IVY CREEPS comfortably over the aged stones at the Rock-
wood home of Mr. and Mrs, Vincent Price. An arbor
introduces the flower border and the old pump still stands at
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(Staff Photo)

the door of this hospitahte home. In today’s Free Press, a visil
and tour of the Price home by way of pictures and words, —

ishwood" gracious old home
uilt by second area settier

-

The sign on the entrapce
thraugh the olid roll fence rewds
“"Wishwood Farm” and, ns you
follow the windy trail up the tree
shanded hill you are at once
impressed thot auch u beautiful
stretch of farm land could
possibly be encampassed in a
amitl village and yet hidden
enough to cupture the privacy of
rustic solitude.

Wishwood!. The farm home of
two comparative newrcomers to
the Rockwood village and one of
the district's moat olegant
exumples of early Canadiana
 MUASORLY

The stone home of Mr. and Mrs.
Vincent Price, located off No. 7
Highwny as one drives thruttﬁh
‘Rockwood, has the banks of the
Erumosa for Its farm grounds’
most prevalunt boundary ns its
ncercage stretches as foar ns the
. CNR railrond tracks right down
to Rockwood's first school house
on Harrls Streot,

135 years old

It's o murvellous otd home,
bullt some 135 years ngo, by
Colonel Henry Strunge, the
second originnl settier in the
district and o huilder whao history
records a8 boeth u prominent and
somewhot unvsunl figure in the
community of his day who, to the
people in the area, was generadly
known ns "Squire Strange'. A
surveyor by profeasion, it was
Squire Strange who lald oul plans
of the village of Rockwood and
was also  the  appointed
Magistrate of the township of
Exroamosa,

The present property of Wish-
wood Farm comprises some
elghty-five acres, all within the

lage of Rockwood. 1t is the last
remaining integral part of the

CHAIR ON left leaves room for lady's bustle; old spinning
-wheel makes another corner attractive. —(Staff Photo)

1,200 to 1,500 mcres originally
acquired by Henry Strange in the
carly "1BI0's and the story,
nuthenttcated by members of his
fomily a8 to how he came into
possesaton of this extensive ureu,
15, in iself, an interesting one,
) Guelph settler

His father, uﬂw Henry Strange,
was one of the carliest settlers in
what is now the City of Guelph,
He had come from Tunbridge
Wells, Kent, England, apparently
in the early 1820's and bought the
firat house built in Guelph, well
known as “The -Priory’ which
was erected by John Galt of the

o e e, S = P

VIEW UPSTAIRS from the front door shows an impressive

old grandfather clock, graceful bannisters and moulding. —

(Staff Photo)

Cunoda Company. It is a known
fnct that it wis John Galt, acting
for the Coannda Company whe did
much to develop Guelph and Galt
unik much of this part of Western
Ontario. Unfortunately however,
the “Priory"” which wns a fine
exnmple of & large eorly
Conadian  house, built of the
choteest timber, no longer exists
wlthough a replica, built to seale,
15 to be seen in Riverside Park,
Liuelph. y
Prepoare brochure

Avcording to the brochure
which the Prices, had specially
prepared, on  the compiled
hastorical duta of the Rockwood
property, *'It is evident that
Henry Strange, Sr. must also
hove ncquired substantial land to
the east of Guelph in what is now
the Rockwood aren in the
Township of Eramosa.

"'Fhe family story is, that when
Henry  Strange, the son, was
tibout to be married, his father
gave him the cheice, of either a
house in Guelph or the gift of
some 1,200 to 1,500 acres of forest
and bushland in the Township
and the son wisely chose the
latter. After clearing much of the
forest and bushland on his newly
acquired property, the son

~selected as the site [or his house a

peomunent knoll overlooking both
the Eramosa River and the road
through the Village of Rockwood,
which has since become part of
Provincial Hughway No. 77
Delightful surprise

A tour through the lovely old
home 15 a delightful surprise. It
has been tastefully decorated and

furnsshed to mateh the early

Canasdiana background of its
ariginal era and, as one proceeds
from room to room one feels the
genuine hospitality and warmth
that exudes. Over the years the
vintage residence has had few
owners and ecach in their turm
kept the buildings in good order
and, by the time Mr. and Mrs.
Vincent Price perchanced onto
the country home, only minor
restoration was required in its
preservatian.

On entry into the Vincent Price
farmhouse the heavy front door

onto a majestic, pine-
floored centre hallway with a
spiral staircase to the second
floor.

There are eight fireplaces in
the vintage homestead and all
are functioning. It Is wideﬁim
one passes through the various
rooms that the home has been
built in two =ections and, ac-

cording to the Wishwood Farm
brochure, “the back portion was
built, it seems, In the carly 1630's
from stane in Colonel Strimges
own quarries and consisted of
four rooms, two on cach [loor™.

Apparently there hud also been
u stone “‘smoke house™ ot the
reat of the house ¢complete with
fire place pnd  c¢himney for
cooking purposes, However, this
has sinee dissipated into rulns.
The front or main purt of the
howse, built afew venrs ater was
of more finished stone and the
basement of the entire structure,
is deep with high ceilings and
completely done in stone”,

Prosperity

It "would scem that Sguire
Strange had mnde rapid progress
towards prosperity as the [ront
and newer portion of the building
5 o shightly gronder structure
than that built carlier and the
pine flooring in the lnter sectlon
af the house is of noarrower
dimensions a8 compared to the
wide pine in the back half.

When the Prices moved into the
dwelling it was required that five
coats of paint remover be apphed
o restore the 24'" gorgeous pine
floors to their original quolity.
Today they glisten, reflecting the
carly Conadiana tradition.
Wallpapering, repainting, and
replacing bannister rails and
sypports has been the eight year
project of Mr. and Mrs. Price
who ucquired Wishwood Farm in
1963 and named i after a Nictional
homestead as described inone of
the English writers T.S. Elliott's
novels,

No structural renovations were
required, Vincent and Ruth Price
were intent in preserving all its
ald charm and characteristic,
they did, however, have il
rewired electrically.

High cellings

Throughtout the  house,
beautifully sculptured mouldings
enhance the tall ceilings which
are some 14 feet in height. In the
master study on the right of the
spacious hallwny, the cntire
roormn 15 framed on the celling by
exquisite [lloral plaster cutouts
which appear too intricate to be
lathe constructed but too
perfectly matched to be carved
individually. '

According to Mr. Price, Squire
Strange, when making his ad-
dition, heard that artisans from
ltaly were building mansions in
New England and commussioned
thern to do the scroll work which
can-be seen in the hallways, on
fixture bases, and around
ceilings tn the second section of
the Hockwood house. INot one
portion of the moulding is
cracked or fractured, indicative

DECORATIVE wash basin
came originally from Paris.
—{(Staff Photo)

of the solidity of its framework
and the alnlity of the artist,

Another femture of the Price
hame 18 the deep window sills on
which Ruth has carefully nsed
sunple glass curtaing in order
that the beauty of the womdwork
around the windows can be seen.
bt 18 snid that the renson for the
wnusunl height of the sills way to
discourage sl ehitdren in the
heugehald  frem  attempting 1o
penk outside so they wouldn't he
frighitened by wolves.

Farly Victorion

The bhving room, furnished in
early  Victorian hoasts  ac-
cumulated fernishings [rom
Fnglnnd, with o copy of the
French ortist, Duly's "Yellow
Violin'™ as painted by o young
artist friend of the Prices,
Leonard Huggord., Several other
petures of the Prices’ suminer
home on the Bay of Fundy and St
John'sarcedepicted by the famous
artist Joack Humphrey, now
derceased, who cune from Huth's
native province of  New
Brunswick. .

A musie room, complete with
fireplace, 1s n charming, smaller
one off the hallway which again
reflects the bhospilality of the
present owWners 88 many more
mementos of the past decorate
the walls and tables. Two dolls,
completely attired in the uniform
of the Royal Regiment, are
strong reminders of Vineent
Price's carly First World War
army duys when he was a British
Empire Machine Gun Officer in
the Royal Grenadiers.

Lovely accenta

From the dining room with ils
delightfully arranged coliection
of Victorian buttles and &
painting by Ruth's mother, to the
kitchen, colourfully attired in the
colours of the famous French
artist, Henrt Matisse
copperware 18 hung artfully op
the pamnted walls and old,
refinished farm feed bench adds
a4 new innovation to the vintage
habitat. Everything displays
praciousness, taste, and signs of
ropport with past traditions as
the personal Captain’s chest from
the last Omtario sailing ship,
stands 1in the hallway, a save
from a vessel which was
destroyed because it took up
space in the Toronto harbour.

Anold spinning wheel, a grand-
father clock and numerous items
of exquisite Chippendale, grace
the rooms and haliways in the
ancient house and upstairs,
bedrooms with heirloom bed-
steads and portraits of daughter
Laura Anne. are interesungly
arranped. .

Pine sideline

As aone moves {rom the front
portion of the second floor to the
back the wider pine floor boards
remind us of the earlier era when
the Rockwood farmn was spotted
with rounds of pine trees which,
we understand, was a  side
business of the country squire
who is hsted as owning and
operating a saw mall, a carding
mactune and cloth factory, as
well as the grist mill which is now
1o be seen across from the high-
way as the Hortop's Mill, now
owned and operated by Jimmie
Milne of Main Street. Squire
Strange also conducted &
limestone quarrie business on his
property.

Looking from the upper back
stairway down to the kitchen one
is amused to see a fantasy of
rabbits resembling those of
Henry Matisse's artistry and
Ruth Price weaves a
comical yarn of: a visit from
Leonard Huggard their artist
friend, a plain wall, and 84 desire

“top of the

MR. AND MRS, Vincent Price chat aboul
their home over a cup of lea. ‘I'veasures have
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een gathered over aany years. The Prices

tor decoration with Malisse
eubbits, ‘The achist eopied the
rabbis from s preture which his
hostess Iuel on hoand and  the
result s o0 comienl  etnrance
throuph the upstairs staivease
where all types of Dbunnles
identify with the nmnerous
vregtures wlueh hop about  the
antside  aereape  of  Wildwikel
Farm.
Hospltable home

hamour, taste, and dilipence,
the entire household stimilates.
IL presents thid Tived-in element
ot hosptality, not one of o
pressing nusenm  abinosphere
whielh 15 often sigmificant  of
resterition, lven the cellar
portion has beep pul into fune-
tonal wsenpe. The dict Door hos
been replaced with stene and the
first seetion converted inte o
stock roon whiere  mnguneines,
unportant  decuments and  low
barks have heen pently stacked)
for refecrnl olso serving oy
refiniders of Vineent Price’s luw
fynan diys wath the Kingsoll Law
Firtn in Toranto of which he was
the heinl o {ew years before hiy
reticeient two Years apgo.

The seeond room in the high
cedlinged hasement o0
masterpiece Cof  triae Canpndian
antiguity, The Centenmind project
af the charpung couple wis the
restoration ol the room in which
an authentie cobbler’s boench,
worn and used, stands nearhy a
Hoston rocker: an ancient
washstand, and a beastifal ofd
New  Brunswick - 'Forest
Beauty” purchased in 1963 on
whteh read can be baked to
perfection n the large oven on
stove. Copperware
fram the Pars Flea Market, a
Spamsh water jug, and a Grecian
witer contaner blends ancient
and modern ns a chest, restored,
boasts oded drawings of the
Forest, Bay of Fundy, Maces
Bay, and a historical Sardine
Canning Factory.

lL.ifetime career

Fverything follows. Ruth Price
who served at the completion of
thee first Great War as a
Ihyswtherapistin Christie Street
Hospital has had a liletime

ITALIAN WORKMEN
fashioned moulding in ceiling
of charming home, IUS
Ilieved workmen came over
to Canada especially to do
this work.—Staff "holo)

eareer of restoring and repairing.
After a post-graduate course at
McGill University she organized
and inaupurited the
Physiotherapy Department of the
Torento General Hospita), She
enjoys people and things and,
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enjoy living in Rockwood, where they have
boeen for a few years, —{SLaff 1"holo)

through her husbands affilintlon
iy the past Notional President of
United Nations In Toronte nind
Notionul Chndrainnn of TN,

tapether these two Biiove aequibred
numerais friends, Many of their
peasessions ave lokens of esteemn
whueh have been given Lo them

during  thelr  (rovels In
devastated countries Uhronghout
the worlib ind, as friendship gifts
whien teir home was o *drop-in*”
cemtre  for  teachers,  doctors,
eTIRINeery, or anyone who came,
from Greece tothe Phillipines,'to
wie the Price Home as thelr
Ivmrurury LINISE0)
hewdipuarters, when Vincent wan
the Mationnl Chalrmnn fur the
Cnnadinn Counell for
Reconstruction  through
LINISSOGO,

[Med pauper

ioas Nitting  thet  Wuath ond
Vincent Price should wand tg re-
establinh  one  of  Ontoario's
hesuppenring  historical
lesnestends. Hecords show that
sSquire  Strange, born in
Veanerrarg, Knglamd, on dade of
Septemmber ith, 1815, hod come
Lo Canadaat five yenrs of nge. He
hiel  prospered 1o become o
wisalthy reslident and moagistrote
in Framosa., Over the  years
however, he snw his  fortune.
dumimish and all s possessions
disappear until, i 1HN, he died,
n pauper, and, at the tine of his
theith was living in a tiny house
on Hockwood's Valley Hoad to
which hie had ludicrously applied
the name “liberty Hall."

In restoring the Squire’s early
restdence, Mre. and Mrs, Vincent
Price's clforts have, ns s
mentioned in the Wishwood Farn
documentary, attempted to
maintain  for posterity two
structures which must be
regarded as  outatanding
examplea of early Canadiana.
The second bullding mentioned In
the brochure refera to the old
stone barn, also on the property,
which is equally & triumph of
architecture and engineering as
designed hy Casimir Gzowski, a
prominent  engineer for whom
Czowski Street in Rockwood was
named

THE PRICES reconstructed a pioneer kitchen
in their basement as a centennial project,
using authentic furnishings.—{Staff Photo)




