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Educators say no pat solution to village problems

Free Press Rockwood reporter
Lorralne Root sat down with
three educatora from the
Univereity of Guoelph to discusa
the water and sewnge proposals
for the viltage. Slace the Ontarlo
Mmlcipal Board will hear the
pron and cons of the proposals
pext Tuesday, we publish the
resalis of the lnterview, since the
Free Press conslders that every
side of the question should be
exposed for the benelll of village
residents.

+ + +

By Lorraine

Dendline!

That's what Tucsday, October
28th, 1671, reprosents to villagers
in Rockwood after five yeara of
mumbling, bungling, juggling,
and haggling. Then residents will
sec thelr Flinht presented for
consideration to the Ontario
Municipal Board and an entire
village will be dependent on ita
wisdom to determine the
feasibility of plunging 983
maoderately incomed residents
into an approximate 1.4 milllon
dollor debt or [ind a more
adequate method of solving A
serious problem.

Aspects for consideration in.
this vitnl matier arc
innumerable, necessity of
pollution curtailment, landscape
planning and bullding control,
environmental ambitions, and, of
major importance, the abllity of
a small reasonably unaffluent
community to handle the
potentinl tremendous costs.

Profesrlonal engineers

Three Univeraity of Guelph
educators, In the studies of
environment and water
resources, have shown concern
over Rockwood's situntion. They
feel that with their close
proximity to the problem area
they would be falllng short of
their reason for exlstence if they
did not ap¥ty some thought to its
solution. Taking time off from
their active universily calendar
they discussed the village
probiemn as they see it

No pat solttion

Professor Peter Chishelm
agreed with Professor Hugh
Whitely -and Dr. Trevor
Dickinson that Rockwood
definitely has a pollution problem
but, that in deallng with it, there
is no pat solution. *'I think" he
snid that often the practitioning
engineer or the government
group whose job it 1s to solve
peoblems make & point to glve the
impression that there ls a very
neat solutlon and that there's
only one solution to the problem
becawse people ke to henr that
answer. ¢y feel very
comfortnble and secure with that
but I think that for any problem
like the Rockwood one, there lsn't
just one neat solution -there are a
number of solutions depending on
what Rockwood wants.

« Do they want to grow? Do they
want to be small?, and,
depending on what direction that
the villoge wants to go, or the

reitlonal government wants the
village to go, illustrates that
there could be a8 pumber of
soiutions considered. He is
concerned that, in the casy ac-
ceptance of the O.W.R.C.'s
proposid, no question has been

trucked to the Guelph sewage
treatment plant. “It solvea the

oblem very simply” asald Dr,
Ecklnﬁnn. "It was nothing that
the proprietor initiated. It was
the Health Department which
helped him do 1t and they worked
with him en t.” "Such a
method”, anid  Professor
Chisholm, “would be required for
an individual, not for the entire
Rockwood village, but certainly
for the bad 'areas, that Is onc
possible solution.”

“Now the anawer that comes
back on this,” aaid Peter
Chisholm, is that It costa too
much. It costs too much to truck
things around but If one really
does & study of the cost of thal
versus those suggested. for o
tertinry plant, it's an entirely
different ball park. It would be n

at dea) Jess and it's {easible.
Considering the nominal cost of
operating a septic tank system
thenit'sfar more expensive and it
looks absurd, but certnlnly, il you
looked at the figures to put
sewers In Rockwood and add to it
the cost of private connections
then you're talking about so
much money that almost any
other solution beglns to be a
pessibllity."

“It's an extremely oxpensive
system’’, he concluded
adamantly.

The three engineers agreed
that there's an attitude of “that's
reverting back to the old time”
when trucking sewage away 18
referred to but they can relate
actual  Instances  in the
immediate vicinity where this i
happening today. The General
ilectric Company In Guelph are
trucking indusatrial waste down to
Ohio for Incineration and right
now some of the Industries In
Guelph are having to clean oul
catch basing and storm sewer
systems for, what Is termed as
“the worst kind of scwage.”

Need new wells

Queried na to whether it would
be practical for Rockwood fo
instal] water only Dr. Dlckinson
felt that it would nol be ad-
dressing oneself to the whole
peoblem. ‘1 think some of the
well problems could be solved by
putting in a few new  wells” he
said and agreed with n statement
from the Wellington Dufferin
Health represcentative that
evidence indicates that. people
would use more water than in the
past and, if septic tnnks are
alrendy overlonded In the area,
the preblem would be
aggravated,

“But,” he said, 'l think that
they don't really know whether

it's practical or not and, in the
interest of & small village,
considering the indebtedness
they'd be placed in, rather than
apply somebody’s hypothesis, a
more detailed investigation is
warranted to indicate whether In
fact it would be & problem.”

*In this particular case” broke
in Peter Chisholln, “‘common
sense would dic tate that If we
don't have the o unity to
carry out a detailed investigation
then we're golng to be con-

raised as to whether it is the best -

ant for the Village of Rockwoed.

“No one i3 questioning the
pollution problem™ he said, “the
magnitude or the extent of it",
What Professor Chisholm does
qQuestion 18 the measures of
inspection which the Wellington-
Dufferin Health Unit has applied
in ascertaining beyond doult that
the septic systems in the trouble
area of the Village are beyond
repair. “There may be somie that
cannot be fixed™ he said, “'hut 1
would doutt if one cowd tum
around and ask if they have
examined every system or the
majority of the systems to see
what would be involved in fixing
some of themn.”

Professor Hugh Whitely who
has studied the situalion in Rock-
wood extensively, feels that in
many areas of the village where
series of buildings occur on lots
narrower than subdiv¥ision
requirements, some very absurd
tank situations exist bul that
rather than incurrihg debt for-an
expensive system, the residents
should be encouraged instead to
realize that close scrutiny and
remedinl action would bring
people up to standard.

Holding tanks

Referring to the actual
problem systems in the village on
which, according to a mapped
lavout based on the Department
of Health's surveys, the
contamination is concentrated in
only certain areas, Dr. Trevor
Dickinson referred to the up-
dated method now being used in
Chicago where holding tanks are
being utilized and sewage is
trucked away from the cty to
other means of disposal.

“You can always Install a
holding tank and truck away the
sewage™ said Prolessor Whitely,
“It's always possible, but
whether it's acceptable or not is
another situation.” According to
Dr. Dickinson, & resort on
Puslinch Lake which had a
seepage problem into the Lake is
epplying the same method of
disposal. A holding tank has been
installed and the sewage s
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secyvative and we're going to say
“it looks 08 If further overloading
the aeptic tanks |s golng to be a
problem'’, and you can fec the
common Kense in that ratlon-
allzinK.

“Rut, he continued, “to apply
cormmunon sense and geoerallans
of this nnture to a very speciflc
question where the implicntions
of a weak argument might be n
‘totnily unnecessary debt level to
the munlclpality, I'd say that for
n villnge involved with only 250
ouses you enn darn well afford
to spend $50 a house Lo see If you
con save almost a million dolinrs
and this is the thing!"”

Professor Chishelin I8 not
biaming the O.W.R.C. for Rock-
wood's situntion, He feels that
they were asked to do o specifin
job and that it Is net the
O.W.1.C.'"s responsibiiity to
refuse the Rockwood trusteens
request for the system,
“Berause', as he put it, "“let's
just trn the argument around for
A minute. Let's any the OWRE
were requested by the townaship
counetl to look al this problem
and they came back within two
weeksa nnd soid ‘No, you cannot
afford sewers and waters,” Can't
you sce the peeple in the Village
of Hockwomd! saying - 'What
toes the O.W.R.C, ﬁnuw nbout

*1]

pur problem?" V',

What the University men really
feel 1w that the OW.R.C. should
e constantly looking for ways of
solving the problems of the
smaller  communities. Dr.
Dickinson sald that the sugges-
tion comes out that there 13 no

other economie or practical way
'of dolng it, but that

s n
misleading nssessment because
there are other nlternatives and
other ways now being used which
are less expensive than the
overall system the O.WR.C. ia
recommencding.

They feel that too oflen the
attitude of the designer of these
systemns 18 to just go ahead on a
more or less prescribed basls

and, in this case they hnve

approached the problem of waste

Lrnm'mq.u:rru:m: for the village of

Rockwood on about the same
basis asthey would appreach it in
the larger municipality of
Toronto. All three engincering
specinlists agree that there are o
number of lower levels of
servicing which would solve
Rockwood’'s problems and yet
still fall short of either the scope
of the system or the assoclated
costs that are invelved in the
larger systems.

“The sttitude of the designer In
this particulor case”, said Hugh
Whitely, “‘has, 1 feel, been pres-
cribed pretty well by habit rather
than trying te find a particular
system for a particular
protlem’. He feels that the
OW.R.C. should do more
research  into  the smatl
community needs ond come up
with a system that would adapt
itself to that particular communi-
ties environmental needs rather
than prescribe one large
expensive plan for every case.
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“U understnnd™, sald  Peter
(hilshali, “that all the rustecn
ariginnlly requented wad oo sewer
system, and, cven though the
reguest may not have Ineluded
the wider aystem [ can see, from
- engineering polnl of view I
would be sensible lo do both nl
once Howeyer, 1 think that the
fnct that they have slipped into
both  sewers  and  Hewage
lreatiment and woter 8 an
indicotion that they haven't
really glven too much thought to
the detndly of the situntlon in
Rockwood, Hs  fTenalbillty,
whether it can be pold for, and
what it represents ad an mpaet
ony the villuge™

Fifeets River?

The question of sewers and
water installntion in the village of
Hockwood has aroused strong
opposition from other aren
residents who feel that the new
system will strongly aoffeat the
standurd and purity of the
Framosa Hiver nnd s nutural
environment. However, such
ottitudes have been mllayed when
local witniesses have sald thut the
river is already polluted and that,
in many instunces, raw sewnge
is constantly belng drained
through the rock table right down
to the centre of the watershed
into which everything flows,

Professor Chisholm feels that
there is 8 much broader {ssue
here *“The foet of the matter 19",
he sald, “that nobody really
knows exactly what the stute of
pollution is In the Eramosn River
and that for this to be used as a
conslderation in the design of new
waste monagement systems the
O.W.R.C, should’ have
undertaken an  appropriate
survey in the water courie to
ailow the public to realize that
there is i buse problem pollution.
A few years ago not too many
peopic  would have been
concerned aboul carrying  oul
such & survey prior to the
instailation of a sewage system
but today people do require that
the rivers are maintained ot o
high level or ot least at the status

BLOCK!

they nre ot the thne Gy 're put
In."

Avcording lo Frevar Tiekingon,
no wch guddeline study boas been
udertaken excepting one that
wid condocted ot the Unlversily
of Guelph from e achool of
Fngineering when n Mostoer's
Thesin woe complled  on
rlmuplmrmm jeveln  of  the
crmnose Rlver between 1ock-
woodd snd Guelph.

“tmly o few other random
sapiples are the only mathorative
it thnt are availalde," he sald,
“| know that the Eramosn Biver
{8 not polluted’' said Peter
Chisholm, “Because 1 tike my
chiliren {ishing nnd wo cateh
trout right between the bead pond
nbwove the dam tn ILr:-t_'IﬂI'M.'::-utll ol
ull the way down practleally Lo
the Congervintlon orén, There's
gowd {ishing In that reglon of the
viver and the river certainly cnn't
be polluted to the bevel that would
do domunge to these fish otherwise
they wouldn’t be  there. The
Department of Lands ond
Forests stock the Eramosa River
River every spring and Lhey
stock it suceessfully.”

Avcording Lo Prefessor
Whitely, the only place on the
Frimoesa there hos been any
indication of people pollution of
which he s awore {83 just
Immediately down the stremm
from [den Mills which he
bellevey js retated to aboul three
septic tunks which  authoritles
know are ln trouble,

Some {ndicotion

Regarding the Ersmosa In the
direct vicinity of Rockwood, he
agrees with some of the local
authorities that “there is some
indication thut septic residue s
flowing into the river beeause the
phosphorous levels that the
O.W.IR.C. have found are higher
than they should be from stralght
background natursl  levels,
They've had a few somples which
were pretty close to one part per
duy phosphorous and in the
Eramosa River thuat is sub-
stantially above the natural
levels you would expect from
mineral sowreed in the water
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ahed, However', he conlinued,
“there (8 very litlle olgae
woblem  associnted  with  that
evol of phosphorons  becanse
Wiere sn't any ulgne problem
rlght now in the Framosa.' He
bases hin theorles partly on the
fand that ane can bottim fiah in
the pond rhtht In the middie of
Hookwoud,

Profossor Chisholin fecls that
genernl opinfons of the state of
the Froamosi River's pollutlon
are worth exaetly what they ore
costing. Abnalutely nothlng,"" he
s, “And, AT one wants to Tl
ol whether the stream s
polluted ar not i study shooded de
conducted. AL thee prenent thine
there sire no objedive data uvall-
uhle Lo permit us to aasesn whal
the lkely wialer quighty 1s polng
to be after the sewnge treatiment
plunt govs in nnd there s ob.
nolutely no reasnurnnes that the
sewnge  trentment plant s not
golng to rodn the river beenase
the men from the O.W.H.C, are
ml  polng  to  gunrantee thot
there's ot going W be a problem
ufter it goen In. Now", sald
Professor Chishobin,” these are
the questlons really  that  are

WOITY.

It you're looking beyond today,
plan ahead with Canada Savings
Bonds. They're the go-ahead way
to save for the future — without

Easy to Buy: You can buy them
three different ways; for cash
where you work, bank or invest;
oninstalments through the
Payroll Savings Plan where you
work; or on instalments through
the Monthly Savings Plan where
you bank or invest.

Simple to Cash: Canada Savings
Bonds are cold, hard cash -
instantly. They can be redeemed
any time at their full face value
plus earnad interest.

Good to Keep: Canada Savings
Bonds are safe. They're backed
by all the resources of
Canada and they pay

centrn sa o whothier we ought e
proceed on this basis  of {gnor-
anee ol this Ume when there pre
sdegquate  selentific bases  that
ean be introdueed into  the
inveatigntlon to mprove the
whole appronch.” :

How will the proposed instnlla-
tone nffect the people in Hock-
wond?, How will the people
tmyun-:i the aren be nffected? I8
thi villnge plunning Ael  up
wlequately to cuctmdl expeeled
prowth?  Does Rockword want
prowth pidd Industry?  Can they
alford it or con they afford not to
hsve 187 Will the syilesm remiadn
addequite i Rockwood  should
Inerease in aize?

Critlcal vye

The wniversily wmen view Lthe
situntlon and  the alternatlves
with n  crltleal  eye,  The
Wellington Phfferin Health Unit
representative, Clive Beardwonl
deseribed Rockwood aa n vtllu[.ur
rrt-ﬂrﬂlly preared for 5,700 people.

lee salik thst It conld bee o 13 yenr
plun dependiog on the plonnin
counetl, He felt thot Hockwon
shoultd ingist on oo offielal
plunning snd  zoning  bonord
prepared to sel up o proper
protective by-law  and  that »
planned  sewage  expannlon
Progrin I8 peceRsnry.

“If " kald Mr. Beardwood, "L
honppens gradunily, It cen be
vonteolled pnd new Indistry and
prowth nhsorbed the some wiy .’

Profeasor Chidnhiolin consliters

thnt for Hovkwood's hasle
prosblem, there ld no pat nnswer
un o how growth within the
vilbige cught to be tallored to the
sbllity of the natured environ-
ment o recelve witsito from the
villuge. Now 1 know' he sald,
“thit the asaimlintve cupneity of
the Fromnosa iliver In it present
stide would be pvertaxed once the
Iumuluunn In the: villnge gets to
¥ gver nbout 2,000,

He feels that partienlnr points
shildd b stressed, "Hy and
brge, he snld, "socioly hns nol
bwtine to think  in tering  of
Lrmiting growth within n municl-
patl ity Lo the lnits which are per-
mitted by the natersl environ-
inent within which they hivo Lo
llve, ‘his I8 one of the central
|ssues in the thitler.

“Peaple wint thelr coke nnd
et i Lo, he wald, “They want
Tt growth amd everything
it goes nkmg with Inerensing
the contelbitlon o the grosa
antleud product but the  snmme
tiene they don’t wanl to change
things in the provess."

Can n villoge of nl?lnililn!lhlly
sl prople nctually afford the $1.4
milllon eoast ns presented by tho
OW.H G Those wha think they
havve Lhar answers nre eertoin thot
potentinl pupulation Inerense
whith  the  syntem  would
enicourae  would help  eurtall
expenses however s Profedsr

{Comitinued on Page 5)
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good interest — year after year.

New Canada Savings Bonds yield
an average of 7.19% a year when
heldtomaturity. They're available

in amounts from $50 up to a limit

of $50,000.

Each $100 Bond begins with
$5.75 interest for the first year,
pays $6.75 interest for the second
year, pays $7.50 interest for each
of the next five years, and then
pays $7.75 interest lor each of
the last two years.

On top of this you can earn
interest on  your
make each $100.00
$187.00 in just 9 years.

Canada Savings Bonds are good
today, better tomorrow. They're
Canada's most popular personal

7 ]9%investme=nt Look ahead!
&
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GET MORE GOING FORYOU!

interest and
grow o

Go ahead! Buy Canada

Savings Bonds.
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