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Even a winter sour-puss like me camnot
but be affected when we hit one of these rare
and perfect winter days.

Today is ane of them. Snapping twelve
degrees. Sun grinning down lke an old,
vellow lecher as fresh snow lifts virginal,
biue-white, pleading hands. Sky as cold and
blue as Mr. Benson's heart.

* Ugly. fallen-down fence in back yard has .

. Picnic tahle Is a loaf
of white bread rising. spruce by the
garage holds with dignity, In sagging, blue-
green afms, the big lumps of heavy white
cotton.

vanished until spring

In the country, evergreens are sinrtllnﬁ
black clumps of contrast. Ancienl ra
fences with jounty, snow-capped posts run
thelr erratic charm through the blulsh
drifts. So do the snow-shoers. :

Skiers whiz down like gulls swooping for
scraps. And Lthe damned snowmoblles grunt
and bellow about like bulls in a chaste china
shop. L

. There. 1 knew something would spoil it.
Don't worry. I won't go into a diatribe about
the stinking things.{ consider them beneath

* my dignity. I wouldn't ban them if I had the .

power.

i
L e T e AR AT
i'rmh PRI, ST e 4 L

A package arrived at our house a few

days before Christmas, packaged in cheery

gift wrappings. "

“What'a that,” I asked the wife, more
curipus than interested.

“None of your business," 51E said with a '_

mysterious grin, that suggested artifice.

Naturally the old appetite was whetted. I
shrugged, smiled and atternpted to read the
rge print discernible through the gift
wrapping
resent intended for me,

After repeated attempts to decipher the

type through the wr?rplng. 1 retired
upstairs whete I tore it o
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- throttle, on an icy road, or
-car on the right, I shudder, And when I see
mature, middle-aged people attempting
and crossing thin ice that -
* ¢ven anintelligent ape would shy at, I shake

- "W.C." The

, reasoning it must be a Christmas

in large pieces of
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and Spice .

by bill smiley
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They're a wonderful machine for
farmers, trappers and others who need to
get places they couldn't before. Some of the
kids at our school, who live on islands, "way

out in the bay, cross the ice on the things,

catch the school bus, drive forty minutes to
schoal, then make the return Journey in the
afternoon. You can't knock that.

And they're fine for recrcatlon, too, if
they're used with some sense. But there’s

the rub. As a cablnet minister remarked .

recently, on the subject, ‘'You
legislate against stupldity.” And some of the
most stupid people 1 - know own
snowmobiles. {(Not you, gentle reader, not
you, )

You don't go flying solo after an hour’s

 instruction. And you have to pass a falrly

stiff test nowadays to get a car driver's
license. -~ . :

But it smnst};ataﬁy nyurp of a kid {or -

adult) who can get one of the THINGS
started, and not neceskarily stopped, is free
to go out and commit mayhem or sulcide.

cant

"When I see some kid belting along at full -

trying to pass a

climbs and jumps
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An English lady, mam%pm to visit
Switzeriand for Christmas holidays, wrote

2 to a country hotel for a room reservation.

She ended the letter saying, as she Britishly
phrased. it, that she preferred ac-
commodation as close as possible to a
“W.C." (water closet) or toilet)., The
innkeepet’s lish was , 50 he took
the letter to his [riend, the parish priest, and
asked his help with the interpretation of
priest mulled this over a long
tirne and then {inally the dawn broke: “I've
got it! — of course she means our Wayside

- Chapel!™ -

Very pleased to have the problem solved,
English lady:

hastened to write to the

i* 8 B Need new directions . . .

Once a vital part of the town's soclnl
and recreationnl nctivities, the future
of Acton Y.M.C.A. is belng discussed
by Y board members and members of
the Y's Men's Club, in an effort to come
up with a solution to some of the
organization's s,

Many of the netvities which made
the 'Y' a beehive of activity In the pnst
have been usurped by schools,
recreation committees and other
organizations, This has led to a gradual
loss of Interest both by the public

and those chorged with operating the
fnchlity, with the exeeption of a few
dedieated people who have ntlemped to
revive flagging interest ond instill now
life Into the organization,

There is no doubt the people
attempting to keep the YMCA fune-
tioning o an integral part of the town's
life have been waging on uphill battle
ugninst apathy and disintercst o8 well
ps dealing with a bullding that Is
becoming obsolete for the purposcs
intended.

There 18 0 genuine need to seek
directions for the 'Y’ if it Is to remain
ns an integral part of the town life.

Those commilited to the task have
an important decislon to moke in the -
discussions of the Y's future,
imaginative solutions are needed.

it would be & trogedy If the
organization which has supplled so
much good to Acton and district should
die from the twin discasces of public
apathy and lack of funds to operate o
maodern facllity,

Bl Economy on the move?. . .
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(Pholo by Bill Stuckey)

my head sadly. It secems that every third
person you meet has a twisted ankle or a
spralned shoulder or a bent bum,

=k -

Then there are the gangs. The only dif-

ference between a motercycle gang and a

snowmebile gang is the speed and the time -

of year. Both are llkely to be half-stoned,
and both are prone to vandallsm and
indifferent to the feclings of others.

There's only one thing more borlng and
annoying than the abuses of the things. And
that is the constant conversation about
them, ot. practically any gathering of
people, nnywhere, in midwinter.

Boring? It's enough to make the mind

boggle. One used to go to o party and have a

party. One used to cur! and sit around af-
terwards discussing the game. One used o
sit in the teachers’ staff room with a group
of fairly intelligent. people and talk about

. cabbages apd kings and sealing wax and

things.

" Now, all you hear is & melange of
carburetors and tracks and hotse-powers

and feats of derring-de, most of the latter °

gaining in each interminuble repetition.

I know they wonder why I don't ent lunch
in the staff-room any more. But I'd rather.
sit in the cafeteria with 400 nolsy students
than sit in the.staff-room with twelve or
fourteen smowmobilers bellowing at each
other, each trying to top the other’s story.

1 told vou [ wasn't going to write &

diatribe.. And I won't. The car started this
motning
decent mood. And my daughter got 88 and 90
on two essays. ST

And it was a beautiful day, before that
silver lining turned into & black cloud.

no regular services but there is organ ac-
companiment. Although the W.C. dates
back te the-12th century, the acoustics are
excellent and even the most delicate sounds

_ may pe heard in the halls,

It may also interest you to know that our

daughter first met her future husband; who-

was guest at the hotel, in the W.C. and they
were later married there by our parish
priest. We are also very preud of our
unusual bell, donated by a wealthy visitor,
which rings every time someone makes an
offering. Unfortunately my wife has a
rather delicate condition and so she has not
been able to attend regularly; as a matter of
fact, it is almost a year now since she last
went. It grieves her very much not to be able
to go more oftén, as you can imagine. .,

In conclusion, we hope your stay with us
will be most happy, so please [¢t me know if
you wish a special seat reserved for you for
the season at the W.C. There is. a small
service charge but it will ensure you an
upholstered seat. We also suggest you bring

your camera as the evening candle lighting
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. Classes went well. My wife'sina .

There's a new optimism in financial
circles that suggests the current
depressed mood of the economy will
change to a much brighter pteture over
the months immediately ahead,

Unemployment and bleak prospects,
coupled with the tight money situation,
created a lack of confidence in the
cconomy that reflected in consumer
gpending. Now it appears the Canadian
consumer is in a more expansive mood
than ot any time in 1070 and this is
token as clenr evidence by The
Financial Post that the only place the

! Cnnadian cconomy can go from here is
up

'Hig improvement that is crcating
optimism is the step-up plans 1o buy

expensive things as houses and cars,
'This, coupled with encouraging news
nbout prices and credit, also puis the
serlous unemployment situation in
more promising perspective.

The number of jobs looking for
people may overtake the number of
people joining the labor force in the
latter half of 1071 and it §s expecied that
then the rate of unemployment will

.drop. But it won't happen fast enough

to keep the year from recording high
unemployment totals.

Gloom spreaders, of course, would
have us believe that a milllon
unemployed can be expected before the
situation clears up — n figure which

would he
materiallzed.

Government cilrcles are more
optimistic about the fulure of the job
market bul it is clear that it could be
well into 1972 before they can talk about
“full"” employment.

It appears from the opinlons of the
experts that a return to economle
buoyancy will depend on restoration of
business confidence, which in turn
hopefully wijll lead to increased
employment as the situation improves.

This Is the feeling government [s
trying to propogate and Canadlans are
hopeful it turns out that way only much
specdier than the predictions.

catantrophic If it

Pornography on the shelves . . .

It has been our opinion that the least
amount of censorship the better, This
was based on the {dea that censorship
might suppress some of the haser
instincts but in the process also
destroyed the motivation for finer
things as well.

We had noreason to doubt this view.
Censorship imposed during the
imposition of the War Measures Acl,
for. instance, threw a blanket over
many of the things we felt the public
was cntitled to know, If censorship had
in Viet Nam the
American public would not be fully
aware of the tragedies of war.

Lately, however, exposed to several
‘movies and some publications we
would label ohscene, we wonder if
censorship isn't the answer to the filth
peddlers.

We've been inclined to the view
before that people would recognize
pornography when they see it and
refuse to allow it into homes or places
of business. But this no longer is true.
They arc doing the stuff up in such
attractive, glossy packages now that
some people are being misled.

Jfree Press

20 yeu'rs_ ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
Thursday, January 25, 1931

Topping the Georgetown Industrial
League this week is the Baxter Lab's team,
who can also boast of downlng Guelph
Leland Elcctric at Acton arena on Tuesday.
In the Georgetown games played every
Monday, Baxter’s has climbed from the
bottom spat to the very top and hope to take
the league. Ployers are Mel Jordan, BoD
Marshall, Harold Robson, Earl Masales, Vic
Masters, Julian Zajac, Bill Fields, Jack
Stewart, Ray Everdell, Fyle Somerville,
Lioyd Robinson, Ken Allen, Lorne Masales
and coach Kerwin McPhalil.

The *Daughters of Knox" was the name
chosen by & group of Presbyterian teen-age
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At one Ume you could be pretty sure
pornography would be pretty shoddy
material printed on poor quality paper,

~ Distribution was usually an under the

counter deal with furtive looks for
possible exposure, -

Today you can walk into many
bookstores and find much more lurid
material on the shelves done up in
atiractive covers and wide open for
children or anyonc else to peruse, It
undoubtedly is a good seller because
many book stores have as much, if not
more of it than the less sensational
material.

There are those who claim that
reading and leafing through this type of
literature and fliustration does no one
any harm. In fact, some supposedly
learned peeople maintain exposure to
pornography is good for the immature
mind, basing this suppaosition, 1
suppose on their own personal habits,

Anyone with sense, of course,
recognizes that if this was true then by
the same token there is no merit in
reading good literature. You couldn’t

. possibly benefit.

What can be done about the
problem, then? '

girts when they met at the manse on Monday
guild. The group is for
girls 12 to 18 and Mrs. A. J. Buchanan is

o organize a girls’

their leader.” The followlng officers were
installed; Hon. presidents, Mrs. H.
Mainprize and Mrs. R. H. Armstrong;
president Huth Smith; secrctary Joan
Chisholm: treasurer Marllyn Sigsworth;

pinnist Elizabeth Jany; crafts convener

Betty Wilds. Associated with Mrs.
Buchanan are Mrs. G. Ritchie and Mrs. K.
Mackenzie as the leaders.

Radio transmitling station CKFH on
Centre Island was serviced with its two steel
transmitting towers this week, which were
made at Ajox Engineering. The new station
is owned by Foster Hewitt.

Employces of the Bank of Montreal

gathered at the Dominign Hotel for an
informal dinner party in honor of Mr. and
Mrs. Willlam Clayton. He is being
transferred to Toronto. Orme Hunt made
the presentation of an end table.

Miss Jeanette Russell, Qakville, sent her

wedding bouquet to her grandmother, Mrs.
D. C. Russell, here,

£d Jennings saw a robin on Cobble Hill.

50 years ago

There's no use leaving It to the
police and the courts. They are so
bournd up with legalities, loopholes and
obgcure definitions of what
pornography is they are olmost
completely ineffective.

The Lincoln Post Express suggests
that the women who are 50 busy with
this " nonsensical women's rights
business would go on the rampage
against the fijth they could clean it up
in a big way."” The paper suggests a
basehall bat would make a convenlent
and handy weapon, ,

“Fewer marches for rights, ladies”,
says the Post Express, “'and a lot more
righteous indignation against the filth
and perversion that is being peddled to
your children.”

Well we'd draw the line at marching
mothers with baseball bats, even if the
police are looking the other way, but
the spirit of the cditorial we endorse
one¢ hundred per cent

It is time people took stock of who Is
poisoning the minds of the young and
did something about it, making doubly
sure it doesn't enter thelr own homes,

back ‘

issues

Saturday afternoon the  Duke of
Devonshire chapter of the LO.D.E. held a
ten at the home of Mrs. (Dr.) Bell in honor of
Mrs. R. M. MacDonald, the retiring regent.
After an hour spent in sewing and
conversation a dainty Iunch was served.

In 55 hours the mercury went from 10
below to 50 above. Mra. Wllliam Hall plcked
pansles out in her garden in full bloom.

Mr. Harry Holmes Jr. s filling the place
of Mac McDonald at the G.T.R. station until
his injured hand is better,

Council paid N. Sterkman $i0 Mm
{for his mare which received injuries {
in a ditch on Mill 5t.

75 years ago

Taken [rom the issue of the Free Preas,
Thursday, January 16, 1896.

On Monday evening a passenger train
going west struck a man walking on the
track near Rockwood. The stranger I3 from
Florida and was looking for work. He spoke
of starting & barber shop in Roc . He
stayed in Limehouse Sunday night. He was

- paper frustration. Then 1 got the message: ahout 40 years old.

- and Editaniel Otfice
ceremony in the W.C. is very colorful ‘and . .Ewm“ :

| Eﬁd up & fresh and
Claude Hoodspith's Lions
. outin British Columbia, which sheds further

“BORN IN BARRIE — RAISED
EVERYWHERE," it rcad the box a
cardbosrd contalner with no other
distinguithing marks. :

If i*uu haven't guessed by now, contents

a ‘shining new toilet seat.

Appu-emlywehad.wufnnurnid one out.
The replacement was guaranteed to provide
satisfactory service.

It was duly installed with a te
ceremonies to mark the n - and
totally forgotien - until last week. :

It was at this point I picked up the Milton
Champion and a rela
in the column authocred by Roy

Downs. He

light on a subject always treated with the
utmoxt delicacy. . . diplomacy. .

- Who says there's no humor in Canada's
. weekly press?

-
a

subject popped up

viewpoint
Times,

Dear Madam:

. It is with great pleasure 1 am able to

inform you ‘we. have a lovely room

. reserved for your visit and that there Is

indeed a W.C. to attend to your devotions: It

- is located only two miles from the inn in a

beautiful grove of pine trees which gives a
feeling of serenity to the visitor. We will be

most pleaséd to arrange transportation for
you during your stay with us. :

" It may surprise you to know that our
W.C.bolaL 1

over 200 people at a silting and

for. the convenience of toarists it is open on , -

Thursdays as well as Saturdays. Itis a good
ideato po asearly as pessible in arder to get
a good sest as sometimes standing
only is avaliable, which Is especially
some of the older ladies,

On Sundays a good number le take
picnic lunches to the W.C. an IJ'WF
of it, while others take a bus or a Horse

cnrri.ﬂfeandumallym'iwwh'llﬂtln'
thne. ;

would recommend Madam arrange
to go on Thursday evenings when there are

v

QI .
hard on

e a dsy-

it’s a beautiful sight to see the light playing
on the fountains.

Some come with cheer — some with
charity — but all leave sau_sﬂed!

Yours obedient servant

"THE INNKEEPER

Off the cuff . . .

The best way to remember your

wife's birthday is to forget it oace.

e A o

Don't complain about your

_ relatives.They didn't pick you either.

+ + -+

. The stork is often beld mihle
for circumstances which might be.
better attributed to a-lark o
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Taken from the issue of the Free Preas,
Thursday, January 27, 1921

There is great sorrow and the keenest
feelings of persongl loss in many homes in
Acton and the surrounding commnunity
today. Yesterday there was laid tenderly at
rest in Mount Pleasant cemetery, Toronto,
the earthly remains of Dr. Thomas Gray,
the physician beloved and esteemed by
many indeed.

His services were besought year in and
year put in snow and heat with very meagre
holidays for 21 yesrs. He served his
community with a devotion that knew no
reserve. In August last while performing an
operalion on a patient he sustained a
woupd in the right hand Evidence of
infection later followed and the poison went
through his system. His son Col. A. C. Gray
returned from Winnipeg and his wife and
daughter Miss Laura were at his bedside.
He was & councillor and a member of the
committee arranging the war memorial. He
was n past master in Masonry and a
Preshyterian of the old school.

Deaths recorded: Maggie Grant,
Limehouse, age 18; Mofind,
Campbellville, 22 years, by a train;
Isabella Miumme. 51 years; George
Little, now of ton, M years; William J.
Hil, in Guelph hospital, 20 years; Alice Ford
Johnson, Trafalgar, 22; Mary Lucretia
Livingstone, eldest daughter of Rev. James
Livingstone, in Kincardine; Douglas
Cameron Arms, Torondo, seven years; twin
sonsof P. Falconbridge, Aberfoyle, age nine
Tth!ﬂndidﬁﬂﬂﬂdmmﬂhlllﬂﬂ
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Mrs. John Colquhoun of Nasgagaweya
celebrated her 101st birthday.

Mesws. J. and A. P. Symon have their
new stock of hardware, tinware,
and patent medicines ?med op.

IIE_.I J. Hallet, Guelph, bas been
appointed collector of customns to. {ill the
vacancy caused by the death of Collector
Heflerman last week. _

This being ieap year, the new woman will
have better nmﬁrtmlttgetgﬁl ever to show
her y over man.

- bm of {s tn town for




