.

Competitive fleld
Thrillers are the most competitive field of
fiction wrlting, Henderscen declares,
although he notes there is some bad fiction
in the field which is doing a “bit of
disservice'',
Writers he admires?

len Deighton who wrote The Ipcress
File, “‘the most brilliant work In my fleld":
Ross MacDonald, a Canadian now living In
California who turned down  $50,000 from
Paramount Pictures for rights unseen {o his
next bock. MacDonald's real name is Ken
Miller and he has in-laws in Kitchener,
Ontario, whom he visits perledically. Jim
Henderson met him there last year. Miller's
another Canadinn whose thrillers (with
Canadian scenarios) were turned down by
publishers in Canada. He's now the top
writer of thrillers in the States, Henderson
declares,

The book Henderson most admires and
would like to emulate is John LeCarre's
"“The Spy Whe Came in From the Cold." The
Acton-based author has another thriller in
the works now which he expects word back
from New York on soon. i

Why onother thriller? Henderson i3 not
taciturn. “"Why not?" he says, "Thrillers
are as good as any. MacBeth is a thriller.”

Henderson admits that in order to write a
novel one has to be & *'bit strange". It is the
loneliest job I can think of,” he offers with
no apologies,

He does his novel writing on & hillside
cabin set in trees behind his house. There's
no phone or other distractions — Just heat
and light, and a window looking out into the
bush.

Henderson, a self-confessed introvert,
admits he sormetimes finds the diseipline of
writing novels "hard”. He has to drag
himself out to the cabin sometimes, and he
admits it is discouraging to come back to the
house with few results when the muse
deserts him,

Unlversal tastes
But it is obvious this academlic, who has o

lively interest in his surroundings, peaple,

ecology, writing, philosophy, art and theatre
h.la:aI gﬂuﬂliﬂ tastes which don't fit into any
mold.,

Although exposed to the sophistication of
New York, he blandly assets if the choice
between attending a cocktall party on
Madison Avenue or having a beer at the
Station Hotel in Acton or the Charles Hotel
in Milton ever appeared, he would take the
beer any time,

On the other side of the coin, he thinks

nothing of flying to the Caribbean or
attending a theatre or art show in New York.
He has a lively appreciation of art.
. Through his work he is well acquainted
with Principal Dave Katz and teacher Ken
Ellis at Acton district high school, “Acton is
lucky to have them,” he says, noting 'l
would give my eye teeth’ to each at the
Acton school,

No exceptions on studded tire ban

The Highway Traffic Act does

their further use, which

was o $100.

The increasing use of studs was

© sessions  of

Thebook I wrote hadtoben

thriller—And Canadian.

Schoot standards? Some people feel
ing but Jim Henderson
says this is the most demanding period of
time in education. People in Haolton are
more literate than ever before and they
expect more from teachers, parents and

standards are dropp

students.

He rates the Acton high school very high,
but at the same thne is cognizant of the

Canadlan security mensures are
slipehod.

condition of the

J. Morison observer
at United Nations

John 8, Morison, MP for
Halton-Wentworth, will  be
nttending the scssion ot the
United Nations (rom November
14 to 20 as a parliamentary ob-
server. For a number of years {t
has been the practice of the
Cunadian government to appoint
representatives from the vorious
national political partles as
parliamentary observers (o
the General
Assembly,

Mr. Morrison said he believes
that hs an individual becomes
more aware of the potentinlity
and limitaticns of the United
Nations system, so his ability to
identify and evaluate possible
courses of action for the
resolution  of  international
problems  is enhanced, Also,
while most parllamentarians are
familar with the problems under

discuasion in the UN, experience
as an observer may contribute to
ao deeper understanding of
specific issues troubling the
world community, and the way
these issues can effect Canada.

r
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LOANS

74 Hour Appravals

Law <cos) 2nd and third
morlgages. Arranged in Yhe
convenience of your home,
You can call to 10 p.m. today
for helptul courteous servico,
Frompt Investmenl Corp.
Lict., 330 Bay St. Toronto. Call
coilect. 364 9586, evenings 211
B146.

i

limitations o snall school presents. “You

can sense it when you visit schoels™ when

there is 8 good ropport.
Part of triangle

Henderson'a Interest in ecology has also

made him n part of a triangle concerning the

Black Creek. The other

ints in the iscceles arce the OWRC and
urdmore, But this is another story.

“I'd rather have a beer at the
Statlon Hotel than a cocktail
on Madison Avenue."”

Perhaps his interest [n thls part of
(ntario and his deterninatlon to use
Canadian places and names may one day
spark a novel about this part of the country.

Meanwhile, Jim Henderson—and his
wife—enjoy llving here and appreciate thelr
home because it is central to his work and at
the same time provides a retresl that ls
conducive to Imaginative works of flction.
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7for A/l Occasions

*(Cut Flowers
*Potted Plants
*lFuneral |
Arrangements
¢(.orsages *Etec.

Open 7 Days » Week - B a.m. Til Dark — Phone 853-29B0

for Beautiful Show in the Spring

LAST WEEK FOR PLANTING BULBS
WE WIRE FLOWERS ANYWHERE --

Caroline Flower & Garden Shop

TWO MILES WEST OF ACTON—SOUTH SIDE OF HIGHWAY
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A-B SUPERMARKET

ACTON

Aylmer 9 oz, Jars (Save 55¢)

9 MILL ST.

MEAT DEPARTMENT SPECIALS

Swift‘'s—Short Shank—Ready to Eat

HAMS

CENTRE CUTS
CENTRE CUT

1 SLICES

- Whole

o 59%
69:
79"

8530630

 Assorted Jams 5 ° *1

Purity—10-lb, Bag. (Save 24¢}

a-purrost FLOUR -

Libby‘'s—(Save 19¢)

2

not provide for any exception to
the ban on the use of studded tires
in Ontario this winter, Deputy
Minister of Transportation and
Communications A.T.C. McNab
said 1 & statement.

"'The regulation prohibiting

passed last year, makes it an
offence for any wvehicle to be
equipped with studs on Ontario
highways, roads and streels,” he
said.

Drivers using studs maybe
subject to fines ranging from §20

Mr. McNab said the province
took the lead in banning studs
because research carried out in
Ontario on their effectiveness
and affects on highway damage
was more advanced than other
jurisdictions. =

found to be wearing off the skid-
resistance texture of paved

surfaces, creating extensive ruts

and prematurely obliterating the
white driving lane guide lines,
siaid Mr. MeNab,

I'm my own ‘gir] Friday.

ax i

I like todo thaings myself. Even to looking up
numbers it the phone bool, They're in sucty
neat alphabetical order. it only takes a secamd,
“Then 1 jot the nummber- down @y my little
“Personal Dircctory™ that Bell gave me.

1 vou haven't already got your pochet-sized
- o would ke anvextra

Personal Dhirectors

one — please eall as. oud we'll send you

n copy. free,

| @ Bell Canada

Fresh—Lean

Ground Chuck

195

PEACHES ... -

Libby’s 14 oz. Tins (Save 27¢c)

DEEP BROWN

Fresh—Lean

Stewing Beef

Beans & !’ork__4
FRESH PRODUCE DAILY

19¢
LB.

Schneiders 2-pie pkyg.
Beef

Chicken
Pork

MEAT PIES 39°

Ont. No. 15 |b. Bag

Schneiders—Jumbeo

11 oz. Pkg. (Save 33c)
MAC &

uct DINNERS

Catelli

Mcintosh Apples 49°

Florida — White or Pink — Size 48's

65:. _
Grapefruit 10 - 89°

5:°1

Crown Brand 2 |b. Bottle

CORN SYRUP

TANG Poly Bag 5-pak (Save 10c)

Orange Grystals

Libby’s 4B or. Tins (Save 8¢)

__'[o_mato Juieg

Ont. No. 1
Gabbage 2 . 39¢

PRICES EFFECTIVE NOV. 17-18.19-20

i v P

69°

{Save 10c)

Salada Pkg of 40 (Save 20c)

39°
89- | °* TEA BAGS
Libby’s 32 oz. Jars (Save 23c)

2Qc |Wine Sauerkraut3: *1

Crest—Family Size {Save 40c)

TOOTH PASTE

ar
Baby Diil

Chenoy—15 oz. Jars {Save 64c)
Bread & Butter _ F
89° PICKLES 4:°1
R




