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Canadians are second
highest phone users

. Canadians have again lost out
to our southern nelghbora as the
world's talkingest telephone
" users.

An increase of 44 conversations
per ave the United States
& total u!,?fﬁ calls per person for

the year, Canadians stayed In

second place with an average of
710 conversations per person,
. However, oven while dropping
Ear:k In the talking race,
anadians made nearly [lve
telephone calls every sccond of
every day throughaut the
year — almost all of them local
calls. Only 2.8 per cent of the
14,569,816,000 calls made by
Conadlans were long distance.

L

We've got the lowest lon
distance colling rate ameng a
countrles  with developed
telephone systems.
U.S.leads

Lending the world in numbers
of telephones are the United
States with 115,220,000, Japan
with 23,131,088, the United
Kingdom with 13,047,000, West
Germany with 12,458,288 and in
fifth place Cannda with 8,302,828,

Canada has the fourth highest
ratio of telephones to %rpulntiun
with 44 phones per 1 ople.
The [.S. has 56, Sweden A,

Switzerland 45. By comparison.

the U.R. has 26, Jepan 22 and
France 18,

New York leads

Of the world's leading citics,
New York leads with 5,004,833
london has 3,451,400, Parls,
2,400,974; and Tokyo 4,033,647,
Montreal and Toronto lead
Conodlan citles, with 1,560,400
and 1,304,351  telephoncs
resﬁecllvely. Toronto hes the
highest rotlo of phones per 100
populntion In Canada with 627,
followed by Ottawn which has
61.9 and Montreal with 54.7.

Washington, D.C, is the only
city in the world with more

ones than people, 100.2 phones
or overy 100 residenta,
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816 25" SCREEN

With advanced automatic
“locked-ln" fing tuning, RCA
Cator TV 5 year protection plan
and many other excellent

features Prices Start From

The Brigantine

This fine contemporary cabinet is almost classical
in design with its bold rectangular panelling and
dimenslonal frarning plus the tasteful treatment of
the antique brass ornaments. Fine cabinetry should
be complemented by a comparable sound systemm,
so we designed the speaker system to match the
performance of the 50-watt Designer Series chassis,

ony 299°°

USE OUR
BUDGET TERMS

C. W. Kelly &

Corner Wyndham & MacBonnell - Guselph 822-6041
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Second Sectlon

Vic Smith hand crafts violins
in his basement workshop
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VIC SMITH PLAYS ONE of his own finished that is lacking in machine produced
products, made in the workshop at his home. instruments.—(Staff Photo)

The hand crafled violins have a unique tone

Conservation g
club elects
executives

By Cecil Patterson .

The organizational meeting of
the Halton 4-H Conservation Club
was held at the Agricultural
(Afice in Milton at 8 p.m., Friday,
March 26,

leaders this year are Bob
Merry and .Hugh Cook. There
were elght members present. The
electlon of officers was held as
follows: president Janet Hunter,
vice-president Cinthy Lasby,
secretary Liz Andcrson, press
reporter Cecil Patterson and
delegate to leaders’ council Carol
somerville,

Busy Program

Hugh Cook, the assistant
agricultural representative for
Halton county, briefly outlined
what the conservation club did
last year in the way of projects. It
was decided this year that there
would be a group project and
individual Ezﬂjﬁﬂﬂq

A film about landscaping was
wranged for the April meeting. A
guest speaker will be on hamd. A
brief outline of the rest of the
monthly meetings was sct up,
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'TOP PART OF EACH violin is fashioned from soft wood which
A film entitled "The Patterns comes from Europe. Here Vie Smith shows part of a violin he
of the Wild” was enjoyed by all. is repairing for an old time fiddler. Parts—70 of them—are

The meeting wos adjourned by glued together.—(Staff Photo)
Janet Hunter.

NEWEST IDEA IN HOME DECOR!

Scented

DECORATOR

FLORAL BOWL

AIR REFRESHER — ROOM SCENTER

Excling naw decoratar flaral bowl. Ditferent. Ex-
quisite beauty. Glass decanter jar holds floral
arrangomant of Empress Rose . . . artificlal, but
amazingly true to life.

Remove {id . . . dalicalaly scenled rose aroma
rafreshos alr, heips banish state adors,

Use in tiving room, badrgom, kitchen, balhroom,
den, or ollice. Wonderful gilt. |dea! for patients
or shut-ins.

1971's
HOTTEST
SELLER!

Good far many
manths. Eu!rr -
nawed with inex
pangive refill.

& DECORATOR-APPROVED COLORS'
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Eporlo sty Warkic b “aggfisacd
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Computer Services,
181 Pioneer — Winnipeg 1, Man.

Enclosed please find {$2.99 each},

Please mail Floral Bowls,

CITY & PROVINCE

Note — Where Sales Tax appliés add same to cheque — cash or money order,
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

When Vie Smith of R.R. 2, Rockwood, retired from Beard-
more and Co. in 1970, hig friend Ed Watson, of Acton, enquired
what he was going to do with his spare time. It came as no’
surprise when Vie replied he thought a fllng at making flddles
would be appropriate becnuse both have an affinity for violins
that goes back n long way.

‘fwo violins and a lot of experience later, Vie Smith is still
making ficldles at his home on 30 Slderoad {n Nassagaweya
township. He hes aiso turned it into a “fiddie hospital” for

violins thal have scen better days.
He's on enthusiast more now than ever, holding the fiddle up
as the instrument responsible for settling this nmmh’g

Bridges gops

“If 1t hadn't been for the [lddle
we wouldn't have been able to
plonger this country,’ says Vie
emphutically, He pointed out the
fldIIe wns the one meons the
joncer had of relleving the
oneliness and bridging
cominunications between neigh-
bors. It wos nlso the instrument
ioncers mmde good use of for

rn dances and get-logethers.

He's an avid ndmirer of old
time fiddiera, Sometimes his new
aluminum house on 30 Sideroad
rocks with old time muslte when
he hus a get togelher golng on a
Saturday nlght.

So mnklng flddles came as
naturally os eating [for this
retired furmer-tonnery worker
who first learncd to pluy the
violin in England. He reculls a
bluckstnith shop across from his
home where hoys took horsehair
from the horses belng shod and
alrung it over o cigar box to muke
a crude violin,

It wasn't long before the
youngster Vic Smith was being
tnught the violln In the parlsh
church, where he plso song in the
choir, ‘The love of violin musle
became stronger and today 3.000
miles away from his home In
York he still has a speclal

fondness for religlous music os it .

s played by violins.

He bought his flrst fiddle In 1526
when he came to this country and
still has the bill of sole for thot
instrument.

Knew little

But when it came down to
actunlly making "8 vielin Vie
sdmits he knew very little,

His first impulse was to go to an
Acton lumber yard and purchase
Canasdian wood. Friend Ed
Watson set him right there,
bowever, advising him that the
wood for violing comes from
Europe, where they have more
sonorous varieities, So he and Ed
Watson went to Lhe Heinlu Co. in
‘Toronto where they crdered
Tyrolese pine and Carpathian
maple.

Canadian maples snd spruce,
the Heinl pcople advised Vic were
too hard and indellcate to carry
sourk) properly. Viclins have 70
pieces of different wood in them
with hardwood underneath and
the softer woods on top. A new
violin does not have the proper
resonance and It takes years for
the tones o mellow,

' Onhisthird

Vic is working on his third
instrument now in his basement
workshop between fixing up
violins brought to hlm for a
rebuilding job. This latest model
is a Stradivarius and like the first
two starts with blueprints on
paper, from which he makes
patterns, with a variety of
delicate tools and chisels, some of
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his. own design. Each viclin
requires & fresh start slnce dlf-
lerent makes produce different
tones,

'The first thing he does {8 cut a
pattern.  Then he cuts out the
shapes of Lhe various pleces of
wood Lhat go into miking a flddle,

Liouging the base of the violin is
one Job that requires & great deal
of dexterity ns the wood must be
muixie nto voarious thicknesses
und comes down to one-elghth of
an inch from the original inch
thickneas, The wood must not be
weakened slnee the strings of a
violin create 70 to 80 1ba, pressure

with n downward preasure of 30
I,

(Gilued together

Parts ure assembled by the use
of clumpa and good old fashioned
plue, which must be clam
firmly for over 24 hours. en
the whole package is done up with
o specinal varnlsh, impeorted from
{rermany.

‘Ihe lirat violin Vie finished he
called Bertha, [t has since been
eent out on trinl with a musician
from the aurea who belongs to the
fiddlers' pssociation fIrom
Guelph.  Membershlp in the
nsgociation, delighted there s
someone close who con Hx their
instruments, hove becn leaving
themm at the Smith house [or
reppirs, an ndded side te the
business Vie never suspected
when he took the plunge.

What's the difference belween
o fiddle and the violin? asked the
enquiring Free Presa reporter.,

None at all, replied the
enthused violin maker, Flddle is

just a name they have pinned on
the violin.

Vic’s fiddles have a quality of
their own, like most hand-crafted
instruments, which retail at
around $200, A cheap violln made
on an sssembly line basls costs

around $40 ond the sound is
something different agaln.

If you happen to be around 30
Sideroad in Nassagaweya
township and hear the strains of
Mendelssohn's Spring Song it
might just be Vic Smith trying to
coax the weather to change with
an appropriate theme. Or you
could hear a violin virtuoso on the
radio because the Smiths, both
Vic and his wife, love the sound of

the violin.

And now he has added his own
particular sound to a list of

TICKLISH PART OF making violins is adding the sides to the
instrument which are built thinly but strongly to withstand up
to 80 lbs pressure, Vic Smith has designed some of his own
tools to assist in several of the painstaking tasks —{Staff

Photo)




