Farmer's death was suici

The mystertous July 10 death of
J2.year-old Roger Joscph
Lapolnte, an Acton area {armer,
was coused by a self-inflicted .22
calibre hulilr:t wound in the head,
o coroner’s jury decided in Milton
yvesterday (Tuesdny).

The five man jury renched the

verdict, after heor ﬂ testimo g
from 29 witnesses and cXAMINE

different exhibits at a four hour
Inquest, at which Halton County
caroner Dr. Ivan  Hunter
presided,
thnn Fireflghters recovered
inte's body from the front
om of the burning Spanish-
Eh'lﬂ bungalow,. he rented on
Highway 25 scuth of Acton,
sometime after 5 a.m, the
morning of July 10, An autopsy

performed by f.iunul
pathologist Dr. ti' Waldor! Inter

revealed Lapointe died as the
result of & bullel wound in the
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hend. Police snid the bullet was
from n small cadibre firearm.
Yesterday's inquest was held to
determine when, where and how
Lapolnte met his death,

A barn and small shed on the
sime property were levelled in
what now appenrs wna o separate
Lblnze from the one In  the
hungalow.

First witness, Dr. Waldorf, who
erformed the nutopsy on
Apointe’s body, testitied the
decensed suffered extensive
fracture of the skuli from the
bullet, which madc entry above
the corner of the right cyebrow,
nnd passed through the skull and

came to rest at the other slde of
the skull.

He ssld the hend of the
tdeccased nlso showed a solt nren

of bruising over the right
posterior, which could have been

caused by the gunshot wound or
from striking n blunt object
Hlood coming from the earaof the
head was quite normual in the case
of o skull frocture he said. He
ndded the skull fructure wny duy
entirely to the gunshol wound,
The body showed only alight sl
sms of burning un the outslde
i had w few minor  skin
serapes, which he sald could have
oceured, when Firefighters were
altempting to remove Ut from Lhe
howse. Dr. Waldor? sudd a check
on the carbon monoxide content
of the bBlom! proved negatlve,
which led him  to assuwmnme
Eapointe had not been breathing
i the fire oren. Aleobol  content
test of the blood also proved
negative, he anid,

A qualified toxologist with the
Centre of Forensle Sclences In
Toronto, R. McCanley testified

an analysis of a blood sample,
fuund on the MNoor near the body
showed npo alcohel or carbon
dioxide content. An alcohol tost
on & urine sample proved
nepntive, nd did an analysls of 160
e, of stemuch contents,

Hobert Monument, a {irearma
expert with the Centre of
Forensie Sclences, testifled a 22
calibre rifle, which police found
in the same bedroom lapointe's
body wny  discovered had a
eracked stock., He presented as
evidence one fired enriridge case
aed two long ronge mushroom
viartridges, which he anid had
been removed from the rifle,
Severnl other cartridges suitable
for wye in the rifle were also
discovered In n dresser in the
roon, Monument  seld
examination of a piece of tisaue
fromn the body showed that the
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muzzle of the rifle was very close
o the skull,

lirinn Jay, n blood nnnlyst with
the Centre of Forensie Selencoey,
sl he found o Bood stalp on
bed sheet and on the front of o
driwer, which police had taken
from the bedroom.  There were
t1]50 lwo blood staina on the rifle,

CGensuline teals

Fourth  witness: fromy  Lhe
Centre, Kothleen Glllesple gove
evitence on gusoline tests she
performed on abjects tnken from
the house, She sold she detected

soline on paper taken from the

itehen, floor moulding, a
curdbourd box ind u palr of high
boots, worn by the decepsed. A
rubber hase, which pollee {found
outsbile the house, showed signs
of pusoling, she sald, bul snother
Bose which matehed the first one

14971

e, |ury says

phiysically, but was fonnd in the
sink of the gacage, did not:

Con. 1D, Hf*wnt. Iistpdet 3 0P
ientification of hweer, who was

called  wly 10 following  the
discovery of e body, anid no
traces of fingerprints coulid be
forrd on the rifte.  Howewver, he
tdded sutable Ningerprints cun
seldom be found in conditions
where vetreme heat and woler
exisl.  While he way taking
photographs of the [nslde of the
hotse, Be anld o alorm ciock
went off in Lapeinte's bedroom.
Investigating officer Con, Juaines
Hodson of North thiton OPP
lnter testified 1t was 505 an.,
when the alurin went off, Coen,
Hewitt said he obaceved most of
the hurnmg mslde the house had
been i the kKitchen,

Mext on the stand was 32 year

old Hobwert Juckson of Burlingtton
whiy testifled be pnnd b wife g
chiliren had lved with Lagpolnte
al the Highway 28 resfdenee from
.!!H'tll.tlrr until.June 1 of this year,
He said Lapointe lusl agreed (o
fuwve hitg live there In burm for
helping an the farm.  In Mo
Jichson sabd he got a Job ]YT
Hurtington smd meawved there with
hiss foanily Jugse 1. Ho sald he st
s Lagoings May 31,

Jueknon wdd ho and his fasntly
pob glang waell with Lupointe. 'l
thought he was n o greal gay 1
duln’t find he treated anybody
willt any dintaste, He was very
mel an extrovert,” he sofd,
However, Juckson went on Lo say
Lagointe chnnped moods quickly,

“He conld gu from happiness to

dejectlon in w0 short thue,” he
aihil.
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congratulations from many friends and neigh-

William Mino of Fden Mills received  bors who called —(Staff Photo)

Sentimental value

Instruments stolen
from music centre

Three old band instruments,
used as decoration in the Music
Centre, were stolen last week.
Une had belonged to former
bandmaser the late Charles
Mason, and another to former
player the late Dr. W. G, C
Kenney,

They were unplayable now, und
thewr value was estimated as $50.
But the sentimental value is what
matlers.

Hiroke drum

A back window at the Music

Centre was broken to gain entry,

Money
stolen

bus depot

len Adwns on Thanksgiving
Day reported to police entry had
been gawned to the bus depot by
the back door, and  $615 was
taken. He reported the incident
to police at 7.15 a.m.

On Sunday, a 12-yvear-old boy
reported the theit of n tape
recorder which he had been
holding in his hand. Twomenina
car drove up, stopped, and
snatched it from him, he said.
TSthEhmﬂdEm happetied on Main

A fire cextinguisher was
reported stolen f{rom an
apartment building on Mill St.

Loner

A lone goose found friendship
at Fairy Loke on Thanksgiving
weekend. The loner flew in to join
the
waterfowl sanctuary, and it

the resident geese at

seermu as if he intends to stay,

The instrumments had been wired
to nails on the wall above Lhe
back windows., To reach that
high, the thief or thieves stood on
a drum, breaking the drumbead

for another $6 loss,

The mouthpiece for one of the
imstruments was Tound outside
the band hall.

The theft was  discovered
Uctober # just after midnight,
and Cons. Farien 1s investigating.

Ask help

The mght  before, three
windows were reported broken in
ncts of wilful damage.  Rocks
were thrown throwgh windows at
the home of Edward Norton, Mill
st.. and Mary Debenbam,

FIRST MISS Erin Fair, chosen Saturday, is a
district girl, Carol Thomson of R.R.1, Rock-
wood. Runners-up seen with her in a

Wellington St., and the liquor
store,

Police have requested thot
anyone who might might have
seen the youths who broke these
windows Lo contiact them.

Impaired

Also on Octeber 8, police made
a liquor seizare and charyed two
Avton  vouths and  one
Lreorpelown youth,

An aumpatred  driver  was
stopped, and a  midnight
disturbance reported.

Another umpaired driver was
stopped ot 115 aan, October 9.

Later that day o car, -stolen in
Milton, was lvcated in the
parking lot of the Winston Apts,

Thomson)

convertible Thanksgiving Day, are Brenda

He testified he and Lapinte
lusl Juked nbout tnsurance firos
but sald by vever oneo Imnni
| ipalnta tilk about settlng fire to
the property,

Juckson  Identifted the rifle,
faund by pollce, us his own, He
suld Tee hod lefo 1t ut the houso
whber e mwved, but sadd Lhero
wis nobl o crick in the stock ot
Wt {110,

Juckrnon  wndd Lupotnto ulways
Hrenied uuhul':py aboul eperatlon
of thedorm. He also HIlhd'u! Knew
Lapainte way “in qguite deoply"
fnuncially  with the Bank ol
Muomtread In Acton,

He sudd he hod heul angry
wards with Lapuinle only onew
and thit wue nore of o diseasslon
nbout how  people treated  ong
wber arannd the house,

(€ it inmed on Page 2y

Fifltean Cante

Twp seeks quarry option
* to develop industrial park

Nussagnweya Council lost
night ngreed to seek an option on
e ueres of fand owned by
Campbellville Gravel Supply,
following # recommendation
from the township's f{inance
comnittee tabled at o speclal
nuebing,

The lund 13 locoted adjecent to
Highway 401 and the Guelph
fdne.

IF purchased, the lnnd would be
wied, in part, for an Industrial
basin. Townahip councillors [elt
tha industrial bund was neceded to

help mumintiin o reasonable

Council gives
$400 to Rams

A donatlon of $400 wlll be made
to Acton Hama to tloward
purchase of jnckets, councll
agreed Tuesday night,

‘The donntion in recognitlon of
the team’s winning the Ontarlo
Junior C lncrosse champlonship,
wikl cover nbout hplf the expectey
vost of jackets,

The presentation will be made

Election Oct. 21

Seven

ot the tewn’s banguet Saturdoy,
Oclober 23,

Hinvard Dwyer and Alan Hali
il sttended  a council
conimnittee meeting to discuss the
multer and explained the lemn's
desire to have jockets.

Over 30 jnekets are reguired,
melching  weam memnbers and
afficials,

INn race

in two ridings

All seven candidates in Halton
Fast and West ridings have of-
ficially declared their nomination
in the provincial election next
Thursday, in Halton East Jim
Snow will run for re-election on
the Conservative ticket, Bob
Hlake on the Liberal ticket and
Ken Gelok will represent  the
WD, Richard MeGrath will run
as an independent.

In Halton West P.C. George
Kerr will seek reclection, Bob
MeNutt will run as the Liberal
candidate and Walter Mulkewich
as the NDP candidate.

“The “official’'’ nomination
meetings were held on Thursday.

in Halton East riding there are
A0 ehipibte voters ond 159
polling stations. The riding
includes Qakville, Milton,
Georgetown and the lower 20 lots

Burt, Hillsburgh, and Kathy Curran, Erin
Story on Rockwood page.~{Photo by Wendy

in Lsquesing.

Iy Halten West an estimated
30, XK} persons are eligible to vote
at 214 polls. That riding includes
Burlington, Acton, Nassagaweya
and the northern part  of
Fusquesing.

Collisions
Saturday

Two collisions were
investigated by Acton police this
week, one of themn a hit-and-run.

Allan Jones, Main St 8.,
wscovered $100 damage to his
parked car.. Another car
apparently came out of a private
trive and struck his vehicle.

Damape totalled an estimated
$1600 when two cars were in
collision, driven by Dugald Dick,
Longfield Rd., and John Shannon,
H.K. 4, Acton. The collision was
at Fastern and Young SL.

Cons. Jordan investipated both

collisions, Saturday.

nasessment bulaner,
Appriimately 130 meres of tie
paareel are suitable oy industriad
thevelupinent,

If the offer s considered, o
publde mecting will e held Lo
llow  the rtepanyers o volee
thur  optoion on the  possibide
neguigition which would reguice o
lebenture  [ssue, Counell s
secking o stx month option.

Counedl sugpested e poareel
wis too large for ity own Use it
ngreed Halton Hegion
Conservation Authurity may be
interedted i taking  out  sub
pptions an parts of the Juod which

FIFTY YEAR jewcl,

Tuesday evening by W,

for hall a century
membership in Walker Lodge AF. and A M.,
was presented to Roy J. Brown, Toronto,

utif::m sapne ol  eir existing
holdings,

It wan cinphuasized the profit on
the Jund was not the prime
mtive for the purchnse  hut
rather the long-range tax benefld
whiclh was llp{mﬂ:rm:il in thelr
mbesels,  Members  sugpested
specinl  finpnelng  may  be
iwvailabde from the provinee and
ngrecd o Investigate  that
possibility, A portlon of the land
ny be utilized by the township
to withdrow gronular mateciol
during rehabilitantion.

Councillor Art (Gibson said (L

wiid the first chonee the counceil
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M. Clarence

Better dog control service
expected, three year term

Council Tuesdny amended
the cantract for dog control with
Gegrge Herrington o state it is
for a period of three years, The
contract with Mr. Herrington was
renegobiated earlier this year.

He is also dog controf officer
for the township of Esquesing.

Mr. Herrington had assured
counci] his service would be
mnproved. He is planning new
kennels and will have an
answering service.

His contract calls for two full
tours of the town twice a week,
and emergency service.

Compare services

A Jetter from the Ontario
Humane Society, received by the
clerk this week, also offered dug

~ beginning

control for Acton.
this

They are
service  for
Georpelown.

Councillors discussed dil-
fcrtncepi
Councillor Coats said, I feel
our service i1s equal to anything
we'd get from the Humane
Saciety
Councillor Greer also
expressed satisfaction with

Acton's service from Mr.
Herrington, Dr. Oakes pointed

out “We get good value for the
money we're spending.”
Garbage patrol |
Councillor Orval Chapman
suggested the dog control officer
be asked to make patrols when
the garbage is out ready for

mckup.

But the dogs get canny and
know when he's coming, 50 lumes
must vary, council agreed.

Lottery authority

Authority was .given lo town
lottery officer Ron McKnight to
endorse all lotteries under
provincial licenses, except tn
special instances which in his
opinion should be referred (o
council. Two more applications
had been received and counci
felt thewr approval was automatic
and didn't require council con-
sideration

Partial pu]rmmt
Partia) payment was approved

{Continued on Page )

Rognvaldson (right).
(left) was in charge of past masters’ night.—

hasd o do something really
Lungible Tor the ratepayers. He
noted three budinesses had been
lust during bitg term on couneil
bevawse of o lack of Industriod
bancds, He indieated one was Jonst
viery recently and woold have
beren 4 eredit W the munlekpality.
Members  agreed  adeguate
howsing was avollable in Milton
jend  Burlington - to supply  the
lshsar farce,

I negatintiong on the optlon sre
guceessful and o delbenture lasue
13 required, members pointed out
i would e the township's only
oubstinding debenlure,
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W. Bro. Wes Beatty

$1,400 damage

fo two vehicles

An Eden Mills man suffered a
bleeding nose {ollowing a two car
collision at the comer of &
Sideroad and Sixth Line
MNassagaweya, over the holiday
weekend,

Mineteen-year-old  Dennis
Abram of Eden Mills was the
injured driver. The other
automobile involved in the
rmushap was driven by Ken Smith,
31, of Acton.

Damage to the Abram car was
estimated ot $1.200. The Smith
osuto sustained $200 in damages,

Excavating
Excavauons have started for

the new sidewalk on Cobblehill -

Road. The sidewalk will extend
from the O.H.C. housing uatits to
Main St.




