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PARADE MARSHAL LEGIONNAIRE Bill Nicolak leads
the Milton Girls' Pipe Band and the Legion color party
through the newly dedicated gates at Fairview Cemetery,

5

Sugar and Spice

Boy, show e a silver lining these days
and 1'll show you a dark cloud,

It's only a couple of weecks since [ was
crying the blues about being stuck with a
jobless child for the summer, and wishing
my daughter could find work in this slim
summer [or students.

She has a job and she likes it. It's waiting
on tables in a smart hotel dining-room,
overlooking the water. The pay’s not much,
but tips are fair.

She has learned the joy of coming home
with her apron pockets loaded with
quarters, dumes and nickels, and arranging
themn in neat little piles, and counting them
over and over. Anyone who has ever worked
as o slavey knows the sheer, Scrooge-like
dehght of counting tips.

But there's always a catch, and in this
case, I'm the one who has been caught, and
not for the first time.

The catch 15 that the job is about 10 miles
from home, and there s no transportation to
and from. Bus service is strictly from the
stone age, and it's too far Lo take a cab and
tike any money home.

1 guess T don’t have lo draw a picture.
Good Okl Dad. It's not the money I mind

As you must have suspected, we news
hounds at the Free Press arce often the
target for unflattering remarks from part-
time and steady readers for the way we
handle news-and {eatures.

We do our best to nux things up or spell
names wrong, according to some acid-
tongued critics. Others., more charitable,
-soft pedal their criticisms by clothing them
in diplomatic lanpuage. They refer W
“goofs’’ as “'slips that pass in the Gpe' or
make statements such as, I see the
mnposmg room has been messing up your
copy again.’”

Although we get pretty thick-skinned
. after a few years' exposure to attitudes from
all types of the reading public, we pever
quite discard all our feelings. I for one would
much sooner talk to someone who came
bearing compliments than a critic loaded
with complaints,

But sometimes you run into people with
legitimate grievances who have suggestions
to improve the paper of help you see the
gther side of an issue,

One such nice young f{ellow, fresh out of
law school, appeared o tew weeks ago witha
formnula for publishing .a large part of the
news that is not fit to print. He suggested we
should lay of f all this political stuff and poise
our for more mundane matters that
require a soclal viewpoint,

’

by bill smiley

(about $1.00 worth of gas, and five dollars
depreciation on the car — most of the
journey is on a highway under construc-
tion. |

I could let her hiteh-hike. But Idon’t like
girks hitch-hiking at 7 a.m. { That is, I don't
mind the girls, but the hitch-hiking). Why,
she might be picked up by some renegade
and I'd never see her again. {That, on
second thought, swould solve the problem.)

Ah, it's just one of those rotten little
problems that will have to sort itsell out.

I've got another pruble'm today. I haven't
felt so tough since the Germans beat me up
about twenty-three years igo.

Ihd you ever fall down a mine-shuft? I
hadn’t either, until a couple of nights apgo. At
least 1 thought it was a mine-shoft. Drove
some people home. Into their driveway. No
lights outside the house. Invited in for
coffee. Stepped out the driver's side and
straight into an excavation nobody had
mentiened.

Tore a quarter-inch of skin, tissue and
muscle off my left palm. Sprained the
thumbs on both hands, Raised a lump the
size of o baseball on my left thigh. Twisted
my right knee. Hit my chest on something

1d Pepper .

by hartley coles

“Just exactly what do you mean™” |
asked innocently. Where are we slipping
up

Well that write-up of last week's police
news could have been amplified to take in
much more of the little things that the
reading public loves to know, he explained.
Instead of just reporting there was an
altercation at a local fun place that required
the appearance of two or three police of-
ficers, why not write something like this?

He produced a yellow sheet with some
doulle-spaced typewritten copy. It read:

"“The social event of the scason went off
without a hutch last Saturday night at the
banquet hall of the —, and a good time was
had by all.

“The guests were entertained by a bare
knuckle contest between —— and —, and
then two husbands phoned by their wives
performied their renowned disappearing act.
The Rt. Hon. — set the trend by ¢onsuming
the good part of a barrel of draft beer
between, calls to the rest room, and —
enthralled with card tricks.

“Things progressed very smoothly until
a brawl erupted in the Jadies’ room and the
local constnbulary were called to the scene,
All hell broke loose and tables and bottles
went sailing through the air.

following Sunday’s Decoration Day service. The gates were
moved recently from Ransom St. to their new location on the
- Cobblehill Road entrance. —(Staff Photo)

else and have a preat purple-and-gold bruise
that hits me like a spear when [ cough.

Can barely manoeuvre stairs, but apart
from that, feel terrible, But good thing I'm a
tough old nut. Scrambled out unaided,
dripping blood and bad language.

[t makes the transportation hang-up
recede a little,

It's the fact that she starts work at 7.30 in
the morning. We are a ene-car family. She
doesn't have a driver's license, so it's up at
the crack of 6 a.m. for yours truly, I am not
at my best at 6 a.m., except on those oc-
easions when I haven’t Eﬂt to bed yet,

Good old Mom can also drive the car, but
she nlways seems to have the vapours at 6
a.0m, '

I have two alternitives. One, have Kim
get her driving license, in which case I'm
stuck without a car all day. Two, buy a
sccond car, let her use it, and fork up price
of the car, license and insurance, The latter,
considering what she'll probably earn,
would put us about $500 in the hole for her
summmer’s work. How do you like them for
alternatives”?

I've scrablbled desperately at other
solutions. I might be able to hire a boy to
take her out and pick her up for about $4.00 a
day, plus gas. That doesn't seem too
profitable, and he'd probably rack up my
bred 197 model,

} could physically kick her mother out of
bed and make her drive. But 1 haven't the
tuts to do this at 4 p.m., let alone 6 a.m.

waix vrwsers and two paddy wagons
conveyed a larpge contingent of the lown's
elhite te cells at Milton.

“Evervone can hardly wait now until
next week when it 1s promised there will be
another good tme.”

i The blianks are mine, not the law
student’s. He Hilled i naines. )

{ had to agree. There was oodles of tocal
volor 10 hus story, You could almost be sure
readerstup would expand with such meaty
stuff in the pages weekly. But, I pointed out,
it wits next to impossible for our small staff
to cover all the events of this nature.

[1 would also ret pretty Lining keeping a
step ahead of all the readers who would
wiant to do us in—but good. And besides, I've
been slowing down quite a bit in the last few
vears and 1'm sure some of the more fleet-
footed objectors would eventually catch up
and 1 would either end up in the police news
or the obituary column mysclf the next
wirh.

“Well," thus Aedgbing lawyer admutted,
=1 never thought of that aspect of the
situation. Indeed, it creates a precedent to
which 1 shall have to dwell upon further.”

So as you can see there are two sides to
every stary. Don't get too uptight when the
newshounds skirt delicate matters with the
aplomb of someone walking a tightrope over
the Niagara gorge.

Sometimes we know a heck of a lot more
than we can print but don't think we
wouldn't like to sometimes. That day will
come when we are tired of living and no
longer feared of dying,

o
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It has long been recognized that man
must learn to live in harmony with his
natural envirenment, that a delicate
ecological web cxists in nature.

The balance can be casily upset by
actions such as draining a swamp,
cutting down trees, removing natural
cover, ete. Our own observations have
borne out changes that happened when
Fairy Lake was dredged and the
swamp on the north end filled in with
silt,

The swamp was the home for
hundreds of red-winged blackbirds
which nested there, raised young and
sang shrill accompaniment to the frogs
and other water creatures which made
the swamp and that end of the lake a
sanctuary.

Now the swamp is gone—and so are
the red wing blackbirds.

The distinctive flash of red which
makes these blackbirds so distinctive
has gone except for a few itinerants
birds. Filling the area in created other

L]

changes, too, The swamp was also a
breeding ground for millions of
mosquitos and other insccts which
nearby people never appreciated.

There likely have been other changes
in the ecological balance at thus end of
the lake, but it is the blackbirds we
miss, although they have been called
pests because of their tendency to
congregate in large numbers and feed
on grain crops.

Two wildlife workers at the
University of Guelph, J. W, Hintz and
M. I. Dyer have shown by their studies
that the blackbirds have benefitted
man many limes over the amount of

- grain they consume during the harvest

S04500.
They found the red-wings feed

chiefly on insects during the period

June 24 to July 19, From July 20 to
August 14 the percentage of insects in
the diet decreased slightly and there
was a greater intake of weed seeds,
small grains and com.
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Red-wings part of balance . . .

During the period August 15 to
September 10, although there were still
lots of insects to feed on, the birds

swilched their diet to com and weed
seels,

I'rom these findings the searchers
deduced that Lie red-wings reduce the
extent of damage to economically
important crops by feeding on certain
pest species of insects and are an
important parl of the recently

developed agricultural ecosystem in
the Lake Erie area.

Likely the red-wings at the northern
end of Fairy Lake have only gone a few
hundred yards further to new nesting
and breeding grounds. However, if
residents of the area find they have
more weeds in their lawns and more
fiying insects lo contend with this
summer, probably the reason is the
dearth of red-winged blackbirds which
used o much-maligned swamp at the’
north end of Fairy Lake.

Student clean-ups commendable . .

The awakening consciousness of the
general public to the need for
preservation of natural beauty is
reflected in clean-ups being conducted
around tbwn by school students, They
are being educated to appreciate the
aesthetic value of areas where there is
no junk cluttering up the landscape.

Students from public and high
schools have waded into the School
Creek and started on Fairy Lake to
help improve the appearance of these
natural waterways, which always

-spem to attract more than their share

of litter and garbage.

It was amazing the stuff they fished
out of the water, ranging all the way
from hoots, children’s toys, water-
logged boards, pieces of fence wire,
sticks and limbs of all sizes, bottles of
every size and shape, tin cans,

Notes and quotes

Therc's nothing wrong with
teenagers that trying to reason with
them won't aggravate.

+ o+ o+

The only ones that hear both sides of
the argument are the neighbors.

+ + o+

Most dieters are poor losers.

Jfree Press

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
Thursday, June 7, 1951,

Acton counctl at its regular session on
Friday mght gave endorsation to &
resolutton from Kitchener urging a route for
the , new  Toronto-Windsor  highway  that
wauhi serve the big industrial area through
here.

Highway 25 is now veceiving ils top
coating of pavement, and the emi of road
unprovements s in sight.

Some folks are even low enough to steal
from the church. Two flowering shrubs were
carefully dug up from Limehouse Pres-
bvierian church,

Representatives of 20 Women's Institules
and three Junior Institutes celebrated their
Sh anniversary May 22 ot Trafalgar
vommmunity Hall: Mrs. Milton Brown, the
district president, presided.

All the teachers 1n the North Halton high
school district have been re-engaged for the
fall term.

The buiiding between Van Wyck cleaners
and Wm, Cooper’'s store, owned by Ben
Rachlin, is being torn down this week.

Uongratulations tc Aldo Braida who
received his B.A. degree from  the
Cnuversity of Western Ontario Saturday,

About 1,000 tems were sold at the
community  auction i the arena  lasl
=iturday held by the Y's Men. Hindley and
Ellhott handled the auctioneering. bd
Footitt, Charles Wood and Gordon Oder
were W charge.

Nine tenderfoot girls were enrolled in
Gwdes, Jovee Halladay, Betty Sinclatr,
Phyilis Barnes, Elaine Deforest, Elizabeth
Jany, Darlene Lambert., Claire Lambert,
Fna Jennings and MNora Robson. |

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, June 16, 1921,

Shortly before midnight on Saturday twe
men caltled at the Chinese laundry, faced
Charlie, the laundryman, with a revolver
and demanded the money. Charlie was
powerless to resist and they secured about

buckets, boxes and cartons, wrappers
and over in Rockwood one clean-up
even yielded the proverbial Kitchen
sink.

It is also amazing how fast the arcas
that were cleaned up collect a new load
of garbage., The school creek flows
serenely past Acton’s picturesque
library, where a small dam holds back
a considerable amount of walter.

Less than a week after high school
students cleared the mess up, there
were cigarette cartons, wrappers and
milk shake contlainers bobbing around
the waler, proving the public still needs
plenty of edueation about the
mechanics of good housekeeping.

‘Thoughtlessness is the main enemy
in the hattle against litter but there are
also instances where lazy householders
gather up all their garbage and dump

One way of getling back on your feet
is to miss a car payment.

S

‘When my mother had an orchid
named after her she was delighted and

much flattered, Then her delight was
somewhat dashed when she read a
deseription of il in a catalog. This
beautiful flower, she read, has a
mauvespotted face and a ycllow,
hairy, quivering lip’. —{rom a letter to

back

£50. The bandits are deseribed  as one tall
and ene short.

A semi-aircular walk has been Laid from
the Mill St pavemnent to the base of the
soldiers’ monument terrace; cement
foundations for the war puns have been pat
;a0 cedar hedge has been planted and
flower beds made. The counctd has kindly
put 1n @ hydrant at the plot so that grass,
Mowers and shrubs may e convemently
watered. This will shortly be ene of Acton’s
beauty spots, _

‘The besutiful biwns of the Acten Athletic
Assoctation are preatly adnuced these days,
‘three cinks of Georgetown bowlers played o
friendly game with Acton Tuesday. The
visitors were Joud in thesr prinse of the new
groens. A tenns tourniment s underway

* today.

[wer  School cexarminatiens are
underwiy at the Hhigh Schoeol this week.
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it alongside some convenient country
road, fully aware of what they are
doing. They should be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law because they are
nol only polluting the countryside but
show scant regard for the public as
weil,

We notice that one M.P.P., Murray
Gaunt, is conduMing a campaign to
impose a ban on non-returnable bottles.
It is his contention that containers on
which there is no return value will
always be lossed aside.

This is another facel in the fight for,
a tidier environment which should be
fully explored. If appropriate
measures are taken to force the soft
drink companies either to ban the nomr
returnable bottle or to be responsible
for disposal, it would go a long way
towards eliminating one nuisance.

the BRC

+. o+ 4

‘As far as freedom of speech is
concerned, it's a child’'s world. They
get away with verbal murder. When
one of my nephews was told off by his
father for calling his grandmother an
old lady, he went up and scrutinised
her, and then said: "Well, if you're not
old, you've pot a very creasy face’, —
from BBC Woman's Hour

issues

“Goin' n swimnung?" 15 the  daily
guestion one heirs among the loils these
ary's,

W. Fvans' meat market -- Altractive
prices! Boilling beef 10 cents | choice rib
roast e, porterhouse roast 28¢, rump roast
2; loun pork chops 25¢, fresh hams 23,
sausigre 19¢, veal chops 30, loin of veal Zic,
side hacon 32e, back bacon 56¢; home
rendered lard 43¢ pail; pound prints 1oc.
Spring Eunb every Satorday. An abundance
of strawbernies straight from the grower.

75 years ago

Taken from the issuc of the Free Press,
Thursday, May 28, 1856,

A meeting of tocal wheelmen was held to
elfiet the orgamzation of a local Bicycle
Club, The club was organized with the
following offictary : Hon. Pres. H. P. Moore:
Presuwent James Firstbrook: Captain W,
Sark, Secretary-treasurer H. Ramshaw,
First Taeut. Chas. Jenner, Second lleut.
Fred Storey; Bugler Warren Pollard. The
prospects are fair for a strong membership.
Wednesdiny will be the club night for
pirades, runs, ete. Several lady members
are enrolled. A rule of the club forbids an
vlub runs on Sunday. The colors of the clu
ire purple and orange.

Mr. Wilham Newton of Tamehouse loat
une of the finest horses in the section from
infliunmation of the lungs.

J. 1. Wilhamson and Co., Guelph—Men’s
blue serpe suitl $4.50; all wool Hallfax suit
$5: hrown cheviot suit $3.50; men's straw
-boaters 25 cents, - -

Burdock Blood Bitters turns bad blood
wnto rich red blood. In spring tme, pure
blood with B.B.B. It not only cleanses
internaily but applied externally it heals all
sores, ulcers, abcesses, scrofulous areas,
tlotches, eruptions, etc., leaving the skin
pure as a babe’s. It thoroughly regulates all
organs of the body, If your appetite s poor,
your emergy gone, your ambltlon lost try
B.B.B. for a happy. vigorous life,

J. A. Speight and Co. — Undertnking.
Coffins and caskets delivered within five
miles of Acton. An excellent assortment in
all the city styles.

A. McLaren, dentist, Toronto. Full class
$10 set of teeth {or $5.




