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Notes and Quotes)
from the world of sport

By Dexs Gibbons

There's a young man in town they call “The Volce of
Acton™. To the younger generation he goes by the affectionate
title of “'Ironsides’’.

He was dubbed “The Voice of Acton” by the many minor
sports organizations he has worked for voluntarily,
announcing at hockey,
while events. He's used his gift of a strong, clear voice to help
youngsters play minor sports, even though he can't use h%s
legs to full capacity as they can, because of a handicap he's
had since childhood.

In 1968 Ron McKnight graduated from the Rotary Club’s
Variety Village for handicapped children in Scarboro and
returned to Acton determined to repay those who had in

some way lent him support and encouragement during his

childhood of cizrtailed activity and to become a useful and self-
supporting citizen.

In the last three years he's given his time and talents to
minor Sports in Acton to a degree surpassed by few. Saturday
night at the Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner honoring
Citizen of the Year Ted Tyler Sr., Ron was presented with a
special award for his outstanding contribution to minor sports.

What exactly has Ron McKnight done for miner sports in
Acton?

A look at a typical mid-winter week of medium activity for
Ron will tell you:

Tuesday night—He's fulfilling his duties as secretary of the
Acton Rotary Club at the club’s weekly meeting.

Thursday night—He's doing his usual capable job as
statistician and convener for the Thursday night peewee-
juvenile Tri-County hockey doubleheader.

Friday night—8 p.m.—Off to the community centre he goes
again to look after the timekeeper statistician job for the
Friday night Tanner hockey game. -
Saturday morning—7 a.m.—Legion Minor Hockey Chairman
Kerwin McPhail is calling to take him to the communty
centre for the regular six hour program of Saturday morning
house league hockey.

1 p.m. —Scoresheets for the six house league games all filled
out in a neat and tidy fashion, Ron is still sitting in the
timekeeper's box munching on a hot dog before the start of the
Saturday afternoon Tri-County minor hockey tripleheader.

4.3 p.m.— The final buzzer has sounded in the bantam
game, last of three Tri-County contests. Acton fortunes have
not been good. After nine hours of confinement in the
timekeeper’s box, Ron emerges looking forward to a quiet
night at home beside the TV. But wait, Acton Minor _Basehall
Association is holding a fund raising dance tomght. He
promised over a month ago to sell tickets. Without funds
raised at the dance, there might not be any minor baseball
next summer. Can't have that. He grabs a snack and waits 1fnr
a lift to Legion.

2 a.m.—Attendance at the dance is good, tickets sell well.’

‘There'll be minor baseball next summer. Ron winds up his 19
hour day of contribution to minor sports.
Sunday—12 noon—There's another knock at the side door of
the McKnight home. It's novice coach Barry Inscoe. His team
has a Tri-County league game at the community centre at
12.40. Ron is off again to handle the timekeeping duties for his
12th game this week i
1.30—The Tri-County Minor Hockey Association is holding
its monthly meeting in Milton. The Acton rep is unable to
attend. There could be some important decisions made that
affect Acton. The Bruins and Canadiens are playing on TV, but
Ron knows TV bugs have never had time to help with a trivial
thing like minor sports. Off he goes to Milton, up the steep
staircase to the third floor of the Milton Legion to represent
Acton.

¢ p.m.—President Bill Rowney raps the gavel for the last
time in the afternoon. He's had to do it many times to silence
outbursts. It's been a Jong meeting. Tempers have {lared on
occasion and all delegates are generally exhausted. Ron is
speaking to one of them on the way out ““Just two more games

10 do this week,”” he says. He's referring to the Sunday night
industrial hockey doubleheader back in Acton

7.20 p.m.—The puck is dropped to start the first game. And
there's Ron McKnight back in the timekeeper’s bax, pen in one
hand, the last portion of a hamburger he picked up on the way
back from Milton in the other.

16.0 pm-—The second game is finished. The score 13-9. All
scoring plays are listed on the scoresheet, but the column for
individual scoring total is still hlank. Another 20 minutes out of
a 10%= hour Sunday won't hurt, he thinks. Have to have the
totals down on paper for the Free Press, whose reporter is still
panting and puffing after his short stints on the ice in the first
game.

And that folks is a week of medium activity. Nothing
compared to the weeks that include the Legion peewre
tournament, the 4town tournament, the Acton Figure Skating
Qub camival and 0.M.H.A. playoff games.

We haven't bothered to mention Monday and Wednesday
mghts, when spur of the moment Chamber of Commerce, Tri-
County or Junior Jacrosse meetings may be called or the ef-
ficient day in day out job Ron does in Acton's Municipal Of-
fices. He's an executive member of the Chamber, president of
the local Tri-County hockey and secretary of the Ram lacrosse
club. Recently, he was named secretary of the Acton junior
hockey club, which hopes to start play pext season

Indced a schedule staggering enough for an able-bodied
person. But desire can overcome all obstacles and " Desire” is
Ron McKnight's middle name.

Congratulations Ron, keep up the good work, and
congratulations Chamber of Commerce on presentation of a
well-deserved award.
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Tri-County banquet
sot for Sat. May 8

Closing banquet and trophy
presentation for the Acton Tri-
County Minor Hockey
Association will be held in the
community centre, Saturday,
May 8 &t 6.30 p.m.

The Association's annual
meeting and election of officers is
slated for Sunday May 30,

baseball, lacrosse and other worth- by

T r?-Counfy delegates speak up

Referces for nll midget and
juvenile Tri-County league
games will be appointed next
season, B3 a result of o propoas!
approved by a majority of
delegates at the annual meeting
of the Tri-County Minor Hockey
Associntion in the Milton Legion
Sunday alternoon.

A sccond proposal, submiltted
> the Acton Minor Hockey
Associntion, that an average
mileage between atl 11 Tri-
County towns be figured out and

1

MILTON'S BILL ROWNEY was acclalmed
president of the Tri-County Minor Hockey
Association for a second term at the associa-
tion's annual meeting in the Milton Legion,
Pictured following the
clection of officers are front row l. tor, a
newly-clected 2nd vice-president Erwin
Nelson of Hespeler, President Bill Rowney,
1st vice-president Don Hargreaves of Burling-
ton and treasurer Vern Gowing of Preston.

Sunday afternoon.

OUR

Sports Editor,
Acton Free Press,

Dear Sir:

Having just read your sports section, I feel
cornpelled to write to you as a Hockey

sother.

that appointed referees be pald a
set rate, was defeated by o
narrow murgin, Later in the
meeting, delegates approved o
Georgetown BMinor  Hockey
peopoxnd that o list of mileages be
drawn up tnd issued to all towns,
wlong with a list of referces so
that there will be no disputes over
{ees for referees travelling [rom
pther towns,

Record ptiendance
Sunday’s meeting set records

“Preston

Well over 100 delegates and
visitors from all 11 towns look
over [our hours to discuss and
vote on proposals and elect n new
cxecutive [or the 1971-72 schson.

Bill Rowney of Millon was
pechnimed presldent for a second
terim. Don Horgreaves of
Burlington wns oacclnlmed first
vice-president for o second term,
while Herb IRobinson of
Georgetown and Vern Gowing of
Were roturned
wiopposed to thelr posilions of

for both time oand attendance
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Back row . tor. are convener Jim Kingley of
Etobicoke, life member Fred Hammond of
Oakville, immediate past president Don
Jarvie of Georgetown, life member Bill
Burrell of Malton, newly-elected 3rd vice-
president Ken Russell of Brampton and.
seeretary Herb Robinson of -Georgetown.
Attendance at the annual meeting set an all
time record. The meeting lasted over four
hours. —{Staff Photo).
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regulations to go by. There are a lot of men,
coaches, managers, fathers, bachelors,
referees, executive members, ete,, who
have their “get-together' to hash out the
problems of running hockey in our town.
They are doing a gooed job, I think, to bring
hockey into the right perspective, but what
does it take to “'crack’ the executive and

speretary  and  lreasvror

respectively,

In the only two electiona
neceasary, Heapeler's Frwln
Nelson upset tho alﬂh;',? second
vice-president Lloyd Maboy of
Guelph, o longthne Trl-County
member and Denta Gibbons of
Acton lost out In o bt for a
second term a8 third vice-
wesldent, bowing to Bramplon's

en Hussell in o three way race.
Al Smith of Chlnguncousy nlso
stood for the olfice,

Controversy nrises

One of the most controverslal
mnendments, one requiring all
teams to meet all group schedule
corunitments durlng the perlod
from the conclusion of the
OM.HLA. qualifylng round untll
they are required by the
O.M.H.A. secretary-manager for

ovinclul ptaydowns carrled,

t un Qukville Minor Iiﬁl}kler
proposal nsking that qualilying
muﬁ?! winners be awarded the
Tri-County champlonship
trophles and eliminnted teams
enter a Tri-County tournament
and play for appropriate trophles
wiis defeated,

Delegates from  triple A"
towns nfprwml nn Onkville
Minor Hockey proposal that
triple" A’ towns be nllowed to use

>~ at record-setting annual meet

firit year players only on thelr
mecor! or minor tenns. Oakville
rep Phil Bennett explained the
purpose of the proposal was to
enaure morya first yeor playera
huve Lhe chance to ploy Tri-

- County hockey and also that

Triple “A™ populutien towns do
not overun the league.

Defeat proposal

Georgctown Minor Hockey
proposnla that leading scorer
trophies be abolished and that
O.M.H.A. regulations be changed
go that all O.M.H.A, mldget and
iuunnﬂn playoff games are of-
lcluted by o releree and two
linesmnen inatend of two referces,
were both defeated,

Tri-Count convener Jim
Kinkley und life member Bill
Hurrell, both officers of the
0O.0M.1LA. conducted the election
of offlcers. O.M.H.A. execullve
member Elmer McFadden of
Woodbrldge, a guest at the
mecting, counted the ballots.

Representing Acton at the
meeting were Tridounty tep.
Fred Buchanan, president Ron
McKnight, novice munoger Don
van Fleet, pee wee couch Don
legale, pee wee manoger

Chorley Harrison, bantam coach.

Horold Townsley, midyget coach
Jin James and juyenlle mansger
Carl Timbers.

New O.H.A. amendment
concerns Acfon Tanners

Two amendments passed at
Saturday's O.H.A, annual
meeting in Toronto could be
regarded as Indirect aids to the
Intermediate B  Acton
Tunners.

First amendment stipulates
that teams in the Intermedlate
B series shall lose the right to
register one lmport or waiver for
each 1,000 the population of the
town is above 6,000. Acton at 4,800
will maintain the right to register
the maximum number of imports
or waivers, which is fowr.

The second permits any
Intermediate B, *C", "D" or
junior *'D' team to register any
player who hns previously been
registered in the O.H.A. or
0.M.H.A. on a team representing
that team’s munlcipality in any
of the past four seasons, who has
left home to work In or live in
another munlicipality, providing
conditions set down in the O.H.A.
manual are met,

certificates ot the gnme does not
constitute grounds for a protest,”
nolably drew no cormmnents from
detegotes of wny team,

Gary Debruyn represented
Tanpers at the meeting.

Softball
practices

Only eight players braved
chilly weather Monday night to
attend the flrst workout of the
Pele's Barber Shop Tri-County
softball lengue team,

Playing coach Fred Buchanan
has scheduled the next two
practices for Prospect Park
Tuesdny, May 4 and Thursday
May 8 both at 7 p.m.

coreboard /.

Hiﬂsbﬁrgh
champs

Hillsburgh intermediates have
twen nwarded the Ontarfo Hural
Hovkey Assoclatlon Intermediate
“'  champlonship. The
O.1LHLA. disqualified Ericau, the
team that had beaten the burgers
in the finnls, for wsing illegal
players,

‘The teams split the first two
gumes of the best of (lve serles,
In the third game in Blenhelm
Erieou iced alinoat a completely
new team,
suspicions on the part of
Hillaburgh officials.

Erleau won the gnme and the
fourth, but Hillshurgh protested
the third gome. last weck the
protest wius uphaeld.

Durham down

Durham Huskles dropped the
[irst two games of the O.H.A.
Inlermediate "B finals to
Napunee on the weekend, 7-2 and
§-3. Both gnmes were played in
Napanee,

'Third and fourth games are
alated for Durham Saturda
night and Sundny alternoon. B
teams pollshed off their semi-
finul opponents In straight
gnmes. Durham gusted Strathroy -
and Napance sidelined Preston.

Seaftorth champions

Seaforth Beavers climinated
Cheltenham Harvesters four
games to one, o capture the
O.H.A. Intermediate “*C"
championship. Beavers have won

ovincis! titles four times in the
st seven years,
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Box Citice at 8.00
how Starts at Duik
Mow Open 7
Nights a Week!

DRIVE-IN THEATRE

Y MILE £ OF GUELPH CITY LIMITS
ST OFF HWY 1 PHOHE A2 3438

It's imperative all players |

attend the workouts, since
uniform sizes will be recorded.
All positions on the team are

The Legion Minor Hockey League had
their annual banquet, last Saturday. 1t is

wanderful that they have Lhis to bring

the boys of all ages together, have fun, food
and then hand out the "Glitterware” -
trophies.

Last year, as I understand it, there was a
ruling put into effect to try to bring the
House League and Tri-County Hockey into a
more workable arrangement, as far as the

boys are concerned. This being, that all'boys

at the beginning of the season must ‘try-out’
for the Tri-County team. The coaches and
managers of the Tri-County work with these
boys for three or four weeks maybe longer to
separate the “players™ from the *“All-
stars’’, They have until December 31, 1 think
to make their decision as to who is going to
be on their team and who will be playing
House league,

It was my understanding that if a boy
“makes’” Tri-County, but decides he would
rather play house league, il he were bantam
say, in his last year, in order to play house

league he must *move up” to midget so as

not ““to be a star’’ on the house league team.
I think this is a good ruling,

A lot of thought, time, talk and an interest
in the boys goes into making up rules and

make them stand by the rules they make,

There were boys this year, who “‘made”
the Tri-County team, but decided, I guess on
their own, that they preferred to play town
league. But did they "“move up" as they
should have done? No, they did not. They
stayed in their own age group and played on
their regular team. They were not told you
have to “move vp", if you want to play
house league. The result being, they, some
of these boys, were the stars on their téhm.

Now don't get me wrong. There are stars
on every team. There is also a first line,
sccond lifie and third line, each with their
own part to play on the team. A boy on the
third line is just as important to his team, as
one of the first line is, as far as I'm
concerned. I'm only an interested mother,
with a boy who plays hockey. I enjoy
hockey. 1 wouldn't miss a game he's
playing. I'm one of his fans.

In conclusion, Mr. Sports Editor, may I
say vou are doing a fine job on your paper.
Sports is well presented. The pictures are
pood, you have some fine photographers
working on your paper. Keep up the good
work and just sign me.

An Interested

Hockey Mother,

still open and anyone wishing to

ssing of an amendment ,
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7" —BANQUETS "\
—PARTIES —WEDDINGS
—TOURNAMENTS

Welcome For Lunch and Dinners
Fully Licensed Including Sundays

Vacation Accommuodation by the Day or Week

GOLF

Open For Membership
LADIES$85 MENSNO

Pay as You_Play Golf

Weekdays $2.50
HOLIDAYS AND WEEXENDS $1.50

Sixth Line Nassagaweya
Waest of Highway 23

Tri-County girls Schedule

Six teams. Moffal, Rockwood, Glen
Willlama, Belwood, Hillsburgh and
Fonsonby have enlered the Tri-{ounty
Mioor Sofball Assocaation’s division
for mirie 12 and under

Parks notes

At their regular monthly
meeting Tuesday, April 20, Acton
Parks and Recreation
Commuttee:

—Received a letter from the
recently formed Acton junior
“C hockey team executive,
informing them they will be
interested in renting ice time
next winter. The letter mentioned
Thursday night as a night the
team might prefer for home
gAmes.

—Authorized the purchase of
an airconditioner for the arena
booth at a price ot to exceed
350,

TOWING

RICH'S SERVICE CENTRE

No. 7 HWY. EAST OF ACTON

853-2940

A complele scheawe of games

follow 5

TRl COUNTY MINOR SOFTBALL
ASSIH".
1971 Schedule
Disision - 12 andubnder Girls
Coavener - George Smith

May 19—Pansonby at Maoffat,
Hillsburgh 2l Glen Williams.

May Z—Helwood at Hookwood
May I3—Mpffar a1 Hillsburgh

May 2%—Rockwood al Ponsonby.
May 27=Glen Wilhhams at Belwood
May B Moffat a1 Hockwond,
June 1—-Glen Withhams 21 Ponsoaby

June 3=Hillsbuyrgh at Belwood
June —RBelwood at Moffat, Rock-
wood at Glen Willlams,

12—=PFonsonby, a1 Hillsburgh.
16—Moffat at Glen Williams

June 1T=Ponsonby at Belwood.

June 19—Hillsburgh at Hockwood.

June 22—Moffal at Ponsonby

June J4—Rockwood at Delwood

June M—Ponsenby at Hockwood.

June 27—Glen Williamas  at
Ihilsburgh ' _

June 30—Hillaburgh at Molfat;
elweod at Glen Williams,

July 3=Relwood at Hillsburgh,

July 7—Hockwood al offal:
Ponsanby at Glen Willlams.

July 10-—~Clen Williams at Rock-
il

July 13—Hillsburgh at Ponsonby.

July 15~Moflat a1l Belwood.

July 17—illlsburgh at Rockwood.

July 20—Relwood at Fonsonby.

July 21—Clea Williams at Moffat.

June
June
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PARK TOYOTA

LET THE SUN SHINE IN.
OWN A TOYOTA

Hwmy. Mo. T Wt
Ceorgetown
§77-943%
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WALK AWAY
IN A ~%
PRIZE
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Np awards are given for
slacksmanship, we admit.
but if there were, our pants
would be in lop contenton.
We Invile you lo select your
own candidaie for hanors
— ang then, following a it- T
ting — wear them away. A
The cast is modest, the re-

wards {in good Ipoks) quite
SUrprising.
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URSLLA ANDRESS
STANLEY BARER. .
DAVID WARNER .

LOULT ZATERTHIRNENT

#
Nexti SUH.-MDH.-TUE& .

EWIOTT GOULD PAULA PRENTISS

cenevieve wate-MOVE
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