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The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, July 21, 1971

The History of Halton, written
by Ben Case of the Sllverwood
aren, continues ot highli
irregular Intervals. This wee
provides another instalment,
after several months when there
just wasn't space In the Free
Press columns.
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WOMEN'S WORK

In regard to the woman’s
ere of activity on the farm
ing the socalled "horse age'’,

there have been vast changes
over the years in every depart-
ment. Let us commence with the
dairy, During that period she
probably had to do the milking, or
&:3lst at it. Untilt more recent
times this was done by hand. The
milk was at one time cartied to
the house and poured Into shallow
ns in the cellar. After setting &
ew hours the cream Wwas
skimmed off and the skim milk
carried back to the barn for the
calves or pigs. An Innovation
came with the advent of milk
cans which were set in water at
the pump house. A tap at the
bottom and a glass gauge allowed
for the separation of milk and
creamn. Later still the cream
separator proved a greal boon,
especially with the coming of the
electric moter to take care of the
turning; Then on dalry farms
milking machines put in an ap-
earance, thus relieving the
ﬁnuﬂewifrz of some of the
drudgery of lite on the tarm.

An old Hme household chore
was churning once or twice a
week with an old-fashloned dash
churn. Many §an anxlous half-
hour would be spent waiting for

running back and forth for
supplies, dishes and cooking
utensils. This waste of efiort was
Intensified in the summer when
the range was moved to the
summer kitchen and there were
possibly two or three steps to be
negotiated as well, Water had to
be carried in from the well and
the pail rested on the side table
with the Un dipper close at hand
with which to fill the kettle or
quench the thirst. On wash days
the water wans elther carried
from the well or dipped from the
cistern and heated in a boiler on
the stove. The washing was done
In tubs with the aid of a wash-
board for rubblng the clothes.
When a reservolr was made
available, attached to the back of
the stove, for heating the water, it
was thought thant man’s in-
ventivenesa had gone as far as it
could go. On Saturday nighta the
tub was set beslde the stove for
the weekly family bath, the water
being changed perlodically ac-
cording to gize of the family
and the squeamishness of the
bather.

There were many other jobs
around the house other than those
mentioned - which have either
been eliminattd or made easler
with modern appliances. Ironing
was done with flat irons heated on
top of the stove and constantly
switched, Preserving of fruit and

motor and the gasoline enﬂcne
grent changes have taken place

around the farm fiom the days of

fity or a hundred years ago.
Around the house water pressure
systems have been installed with
hot water tanks, bathrooms,
refrigerators, deep freezes,
wnsh?n machines, modern
dneaigneg kitchens and the rest.
One never knows but what
automatle dish-washers, clothes
dryers and such may be the rule
rather than the: exception In
every {armhouse.
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History of Halton

In the man's world around the
farm there have been just 23
many far-reaching changes In
recent years, As mentloncd
previously, the man-power
shortage durlng and foliowing
World War Two and the Inventive
genius of farm machinery
manufaciurers have spark-
lugged a virtual revolution In
arming sgince 1840, Previous lo
that the coming of the automobile
gradually forced the drivin
horse (with buggy in summer a
cutter and bells in winter) off the
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road, but the work-horse on the
farin held his own up to the '40's,
By today he hns been almost
completely supplanted by the
tractor, truck andwcomblne and
there |s now hardly 2 work team
io be seen. The hgy-baler has
done away with Inosf of the hard
work of haying, the dalry
farm, milking machines and the
milk cooler have displaced the
milk can, so that mitking is no
longer the formidable chore il
onve was. Corn ls harvested and
blown into the silo without belng

Over

half-an-acre of
displays of furniture and appllances to
appeal fo every taste, every budget! More
than 70 Trend Rooms to browse in, a T
colorful Appliance Department, a dreamy

Sleep Shop: a great new Sight & Sound @"‘
Studio. Undoubtedly Brampton’s most ’

complete and most
centre, and Grand Opening celebrations

touched by human hands. Cattle
are not tied up to the same extent
s formerly and the mavable
feeding rack is another lahor-
saving device,

Today's former stands at the
crossroads and the sinall farm is
fnst becomnlng an un-econornical
unit. The factaries of the “Golden
Horseshoe' with their unionized
wages and shorter hours have
ellminated the hired man of
yesterday, and have attracted
the younger farm generation lo
the town and city. The fartner |3
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exciting,

exciting

furniture

forced to resort to high-priced
machinery and since these
machines are only in operation
for a fraction of the year, it Is
more practical to use them on a
larger farm which thereby nb-
sorbs one or two smaller units,
Educationnl costs have risen
astronomically with a consequent
rise in taxes and here again the
farmer is at a disadvantage since
he la assessed wm his whole
Eluperty for sehool purposes, and
3 to pay taxes in proportion.
Agaln, the price for farm produce
fluctuatesaccording to s;pply and
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WIN A 7T REMLIN!

colorful

Housewife felt drudgery of pioneer farm life '

demand. Ithas been found Im
possible to arganize and unionize
the farm ponlation as has beet
done with the factory employee
and, as a reult, too often the
peice recelved for produce 18 nol
commmensurats with the cost of
production, esyecially if time and
effort are tiken into con-
sideration. As ¢ consequence the .
small 100-acre farm, the working
and meanaging ol which has been
a "'way of life’' mnce early days,
is fast disappewing and the
future alone will tell whether the
result wil! be for the better.
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OF tOLLARS
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furniture
cenire

Shop from 10 a.m.
'til 9 p.m. Monday

the butter to come, cspecially in mean great savings for you!

summer when it was difficult to
lower the temperature of the
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cream to the proper degree, and
in the winter to raise it. The
Daisy churn was an im-
provement] .consisting of a
reyolving drutn or barrel turned
oy hand. The butter-was then
worked up in & big butter bowl
and put inte crocks or made up
into pound prints. The finished
proaduct would be taken into town
along with the eggs and traded
for household necessities --not
raised on the farm. The farmer’s
wife was generally given control
of the “‘butter-and-egg’’ money
and well she might as she was the
person responsible for their
existence. . With, the passing of
time, creameries came into
existence and the cream was
collected at the door, with the
resultant elimination of a tedious
household chore.

The old{ashioned farm-house
was 8 poorly designed workshop
for the housewife. The family
practically lived in the big kit-
chen, the {ocal point of which was
the old wood-burning range
which the mistress 'of the house
had to continually stoke with
wood from the nearby woodbox.
The pantry in which the aishes
and food supplies were Kept was
apt to be &t the far end of the
kotchen while everything of a
perishatle nature had to be taken
down celiar after each meal.
Meals were prepared and dishes
wathed at the main dining table
in the centre of the kitchen, or at
& side table, with a great deal of

vegetables entalled endless hours
of standing over the hot kitchen
stove In sweltering weather. The
coal oll lamps had to be cleaned
daily and the wicks adjusted.
Eggs had to be preserved in
isinglass agalnst the winter days
when the hens refused to lay.
Meat was corned.for protection
agalnst spoiling. Gardening was
generally - considered woman's
work as the men were generally
too busy with more lmportant
matters to bother with such petty
chores.

However, with all the in-
conveniences about the house and
yard, life on the farm was just as
enjoyable then as today. On a
winter's night with the chores all
done, a good fire go in the
kitchen stave. the red table cloth
on the table uua e coal-oil lamp
sel 1n the centre tor the children
to do their homework, with a pan
of apples convenient and games
being played that are seldom
heard of today, there werk few
more comfortable or pleasant
places. Poasibly a neighbor
would drop in unannounced for a
game of euchre or & {riendly
chat, Before the days of
telephone, radic and television,
neighborly visits occupled a more
important place In the lfe of the
community and conversation was
not o lost art, as it i= fast
becoming today .

THE MACHINE AGE
With the advent of the electric

MORTGAGE MONEY

How Much Money Do You Need?

*2000?

90007
*10,000?

Saturdays
'til 6 p.m.

| Telephone
454-1630

CONTEMPORARY .

Bed Chesterfield

The news 15 In the fabric . .

_new Herculon®*with

byilt-in slaln retease. Remove most sall or spots

with delergent and water. Colortast. Handsome
sola by day. double-bed by night!

39” COLONIAL

Reg. Value

Matiress
Box Spring
Legs
Headhoard

b 79.9%
17.95

1.95

15.%5

719.80

Scrotl-quilted matiress
wilh pre-built borders.
Charming print ticking; satiny RHickory finlshed headboard.

Reg. Value
$219.95

b s
p = ak -
'iii‘i lﬂ*'; o AH
SR - - _

- =3

& srawen CHEST

Reg. Value $17.95

Quilt-Top

$159%
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We're so proud of our

CARPET DEPARTMENT

Come %ee some gf the most beavtiful

rugs in

the world, imported and

domestic, all suspended galtery-fashion
from the ceiling! We also offer a full In-

home

carpet service; our

representative will bring you samples,
give you estimates, right at homel

GARYED NYLON

BROADLOOM

10

Mo extrasl [Includes
rubber underlay, all
installation|

5Q. YD,

BROADLOOM

111510

SHAG

We estimate free,
provide rubber under-
padding, do a <om-
plete Installation for

5Q. YD,

USE YOUR CREDIT

NO MONEY DOWN

MATTRESS OR
BOX SPRINGS $2995

Unpainied to finith as
you choose! Four deep
drawers,

BOOKCASE

Unpainted. Four dmpih:lfﬁ, two-deor  Reg. Value
cabinet at base. Handsomely crafted. 444,93
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odern DINETTE
Modern
Attractive dinettes featuring mar-prool Arborite
table tops and sturdy, vinyl-cushioned chalirs.
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$19.95 ¥4.93 _397.93

MORE?
We will lend you money for any
waorthwhile purpose. Call today

C.A.C. Realty Limited

A Subsidiary of Canadian Acceptance
Corparation Limited
75 Mill St.,
ACTON

853-2960

33"
39"

Scroll-quilled matiress. Famous
construction.
for long.
Damask reg. Value $49.95 Ea.

Bewverley 231 .coil
Pre-builf borders
wearing comfort.
ticking.

OUR NEW LOCATION: JUST WEST OF BRAMALEA SHOPPING CENTRE
| ON HWY. 7. CORNER OF HART LAKE ROAD




